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but am nl ble, thac after-all: the] 


does but the more expoſe dan to 
frequent Perſecutions of this nature. 1 
Nay, their Retirements are | not * 
able ro prote&t them; for a+ true, 
Town-Dedicator'-will /Invade their! { 
moſt private receſſes, and attacque\j 


them even in their Solitude. As 1 
own my felf ſomewhat intereſted! 
ih che "Reputation of my Author, 1 
was reſolved, that Shin Injuries\] 
he ſuffer'd 1n the- Tranſlation, ' he 
ſhould'have'righr' done him in the! 
—_ of a Patron ; and therefore? 
6 pitch upon one who was: no 
ſrarſes to his' Perſon or ro his Me- 
rit; and- who'beſt - underftood: his) 
value, 'becauſe 'he has'the trueſt and 
molt accurate Judgment 'm the'l 
World!'* Tis true,” my Lord, he! 
needs no- Patronape, as he ſhines i ins 
his Native Language, for thete his 
own Merit abutidanrly ſecures:him; Þ$ 
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FF The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

re (that has been taken wichihim, 
&- will: ftand/in need of it, -as | he 
| Lg 10 ours: With -this view, 
Sy Lord; 1 have:| preſum d. to- give 
2u' the! "trodbli of. this 'bold Ad- 
es; 1and perhaps:your Lordfhip 


4 | 


k dat! has {uffer'd-upan the {core of 
Eing't the Friend ot \ Mongrur! de 

. Eoremont; | + 1 
Buric belides: this; my. Lord, .you 
we:another Title: $0: this Tranſlas 
1-:Wehave long. 
SW&r a Mean; but-. unjuſt Character 
FMith our Netghbows; who Iye more 
Þ the-Southiward, and. are particu- 
Fly oblgediro - your Lord(hip- for 
gverſmng 1t-+For [don't at all que- 
W0n 4 thatryour -Lordihip's ex- 
Faorditiaryi Merit, drew from 
Jur AuthortharIngenuous Confel- 


J p42 v3 > oe ts 
So theMareſcalile Crequi, he makes 


ow oath 44 © figs met F 
ES ECP NLO Y own, 


the firſt- Perſon in the World, ; 


::Jabour d un-« 


A 3 of 


The: Epiſtle \Dedicataby, = 
of. the Partiality: and | ja6jll Pre-7 
judices of : his own. Conpaycincn,| 
your Lardihips' Acquaintande; la | 
convinc'd. him chat. colder Climaxs; 
than his. owny may) produce: Per.) 
{onsiof as {| hy: ar Wi, and 
ſtrong ,a jJudgmept;-and that: Þo. 
luenels and Elegapcc were not:con-! 
find 't6:;Frence.. | F'hus: owr- whole? 
Wand, my Lord, reaps: :thenbenein\] 
of yours Noble: Qualifications. The)? 
bave-procured ane)iaf the malt at : 
os Teſtimonies 4n-the. World! 
to-pals inits-Fayour.i No: Forewna! 
will urge aur diſtance from the Sun, 
or haye he hardineſs hereafter to) 
umpute 'Barbavity - to. us-:StErey 
mont. has acquitted wsjirom that Im: 
putatian; | $6 Earoxont ' has OWwn'd| 
us not te. be taferzour. 1h; Wit4o ab 
ny.'of.. our:;;Neighboyzing Nations | 
and ts to-!your:ordihip that, we 
{tahd mdebicd; tociſq, gaVvantage | 
a. Confeſſion, + / 


He Ep adinory 
4b pIEY (My:iLord,,: one-:0f the 


i Soft Airhentio.. Teſtimonies. iv the 
_ ..: For: I believe:it+ will bea- 
i, zdi on--all; hands :that.. ſince: ce 
-Dcclenfion:of the Rowan EJoquene 
L F202 chere never :-was-'a 
tier-.or nicer - Judge of Men and 
inners''than our.: Author, or.one 
\whom-a: frartful War and'a pro- 
\Wpundnes: of reaſon were {1:happily 
$F tcanuided;:Amengſt his own Coun- 
yeMew or: indeed any: where elic, 
ind none: that 'can- diſpute the 
TIZe ey 'him.but Montagne; _ 
as-in troch an extraordinary.Ge 
Mus; and | has: left thoſe: remams 
vehind- hun: that* will entertain;and 
nſtru&, as. long: as Mankind. pre- 
erves any Taſte for Wit and! good 
| Seme. | Tho.\ihe- writ 1n a very 
Finpokce Age; and his -Language 
J derives an unhappy - tincture from 
one of the-worſt Provinces of Frazce, 
A 4 SReEr -- 
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TEEET'S 
_ 


vigorous, and ſo Makcalidein hives) 


Now as all this; and- a great deal 


his Praife, yet his wa es Admit n 


Variety of Citations (for«as;cariAt-y 
thor ſays very well of him, , he's-no\! 


own. Converſation fails him, he-has?] 


The pile Beairy. 
yet there: s ſomerhing\{v. iore 


preſſion, that afterall the conſiderabl: 
mprovements the: French \Tonguy 
has received. fince i his-tune;: itil 
pleaſes, nay.it Charms.andaffeQs wm} 


more, -may defepvedly, :be, faidin} 


rers. muſt be forced:tai conicſs -with: 
me, that Nicety.- was .nevep-biÞ 
Talent; that. amongſt his; 1nifrmice 


troubleſome Hoſt, bat: :whene his | 


ſome- Friends to keep; it up,/rallike| 
has' got Breath _again,)-. ſomeine- 
ver delerved tobe _medtipned,;. and 
others are urg ed. Madb:la Fropas-; | 
in ſhort, that his:way:of Wrifing::'t : 
roo Pindarical, ang- bu Excariions | 
too frequent, - _ Ts. rue, +he 16:60 | 

Complai. 8 


Evmplaifane' to * kis he Read” as ne- 
vet: to leave* him nm any . Barren 
Unculcvared' phces; he pives him 
an agreeable Viſta of Groves and 
Meadows: 'The' Scene varies eve- 
-ry- moment, and conſequently, muſt 
 delipht- hin" - bur ſtill 'he makes 
2B hive wander; ſtil he leads him onr 
Yo ob:trhe 'way, or at leaſt "for the 
+#4ake' ol '-one/Beauritul Proſpect Caſ- 
Sri hm a Mile or two about; 
Fand:'this' ar lofg'run canriot fail to 
; us nice/ Perſons who are--m 
pain ill they arrive at their Jour- 
Focys'end.' Op ' the other hand 
; St. Exuremont "is" not only Maſter 
cf of  all-the good*Qualitics of Mox- 
tagne" UvichGue' any of his deteQs, 
bue pofleſſes ſeveral others, to which 
3 WF che former was either alrogerher a 
6 IF Strafiger,, as *Gallantry and a' De- 
licateneſs of Difcernment, . or elſe 
was » ar lightly acquainted with. 


To 


be Epiſtle \Darlic arovy. 
'To:diſmils:this: Companilon}:h 

a: greater depth of 7 ors uranyl 
greater i: juſknc(s :4n; Reafoningsi.v * 
better talt of polite-Learning, ak a 

more cxquilite: 'knowledge--ofi. the | 
Worldi: | Nor eo-ſpeak of —_ 
guage, which will) adinit no- conb» | 

pariſon, - Icannoticonclude thisAr- | 
ticle withour obſervin g, chat evenin | q. 
hisMisfortunes,our Arathor has redes |! 
vedan honourable Elogy fromune>af | 

the |; moſt judicious! Weriters!:iim | 
France, - but a \\' Member of: that 3 
Order, which is ſeldom guilty: of 
paying Incenſe; to Perſons::3n - di | 
grace; and. what is|remarkable, an | b- 


_ Ocder to-which: he himſelf -hiid K+ þ 


no great Reipe@:. 1 a 
But '1 bambly beg your: Lord: | 
hips pardon, ' for rom ſo:long | 
upon a Subjea-which your Lord: | 
ſhip better underſtands than» a- | | 
w petion whatever. F:am': ſens | 2X 
fible, | 


The» Epftlc Dediratory. 

fible;: I' ſhould Commit the i:ſame 

Y Soleciim, ſhould I enlarge pon all 
your ſeveral Eminent. Qualities 
2 ſince: they: are 'as' well known' ro 
'® the greater part of mankind, as St. 
4 Emremonts Character is to your 
FJ Lordſhip. That Air of politeneſs 
F which diftinguiſhes: every thnogzyou 
"Ifay or do; that Unwearied Geries 
\Jrofity -in extending. your 'Favonrs 3 
AT that greatnels of Mind, thar admis+ 
AY rableSagacity andExperience u-all 
AY Affairs; arefo readily ackowledgedas 
 @vcltby:thoſe that have the honour to 
| FÞeadmitted mto yourConverſations, 
J2s others that. behold you -at a 
9 diſtance, and only view you-.in 
WE your Character as it is univerſally 
JJ eſtabliſhed; that as they cannot be 
J fee-inia; better light, fo the: pro- 
claiming of thens-wou'd: beino New 

. Diſcovery. G00 ants 27 
-F Andyet my Lord, as:in-all A- 
| bt. S3TT ; gEs 
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9 Ras 9. 


I. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


ges of the World, it has been ( if 4 
I may be allowed the die | 
the Apptnnage of a conſpicuous Me- 
rit to meet with many Enemies ; 
you'have not; been withcur your J 
ſhare -of them; but! Heaven . be 1 
Praiſed for ſetting ſuch great Odds | 
berween: their diſcretion and their |! 
Malice. "Twas your Lordſhi ps hap- '* 
pines that they charg'd you with |! 
things ſo' diſproportion'd and- ab- | 
ſurd, -chat none '({cemed/ tos bes | 
=_ them, but thoſe. who receive 
very thing without examination, 
or thoſe whoſe ititereſt it! was ito 4 
ſpread 'them,” For as'it - was impof- Þ 
fible for 'thein to {ſay the leaſt 'in- 
jarious thing of you without ha- | 
ving recourſe to'fifhon, they/mana- | 
ged it fo profuſely,” that like the | 
Old*Relators of Heroic- adventures, | 
they deftroyed that | very: belief | 
ny endeavoured to Propagate. | 
Even 


, A tis ad ©, + UE: ">. ot 2 
x 2» < by = Kaz (Ruth $5 3, IJ 41a} 
Lt NO SIE 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
vers that Inftrument, which by 


"Dine. of the moſt. induſtrious, Agents 


of Hell was deſigned to rum your 


4 Reputation with the reſt of man- 


? 


Fiod, for which purpole no Arti- 


7 
CY 


Fces of. Threats, and promites were 
ent, my Lord, ſerved; to. pro- 


"Haim, your! Lordſhips Virtue. co the 
 F\orld; and. never was Innocence 
More triumphant;aad never did Truth 


1 ain a_ more. glorious Conqueſt. 


"1 And now, -my Lord, x. your 
andor, has- not been wholly ex- 
auſted 1n forgiving theſe injuries, I 


Eumbly beg you. to employ. it once 


> 


 Hods-every where ſo Harmonious 


10re in pardoning the imperfections 


\ Wethis Tranſlation. My Friends aud I . 


lid our beſt endeavours, bur 
ound co Our: EXPENCE, it, was e- . 
ually ,, difficult. } to imitate and. 
Franflate St. Ererront. The pert- 


and 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 
and yet ſo unaffected, the Lai © 
guape 10 comprehenſive and yer (6 | 
clear, fo Polite and yet fo Natu- 5 
rab;, thar tho' we cou'd pretend to |} 
have reached his) meaning! in all | 
phces, which 457 no eaſy. matter | 
m'an Author ſo very nice and pene- |} 
traring;- yet we cannot withoue a 7 
| fenſible-regret, obſerve how: much 

\ we have' fillen below the Orignal. -. 
| Your Bbrd{hip' tas” received bet: | 
* ter preſents front other Hatidh, | 
but the 1 is offered "with no leſs fin-? 3 
cerity, 'And m this'ingle prefump- 
tion, 4 was glad, of this-occafion'to | 
dechars to. al the ogg tan 
xe "_—_ Antegrity;'- oy a 1 


'I am, my Lord, p TOY if 

90 Ld Lordſbips ” oft Humble, 

| and moſt. Obedient Serw an l | 
T., BROWN: | 


FR 


TH. iQ? Fs _ 
_ vok %, Fa , 


[ &* Ll ad 
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e,ccoapon 1\ 


PC 4% 4% 


"*% 2 «4 
, 


required them. 


8 A 
+ 


ryden indeed, who in his excellent Pre- 
Kce before the firſt Volume, has given us 
_ very good account of our inimitable 
luthor, ſeems to have pared me? this Ii- 
=”; owt however, be bas not ſo ex- 
; <0: the Subjett, but that there is fill 
| very ample Field for thoſe that come 
frer him to Cultivate. 
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T ſhall here take no notice of what 
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Mareſchal de Crequi, and. in his. Let- © 
ter t» Monſieur Juitel, the /1te Learned 
Library - keeper at St. James's, has ad- 


vanced upon the Score, of Religion. For 
beſides that he has 41, the Contro A | / 
verſic lik>--# Gentleman, nd not en | 


Theologue ; "tis certain he drew his \ 


Charatter of the Reformed from the \; 
Huguenots of France,. « ſort of Pea. * 


ple whom we are not obliged to juſtify, 


CY 


The Bf Valume mil rk be 


printed, with great Amendments, and At. || 


ditions; where I ſhall have a proper op- | 
portunity' to'\ prefix Diſſertation, -'whigh. | | 
avs , forced "for want of: room bere-to 0- | 


mil. * 


2 

\ % % , - 'F ts wh 4 
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MARSHALL de CREQUI, 


o ask'd the remper of my Mind, and my 
Thoughts of rings in general. 


By Dr. DRAKE. 


— 


HEN we are young, the Po- 
pular Opinion {ways us, and 
we are more ſolicitous to gain 

> Eſtcem of others then of our ſelves. 
t arrivd to Old Age, we are apt ta 
e a leſs value for Fgorein things, and 
moſt taken vp with our ſelves, when 

2 are reidy to abandon our ſelves. 
[ Mice i is like our other Poſſeſſions, all 
4 Bniſhes, when we think our ſtock great- 
"WM: Our meaſures are ſeldom rightly 
Wderſtood, till little remains to be ma- 
| wy Hence we ſee young Men ſ{quan- 
W&r (as it were) their Being, in which 
"Wey think they have a long term of 
Fears to come. -We NR more chary of 
our 
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2 To Monſrteur, the * 4 


our ſelves, as we grow nearer to loſe 4 
our ſelves. = 
The time has been, when my roving, 
uncontrol'd Fancy rambled after every * 
thing ſtrange to 1t: Ar preſent my | 
Mind contracts ir ſelf to the Body, and . 
unites more ſtraitly with it: Nor i 
this out of any ſenſe of Pleaſure from % 
ſuch an Alliance, but out of neceſfiry of 
the mutual Succour and Aſſiſtance, which 5 
they endeavour to afford one another. * 
In this teeble Condition, I yet retain '. 
ſome pleaſures, but I have loſt ally 
ſenſe of Vice, without knowing whether Yn; 
this change be owing to the Tnfirmity #h 
of a decay'd Body, or the moderation o! 5 
a Mind better improv'd in Wiſdom than, Fie 
heretofore. I fear my Age has a great: Yu 


nd 


4 Marſball de Crequi. 3 
: no longer touch'd with their ObjeAs, nor 
*ur Souls mov'd by their Impreſſions, it 


4: properly no more then a State of Indo» 


&ncc: Yet 1s not this Indolence without 
t's Charms, To think himſelf exempt 
From all uneaſinels, is enough to give Joy 
"to a reaſonable Man. 

2 The Enjoyment of Pleaſures is not al- 
Aays required; the privation of pain well 
2bſed, renders our Condition ſujhiciently 
DaÞPy- _ 

.* If any misfortune befall me, I am na- 
qurally little ſenſible of it, without daſh- 


g this happy Conſiitution with any 


Fhoughts of Conſtancy. For Conſtancy 
3s only dwelling longer upon our Miſe- 
ies. It appears the moit aimable Ver- 
Fuc in the World to thoſe who are un- 
Wer no afflictions, but 1s truly a new load 
$0 luch as are. 

Reſiſtance only Fretts us, and Inſtead 
{ caſing one grievance adds another : 

ithout Reſiſtance we ſuffer only the e- 
11s inflicted on us, with it our own 1m- 
WP! ovements too. For this reaſon under pre- 
Went Calamities, I reſign all to Nature ; I 
Felerve my prudence for times of tran= 
$9uillity. Then by reflecting upon my own 
gladolence, I take pleaſure 1n the pains, I 
| | B 2 endure 
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2 To Monſreur, the © L 
our ſelves, as we grow nearer to loſe b 
our ſelves. 3 
The time has been, when my roving, 
uncontrol'd Fancy rambled after every * 
thing {trange to it* At preſent my 3 % 
Mind contracts it ſelf to the Body, and 
unites more ftraitrly with it: Nor is 4 
this out of any ſenſe of Pleaſure from % 
ſuch an Alliance, but out of neceſfity of 1 
the mutual Succour and Aſſiſtance, which 
chey endeavour to afford one another. } 
In this feeble Condition, I yet retain 4 
ſome prntures, but I have loſt ally 
ſenſe of Vice, without knowing whether Yn; 


| this change be owing to the Tnfirmity #4 


of a decay'd Body, or the moderation of 5 
a Mind better improv'd in Wiſdom than Fie 
heretofore. I fear my Age has a great Yu 
er ſhare in it than my Vertue, that I Þe 
have more reaſon to complain, than Fo 
bragg of the Obedience of Inclinations 
In vain ſhould I aſcribe to my Reaſo!Þf 
the Power of {ubj<ing my deſires, i1W 
they are too weak to raiſe themſelves; an!'Wpil 
what Wiſdom ſoever Men at my Year/WÞic 
may boaſt of, it is hard to diſtinguiih,Wen 
- whether thoſe Paſſions, we now no long-Fek 
er feel, be {ubducd or expired. __ Jqui 
Howloever it be, when our ſenſes arManc 


y Marſhall de Crequi. 3 
o longer touch'd with their Objes, nor 
Sur Souls mov'd by their Impreſſions, 1t 
4 properly no more then a State of Indo» 
&ncc: Yet is not this Indolence without 
*'s Charms, To think himſelf exempt 
From all uneaſinels, is enough to give Joy 
to a reaſonable Man. 
23 The Enjoyment of Pleaſures 1s not al- 
Avays required; the privation of pain well 
2bſed, renders our Condition ſufficiently 
 DapÞPy-+ hs 
.* If any misfortune þefall me, I am na- 
+qurally little ſenſible of it, without daſh- 
Jng this happy Conſtitution with any 
Fhoughts of Conſtancy. For Conſtancy 
3s only dwelling longer upon our Miſe- 
Tics. It appears the molt aimable Ver- 
Fuc ina the World to thoſe who are un- 
Wer no afMlictions, but 1s truly a new load 
Fo luch as are. 
J Reſiſtance only Fretts us, and Inſtead 
Wi caſing one grievance adds another - 
SW ichout Reſiſtance we ſuffer only the e- 
F1ls inflicted on us, with it our own 1m- 
W: ovements too. For this reaſon under pre- 
Went Calamities, I reſign all to Nature ; I 
TFelerve my prudence for times of tran- 
Juillity. Then by refletting upon my own 
$adolence, I take pleaſure 1a the pains, I 
| | B 2 endure 


4 To Monſieur, the 


endure not, and by this means make hap- * 
py the molt indifferent State of Life. 4 

Experience grows with Age, and Wiſ. þ 
dom commonly with Experience: But 
when I alcribe this Vertue .to Old 4 
Men, I mcaa not that they are always 
Maſters of it. Thus 1s cerrain that they 
have always the Liberty to be wile, and 
ro knock oft decently thoſe Fetter 
which prejudice has put upon the World *' 
They only are allow'd tq take things for 1 
what they really are. | 

Reaſon does as' twere plant every thing 
in our Education ; which is afterward in 
a manner quite over-run by Fancy. Apt 
only has the power to drive out the on: 
from what ſhe had uſurp'd, and reeſtz 
blilh the other in what ſhe had loſt. ; 

For my elf, I obſerve religiouſly al -1 
real Duties. The imaginary I refuſe ov 2 
admit, as I like or diſlike *em. For in 7 
rhings to which I am not oblig'd,I think t 
equal reaſon to reje& what does not pleal: 3 
me, -or to accept what does. 

Every day frees me from one link at # 
leaft ofthe Chain, nor 1s it leſs for the ad 
vantage of thoſe from whom I diſengag: ? 
my felt, then me, who regain my liber- : 
ty. They are as great pgainers in the lob 3 


Marſhall de Crequi. 6 
>f an uſeleſs Man, as I ſhould have been 
2 loſer, by idely devoting my ſelfany long- 
*&r to 'em. 

3 Ofall Ties, that of Amity ts the only 
$ne that has, in my Opinion, almoſt 
refiftible Charms, and were it not for 
#he diſgrace that attends no Return, I 
Rou'd love meerly for the pleaſure of 
Loving, even where I was not belov'd a- 
Pain. 

$ in Love ill plac'd, the Sentiments of 
Amity entertain us purely by their . own 
agreeable ſweetneſs. But we ought to 
giveſt our ſelves of a juſt hatred for the 
Fatecelt of our own quiet. 

+ Happy is that Mind which can entire- 
gy. deny ſome Paſſions, and only unbend 
t ſelf to ſome others, It would then 
Þc void of Fear, Sadneſs, Hatred, or 
Acalouſte. It wou'd deftre without vio- 
gence, Hope without impatience, and 
RZEnjoy without tranſport. 

3 The ſtate of Vertue is not a ſtate of 
Zlndolence. We ſuffer in it a perpetual 
ZConflict betwixt Duty, and Inclination. 
zNow we do what diſguſts us, and now 
J oppoſe waat reliſhes well : Being almoſt 
$ always under force, both in our Actions, 
3 and Abſtinence. 


B 3 That 


6 


To Monſieur, the 


It reigns Peaceably over our movements, 
being only to Govern well as SudjeQs, 
what Vertue Combats as Enemies. 


I can ſay one thing of my felt, as extra % 


ordinary as true, that 1s, that I have ne. 
ver in my felt felt any Conflict between 
Paſhon, and Reaſon. My Paſſion never 
oppos'd what I reſolv'd out of Duty; 
and my Reaſon readily comply'd with 
what my Pleaſure Inclin'd me to. 


praiſe worthy ; on the contrary, I contels 
I have been often the more Vicious for it. 


Not out of any perverſe diſpoſition to E | 


vil; but becauſe Vice cover'd the Crime 
with an appearance of Pleaſure. 


It 1s certain, the nature of things 1s AY 


much better diſcover'd by refle&ion on 
'em, when paſt, then by their impreſſions 


at perception. Now the great Com- 7 


That of Wiſdom . is ſweet and calm, * 


I arm agg that this eaſie accord 1 - + 


merce with the World, hinders all atten- * 1 


tion in Youth. What we ſec in others 3. 
hinders us from examining well our ſelves. Þ 
Crowds pleaſe us at an Age, when we # 
Love (as on2 may fay) to diffuſe our % 
ſelves. Mul:itudes - grow troubleſome. # 
at another, when we naturally recoil to 7 

_ our {clyes, or inſtead of aumbers come to ,! 


| 


\: I 
=_— 
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Woaucity 'of Friends, who are more 


Funited to us. 
3} ?Tis this humour, that inſcnſ bly with- 
2draws us from Courts. We begin through 
#rhat to ſeek ſome Mean between Hurry 
and Retirement. We grow afterwards 


En. 
4 | 


| jaſham'd to ſhow an old Face amongſt 


4young Fellows. 
23 Let us not flatter our ſelves with our 
'3Judgments : A brisk Buffoonery will run 
ut down; and the falſe glittering of a 
Fouthful Fancy will tura to Ridicule our 
anoſt delicate Converſations. It we have 
2 Wit, the belt uſe of it is in private Come 
+panies ; for in a Crowd the Spirit main- 
;3tains it ſelf bur ill againſt the Body. 
= This Juſtice which we are oblig'd to 
4do our ſelves, ought not to make us un- 
Juſt to the young Men, We ought not 
* perpetually to cry up our own Times, or 
J envioully always condemn theirs. Let 
# us not rail at Pleaſures when we are' paſt 
J chem, or cenſure Diverſions, whoſe only 
7} Offence is our Incapacity. 
Z Our Judgments ought to be always the 
7 ſame. We may live, but muſt not judge 
7 by Humour. There is in mine an odd 
Bs which makes me mea- 
} ſure Magnificence more by its trouble 


| than Pop. 4 Shows 
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B To Monſieur, the F 
Shows, Feafts, and great Aſſemblies, {1 


invite not me to the ſight of 'em: The * 
Inconveniencies I muſt ſuffer, deter me, 7 


The elegant harmony of Conſorts en- 
gages not me {0 much, as the difficulty of 
adjuſting 'em diſobliges me. Abundance 
diſguſts me at my Meals, and Raritic, 
{cem to me an affected Curiolity. My 
fancy cannot recommend any thing to mz 
palate by my ſcarcity.My choice ſhou'd be 
of things eaſily to be had,that my Delicacy 
may not be ruled by Fancy, 
Iamas fond of Reading as ever, bc 
cauſe it' depends more particularly on th: 
mind, which tires not like the Senſes. In 
truth, I ſeek in Books my Pleaſure, ra- 
ther than my Inſtrufion. 

As I have leſs time for PraCtice, 1 
have leſs defire to learn. I have mor: 
need of a ftock of Life than of method: 


of living ; and the little that remains, 


15 better ſpent in things agreeable, than 


Inſtructive, The LatinAuthors afford me . 
the moſt, and Iread whatever Lthink fine, _ 
a thouſand times over without being cloy'd. | Þ 

A nice Choice has confin'd me to a few | Þ 


Books, in which I {eek rather ſound than 
fine Wit; and the true Taſte (to ule a 
Spanii2 Expreſſion) is ordinarily found in 

the 


Mar ſhall de Crequi. 9 


"He Writings of conſiderable Men. Iam 
Þleas'd to diſcover in 1wlly's tpittles, both 
Sis own Character, and Wie of thoſe 

erſons of Quality that Write to him. He 
ever diveſts himſelt of his Rhetorick, and 


Aimate Friend is as artificially Tnlinuated, 
4s if he were to prepolleſs a Stranger in 
2an Afair of the greateſt Conſequence in 
Fhe World. 

3 The Letters of che reſt want thoſe fine 
turns; but in my Mind, they have more 
- Food Senſe than his, and this makes me 


2nd general Abilities of the Romaxs at 
#hat rime. 

= Our Authors prefer the Age of Fu 
Fe+/tus upon the account of Yir;zl and Ho- 
xe ; and perhaps more yet upon the 
b core of Mzcenas, who encouraged Men 


Learning themſelves. 

It 1s nevertheleſs certain, that their 
K- zCarts as well as Courages began at that 
#time to decay. Grandeur of Soul was 
Wconverted to Circumſpett Condutt, and 
4 ſound Diſcourſe to Polite Converſation : 
21 know not what to think of the Remains 


{omerhing 


the leaſt recommendation to his mult in- 


dge very Advantageoully of the great 
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Zof Learning, than for thoſe Men of 


| zo Mzxcenas, unlels it be that they had 


: þ » , " IIS ——————— þ gp Bs n4p* *. 2 _ - —_— 2 35 - 
PC EAEADLI ATI. rr m9-os Rats; a <> Toit. NE IR Inge - ano nb =_ ” > i. a; # I ” _ W- 4 5 Þreeh), = LOOT: 
_ "va ——_ YL —_— as "Arup 706-ctby » . _ : ” p 
nes = "I _ / » a = hen HY k ©: an 4 wn * of Few =. S 
" ws p - [es NE” -»* Rl; oo > = we Fe 2 8 5 0” as 20: cs p a” oy q 
Ly Fr a Bj 1 20; FP rail: "AS Pea.” : ©". tw PONG. bes, 6 WONT. x: Wc 4. F.- Al =, at ", ; 4 ; 2 HM 
, . - oF +++, / E. Ln : '*,-. 1,4. Ao ns RS L £2 Wh 468... 2 «N; "22" <0 Mo: : mi 4 waar St 4p & D _ 
LING OSes => 5rrog9R x ; 4 l A Ri X; Ra, _» _ "2 el ET: =: TR * a "+, 4 v ?) : Von . Pry Ma 6] ORE S A 
<a J : bt 2 F. ns, _ « 1g + >. xs N 0 Q / A C EY i, 
ſys &- wt. * w/  rke _ 4 -—— A 1 & We 4." : R a ch _ : > L 4 a « aA A - DUCTS D atlas 
*< _ k ; - © 34 "Y _ - es ; ad £8 tes - bh ? "RX - 5 : y IJ —"Y WW. 1 Þ- " , 
= td. + C - p_- © be = T ha "MS 2 Jy _ I . —» <- = if 


w— - 
RY : 
4, os... 4... 
—— 
PONY 


—_ — TOI a" __ 
” -_ >. © mm 2 m8 - ® 
—_— oe _ Promney "Wie @ "* 
£ LES 0 WE JT” ——— 
ore Tn > 
- p OE K 
- x © 


10 To Monſieur, the 


ſomething of Grimace, which was mad: | 


to paſs tor delicate. 


Maecenas was Auzuſtus's great Favou 'S 
rite; The Man that pleas'd, and whon & 


all the Polite, and ſprightly Witts COurt: 


ed ; now 1s 1t not likely that his judgmen % 
over-rul'd the re{t, that they atteCted hi * 
Air, and Ap'd, as much as they could 


his Character ? 


Aignſtus himſelf leaves us no grea | 
Idea of his Latinity. What we ſee 0 7 


Tereace, what was reported at Rome 0 
politeneſs of Scipjo and Lelixs, the Re 
I:ques of Ce/ar, and what we have 0 
Cicero, with the complaiat of this lat 
for the loſs of what he calls, Sales, Lt 


pores, Vennitites, Urbanitas, Amanitai 


Feſtivitas, Faculties ; ; all together mak: 
me believe, upoa better conlideration, 


That we muſt ſearch ſome other time | 
than rhat of Avg«ftus, to find the ſound "th 
and agreeable Wit of the Romans, as wel 
as the pure and natural Graces of thei: x/ 


Tongue. 


very nice Palate in all theſe Matters ; 


which perſwades me, that the reſt of his 31 
Contemporaries had not. For the nice- # 


ty of his Reb conſiſted chiefly in find- 


It may be ſaid, That Forace bad 1 4 
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ng that of others ridiculous. But as for 
hc Impertinencies, falſe Manners,and At- 
&:Qations which he laugh'd at, his ſenſe 
0u'd not at this day appear ſo very jult. 
4 1own that of Auguſtus to have been the 
Age of excellent Poets ; but it follows not, 
That it was that of Univerſal Genius's. 
2 Poetry requires a peculiar Genius, that 
Aorecs not overmuch with good ſenſe. 
Jt is ſometimes the Language of Gods, 
Sometimes of Buftoons, rarely that of a 
Tivil Man. Ir delights in Figures, and 
Fittions, always beſides the reality of 
$hings, tho? it be that only, that can ſa- 
Risfy a ſound Underſtanding, 
+ Not but that there 1s ſomething Noble 
44n making good Verſe; but we muſt 
Have a great command of our Genius, 0- 
Fherwiſe the mind is poſleſs'd with ſome- 
#hing Foreign, which hinders it from the 
"Hree management of it ſelf, 
= He's a Block-head (lay the Spaniards) 
"What can't make two Verſes, and a Foo! 
"3Zhat makes four, If this Maxim pre- 
vail d over all the World, we ſhould 
+2 want a thouſand fine Works, the read- 
ing of which gives us a very delicate 
Pleaſure; but this Maxim reſpe&s Men 
ot Buſineſs, rather than proteſs'd Poets. 
However, 


12 To Monſ::ur, the 


However, thoſe that are capacitated fo 
ſuch great Works, will not oppole the 


force of their Genius, for whart I can ſay; 4 


and it is certain, that amongſt Authors, 
thoſe only will write few Verſes, who 


find themſelves curb'd more by their own 


natural Unaptnels, than by my Reaſons, 


Excellent Poets.are as requiſite for our | 
pleaſure, as great Mathematicians for our 


= of 
uſe: Bur it is ſyfhicient for us to he ac- 


quainted with their Works, and not en-._ 


gage our {elves in the ſolitary Enthuſiaſm 
of the one, or to exhauſt our Spirits in 
Meditation like the other. 


Of all Poets, Comedians are moſt proper 1 


for the converſe of the World : For they 


oblige themſelves to paint naturally what 


patics in it, and to exprels after a lively 


manner the Thoughts, and Paſſions of A 


Men. 


How new an Air ſoever, may be given | 
to old Thoughts, that ſort of Poetry # 
Is very tedious which 1s fall'd with Simi- 
lies of the Morning, the Sun, Moon, and * 
Stars. Our Deſcriptions of a calm and a $i 
tempeſtuous Sea, repreſent nothing which 3 
the Antients have not done much better. ? 

Now we have not only the ſame Ideas, ? 
but the very ſame Expreſſions, the ſame 7 
Rhy mes 3 
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Rhymes. I never hear of the Harmony 
Sf Birds, but I prepare my elf for the 
*Hurmuring of Brooks; the Shepherds 
Ire always lolling upon Fern, and you 
Say ſooner find a Grove without a 
Shade in its - proper ſight, than in our 
Ferles 

Z This muſt neceſſarily at length be ve- 
Fy tedious; which cannot happen in 
Comedy, where with pleaſure we ſee our 
own Actions drawn, and are touch'd with 

Paralc! Motions. 

+ A Diſcourſe of Woods, Rivers, Mea- 
gows, Ficids, and Gardens, make but a 
ery languiſhing Impreſſhon upon us, un- 
2&6 their Beautics be wholly new ; But 
2 diſcourſe of Humanity, its Inclinations, 
WY endernefles, and Aticctions, finds ſome- 
Fhing at the bottom of our Souls pre- 
'Þar'd to receive it ; the ſame nature pro- 
-Fluces and receives 'em, and they are ca- 
ily transfuſed from the Actors to the 
Bpectators, 

3 The Delicacy of Love ſooths me, and 
Fits tenderneſs touches me ; and as in Spaiz 
-Fthey love the beſt of any Country in the 
23 World, I am never weary of reading in 
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Zam more affeQcd with the Paſſion of one 


their Authors Amorous Adventures. I 
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14 To M onſrenr, the -N 
of their Lovers, than I ſhou'd be with my ' 
own, were [I yet capable of any. The 
very Imagination of thoſe Amours raiſes 
in me certain motions for the Gallant, } 
which I cou'd never feel for my ſelf. 3 
There is perhaps as much Witt in the 
other Writings of that Nation, as in ours; þ 
but it 1s a Wir that gives me no ſatisfaQti 
on, except that of Cervantes in Dos | 
©aixot, which I cou'd read all my lik * 
without being diſguſted one ſingle mo. - N 
ment. c 
Of all the Books I have ever read, Dos 
Qixot 1s thar, of which I ſhou'd be moi * 
ambitious to have been the Author. No 
thing in myOpinion, can contribute more | 
to the forming in us a true reliſh of every 
thing. I wonder how Cerwaxtes cou'd, a, | 
It were out of the Mouth of one of the 
greateſt Fools in the World, ſhew him-' 
ſelf maiter of all che Underſtanding and} 
Knowledge imaginable, T admire the! 
diverſities of his Charatters, which arc*W- 
of the moſt uncommon ſtamp in the F< 
World, and at the ſame time the moit na ? 
tural. S 
Quzeveao indeed appears a very Ingeni- Pt 
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ous Author, but I eſteem him more for 


wiſhing all other Books Burat, when « 
hats 
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Ld read Dor Q1i>0t, than for having 
ecn able to read 'em. _ 
NY 1 am not acquainted enough with 14- 
KL, Verſe, to taſte their delicacy, or ad- 
Sire their Grace and Beauty ; I meet 
With ſome Hiſtories 1n that Tongue a- 
re all the Moderns, and ſome Treati- 
&+ of Politicks even above what the An- 
Scots have Written. 
2 As for the Morality of the ITralians, it 
/& full of Conceipts, which favour more 
& a Fancy that aims to Sparkle, than of 
{lid Senſe founded on deep RefleQions. 
'$ I am very curious of every thing that 
z fine in French, and am very much dif- 
taſtcd at a thouſand Authors, that ſeem 
2qnly to have written for the Repuration 
| | f being Authors. I read not for the cre- 
Wit of having read abundance, and this 1s 
"F which tyes me up to certain Books, 
Avhere I'm afſur'd to meet fatisfaQtion. 
i; Montagne” s Eflays, Matherbe's Poems, 
Corneille's Tragedies, and Vortnre's Let- 
Wcrs have eſtabliſhed to themſelves, as it 
Frere, a Titlero pleale me during Life. 
Af Montagne has not the {ame ſucceſs with 
Þthers through their whole Courſe. As 
Fe particularly lays open Men, the 
Loung and the Old are pleaſed to ſee 
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- which 1s outwardly expreſs'd is much } 


16 To Monſeur, the 


themſelves in him by the reſemblance of 
their Thoughts. The tpace intermedi./y 
ate to theſe Ages, takes 'em off from Na." 
ture to other Proteſſions; and then he 
find leſs in Montagze that firs *em. = J J 
Art Military employs the General ; 
liticks the Stares-man 3 Divinity wwll 
Churciz Man; and Law the Judge. 
Montazne returns upon us, when Na- | 
ture has brou zht us back again to our J 
ſelves; and the approach of Age, when af 
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we truly feel what: we are, recalls the oe 
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Prince as well as his meaneſtSubjects from 7 
his Enzagements to his Function, to the file 
more ncar and ſenſible intereſt of his ' fi 
Perſon. TE: 
I Write not this out of any impulk ji 
of vanity, which urges Men to make | Yc 
their Fancies publick. I inſtruct my | 
ſelt by what I tay, and underitand my ma 
ſelf better by expreſſing the Notion | - 'þ 
have forin'd of my elf, then I could by | ap! 
private thought-, "as Tnternal Reflect: a, 
Ons. 4 I 
The Idea a Man has of himſfelt ” ſt 
{imple attention to Internal Meditations, "Wk 
1s always a little confus'd. The Image n 


EY 4 


more exact, and gives us a much or ba 
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dgment of our ſelves, when it is again 
bmittcd to the Examination of the 
nd, after having been laid before our 


4 >S, 

F Beſides, the flattering Opinion of our 
own merit loſes half its Charms, as 
on as it comes into the light ; and the 
@mplaiſance of ſelf Love infſenfibly va- 
Whing leaves behind it only a diſguſt 
of its {weetneſs, and ſhame tor a vanity 
adfooliſhly enrertain'd as judicieuſly quir- 


3 To cqual Matherbe to the Antients, I 
fipd nothing finer then his own compo- 
(ions. 1 wou'd only in his works re- 
trench what is not worthy of him. It were 
Wultice to poſtpone him to any one who- 
Fer. But he muſt bear with us, if 
Jr the honour of our own Judgments, we 
Wake him give place to himlſelt. 

2 Almolt the ſame we may ſay of Cor- 
#e//:. He wou'd be above all the Trage- 
Mans of Antiquity, if he were not in ſome 
| Iis pieces much below himſelf. He 
S$ lo admirable in what is fine, that he 
ke Saway all patience for what is inditfe- 
nt. What in him 1s not excellent, me- 
Wiaks is naught ; not that ir is bad, but 
Dat it wants the perfection of the reſt. 
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But thoſe are petty ticklings, pleaſing e.: 


Publiſher ; But be was like ſome Fathers 


_ To Morſe ur, the = 
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Jr is not enough for him to pleaſe us light 
ly, he's bound ro touch us to the quick 

It he raviſhes not our minds, they em." 
ploy their urmoſt penetration, envioull| 1 
to diſcover the difterence between hn, 
and himſelf. 


Some Authors may ſimply move wi 
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nough when we have nothing elle w 
mind. Corneille prepares our minds fn 
tranſports : If they be not elevated, the; 
are left in a condition more uneaſic chal : 
languour. ny 
Ic is, I confeſs hard, always to Charm: 1 
Very hard at pleaſure to raiſe a mint * 
from its temper, to unhinge a Soul. Bu? 
Corneille by having.done it ſo often, aj an 
laid upon himſelt an Obligation to do 1% 
always. Let him expunge what is no; 
noble enough tor him, and he will leavy 
us in a full admiration of thoſe Bcautio | 
which no one can Parallel. = 
I ſhould not excule Yoitare for a greall ''P 
many of his Letters, which he ought 3 
have {ſuppreſs'd, had himſelf been theſh 
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equally kind and prudent, who have al 
naiural attection for their Children, and! 
in lecet cheriſh thoſe that want worth| 
thereby 


Marſhall de Crequi. 19 
-reby to avoid expoſing their Judgments 
the Publick by their Indulgence. 
He might have ſhew'd all his Fondneſs 
ſome of his Works ; for there 1s ſome- 
Bog in 'em ſo unaccountably ingenious 
polite, ſo tine, and ſo agreeable, that i 
takcs away all taſte of the Sales Attic 
8d the Roman Trbanitas ; ecclyples quite 
e Spirit and Wit of the Italians, and the 
Wllantry of the Spazzaras. | 
EY We have in Frexch ſome particular 
aces of admirable Beauty ; of which 
amber is the Funerall Oration of the 
Wccn of Exe/and by Monſieur de Meaux. 
Mere is a certain Spirit diffus'd through 
"We whole diſcourſe, which gives as great 
2 opinion of the Author before he is 
own, as of his Work, after *tis read. 
Ws Character is impreſs'd on all that he 
8s; fo that altho' I have never ſeen 
m, I paſs eaſily from the admiration 
W his Diſcourſe to that of his Perſon. 
3 Nor amlT leſs afte&ted with the Abridg- 
Went of General Hiftory done by the ſame 
WFclate. Such reach is there in his Re- 
tions: The ſenſe ſo ſound, {o 
reat a purity of Reaſoning! What a 
apacity of mind muſt he have in one 
heme to comprehend fo great a variety 
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and place? What Judgment to recon. # 


20 To Monfeenr, the 


of Events, fo far disoyn'd both in time | 


cile *em as he do's, and draw from *%n* : 
Conſequences ſo advantagious to the true * , 
wn. | = 1 
Religion * 4 
How great ſoever the pleaſure of Read. 
ing is to me, yet that of Converſation 
will ever be more ſenſtble. The acquain-/! 
| A 
tance of the Ladies would afford the 
ſweeteſt, it their Charms did not put w# 


"* 


to too much pain to defend our ſelves from ® 


h 


doing Homage to 'em. Yet this is a vio- 
lence I rarely ſuffer ; as my Age renders. 
me unacceptable, my Experience make WW; 
me nice ; and it they can't be pleas'd withzÞ, 
me, Tam by way of return as little ſa 
tisfied with them. =_ 
There are ſome whoſe Merits make 2% 
conſiderable impreſſion on my mind, but 
their Beauty has lirtle influence on me. 
And if Iam at any time ſurprized by it, 
I preiently reduce my Paſſion to a plea} 
ting reaſonable Amity, that has none 
the uncalinelles of Love. : 
Amonglt Ladies, the moſt meritorious? 
perſun with them, 1s the Lover ; thei 
zext, the Conhdent of their Iaclinations ;* 
the third, he that ingenioully ſcrs off all Miri, 
that 1s amiable 1n 'em. If nothing wil Win 
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Marſhall de Crequi. 21 
in their hearts, we may art leaſt gain 
SFheir Favours by Complements; for next 
Bo the Lover,to whom all mutt give place, 
SF pleaſes '*em moſt, that can make %em 

Þicaſe themſelves beſt. 

*Z When you converſe with '*em, avoid 

Karcfully all indifference, they are from 

cir Souls Encmies to {ſuch coldnefs, or 

Yove your ſelf, or flatter what they love, 

Sr paint 'em ſo as to plunge 'em 1t1]l deep- 

Br in Love with themſelves. For Loye 

-Þf ſome ſort or other they mult have, it 

&& a Paſſion their Hearts are never unfure 

1:!h'd with. Dire& a poorHeart how to 

Znploy it. 

& Ls true,ſome of 'em can have eſtcem, 
nd even tenderneis too without Love ; 
nd others there are as worthy of our 
onhidence and Secrets as the molt truſty 

@f our Friends. | - 

I know ſonie that have no leſs Wit 
ind Diſcretion, then Charms and Beauty : 
ut thoſe are Rarities, that Nature wan- 
only beſtows on the World, whether by 
lelign or Caprice, and we can draw no 

onſequences in Fayour of the Generall, 
rom things ſo particular, and from Qua- 
ities ſouncommon. Women ſo extraor- 
linary ſeem to invade the CharaQter of 


C 3 __ © Men, 


Mt. 


22 To Monſieur, the 


Men ; and perhaps it is a kind of revoil 
trom their Sex, to ſhake off the Natura) 

Conditions of it for the real Advantages * 
ours. 
I confeſs IT have formerly been more m 
ficult in the choice of theMen, with whon'# ; 
I Convers'd, then at preſent am; ; and 
think my ſelf not ſo much a Loſer in poin.3 
of Delicacy,as a gainer in point of Senſ* 
I then ſought tor Men that cou'd Tom | 
me 1n every thing, I now ſeck every thing? 
that may pleaſe me in any Man. Fl 

A Man in all reſpects agreeable, is tor 4 
great a Rarity, and it is no Wiſdom t1,3 
hunt for what we are hardly ever like 
find. That Delicacy of pleaſure, whics 
our imagination paints to us, is what wi 
ſeldom enjoy ; the ſickly nice Fancy gived 
us a dilreliſh of thoſe things, which wi 
during the whole courſe of our lives 
might obtain. 
Not that, tro ſay Truth, it is impoſſibig 
to find ſuch Jewels, but It 1s very rare 
that Nature forms * em, and that For! 
tune favours us with 'em. My good Stari I 
made me know one of this rank in Francs 
and another of <qual merit in a Forreign! 
Country, who was the whole delight of mjj 
Life, Death has robbed me of this - ca 
urGjl 
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rc, and I can never think on that cruel i 


\Way on which Monſieur Daubgny died, Ni 
*Wut I may with a ſad and ſenlible regrett, I 
= y ; | 


cd  ———— Quem ſomp r acerbum, 
3K Semper honoratium, ſec at voluſt is, habebo. 


Among your other meaſures for the con- 
"Wu of Society, you mult rake care to 
-*Ypprehend the good thinys leperately ; be- 
Fare to diſtinguiſh Solidity from Prolixi- 
*&y, good Nature from want of Senſe, 
cence from Ridicule. You will find theſe 
Qualities promiſcuonily blended, not only 
Lmong thoſe Men whom you may at 
2FÞlcalure make choice of, or repudiate, but 
FF cn among thoſe whom your interelt, 
For other tyes as obligatory,ſhall bind you 
” 7 
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[ have {cena Man of the gayelit natural 
parts in the World, lay aſide the happy 
facility of his Genious, and engage in 
Y Arguments of Science and Religion, in 
A which he betray'd a ridiculous ignorance. 
3 TI know one of the moſt Learned Men 
in Europe, of whom one may Learn a 
AF thouſand things curious or profound, 
A 10 whom nevertheleſs you will fiad an 
C 4 Impotence 
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impotence of Beleit in every thing extrad 
ordinary, fabulous, or exceedin;zz Credit. | 
That great Matter of the Stage, of 
whom the Romans are more beholding'3 
for the Beauty of their thoughts, then to 
their own Wit or Vertue : Corzetlle who 
fufficiently diſcovers himſelf without na 
ming, ſpeaks like an ordinary Man wha 2 
he ſpeaks for himſelt. He exhauſts ay 
his ſtock of thought for a Greek or a R-) 
men: A Frendh-man or Spaniard abarsÞ =Y 
his courage ; and when he ipeaks for him, 
he is quite diſpirited. He racks his ima: 
gination for all that is noble to adorn ni 
Old Heroe's, and you would lay, thar mW 
debarr'd himſelf the advantage of his own® 
proper Wealth,as it he were not worthy 
the ule of it. 4 
If you know the World perfeQly, you® 
will find in it abundance of Men relaathl 
for their Talent, and as contemptible for! 
their failing, Expect not they thou'd al-| 
ways diſplay their good Qualities,and dil-} 
creetly cover thc1r Infirminies. You {hall? 
lee *'em flight theirVertues, and fondly in | 
dulge their defeQs, It reits upon your? 
Judgment to make a better choice then 1 
themlelves, and by your Addreſs, to draw | 
from 'em that worth, which they cou'd } 
not ealily communicate, For | | 


Marſhall «de Crequi. 25 


For theſe Ten Years, which I have ſp-nt 
2 Forreizn Countiy, I have found as 
uch pleaſure, and been as bappy in the 
njoyment ofConverfation,as it | had been 
11 the vime 1n Fraxce, TI have met with 
{ons of as greatW orth asNuality, whoſe 
*Wocicty has been the greateſt comfort of 
My Life.{ have known Men as witty as a- 


"Dy 1 have ever ſeen, who have join'd the 


__— 
"+ 


-DÞlcaſure of their Friendſhip to that of 
$5 Fheir Company. 

1,3 I have known ſome Ambaſſadors ſo 
- 2@clicate,that it ſeem'd to me a conſiderable 
3 Foſs, whenever the Dury of their Charac- 
: Mer ſuſpended the exerciſe of their more 
1Epeculiar Excellencies. 

3 1 have formerly thought that there were 
$0 Man of Honour bur 1n ourCourt ; that 
uWhe effeminacy of warmer Climates, and 
cÞ kind of Barbarity in the colder,hinder*d 
x WheNatives from being rais'd to this pitch, 
| F&xcept very rarely. But experience has 
at length convinc'd me, that there are 
2Wuch every w:1ere, and if I have not diſco» 
- FE27<: vu 1t 1oon enough, it 15 becaule it is 
r Fdithcult tor a French-man under long 
n Mule to reliſh any but thoſe of his own 
v F\Ountry. 

Eyery Nation has it's excellence, with 
[ a 


26 To Monfeenr, the 


a certain turn proper and peculiar to it] 
Genious. My Judgment, too much wed. 
ded to our own Air, rejected as faulty} | 
what was Foreign to us. Becauſe we'l 
ſee *em imitate us 1n the Faſhion of chings F 
Exterior, we woud impole upon af 
the imitation of us, even in the Dreſs of 
Vertue t00. - 
In truth, the grounds of any Eiſentid ] 
Quality, are every where the ſame ; bu 
we endeavour to fit the Extrinſicks to out 
Humour, and thoſe among us that paj: Fe 
che greateſt deference to Reaſon, nult hav 
with it ſomething to gratific their Fan ; 
CiCsS. ; 
The difference which I find vecwed ; 
the Air of us and other Nations, to ſpeal# 
ingenuouſly,is that ours is induſtriouſly at 
fected, and that of other Nations A : 
ſed by Nature, as it were 1n an indelibk? 
CharaQer. 
In all my life, 7 have never known but 
two Perſons that were univerſally tak? 
ing, and thoſe differently. The one had 
agreeable Qualities of all ſorts ; for the? 
ordinary fort of Men, tor the Humoritts ; 
and even for the Fantaſtical ; he ſeem'3} 
to have in his Nature, wherewith to 
plealc every body. The other had ſo mas 
up 
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rare Accompliſhments, that he might 
[ure himſelf of eſteem where-eyer Ve ere 
1e was rever'd. The firſt cout infi- 
ate himſelf, and never faild to gain 
he AﬀeRions. The ſecond was iomie- 
what moroſe and fierce, but command- 
d eſteem. To compleat this difference, 
Man gave himſelf up with pleaiure ro 
he inſinuations of the former, and {u"7- 
itred oftentimes with relu&tance ro the 
vorth of the latter. I had a ttrict 
_ with 'em both, and can lay, 
What 1 never ſaw any thing in the one, 
put what was agreeable ; or in the other, 
ut what was valuable. 

WhenlT want the company of men of 
onverſation, I have recaurſe to te 
earned ; and if I meet wit:: Men $kiltuil 
n polite Learning, I think my oi 20 
preat loſer by exchangeing of the d:1i.as 
y of the preſent, tur thac of pait 4 
But there are very few that have a _— 
udgment ; Polite Learning is by mi 
Mens management \2ndercd. VEry NAute- 
Ous. - 

of all the Men I er * knew, Anrqui- 
ty is the moit inderied 10 Mir. Hf a» 
not only for the nicetv 7 ited hncne! $ 
apprehention, which þ.. :n1 toys | 044 2, 
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even into the Soul of theAntients for their 
true meaning, but likewiſe for the Beau. 
ty of his Fancy, with which he embel-i q 
liſhes their Thoughts too. 4 

I have ſeen in few Years abundance x 
Criticks, and but few good Judges. [3 
affe& not that ſort of Learned Mea, that? 
rack their Brains to reſtore a Reading, 
which is not mended by the Reſtitution, 
The whole Myſtery of their Learnins® 
lyes in what we might as well be igno-* 
rant of, and what is worth the know-% N 
ing,they never underſtand. They neva 
imagine, never think nicely enough to 
taſte the delicacy of the Senſe, or the | 
legance of a Thought. They may ſerv 
wel} enough for Expoſitors to Gramma-3 
rians ; they drudge the ſame way,and ar: 
made of the ſame Lump : but they can? 
never rightly apprehend any Man of Senk? 
among the Anticnts; ſuch a Talent i 
diametrically oppoſite to theirs, — | 

In Hiſtory,they neither mind Mg, nor; 
matters; they lay the whoſe weight on? 
Cronology ; and for the date of a Con-y 
ful's Death, negle& the knowledge of-his} 
CharaQer, or of the Tranſactions during 
his Conſulate. Tully with them had! 
been no more Tn a Compiler of Ha-% 
_ rangues, 8 
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angues, or Ceſar then a Scribler of Com 
nentaries. The Conſul, the General {lip by 
>m without notice, the Spirit that ani- 
ates their Works 1s unperceiv'd, and the 
rincipal Matters they treat of uns» 
nown. | 
| 1 value infinitely -a Critic of S2nſe, if 
ie expreſſion may be allow'd. Such is 
e excellent Work of Machiavel upon the 
WD:cades of Livy; and ſuch wou'd be the 
. Fictions of Monhieur de Rohan upon C'e- 
Js Commentaries, had he peirc'd deeper 
=Þto his Deſigns, and expos'd to a clearer 
Wh the ſecret Springs of his ConduQ. 
lotwithſtanding, I muſt own that he has 
quall'd, ifnot outreach'd the penetration 
Machiavel 1n his remarks upon the cle- 
tency of Ceſar in the Civil Wars. But 
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2 ſuch Wars, gave abundance of light to 
Mole judicious Obſervations. 

2 Aiter the Study of polite Learning 
for which I have a more particular at- 
ction,) I Love the Science of thoſe. great 
awyers, who might themſelves be Legiſf- 
tors ; who reaſcend to that Original Ju= 
Ice that rules Humane Society, that 
now what liberty Nature permits in 
[tabliſht Goveraments, and what for the 


publick 


q 


e may fee that his own experience 
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publick Good, caſtes private Men of the 
W _—_— of Politicks. | 
"8 Tie Converſacion of Mr. ——— afford; 
"Y nn inſtructions with as much pleaſure # 
as probt. Fiom Hotbs, that great geni-/} 
ous of Exeland, we may receive theſe ſhin. 
12g Lights, yet not altogerher ſo true: 
f.- ſvinernings he miſtakes, others 1 
PUuli 5 toc far. 4 
W cre Gretins yet alive, all things mighl 
L> Tearnt of that univerſally Learns . 
Mz, who is yet more valuable for his Rea-l 
ſonings than for his Learning. Tho) he 
15 Dead, his Writings 1till- reſolve the} 
moſt naportant dyhculties; and were} 
Juftice only regardec, they might be af 
F ſtanding rule to all Nations- in points of} 
F'Yl War, and Peace, His Book, de Tore Bel. 
ny li & Pacs, ought to be the chief Study of 
#| Sov craign Princes, their Minifters, and 
[| w-ioever elſe have any ſhare 1n theGovern- 
bs: men: of the People. f 
Th Nay, even the knowledge of that Lavf 
| which deſcends to the affairs of private} 
| Men, ought not to be ſlighred, But this 
left co tiie care of theGentlemen oftheGonn,} 
41 and denied to Princes as a thing below! 
'Th them, tho' every moment of their Reign,} 


they ifſue our Warrants that extend to? 
tlic | 
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e Fortunes, Liberties, and Lives of 
zeir Subjects. 
They are only entertain'd with Ha- 
ngues about Valour, which is only an 
trument of Deſtruction, and Diſcourſes 
'Liberality, which 1s bur a more regular 
ethod of {quandertng, unleſs it is boun- 
d by Juttice. They ought indeed to 
it the Vertues they preach to the neceſ- 
*FWics of every ones temper: To intuſe 
| $Dberality into the Covetous, ro {pur the 
.AdaRtive with the thirſt of Glory, and 
*@Qgrb, as much as is poſſible,the ambitious 
With the Reins of Juitice. But amongſt 
the diverſity of Tempers , Juſtice is 
Il moſt requilite ; for it keeps up order 
well in him that does it, as in them to 
hom it 15 done. 
This 15 not a conſtraint that leſſens the 
dwer of a Prince, for in doing it ro 0- 
ers, he learns to do it to himſelf, and ſo 
15 1n him a voluntary act,tho' we necel- 
rily receive it from his power. 
I read not in Hiſtory of any Prince, bet- 
r Educated then Cyrss ithe great. They 
ere not contented exactly to inform 
Bn what was Juſtice 1n all reſpcQs, 
1, Wt they made him put his Inttructions in 
\Wactice as often as occalion was otfer'd;{o 
T tha 
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that they did at the ſame time imprin 
the notions of it on his Mind, and eſta 
bliſh an habitual Juſtice in his Soul. AJ 
The Education of Alexander was 
ſomewhat too large an extent : He way 
Taught the knowledge of every thing in* 
Narure, but himſelf, His ambition af 
terwards diffus'd it ſelf as far as his Learn 
ing ; and knowing all, he grew defirou# 
to © onquer all, But he had little or no 
method 1n his Conquelts, and abundanaY 
of irregularity in his Life for want 0% 
knowing what he owed to the publick® 
to private Men, and to himſelf. L 
No Men W hatſoever can take too ci 
fectual a care to make themſelves juſt 
tor they have naturally too ſtrong a Bia 
the contrary way. 4 
Juitice 15 the foundation and the Fenc® 
of all Society ; whithout it we ſhould {til} 
be Strowlcrs, and Vagabonds ; our impe4 
tuolity would ſoon reduce us to our pri 
mitive contuſion, out of which we ari| 
happily extr icatcd, yet inſtead of chear! 
fully acknowledging the benefit, we find 
' a regret to ſubaur ro that happy Subj ea 
on it © keeps us 1n, and till lony fr tl 
Fatall Liberty which would be the uahap? 
pinefs of our Lives. 
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When the Scriptures tell - us that the 
alt are few, it means not in my Opini- 
that Men are not yet inclind to 
20d Works. But it ſeems to intimate 


| ut it 
Wow lictle an Inclination they bave to%em 
Wt of a principle of Jultice. 
8 Indeed were Mens good Actions ex- 


nined, they would molt of 'em be found 
\ have their ſource trom the confidera- 
2n of ſome other Vertues. Bounty, Friend- 
', and Benevolence are the ordinary 
rings from. whence they flow : Chart- 
{upplics our Neighbours wants ; Li- 
MWralicy beitows, and Generolity obliges. 
2Wltice which ought to partake in all, is 
d afide as burthenfome; and neceſſi- 
alone gives it a ſhare in our Actions, 


t complaiſance in theſe tirtt qualities, 
ere we act upon pleating Motives : 
It 11 this ſhe finds a ſecret violence, 
cre anothers Right extorts from us 
at we.owe, and we only acquit our 
ves of our own Obligations, not lay any 
on them by our beneficence. 

It isa ſecret averſion to Juſtice that 
akes us fonder of giving tban returning, 
obliging than acknowledging. Thus 
: ice the moſt liberal, generous Men 


Nature endeavours to hind a kind of 


are 
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are not uſually the moſt Juſt. Jultice In 
cludes a regularity that bridles *em, 

being founded on a conſtant method 
Reaſon ,oppos'd to thoſe natural impulſ3 
which are the Hinges uport which it: 
rality almoſt always moves. 

There is ſomething, I know not whal 
heroical in great Libcrality, as well as 
great V atour ; ; and there 15s a great Ani 
logy between thoſe two Vertues, the on 

raiſes the Soul above the Conſideration | 
Wealth, as the other beyond the manag# 
ment and delire of Life. Bur with 
theſe gay and generous Motives, without 
good ConduR, the one becomes ruinou 
and the other Fatal. 

Thoſe whom croſs copidnins of Fortud 
have undone, are pityed by all the Worls 
becaule it 15 a misfortune rhe Condition! 
of Humanity ſubmit us to : But thoſe thi 
are reduce'd to Miſery by vain profuſion 
rail? more contempt than commuleration# 
becaulc it 15 the Ifſuc of a peculiar Follj] 
from which every Man has the good cor 
cerpt to think himlelt exempr. 

But betides Nature is always a ſuffere 
little by compaſſion, and to relieve he 
clt of an uncalic thought, She reprefen 
fo her felt the Folly of che Prodigall, 7 

the 
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her than reſt on the proſpect of the Beg*- 
ar. All things conſider'd, it is enough 
br private Men to be BenetaQors. 
As this ought not to be meerly through 
ſofrneſs of Nature which Ilukewarmly 
ts go what it has not its ſtrength to 
cep ; I deſpiſe the weakneſs which 
e call ill plac'd Bounty, and hate no 
(; the vanity of thoſe that never do a 
indneſs but for the pleaſure of boaſting 
li if, 
»#8FT here are not ſo many ungratefull Men, 
38s there are thought to be ; becaule there 
e not ſo many generous Men as we 
agin. He that in ſilence ſuppreſſes a 
our receiv'd 1s an unthankful Fellow, 
ar deſerv'd it not. Burt he that publiſh- 
3 One that he has done, turns it to an 
jury, ſhewing to your diſgrace the ne- 
flity you had of him. 
| would have an honeſt Man cautious 
t receiving obligations, and ſenſible of 
eM when receiv'd: I would have him 
at obliges fatisfyed with the generoſity 
t the Adtion, and not think of any ac- 
nowledgement from the Party oblig'd. 
Vhen a return is expected, it is no long- 
liberality ; it is a ſort of Trade, which 
© ſpirit of Intereſt wou'd introduce in- 
d Favours, D 2 'Tis 


Bur pure Ingratitude 1s without farthe} 


tlounded oa a Conccipt of our pwn worth 
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"Tis true, there are ſome perſons in| 
whoſe nature ingratitude is rooted : Ingra-} 
Litucic 1s the main ingredient 1n their com.» 
polition ; with that their Heart their Soul, 3 
anu every part is ſeaton'd: ' Then make 
no returns to Love, not becaule they art} 
ha:d ard inſenſible, but becauſe they are 
10{ratctull. 

"Chis ingratitude of the Heart is of al 
the kinds of it the moſt oppoſite to Hu-Y 
manity. For a generous Man may "0 
lomerimes neceffitated to baniſh tell 
thoughts of a paſt kindnelſs,to eaſe himkl 
ot the rouble that ſome Obligations ary 
apt to give. Bur Friendſhip knitts, noi 
tecters . us togetlier 3 and Without 1oml 
extracriinary violence to Nature, it 6} 
impothble to refilt 1ts tender engaging 
Charms. 

The Ingratirude of the Soul 1s a NA 
tural indilpotition to acknowledge a Ser 
vice, even without regard to Intereſt 
Avarice may lomerimes ſuppreſs an Ob: 
112ation, to avoid the expence of a return; 


gichion 1n it lelf averie to all acknow: 
Iedgements. | 
There 1s another fort of Ingratitude 


ou! 
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r Vanity miſtakes ſervices done us, for 
es paid to us. 
The ambition of Liberty has likewiſe 
1ogratitude as well as Vanity, The 
ly ſubjection 1t allows 15 to the Laws; 
ut of abhorrence of a dependance, it hates 
e memory of Obligations that ſhow a 
pcriority in the Benefactor. TI his makes 
epublicans 1ngratefull, They think 
2Wat a Diminution of their liberty, which 
*Whers impute to their Tngratitude. 
2 Brutus thought it meritorious to ſacri- 
& his Obligations to his liberty. Ail the 
Wodncſiles heap'd on him were converied 
08 Injuries, when he began to look upon 
n:8{Wm as Fetters. He could kill a Bene- 
WWc<tor that aim'd to be his Maſter. An 
ng @ominable Villany armong(t the Patrons 
2X gratitude. An admirable vertue with 
ac Sticklers for liderty. 
8 4> thereare Men purely ingratefull, 
{tut of a meer ſenſe of ingraticude, fo there 
b-W< lome meerly thankful out of a pure 
naſe of thankfulneſs. Their Hearts are 
nlible not only of good turns, but even 
good will too; and have of themſelves 
propenſity to acknowledge all manner 
! Obligations. 
There is as great a diverſity of thanks, 
D 3 as 
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as of ingratitude; there are ſome poor Spi. 
rits that think themſelves oblig'd by eve. 
ry thing, as well as vain Humours that dy 
ſo by nothing. k 


7 
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If ſelf-conceipt has its proud ingrate;, 
diſtruſt of Merit has its weak thank: 
full ones, that take common Juſtice fo; 
an Obligation. 

This diffidence of themſelves gives en} 
an inclination to /ubjeion,and that oblige 
them to make another ſort of acknowledg.$ 
ment. Theſe Perſons as they are encum-3 
ber'd with liberty, and aſham'd of ſer 
vitude, raiſe up chimerical Obligations# 
to give an honourable colour to their ſub} 
miſſion. _— 


not the Courage to hope well. | 
tranſported Wretches all treatment that) 
1s not rigourous 1s favourable, and ever)! 
thing that 1s not an injury, they think | 
kindneſs. | 
I ſhall only now conſider Court Ac| 
knowledgments, which have not ſo mucl 
reſpect to the paſt, as deſign upon the fu- 
ture. They acknowledge obligations r 
| dll 


"8 
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] that are in any poſt to oblige; and by 
atfeQted gratitude for favours never 
"ne infinuate themſelves into thoſe, in 
hoſe power it is to do 'em, and induſ- 
ouſly put themſelves in the way of 
m. This trick of thanks as 1t 1s un- 
oubtedly no Vertue, ſo neither 1s it a 
ice but cunning, which it 1s lawful to 
rve.our ſelves with, and guard our ſelves 
om. 
The great ones 1n requital have a 
ick as artificial to excuſe themſelves 


.Fom doing kindneſles, as the Courtiers 


an have to engage 'em to it. "They re- 
roach men with Services never done, 
nd complain of ingratitude, tho? they 


Iraw from hence a {pecious pretence to 
Dblige no body. 
8 But kt this affected Gratitude, and 
nele myſterious Complaints of Ingrati- 
ude paſs; let us ſee what is to be 
wilh'd in the pretences to, and the di- 
[tribution of Benefits. I cou'd wilh in 
ne Pretenders more merit than Addreſs, 
and in the Diſpoſers more Generoſity 
than Oſtentation. 

| Juſtice reſpe&s every thing in the 
diſtribution of Favours: It regulates the 
D 4 liberali- 


ave hardly ever obliged any one, to. 
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liberality of the Donour, and weighs the 
merit of the Receiver. 

Generoſity thus circumſtantiated is at 
admirable Vertue : not ſo, it is the motid 
on of a Soul truly noble, but ill govern'd | 
or of a wild Oſtentatious Humour, that 
thinks Reaſon a clogg to it. 

There are ſo many things to be con( 
der'd in the diſtribution of kindneſls; 
that the ſafeſt way 1s always to obſer: 
{tric Juſtice, and conſult Reaſon equali;# 
about thoſe we make the ObjeQs of 'em} 
But even among thoſe that intend (trid} 
Juſtice, how many are miſguided by thei 
tempers to rewara or puniſh ? When w: 
give way to Inſinuation, and yield tl 
Complement, Selt-Love repreſents to uw 
as Juſlticz a Laviſhneſs to them tha} 
flatter us ; and we reward 'em for ri} 
Artitice they uſe to deceive our Juds} 
m<nts, and prevail upon the imbecility# 
of our Wills. | 

They cheat themſelves yet more eaſily, 
that miſtake a raoroſe Temper for an in- 
cliaation to Jultice. The itch of puniſh-| 
INg 15 11.;envus 10 'em to ſet an ill glols} 
upon every thing. Pleaſure with them 1s 
V -e, a! Error a Crime. A man mult 
di,cit hinſelt of Humanity to eſcape 
= | ens —_—_— 
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heir Rigour. Miſled by a falſe Notion 


of Vertue, they think chiy chaſtiſe Cri- \} 
ninals, while they torment the Miſera- |} 


If Juſtice appoints a great Puniſhment, MW! 
which is ſometimes neceſſary) it is pro- | pl 
ortion'd to ſome great Crime, but is 14. 

Wcver harſh or r1gorous. Severity and ig 
MR icour are no part of it, but ſpring from BY 
Fc humour of thoſe perſons that execute JR 
8 As theſe ſorts of Puniſhments flow | \}k 
1.Fom Juſtice withour rigour, ſo likewiſe . il 
tWpcs Pardon in ſome caſes rather then wht 
WFom Clemency. 'To pardon Faults of j 


rror 1s but Jultice to the tailings ot our 
jature. 


uy 1 might proceed to ſeveral other partt- 
Fy JEhe of Juitice, but it 15 now high time 
1 think of Religion, which ought to be 
1-Wr principal care 


After the manuer that I have liv'd in 
e World, Pcople will not calily believe 
at /am very folicitous avout Salvation. 
:t [can faftely aver, thar no man e're bl 
ought of the next World with more "nl 


Pplication than my ſelf. * Fis ſtupidity 4d 
{et up our Reſt 1n a Life that may ter- _ 
Nate ever y moment, j. 


Meer 
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Meer Curiofity will make us inquiſj. 
tive to know what ſhall become of us af. 
ter our Death, We are too dear to ou: 
ſelves toagree to the irrecoverable loſs 0 
our ſelves. Self Love ſecretly oppoſes the 
Notion of annihilation. We are deſirous 
to exiſt always, and the Soul as it 1s inter. 
eſs'd in its own converſation, improve 
this deſire we have of receiving ſome light 
into a thing ſo obſcure. 

Yet the Body finding by certain expel 
rience that it muſt die, and unwilling ti 
die alone ſeeks reaſons to involve the 
Soulin one common State. But the Sou) 
which knows its Actions are independant; 
of thoſe Organs, is ſenſible that it can ſut 
fiſt ,without 'em, I have called all th: 
light I could both from the Antient 
and Moderns to aſſiſt my refle&ions to 
dive into ſodark a matter : T have rea 
all that has been Written on the Immortz/ 
| lity of the Soul, and after I have done i 
with all my attention poſſible, the clear 
eſt Prcof that I find of the Eternity ol 
my Soul, is my own perpetual deſire that 
it may be ſo. | 

I wiſh I had never read Monſieur Dt] 
cartes's Meditations: The great reput: 
tion of that excellent Man among us ga" 

Wt 
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e ſome hope of finding that demon- 


tration: he promiſes ; but there appears 
> me rather probability then certainty 


his arguments; and how deſirous 


ever I was to be convinc'd by his 


Reaſons, all that I can do in his fa- 
Our or MY OWn, 1s to reſt where I was 


efore, 
I leave the Study of Metaphyſs:ks ro 
ake an enquiry into Religion, and 


Soking a Book upon chat Antiquity of 


hich I am ſo fond, I find among the 
reeks and Romans, nothing more then a 

perſtitious Idolatrous Worihip, or 
dlitick humane contrivances eſtavliſh'd 
dr the Government of Men. Ir 1s not 
ifficult for me to ſee the advantages 

the Chriſtiana Religion over all the 
ſt; and ſubmitting my ſelf the beſt 
can with reverence to the Bzlief of 
s Milteries, I leave my Reaſon to 
iſt with pleaſure the pureſt, and moſt 
rftect Morality in the World. 

Amidit the diverſity of Beleits that 
wide Chriſtianity, the true Catholick 
ngages me as well by my own free 
lection, were 7 yet to chooſe, as by 
1c habitual Impreſſion it has long fince 


ide upon me. 
What 
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What we now call Religion is indeeg 
but a difference in Religion, and! 
not a different Religion, I rejoyce tha? 
my Faith is more ſound then a Here. 
ticks; yet inſtead of Hating him for 
this difference, I Love him becauſe hel 
agree's with me in the Fundamental; 
The means art length to agree 1n thi 
whole, is always to commuicate in} 
ſomething. A deſire of Reunion can ne. 
ver be inſ{pir'd till che enmity that ar i 
from &iviſon be ſuppre(s'd. Ma} 
may ſeck one another as ſociable,but the 
never join with their Enemies. 
Beſides, the difference of Do&rine in} 
lome points aftetted in every SzCt, I ris 
mark, as 1t were, a ſort of particular Spill 
rit that diſtinguiſhes * em. The Cathos® 
lick tends particularly to the love of God? 
and good Works. We look upon thug 
acit Being, as an Qbject ſoveraignly amt, 
able, and render Souls ares touch'd wit 
the {weet and agreeable impreſſions 1} 
makes on 'em. k 

Good Works follow neceſſarily fronl 
this Principle; for Love once receiv 
within, aluares us without, and puts 
upon cndeavouring all we can to pleali 


him we love. All we have to fear i in this 
C414 


4 | 
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ſe is, leſt the ſource of this Love, the 
cart,ſhould be corrupted by the mixture 
any Paſſion altogather humane. 
It is likewiſe to be feared, that inſtead 
obeying the Ordinance of God, we 
ould frame methods of {crving him ac- 
rding to our own Fancies. But it this 
ve be real and pure, nothing in the 
orld yields that true {weetnels and fa- 
faction. - 
The inward joy of devout Souls riſes 
Wm a ſecret aſſurance they have of be- 
Ws agrecable to God ; and the true Mor- 
"Wications, and holy Auſterities are no- 
12Wing clic but pious Sacrifices of them- 
cs. 
The Reformed Religion diveſts men of 
| confidence 1n merit. "The Opinion of 
edeſtination, which it dares not forgo, 


t A/ection, under prerence of - waiting 
ith ſubmiſſion for the Will of Heaven. 
1s Content barely to obey, and ſeeks not 
pleaſe ; and in a ſet common Worſhip, 
akes God the Objef rather of their Re- 
rity than Love. 

The Catviniſts abſtract from Religion 


Uk 
ale! 
hi 
a4 


ve its Purity : but in endeayouring to 
debar 


aves the Mind languid, unmov'd, with- 


ery thing that appears humane, ro pre- 
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debar Man of what is humane, they ft: 
quearly retrench too much of what | 
addreſs'i to God. | 
Their diſlike of our Ceremonies, make 
'em induſtrious to refine upon us. Yer 
when they have attain'd to this dry na 
ed Purity, they have not ſo much Dr 
votion, Thoſe that are pious among en, 
raiſe up a private Spirit, which they thin 
inſpir'd; fo much diſſatisfied .are tha? 
with a Formality that to them ſeems to 
common. # 
There are in matters of Worſhip ty 4 
{forts of Humours. The one wou'd p 
always adding to, and the other alwaji 
retrenching what is eſtabliſhed. Is 
the firlt, there is a hazard of giving to 
much our-ſice to Religion, and covering 
it with ſo many *xteriors, that the rc 
round of it cannot be ſcen throus® 
em. Inthe other, the danger 1s lea ; 
alter having cut off all that appears ls 
perfluous, Religion it ſelf ſhould it 
parcd. | 
1 ho' the Catholicks have abundanci 
of Ceremonies, yet that hinders not bu 
tat men of underſtanding may [ce 
enough through ' em. 
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The Reform'd uſe too little, and their 
rrdinary Worſhip 1s not ſufficiently di- 
inguiſh'd from the common Occupa- 
zons of Life. In places where it is not 
dlerated, the difficulty heightens their 
i{guſt, and the Diſpute raiſesa warmth 
hat animates 'em. Where it rules, it 
roduces only an exaft Compliance, as 
he Civi] Government, or any other Ob- 
gation might do. 
| Good manners among the Hugwenots 
e only the effteAs of their Faith, and 
1e Subjects of their Belief. We are a- 
reed on both fides, - that every Chriiti- 
1s bound to Beleive, and live aright, 
ut our ways of expreſſing it differ : 
ey lay that good Works without Faith 
E but Dead Works, and we, that 
- without good Works is but Dead 
aith, 
They that began the Reformation ac- 
ſed us of Corruption and Vice; and 
C ray object againlt them our good 
\V4 ks. 
| Thoſe that reproach'd us with ill li- 
ng, will now take no other advan- 
age of us then that of an imaginary 
urer Faith. We allow the neceſlity of 
ef, but Charity was commande. by 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, and the Do&trine of his P; 
Cepts 15 much more plain then that of h 
Mitteries. Our Faith is obſcure, hy 
our Law 1s very clearly expreſſ: ( 
The neceſſary points of our Faith a 
above the apprehenſion of abundand 
of Men, but thoſe of our Duty are ſu; 
ted to the capacities of all the Worl! 
In a word. God has given us light « 

nough ro do well; and we would ſer; 
with it our curioſity of knowing toi 
much ; and inſtead of acquieſcing ig 
what he is pleaſed to diſcover to uj} 
we wou'd pry into what he has car 
ceal'd from us. , 

I know that the contemplation of Hei 

venly things does fometimes happily di: 
engage us from the World : But i it 1 
frequently no more then meer 1peculzy 
tion, and the fruit of a vice very Ni 
tural t» Mankind, 

The immoderateAmbition of knowledg 
extends it felt beyond Nature even to it 
quire into what 1s molt miſterious init 
Author, not fo much out of a detig! 
to adore him, as out of a vain curioliti 
of knowing all things: | 

This vice is cloſe followed by another} 


curioſity breeds preſumption, and we 3 
boldlj 
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oldly define,as weraſhly inquire, we ere& 
Science of thoſe things that are to us 
rogether inconcelveable. So depravedly 
) we uſe the will and underſtanding, We 
oudly afpire to know every thing and 
nnot ; we may Religiouſly obſerve eye- 
thing and Will not : let us be juſt, cha- 
able , and patient according to the 
inciples of our Religion, and we ſhall 
ow and oblerve all together. 
[ leave it to our DoGtors to refute the 
ours of the Calviniſts, 'tis enough 
me to be perſwaded that our opin- 
5 are the ſounder. But if rightly 
prehended, 4 dare ſay the Spirit of 
th Religions 1s differently grounded 
good Principles; only one more 
tends the exerciſe of good Works ; 
ith the other, the cautions to aveid 
ill, take deeper root. 
The Catholick with an active reſolu- 
Dn, and Loving indultry 15 perpetually 
king ſome new way of plealing God, 
he Hugenot with all circumſpection and 
ſpect dares not venture beyond a known 
cept, for fear by imaginary novelties 
giving too much {way to his Fancy. 
To be always diſputing points of Do- 
INC, 1S Not the means to Ieunite us. 
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Arguments are inexhauſtible,and the cog 
troverſie will laſt as long as. there x 
Men to manage it. But it we wou' 
leave theſe ditputes, that only ſerve 
exaſperate us, and return without paſſic 
to that Spirit that diſtinguiſhes us, | 
think it not impoſſible to find ſome 8 
neral in which we may agree. 

Let us Catholiques bridle the reſtl 
Zenl, that makes us act a little ta 
much of our own Heads. - Let the 
guenots Quit a little their unactive reguly 
rity, and animate their languour wit 
out departing from their ſubmiſſion t 
Providence. Let us do ſomthing | 
condeſcention to them, that they m: 
return as much 1h complaiſance to u 
Then without thinking of Free w! 
or Predeſtination, we ſhall frame inſen 
tbly a true rule for our ations, whi 
will be follow'd by that of our opinion 

It we come to a reconciliation of wil 
upon the good condudt of Life, it will ſoo 
produce a good underitanding in doCtrin 
Let us do what we can to joyn in good wk 
and we {hall not long be of ſeparate Faith 

I conclude from the little that 0! 
been ſaid, that it is an ill Method 
converting Men, to Attack %em by # 
troatis 
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nting their Judgments. A Man de- 
ds his Notions either as truth, or as 
own ; and however it be; he railes 
\undred- obje&ions againſt the Perſon 
t wou'd convince him. 

ature has given to every one his pro- 
Senſe, and ſeems to have engag'd 
to it by a ſecret: fond Iudulgence, 
can ſubmit to the will of another, 
he be free : he can own himſelf infe- 
rin courage and Vertue ; but to con- 
a {ubmiſſion to another Mans Senſe; 1s 
at he is Scandaliz'd at : And he is moſt 
urally averſe to acknowledge a Superi= 
y of Reaſon in any one whomſoevyer. 
The chiet advantage of humanity 1s 
be born reaſonable, and to hear ano- 
r pretend more of 1t then our ſelves 
es us the greateſt jealouſies. If we 
n{ult the converſions of Antient Times, 
{hall find that their Souls were mov'd, 
their Underſtandings very little con- 
cd. The firſt diſpoſition to receive the 
ths otChri/t;anity is formed in theHeart. 
hings purely Natural,the Mind may 
ceive, and it's knowledge Springs 
t's Relation to the Objet. With 
xrnatural the Soul is taken, it 1s af- 
ed, it adheres, and unites it elf, 
E 2 without 
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without ever comprehending em, | 
Heaven has better prepar'd our Hex 
tor the 1mpreſſions of grace, then 9; 
Underitandings for illumination. |! 
immenlity confounds our narrow Int! 
lects. It's bounty agrees better wi 
our Love. There 1s 1 know not wi 
within us that ſecretly pleads for a Gt 
which we cannot comprehend, # 
hence 1t 1s that to ſucceed in the © 
verſion of Men, we muſt ſettle a pl 
ſing commerce with 'em, by means} 
which we may inſpire 'erg with t 
ſame movements: For in diſpute 
Religion the Mind in vain (trains i | 
to make us ſee, what we fee but t 
much. In a {weet and pious fami 
rity it 1s eaſie for the Soul to: int 
the fame ſentiments. 
To conſider well the Chriſtian Rt 
g10n wou'd make one think, that 6 
had depriv'd it of the light of our min 
that it might turn more upon then 
tions of our Hearts. To Love God: 
our Neighbour includes al, ſays St. # 
And what 1s this, but to require a 
polition of Heart as well towards 
as ian? It is to oblige us to doC 
oft a principle of Love, what the C 
Govern 
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Sovernment enjoyns by rigorous Laws) 
nd morality requires by a ſevere order 
Reeſon. 

Charity makes us reheve and {uccour, 
hile Juſtice forbids us to do wrong. 
he one with difficulty hinders oppoſition, 
c other with pleaſure procures Relief. 

Thoſe that have the true Notions that 
r Religion inſpires, can't be unfaith- 
ll to a Friend or ungratetul to a Be- 
factor. With theſe good ſentiments 
Heart 1nnocently Loves theſe objects 
od has made amiable, and the moſt in» 
vcent of our Love 15 the moſt Charm 

g and tender. 

Look upon Maa 1n a civil gpciety , 
Juſtice be neceſſary to him, yet 'tis 
reſtraint; In the State of Nature, 
s liberty will have ſomething of Bar- 


y morality,his reaſon 1s auſtere. All other 
eligions raiſe in our Minds tempe- 
vous Thoughts, and troubleſome Pal- 
ons. They erect againit Nature ſu- 
rititious Fears, and a furious Zeal : 
dmetimes to the Sacrificing our Child- 
n, like Agamemnon, at other times to 
e devoting our felves, like Decias. 
ny the Chriſtian Religioa compoſes 
E 3 -.- = 


arity in it; and ifhe govern himſelf 
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without ever comprehending *%m. 

Heaven has better prepar'd our Heal 
for the impreſſions of grace, then oi 
Underitandings for illumination. |; 
| immenſity confounds our narrow Int 
 lects. It's bounty agrees better w 
ok our Love. There 1s 1 know not uh 
within us that ſecretly pleads for a Gt 
p which we cannot comprehend, x 
4. hence 1t 15 that to ſucceed in the 
12 verſion of Men, we muſt ſettle a pl 
ſing commerce with 'em, by means 
which we may inſpire er with t 
ſame movements: For in diſputes 
Religion the Mind in vain (trains it | 
to make us ſee, what we ſee but 
much. In a {ſweet and pious fam 
rity 1t 1s eaſie for the Soul to: int 
i the fame ſentiments. 
| To conſider well the Chriſtian R: 


Fk g10n wou'd make one think, that 

il had depriv'd it of the light of our min 
Fl that it might turn more upon then 
[ tions of our Hearts. To Love God: 
| our Neighbour includes all, ſays St. Fi 


And what 1s this, but to require a C 
poſition of Heart as well towards 6 
as Nian? Ir is to oblige us to do( 
of a principle of Love, what the Cl 

Governm 
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-overnment enjoyns by rigorous Laws) 
d morality requires by a ſevere order 
f Reaſon. 

Charity makes us reheve and {uccour, 
hile Juſtice forbids us to do wrong. 
he one with difficulty hinders oppoſition, 
e other with pleaſure procures Relief. 
Thoſe that have the true Notions that 
ur Religion inſpires, can't be unfaith- 
Il to a Friend or ungrateful to a Be- 
factor. With theſe good ſentiments 
Heart innocently Loves theſe objects 
od has made amiable, and the moſt in» 
cent of our Love 1s the moſt Charm- 
2g and tender. 

Look upon Man in a civl gociety , 
Juſtice be neceſſary to him, yet 'tis 
reſtraint: In the State of Nature, 
5s liberty will have ſomething of Bar- 
arty 1n it; and if he govern himſelf 
y morality,his reaſon is auſtere. All other 
eligions raiſe in our Minds tempe- 
vous Thoughts, and troubleſome Pal- 
ons. They ere againit Nature ſu- 
crititious Fears, and a furious Zeal : 
dmetimes to the Sacrificing our Child- 
n, like Agamemnon, at other times to 
he devoting our ſelves, like Decims. 
Jnly the Chriſtian Religion compoſes 
E 3 all 
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all our inquietudes ; ſoftens all our Feirgl 
neſs; ſets all our tender movements { 
going, not only for our Friends ar 
Neighbours, but for the indifferent | | 
and even for our Enemies. | 

This is the end of the Chriſt 
Religion, and this was once the preg 
Ctice of it. If it be otherwiſe now} 
it is becauſe we have let it loſe its is 
fluence on our Hearts, and given wal 
to the E ncroachments of our Imagin$ 
tions. Hence ſprings the diviſion h. 
our minds about Faith, inſtead of th# 
Union of ' our wills in good Work|| 
ſo that what ought to be a band 
Charity, betwixt Men, 1s now b| 
come the Subject of their quarrel 
their jealoulies, Ae their ill Nature. | 

From this diverſity of Opinions hF 
ariſen that of Parties, and the adi 
rence to Parties has cauſed Revok 
and Wars. Many Thouſands har 
Died 1n diſputing the manner of tak: 
ing the Sacrament, which they hai 
agreed mult be taken. This miſche 
will laſt till Religion quits the curioliy 
of our Minds for the tenderneſs of out 
Hearts,and diſcourag'd by the Fooliſh pr 
ſumprion of our enquiries, ſhall 1 Oy [ 
the {weet motions of our Love. Of 
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Pay as great aVeneration to Antiquity 
as any man breathing. No Fody does 
jore admire the great Genius's it produ- 
2d, but at the {ame time 1 know what a 
aſt difference there is between their time 
nd ours. Religion and Policy have been 
ntirely chang'd, ſince the Gods that 
re introduced ſo advantagiouſly into 
cir compoſitions, wou'd not know how 
o behave themſelves in ours. 1 he Maxims 
}t Government, the natural bent of the 
xeople, their humours, inclinations, and 
Janners, are quite another thing. And. if 
e were minded to follow exactly theſe 
"recepts that have been renewed with ſo 
uch care, and enjoyn'd with ſo much 
ehemence, we ſhould ſpoil a world of 
ragedies,and ſhould write full as wretch- 
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ed Poems, as any that we have hither; 
compoſed. In ſhort, the miraculous $y, 
rit of the Ancients does not reliſh wit 
our Ape. 

The Gods and Goddeſſes amongſt then 
caus'd all that was great and extraordinar 
upon the I heatre,either by their haired, g 
by their friend{hip, by their revenge,or h; 
their protections ; and among ſo many {y 
pernatural things, nothing appeared faby 
lous to the People, who believ'd ther 
paſs'd a familiar correſpondence betweal 
Gads and Men. | 

Their Gods generally ſpeaking, af 
by humane Paſſions : Their Men undef 
took nothing without the Counſel of thei 


Gods, and executed nothing without thei 


aſſiſtance. Thus in this mixture of th 
Divinity and Humanity, there 1s nothin 
which 15 not credible, 

| But all theſe Miracles are down-righ 
ſtuff to us ; they are no Articles of our Bx 
lief. The Gods want us, and we ſtand 
in want of them,and it in imitation of tli 
Ancients, an Author wou'd introduce h 
Angels and Saints upon the Scene, the d: 
vouter {ort of people wou'd cenſure hims 
a profane perſon, and theLibertines wout 


rertainly take him for one that was weak 
Ou: 
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Our Preachers wou'd by no means ſuf- 
r 2 confuſion of the Pupil and Theatre,or 
at the people ſhould go and learn thoſe 
atters from the mouth of Comedians, 
hich they uſe ro retail in theirChurcheg 
ith ſuch Authority to their Hearers. 
Belides this, it wou'd be apt to give 
eat advantage to the Libertines, who 
jght ridicule in a Comedy choſe very 
ings which they receive at Church, with 
| apparent ſubmiſſion, either out of re= 
2 ta the place where they are {aid, or 
the Character of the perion that utters 
em, 
But put the caſe, that our DoRors 
ould treely leave all holy matters to the 
erty of the Stage. Let us likewile take 
tor granted, that your Men of the leaſt 
votion wou'd hear then with as great 
clinations to be editied,as perſons of the 
ofoundeſt Reſignation ; yet certain it 
that the ſoundeſt DoQtrine, the moſt 
iſtian Actions, and the moſt uſeful 
portant Truths, wou'd produce a race 
Tragedy that wou'd pleaſe us the leaſt 
any thing in the World. 
The Spirit of our Religion is direaly 
polite to that of Tragedy, The hu- 
ity and patience of our Saints carry 
r00 
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too direct an oppoſition to thoſe Heroic, 
Vertues, that are ſo neceſſary for ti, 
Theatre. 4 
What Zeal, what force is there which 
Heaven does not inſpire into Nearchss a 
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Polieuftes : And what is there failing o 
the part of theſe new Chriſtians, to a 
{wer fully che end of theſe happy Inhs 
rations ” oY 
The Paſſion and Charms of a yours 
lovely Bride, make not the leaſt impreſ# 
on upon the Spirit of Polzeuttes. The pt 
litick conſiderations of Flix, as they k# 
aftect us,ſo they produce a leſs imprefſiup 
Inſenſible both to Prayers and Menace 
Polieuttes has a greater deſire to die iq 
God, than other men have to live. Neves 
theleſs, this very Subjea, which wouF 
make one of the fineſt Sermons in tif 
World, wou'd have made a fad wretciy| 
ed Trazedy, if the Converſation of Pail 
24s and Severus,heightned with other S 
timents, and other Paſſions, had not pr. 
fterved that Reputation to the Auth 
which the Chriitian Vertnes of our May 
tyrs were in danger to make him loſe. 
The Theatre loſes all its agreeablene- 
in the Repreſentation of holy things, a1 
holy things loſe a great deal of the Rc 
2101 
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ous Opinion that 1s due to them, by 
ing repreſented upon the Theatre. - 

To ſay the truth, the Hiſtories of the 
4 Teſtament are infinitely better ſuited 
our Stage. Moſes, Sampſon, and J-[uah 
2u'd meet with much better ſucceſs, 
an Polieuctes and Nearchns, The Mi 
les which they wou'd work there, 
ou'd be a fitter ſubject for the 1 heatre. 
it Iam apt to believe, that the Prieſts 
ou'd not fail to exclaim againſt the pro- 
nation of theſe ſacred Hiſtories, with 
ich they fill their ordigary Conyerſa- 
Dn, their Books, and their 'Sermons ; and 
{peak {oberly upon the point, the mi- 
culous paſſage through the Red Sca,the 
n ſtopt 1n his career at the Prayer of Fo- 
4h, and whole Armies defeated by Samp- 
z with the Jaw-bone of an Als ; all theſe 
Iracles, ſay I, wou'd not be received in 
Piay, becauſe we believe them in the 
ble; but we ſhould rather be apt to 
veſtion the Bible, becauſe we don't go 
'*D lcarn Articles of Faith at a Play. 

TY It what I have dcliver'd, is founded on 
pod and ſolid Reaſons, we ought to con- 
Tt our ſelves with things purely natural, 


; nary; and in our Herdes to cull out the 
principal 
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more ſenſibly than thoſe which Yi 
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principal Actions which we beli 
poſſible to be efteted by man, tho! th 
caule admiration 1n us, as being_ rare aþ 
of an elevated CharaQer. In a wor 
we ought to meddle with nothing þ$ 
what is great, tho' it is Humane. Int! 
humane, we mult carefully avoid Med# 
crity, and Fable in that which 1s great, | 

Now we need not fear that for wy 
ot Gods and Goddefles, of Oracles and} 
viners, we ſhall never be able to attus 
the ſublimity of the ancient Traged3 
For if we have an elevated Soul, ant}! 
{ſublime Spirit, the Idea of our Her 
will furniſh us with all that 1s nece 
ry to the Grandeur of Sentiments, and 
the height of Thoughts. 

I am by no means willing to comp: 
the Phar{alia to the AEneis; IT knowt 
juſt difference of their value ; but as 
wit purely regards elevation, Pom 


done more for Lucaz, than Jupiter, Mi 
cury, Juno, Venus, and all the train of t. 
other Gods and Goddefles, have done | 
Virgil. - 

The Ideas which Lacaz gives us of tit 
great Mea, are truly greater, and affect 


gl 
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'ves us of his Deities. The latter has 
oathed his Gods with humane Infirmi- 
es,to adjuſt them to the capacity of Men: 
e other has raiſed his Heroes ſo far as 
d bring them into competition with the 
30ds. 


Vittrix cauſa Diis placuit, ſed vitta Catoni. 


In Vireil, the Gods are not ſo valuable 
S the Heroes : In Luca, the Heroes more 
an ballance the Gofls. 
To give you my opinion freely,I believe 
at the Tragedy of the Ancients has ſut- 
rd a happy loſs in the baniſhment of 
heir Gods, their Oracles, and Diviners, 
For it proceeded from theſe Gods,theſe 
rracles,and theſe Diviners,that a Spirit of 
uperſtition and Terror, reigned in the 
heatre, capable of infeting Mankind, 
y1th a thouſandErrors,and overwhelming 
hem yet with more numeroys Miſchiefs; 
f we conſider the uſual impreſſions,which 
I ragedy made at Athexs in the minds of 
be SpeQtators ; we may fafely affirm, 
hat P/aro was more ia the right, who 


Tragedy wholly conſiſting in exceſs 
h : hve 


Yrofubited the uſe of them, than Ariſtotle 
at recommended then : For this ſort 
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five motions of fear and pitty ; was nqt 
this the dire&t way to make the Theatre 
a School of Terror and Compaſſion, where; 
we only learnt to be aftrighted art all dan| 
gers, and to abandon our ſelves to deſpaiþ 
upon every misfortune ? | 

It will bea hard matter to perſuade m: 
that a Soul accuſtomed to be terrified forÞ 
what regards another, has ſtrength en. 
ough to ſupport the misfortunes that con-Þ 
cermn-it telf.- -.. 

'This perhaps was the reaſon why the 
Athenians became {1o luſceptible of thc 
impreſſions of fear, and that this Spirit 
of Tertor, which the Theatre inſpired 
to them with fo much art, became art la 
but roo natural to their Armies. 

At Sparta and Rome, where only Ex: 
amples of Valour and Conftancy were 
publickly expoſed to the ſighr of the Ci 
tizens, the people were no leſs brave and 
reſolute 1n Battel, than they were unſhak- 
enand conftant 1n the Calamities of the 
Republick. Oy 

Ever ſince this Art of fearing and lz: 
mcating ones ſelf, was inſtituted at Athens 
ail theſe diſorderly Paſhons, which they 
had as it were imbibed at their Publici 
Repreſentations, got footing in their 

Camp; 
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amps, and followed them in their 
ars. 
Thus a wild Spirit of ſuperſtition occa- 
ned a defeat of their Armies, as a Spi- 
of Lamentation made them fit down 
ntent, with bewailing their great Mis- 
rtunes, inſtead of ſearching and apply- 
g proper Remedies to them. 
For how was it poſſible for them not 
leara diſpair in this pitiful School of 
»mmiſcration? The perſons they uſu- 
y repreſented upon it, were Examples 
the greateſt miſery, and SubjeQs but 
ordinary Vertues. 
So great was their deſire to lament 
emſclves, that they expoſed fewer Ver- 
5 than Misfortunes, for fear leaſt a Soul 
uſtomed to the admiration of He- 
5: ſhould be leſs fit ro abandon 
elf tro pity ſome unhappy perſon; 
din order to imprint theſe Sentiments 
Afﬀiiction the better on their SpeQztors; 
ey had always upon their "Theatre a 
orus of Virgins, or of Old Mex, who 
nithed them upon every event, either 
ith their Terrors, or their Tears. 
Ariſtotle was ſenſible enough what pre- 
lice this might do the Athenzans, but he 
ought he {ufficicatly prevented it by 


eſta- 
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eſtabliſhing a certain purgation, which 
one hitherto has fathomed, and which | 
himſclt zever underitood in my opinion, 
For can any thing be ſo monſ{trouſly ri 
culous as to Form a Science, which y 
infallibly diſcompoſe our mifds, only ; 
ere(t another, which does not certain 
pretend tocureus? or to raiſe a perty 
bation 1n our Souls for no other end, th: 
to endeavour to calm it afterwards, 
ſome refle&tions it is enjoyned to mal 
upon the 1gnominious State wherein 
finds it ſelf; | 

Among a Thouſand Perſons that ; 
preſent at the Theatre, perhaps tht 
may be {1x Philoſophers 1n the compan 
that are capable of reducing themes 
to their former tranquility by the aſlii 
ance of theſe prudent and uſeful Meditat 
ons: But the multitude will ſcarce mil 
any ſuch judicious reflections, and » 
may reſt aſſured ,that by means of a hab 
tude to what we lee on the Theatre, v 
{hall form ſome of theſe unhappy motion 

Our repreſeatations are not Subject! 
the ſame inconveniencies, which thoſe 
Antiquity were, {ince our fear never g8 
ſo far as to produce this ſuperttitious [Wer 
rour, which works ſuch ill effects up! 
our Yaluour. l 
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Our fear,generally ſpeaking, 1s nothin; 
e but an agreeable inquietude which 
yiſts in the ſuſpenſion of our Mines ; 
- 2 dear COncern which our Soul has 
thoſe Subjects that draws its atkeAi- 
to them.. 

We may almoſt ſay the thing of pit- 
in relation to our ſelves, We ail- 
n it of all its weakneſs, and leave it 
which we call Charitable and Hus+« 
n. 

love to ſee the misfortune of ſome 
at unhappy perſon deplor'd; I am 
tent with all my heart that he ſhould 
at, our Compaſhon, nay, ſometimes 
ke himſelf Maſter of our Tears. But 
n I would have theſe tender and ge- 
ous Tears paid to his Misfottunes and 
tues togerher ; and that this mourn- 
ſentiment of pitty be accompanied 
a a Vigorous admiration which ſhall 
up in our Souls, a fort of an amo- 
5 defire to imitate him. 

e are obliged to mingle ſomewhat 
Love in the New Tragedy, the bet? 
to remove thoſe black Ideas which 
ancient Tragedy left in us by its 
erftition and Terrour. 
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And 1n truth, there is no Paſſion t; 
more CXCItez us to every thing that; 
noble and generous, than an honelt Loy: 

That Man will hardly ſuffer him 
to be inſulted upon by a contemptible] 
nemy, who 15 reſolved to defend wh 
he loves, tho' to the apparent hazard 
his Lite, againſt che Attacques of t 
molt Valtant. 

The weakelt and molt fearful Cre 
tures , the Creatures that are naturallyy 
clin'd to Fear and to run away,will fiers 
ly encounter what they dread moſt, 
preſcrve the ſubject of their Love. 

Love has a certain Heat which {err 
inltead of Courage to thoſe that want 
molt : But to contcls the truth,ourAuth 
have made as ill an uſe of this No 
Paſſion, as the Ancicnts did of their Ft 
and Pitty : For excepting eight or t 
picces where theſe Movements have be 
managed to great advantage, we hi 
neither Lovers nor Love, that are not 
qually injured in the repreſentation. 

We place an aftected tenderneſs wht 
we ought to place the noble[tSentimen 
We beitow a lotrneſs where we ought! 
be moſt touchins, and ſometimes wit 


S537 


we pretend W COPY Nature, we fall l 


t0a vitious and mean Simplicity. 
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We imagine we make Kings and Em- 
rors perfect Lovers, but in truch we 


ke ridiculous Princes of them; and by 
ce complaints and ſighs which we be- 


2w upon them, where they ought nui- 
er to complain or ſigh, we repreſent 
em weak both as they are Lovers, and 
they are Princes. 
Oftentimes it ſo happens that our great- 
Heroes upon the "Theatre make love 
xe Shepherds ; and thus the Innocence of 
ort of aCountry Paſſhon with them ſup= 
es the place of Glory and Valour, 
If an ACtreſs has the Art to weep and 
moan her ſelf after a touching lively 
infer, we give her our Tears at certain 
ces which demand gravity ; and be- 
{e ſhe pleaſes us beſt when ſhe ſeems 
be affeCted,ſhe ſhall command our grief 
along 1nditferently. 
Yometimes we fancy a natural Love, 
etimes a tender Love, and ſometimes 
Melancholy whining Love, without 
arding what it 15 that Nature, tender- 
(s, or grief dernands from us: And the 
lon of it is plain, for as we miuſt needs 
e Loveevery where, we ſearch it in 
aiverſity of Manners, and ſeldom or 
er place 1t in the Paſſions. 
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I am in good hopes we ſhall one 4 
find out the true uſe of this Paſſion, whiz 
1s now become too proltitute. That whi 
ought to {weeten cruel or calamitous A 
cidents; that which ought to affe&t 
"oy Souls, to animate our Courage, an 
raiſe our Spirits, will not certainly be { 
ways made the ſubjeCt of a little affe& 
tenderneſs, or of a weak ſimplicity, 

When ever this happens, we ſhall ma 
all the Antients envy us; and witho 
paying too great a reſpect to A 
entertaining too great a prepoſleſſion | 
the preſent Age : We ſhall not maket 
Tragedies of Sophocles and Euripides, ti 
only Models for the Dramatick Con 
poſttions of our times. 

At the ſame time I don't ſay tt 
theſe Tragedies wanted any thing ti 
was neceilary to recommend ther tot! 
Palat of the Athenians:But whoever ſhall! 
able to Tranilate even the Oedipus, whit 
is reckon'd to be the beſt compoſition of 
Antiquity, into Frexch, with the {an 
Spirit and force as we ſee it in the Ori 
nal; I dare be bold to affirm, that nothin 
in the World would appear to us more: 
barous, more cruel, more oppoſite toti 


true Sentiments which Mankind ought! 
ha 
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we, or more filled with what general- 
ſhocks a reaſonable Soul. 
Our Age has at leaſt this advantage 0- 
r theirs, that we are alow'd the liberty 
hate Vice and love Virtue. As the Gods 
aſion'd the greateſt Crimes on the The- 
re of the Ancients, ſuch ſort of Crimes 
allenged reſpect from the Spectators, 
that che People durſt not find fault with 
ofe things which were really abominable. 
When they ſaw Agamermnon {acrifice 
s own Daughter, and a Daughter too 
at was {0 tenderly belov'd by him, to 
peale the Indignation of the Gods, they 
n\ider'd this barbarous Sacrifice as no 
ore than a PiousObedience,and the high- 
t proof of a Religious Submiſhon. 
Now it thoſe bleſſed times, if a Man 
ll preſerved the ſentiments of Humani- 


7, he could not avoid murmuring at the 


ruelty of the Gods like an Impious 
rſon; And if he wou'd ſhow his de- 
tion to the Gods, he muſt needs be 
uel and barbarous to his own Fellow- 
reaturgs ; he muſt like Agamemnon of- 
r the greateſt Violence both to Na- 
re, and to his AﬀeCtion. 

Tantum Religio, potuit ſuadere malorum. 
js Lucretius, upon the account of this 


arbarous Sacrifice. Þ 2 Now 
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Now a days wc ſee Men repreſents 
upon the T heatre without the interye, 
tion of tie Gods ; and this Condud: ; 
infinitely more uſeful both to the publick 
and to private Perſons : For in our Trag; 
dies we neither introduce any Villain wh; 
1s not deteited, nor any Heroe, wt 
does not cauſe himſelf to be admir'd. 

With us few Crimes eſcape unpy 
niſhed, and few Virtues goes off unre 
warded. In ſhort, by the good Exam 
ples we gubuckly repreſent on the The 
tre, by the agreeable Sentiments q 
Love and admiration, that are diſcreeth 
interwoven with a rectified Fear ani 
Pitry, we are in a Roy of arr: 
ving to that perfetion which Horace 

Ires. 


Omne tulit puntFum, qui miſcuit utile duli 


Which can never be effeted by tht 
Rules of the- Ancient Tragedy. 

I ſhall conclude with a new, but di 
ring Thought of my own, and that 5 
this; we ought in Tragedy, before al 
things whatever, to look after a great: 
neſs of Soul well exprefled, which & 
Cites 12 Us a tender admiration. In this 


{art 
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ME, of admiration, our Minds are ſenſibly 


|Evihcd ; our Courages elevated , and 
Br Souls deeply affected. 


Of the Fabulous 
Or Miracle-Part which we meet 
1-N- :F HE 
OEMS of the ANCTENTS. 


— 


By Mr. BROWN. 


— ..-_ 


F we confider the Fabulous part of the 
Poems of Antiquity, divelted of the 

ne thoughts, the ſtrong Paſſions, the 
loble Expreſſions with which the works 
the Pots are embelliſhed : If we 
aſider it, I ſay, deftitute of all Orna- 
ent, and come to examine 1t purely 
y it ſelf, T am perſwaded that to a 
an of good Senſe, it will appear no 
s ſtrange and ridiculous, than a tedi- 
us Legend of Knight-Errantry : Nay, 
e latter ſhows more diſcretion 1n this 
vint, becauſe it ſupyoles all pernicious, 
honeſt, and bafe things done by the 
os F 4 Miniſtry 
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Minittry of Devils and Magiciang; 
wheicas the Poets have left the moſt in 
famous and wicked Exploits to the mz 


" nagement of rheir Gods and Goddeſles, 


Yet, this hinders not but that Poem; 
have been always admired, and Books 
Chivalry ridiculed. The - firſt are ad 
mired for the wit and knowledge w; 
fiid in them, and the other deſpiſed fq 
the abſurdities they are Fill'd with. 

The Fabulous part of Poetry ſupport 
its. extravagance by the Beauty of tl 
diſcourſe, and by an infinite number 
uſefull diſcoveries that accompany 1 
That of Chuivalry ſtill diſcredits tht 
Fooliſh invention of 1ts Fable, by th 
ridiculous character of the Stile in whid 
it appears to be Written. 

Be 1t how 1t will, the Fabulous par 


.of Poetry has begotten that of Kaight 


Errantry, and certain it is that the 
vils and Conjurers cauſe much leſs harr 
ia this way of Writing, than the Gos 
and their Miniſters in the former. 
The Goddeſs of Arts, of Science ail 
Wiſdom, inſpires the braveft ' of all th 
Greeks with an ungovernable fury, al 
{uders him not to recover his Senſes 
had taken from him, but only to rende 


hug 
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m capable of perceiving his Folly, and 
/ this means to kill himſelf out of 
zer ſhame and deſpair. 
The greateſt and molt prudent of the 
oddefles favours ſcandalous Paſſions, 
1d lends her aſſiſtance to carry on a 
riminal Amour. 

The ſame Goddels employs all ſorts of 
rtifice to deſtroy a ſmall hand-full of 
nocent People, who by no means de- 
rved her indignation. 

She thought it not ſufficient to em- 
oy her power and that of the other 
ods, whom ſhe ſolicited, to ruine Axeas, 
t even corrupts the God of ſleep to caſt 
iinurus 1ato a Slumber, who ſo order- 
| affairs, that by his Treachery the poor 
lot dropt into the Sea, and there pe- 
hed. 

There 1s not one of theſe Gods in theſe 
dems that does notbring the greate(t mis- 
rtunes upon Men, and ſet them on the 
olt Fatal attempts. Nothing is fo Villain- 
$ here below, which is not executed 
y their Order, or authoriz'd by their 
xXample, And this 1s one of the things 
at principally contributed to give Birth 
W tie Sect of the Epicyreans, and after- 
FJ ards to ſupport it. 

- | Epicurns, 
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Epicurus, Lucretius, and Petroyiy 
woud rather make their Gods lazy 
and enjoying their Immortal Nature 
an uninterrupted tranquility, than 
them attive, and cruelly employ'd to dif. 
turb out Repoſe. 

Nay, Epicurus by doing ſo, pretends 
he ſhow'd his great reſpect for the Gog 
and from hence proceeded that ſayin 
which Bacoz ſo much admires. Nox Ds 
os vulgi negare profanum, ſed vulgi Opini, 
nem Diis applicare profanum. 

Now I don't mean by this, that w: 
are oblig'd to difcard the Gods out « 
our works, and much leſs from thoſe 9 
Poetry , where they ſeem to enter mort 
Naturally than any where elſe. A Jor 
principinms Muſe. 1 am for introducin 


them as much as any man,but thenIwou! 


have thein bring their Wiſdom, ſuſticz 
and Clemcency along with them, and n1 
appear, as we generally make them, like; 
pack of Impoſtors and Aſſaſſins. I wou! 
have them come with a coaduato regulat 
all matters, and not in a diſorder tt 
confound every thing. 

Perhaps it may be reply'd, that thek 
extravagancies ought only to paſs to! 


Fables and Fictions, which belong ro tit 
juri{dit108 
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ariſdiction of Poetry. But I wou'd fain 
10W what Art and Science in the World 
as the power to exclude good Senlc ? 
we need only write in Verſe to be 
riviledged 1n all extravagancies, tor my 
art I wou'd never adviſe any Man to 
eddle with Proſe, where he muſt im- 
ediately be pointed art for a Coxcomb, 
he leaves good Senſe and Reaſon ne- 
er {0 little behind him. 
[ wonder extreamly that the Anti- 
t Poets who were ſo ſcrupulous to pre- 
rve probability in AQtions purely Hu- 
an; violated it after 1o abominable a 
nanner when they come to recount the 
Ctions of the Gods, Even thoſe who 
ave {ſpoken of their Nature more ſober- 
' than the reſt, cou'd not forbear to 
xak extravagandly of their Conduct. 
When they ettabliſh their Being, and 
er Attributes, they make them Im- 
ortal, Infinite, Almighty, Perfectly wile, 
id Perfectly good. But at the very mo- 
ent they 6 them a working, there 1s 
d weakneſs to which they don't ſubject 
km ; there 1s no folly or wickedneſs 
hich they don't make them commit. 
We have two common ſayings, which 
pear to be direQtly oppolite to one ano- 
| ther 
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Epicurus, Lucretins, and Petrogiy 

wou'd rather make their Gods lazy 
and enjoying their Immortal Nature j 
an uninterrupted tranquility, than 
them active, and cruelly employ*d to dif. 
turb our Repoſe. 
| Nay, Epirus by doing fo, pretends! 
he ſhow'd his great reſpeCt for the God; 
and from hence proceeded that ſaying 
which Bacoz {o much admires. Nox De. 
0s vulgi negare profanum, ſed vulgi Opinis 
nem Diis applicare profanum. 
Now I don't mean by this, that w: 
are oblig'd to difcard the Gods out d 
our works, and much leſs from thoſe 
Poetry , where they ſcem to enter mor 
Naturally than any where elſe. A Jor 
principinm Muſe. IT am for introducin; 
them as much as any magn,but thenIwoul 
have thetn bring their Wiſdom, [uſticz 
and Clemency along with them, and ni 
appear, as we generally make then, like 
pack of Impoſtors and Afafſins. I wou! 
have them come with a conduCtto regulat 
all matters, and not in a diſorder tl 
confound every thing. 

Perhaps it may be reply'd, that thek 
extravagancies ought only to paſs t0r 


Fables and Fictions, which belong to tit 
jurifd1ct108 
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\rifdiction of Poetry. But I wou'd fain 
-now what Art and Science in the World 
5 the power to exclude good Senſe ? 
f we need only write in Verſe to be 
riviledged in all extravagancies, tor my 
zart I wou'd never adviſe any Man to 
neddle with Proſe, where he muſt im- 
nediately be pointed at for a Coxcomb, 
f he leaves good Senſe and Reaſon ne- 
er {o little behind him. 

[| wonder extreamly that the Anti- 
nt Poets who were ſo ſcrupulous to pre- 
xrve probability in AQtions purely Hu- 
an; violated it after 1o abominable a 


anner when they come to recount the 
Mctions of the Gods, Even thoſe who 
\W-v< ſpoken of their Nature more ſober- 
; than the reſt, cou'd not forbear to 
vcak extravaganily of their Conduct. 


When they eitabliſh their Being, and 
cir Attributes, they make them Im- 
ortal, Infinite, Almighty, Perfectly wile, 
ad Pertectly good. But at the very mo- 
ent they [i them a working, there 15 
d weakneſs to which they don't ſubject 
rm ; there is no folly or wickedneſs 
hich they don't make them commit, 

We have two common ſayings, which 
pear to be direftly oppoſite to one _ 
ener 
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ther, and yet I look upon both to be try 
The one 1s, that Poetry 1s the Languag 
of the Gods ; the other, that there 1s ng 
ſuch a Fool in Nature as a Poet. 

Poetry tat expreſſes with force andy; 
gour thoſe impetuous Paſſions that diſtur 
Mankind, that Paints the Wonders of the 
Univerſe in lively expreſſions, does elevat 
things purely Natural, as it were aboy 
Nature, by the ſublimity of its Thought, 
and tie magniticence of its Diſcourks 
which may juſtly enough be called thi 
Language of rhe Gods. 

But when P-ers come once to quit thi 
noble Ficld of Paſſions and Wonders, t 
ſpeak of the Gods, rhey abandon them 
ſelves to the caprice of their own Imagi 
nation, 1n matters which they do not un 
der{tand, and their Heat having no jult þ 
deas to govern 1t, inſtead of making them 
ſelves, as they vainly believe, wholly 
vine, they are in truth the moſt extravi 
gant Sots in the World. It will be nodi 
ficult matter to be perſwaded of the trut! 
of this Afſertion, if. we conſider that ti 
abſurd and fabulous Theology, is equall 
contrary to all Notions of Religion, aſt 
all the Principles of good Senſe. 


There have been ſome Philoſophers . i 
ale 
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ave founded Religion upon that Knows 
doe which Men may have of the Di- 
nity by their Natural reaſon. There 
ave been Law givers too that have ſti- 
d themſelves the Interpreters of the 
ill of Heaven, to eſtabliſh a Religious 
orſhip without any concurrence of 
exſon. But to make, as the Poets have 
"ne, a perpetual Commerce, a familiar 
xciety, and if I may ule the expreſſion 
mixture or hotch potch, of Men and 
ods, againſt Religion and Reaſon, is 
rtainly the boldeſt,and perhaps the moſt 
accountable thing that ever was. 
It remains for us to know, whether 
xe Charater of a Poem has virrue to 
Aifie that of impiety and folly. Now, 
[ take it, we don't give {o much pow- 
to the ſecret force of any Charm. That 
nich 1s wicked, 15 wicked for good and 
|- that which is extravagant can be 
ade good Senle on no reſpeq, 
As for the Reputation of the Poet, it 
ities nothing any more than the Cha- 
19WCter of the Poem does. Diſcernmenr is 
Vl Slave to no body. That which is et- 
"ctually bad, is not a jot the better for 
ng found in the moſt celebrated Author: 
nd that which is juſt and ſolid, is ne- 
ver 


ah 
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ver the worſe for coming from an indifi 
rent hand. 

Amongſt a hundred fine and loft 
thoughts, a good Judge will ſoon diſcoye 
an extravagant one, which a great Geniy 
threw out when it was warm, and whis 
too ſtrong an tmagination was produce! 
in defiance of good; On the oth 
hand, in the courſe of an infinir 
number of extravagant things, this ſam: 
Judge will admire certain Beauties, whe 
the Spirit in ſpight of its tmpetuofity wx 
ju{t and regular. 

The elevation of Homer and his othe 
noble Qualities, don't hinder me from tak 
ing notice of the falſe CharaQter of hi 
Gods: And that agreeable and judicion 
equality of Virgzl, that pleaſes all Learn! 
Men, does not conceal from me the lea! 
defects of his Are. 

It among(t ſo many noble things which 
affect me 1n Homer and Vireil,l cannot tor 
bear to remark what 15 defeQtive in them! 
yet amongtt rhoſe paſſages that diſpleak: 
me in Lxcap either for being too flat, 0 
weary me for being too far carried on, | 
cannot torbear to pleaſe my ſelf in conl: 
dering the jult and rrue grandeur of | 


Heroes, I endeavour to reliſh every wors 
f; 
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1 him, when he expreſles the ſecret move- 

ents of Ceſar at the diſcovery of Pom- 
ys Head ; and nothing efcapes me in | 
hat inimitable -Difcourle of Labiennus and ' 
to, where they debate whether they ; 
hall conſult the Oracle of Jupiter, Am- '# 
or, to know the deſtiny of the Com- 
10n-Wealth. | 

If all the ancient Poers had ſpoken as 
yorthily of the Oracles of their Gods, I | 
hould make no ſcruple to prefer them to ah 
he Divines and Philofophers of our time, 1! 
nd 'tis a paſſage that may ſerve for an Ex- \: 
mple in this matter to all ſucceedingPoetrs 

One may ſee 1n the concourſe of ſo ma- 
y People that came to conſult the Oracle 
Ammon, what eftets a publick Opints 


| 


* 
" Fr 4 10S» . 
_ 
"” 4 A a 


, o 
8 can produce, where Zxal and Superfti- 
"on are mingled together. 


One may ice in Labienus a pious ſen- 
ble Man, who to his reſpect for the Gods, | 
tes the conſideration and eſteem we ] 
pht to preſerve for true Virtue in good } 
en, ; 
Cato 15 a religious ſevere Philoſopher, | 
raned from all vulgar Opinions, who en- | 
tains thoſe lofty thoughts of the Gods, | 
ach pure undebauched Reaſon and a 
uly elevated Wiſdom can attain to. 

Every 
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Every thing here 1s Poerical,every thing 
is conſonant to Senſe and Truth ; it is ng 
Poetical by the ridiculous Atr of a FiQtic 
or by the extravagance of an Hyperbok 
but by the daring greatneſs and Majeſ 
of (neLanguage,and by the noble elevatia 
ot the Diſcourſe. "Tis thus that Poetry 
the Language of the Gods, and that Po 
are wiſe. And 'tis ſo much the greatc 
wonder to find it in Lucaz, becaule it; 
neither to be met in Homer or Vir), 
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E ſce nothing more ordinary wit! 
Old Men than to delire a Rei 
ment, and nothing ſo rare with thems 
not to repent of it when they are once i 
tired. Their Souls that are 1n too great 
SubjeCtion to their Humours,are diſgulit 
with the World for being tireſome, bu 
ſcarce can they quit this falſe Obje&td 
their misfortune, but they are as ang 


with folitade as they were with tit 
World 
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orld, diſquieting themſelves where no- 
ing but themſelves can give them any 
ſquier. This infirmity in ſome man< 
ris peculiar to Old Age: But *tis not 
poſſible for a wiſe man to preſerve 
ſelf from it. | 
A wiſe man that knows what is really 
x in every thing, draws all the afſiſt- 
s and agreements which they have, 
well ia a Retirement as 1n Society. 
The elJential reaſon that obliges us to 
thiraw our ſelves out of the World, 
en we are Old, 1s to prevent thar 
zhter and contempt which Age brings 
ng with 1t. - 
It we quit the World to good purpoſe, 
; ſhall ſtill preſerve the Idea of that 
rit, which we had there, If we tar- 
too long 1n it, we ſhall proclaim our 
n detects, and what we are then, 
Il efface the memory of what we 
re, Beſides 'tis a ſhame for a Perſon 
t values his credit to drag about him 
11hrmities of Old Age at the Court; . 
tre the end of his Services occaſions 
t of his intereſts and merit 
Nature does redemand us to liberty, 
Ken we have nothing more to hope 
Fortuge. Behold what a ſenſe of de- 
G cency 
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ccncy, what the care of our Reputat 
what good Manners, and Nature it { 
require from Us. 

Nor is this all, for the World has | 
a 112ht ro demand the ſame thing of 


Its Commetrce furniſhed us with 1 plealy 
ſo long as we were capable of reltihingy 


And it. would be rhe higheſt incratity 


to be a charge to 1t, when we Can ply; 
NOI but dif uſt. | 

As tor my {e1t, I am tully reſolved; 
live Im a Convent or 2 Deſert, rat) 
than 3c my Fericuds an occalion to | 
ty NC, Cr fo furniſh thoſe that are rat! 
witl 3 fubyect for their malicious Nin 
and railiery. But the miichict 15, riut 
Man 15 not icnſible when he becomes: 
2G ridIcutous. 

iris 80t enough to know that we : 
wholly word away, but we ought to. 
the firlt char perceive this declention,: 
ike prudent Men to prevent the pubi 
now! caic of this alterarion. 

Not tler every alteration that 4 
brings atong with ut, ought to injpiu 
with clic relolution of retiring. ? 115th 
we loi a 2 frcat cal by growing Old, 
amoagclt the iolles we Tuſtain, ſom? 


them are recompented by conlider: 


advantay CS, 
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If after I have loſt my Pafſions, the aff 
Fions continue with me till ; I ſhall 
nd leſs inquierude in my Pleaſures, anc 
ore diſcretion in the conduct of my Life. 
And in reſpect of others,if my imagina- 
101 diminiſhes, I ſhall not pleaſe ſo much 
\metimes, but I ſhall be infinitely leſs im- 
xrcunate for the general part. It I quit all 
ompany, I ſhall be leſs Embaraſſed. If T 
zme from large Companies to the Con- 
eration of a few, 'tis becauſe I know 
ow to make the better choice. _ 
Beſides this, *'tis to be confidered, that 
we change, we do it amongtt People 
hat change as well as our {elves ; Men of 
qual Infirmirtes, or at leaſt ſubject to the 
ery ſame And therefore 1 ſhall not be at 
Il aihamed to ſearch in their preſence 
ome relief againſt the weakneſs of Age ; 
or [hall T be atraid to ſupply by Art what 
9105 to fall me by Nature, 


uy of tune, the nice!t manayement of 
i Health chat daily becomes more feeble, 
annot {candalize any Men of Senſe, and 
VE OUgNE NOt to trouvic our ſelves with 
ole that are nor 1o. 

For to {ay the Truth, that which dil- 
MWPicalcs in old People, is not too affected 
G3 2 a 
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The greateſt precaution againſt the in- 
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a care of their own preſervation. 
ſhould eaſily forgive them every thing thy 
relates to themſelves, if they had but th 
{ame conſideration for others. But the az 
thority they aſſume 1s full of injuſtice ay 
indiſcretion ; for they unadviſedly oppg 
the Inclinations even of thoſe that bear th 
moſt with therr infirmities. Their loy 
courſe of life has untanght them how t 
live amongſt their fellow Creatures, f 
they ſhow nothing but a Spirit of ru 
neſs, auſterity and contradiction to thok 
very Men, from whom they are ſo unre 
ſonable as to exaCt affability, condeſce 
{ion and obedience. Ali that themſelves 
they imagine to be virtuous, and place 
monegſt the rank of Vices every thing thu 
les out of their power. Ina word, as th 
are conſtrained to follow Nature, when 
the is tireſome and offenſive, they woul 
by their good will, almoſt always oppot 
themſelves to her, where ſhe is Ae and 
agreeable. 
 *Tis an envious Humour that hates | 
ether Men the good we poſleſs no longet 
or a temper purely Melancholy, that d 
poſes the Mind to find fault with ever 
thing. - 
There 1s nopart of our Life wherein w 
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zht to Study our own humour with 
ore application than in Old Age, for it 
\ never ſo difficult to be diſcovered as 
1cn. 

An impetuous Young Fellow has a hun- 

ed returns, when he his Jiffatisfied with 
is Extravagances: But Old People de- 
te theinſiſhex to their humours as if it 

erea virtue, and take pleaſure in their 
n defe&ts, becauſe they carry a falſe re- 
mblance of commendable Qualities. 

In cffe&t, proportionably as they render 
xemſclyes more difficult,they vainly ima» 
ine that they become more Delicate. 
hey take up an invincible averſion to 
leaſure, believing that they are juſtly ope 
ſing the current of Vice. A ſerious Air 
afſes with them for Judgment, Phlegm 
vr Wiſdom, and hence proceeds that im» 
rious authority they allow themſelyes 
d cenſure every thing. They look upon 
ſelancholy to ſupply the place of an in- 
nation againſt ſin, and gravity. of ſuf- 
ciency. 

The only ſure Remedy, when we once 


ave proceeded ſo far, is to conſult our 


aſon in the intervalls when ſhe is diſen- 
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of our defects, we ought out of that litt|: 
force that remains in us to form a reſoly. 
tion of concealing them from the fight of 
mankind. * T's all that our Wiſdom cn 
do at this juncture to hide them, and it 
wou'd be a ſuperfluous labour to endex 
vour wholly to get clear of them. 

"Tis at rhis point of our life that we 
ought to aſgn ſome time between ir and 
dearh, ana to ciiuſe a convenient Place ty 
paſs it in devotion if poſſible, at leaſt with 
prudence, or with a devotion that give 
us confidence, or with reaſon that prom 
{cs us Repole. 

W hen our reaſon,whic'1 1s ſo ſerviceabk 
for the World,is,if I may uſe the expreſſion 
worn out with long uſzing, a wiſe man 
forms another out of it to ſerve him in hi 
retrear, which cf ridiculous Sots, as we 
appear to be 1n Converſation, makes 
truly wile 1n reſpect of our ſelves. 

Of all the retreats that a man can po 
fibly make when he 1s Old, I ſhould int 
nitely prefer that ofa Convent to all ci 
reit, if their rules were leſs ſevere, and 
mortity1ng. 

"Tis certain that Old Age ſhuns : 
crowd our of a Delicate and retired HU 
mour, that cannot ſuffer either import 
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ity, or an embarrals; and yer it avoids 
\icude with greater diligence, where 1t 15 
ivercd up to its own black diſquierudes, 
to ſullen vexatious imaginations. he 
ly remaining reletf againlt all this is the 
onverſation of air honeit Society ; Now 
tar ſociety can betrer agree with it than 
Religious one, where ali manner of hu- 


; jan helps are aorded with. more Chart- 
than elſe where, and where their vows 
WJ unite to demand thoſe ſuccours from 
.Wcaven, which cannot realonably be cx- 


ated from Men? I confeſs we fome- 
mes mcet a Religious As theWorlid calls 
cm) of ine{timable merit, iuch as 
roughly know the vanity of the World 
Ich they quuted. They arc your truly 
rtuous and truly devour perſons,that im- 
ove the Senttments of Morality by 
ole of Piety. [hey live not unly Cx» 
pt irom the Tyranny of their Pallions, 


Wt enjoy a molt admirable ferenity of 
Cl lind. They are more happy in deiiring 


ting, than the greateſt Nonarchs up- 
carth in poſſeſſing all — I cou'd with 
at we had eſtabliihed Societies, where 
neſt Gentlemen might Commodiouſly 
ure after they have done the publick all 
c lervice they were capable to perfor, 
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When they were once entered here, wh 
ther out of a conſideration of their futy 
State, a diſlike of the World, or a d:{ 
of tranqui}ity,which is to ſucceed the 
ferent agitations of Fortune, they mig 
taſte the delight of a pious retreat, a 
the innocent pleaſure of an honelt and; 
greeable Converſation, 

As for my elf, I wou'd freely retreat; 
{ſuch a place from the delights of theWo 
at an Age,when a Man's reliſh of plcaſu 
Is as 1t were extinguiſhed ; but theq 
wou'd not be without the Convenieng 
of-it at this time, when we more ſenſibj 
feel whatſoever incommodes us, as in pn 
portion we become miore nice 1n thc pi 
{uit of what pleaſes us, or are lels tend 
in Relation to what atfeQts us. 

Theſe. conveniences ſo deſirable | 
Old Age.ought to be as far removed trot 
abundance,that occaſions diſorder.,as tro 
thoſeAnxieties that tollow the heels of 
cefſity ; and to explain my ſelf more clea 
ly upon this Chapter, I wou'd have at! 
frugality rightly manag'd. 

[ was formerly acquainted with a 
tain perſon that had ſeveral plealaþ 
thoughts about this affair. How 4 
might a man live, {aid he, in any = 
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here he diſarms Fortune of that juriſditi< 
ſhe pretends to have over him We ſacri- 


e to this Fortune, our Eſtates, cur repoſe, 


7 1e.s, and perhaps unprofitably, and if we 
ive to poſſeſs its Favours, we purchaſe the 
wrt-liv'd Enjoyment, ſometimes at the-ex= 
ne of our liberty, and ſometimes of our 
jves. But ſuppoſe all our greatneſs ſhould 
mtinue 4s long as we lived, yet it would 
leaſt expire with our ſelves. And what 
e of their Girandeur have theſe great Fa- 
Jurites made, who never beheld the courſe 
their Fortune interrupted? don't they 
em to have acquired this mighty ſtock of 
Jlory , and 10 have heaped theſe prodigious 
Riches for no other end, than to male them- 
toes more ſenſible of the torment of bein 
either able to quit nor keep them. Theſ 
ere his uſual Sentiments, and this a- 
rceable Courtiter, whoſe Converſation 


ave the greateſt delight imaginable to 
1s Friends, {utter'd himſelf to be intire- 


y poſſeſt with this train of thoughts, 
ometimes judicious, but always ferious. 

1truly acknowledge there 1s a certain 
ime when the wiſeſt Aion we can do, 
S to quit the World ; butas fully per- 


waded as Iam, of the truth of this A 
tion, 1 ſhould infinitely ſooner be di- 


rected 
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reed by Nature to my Retirement, thy 
by my Reaſon. 


Hence 1t proceeds, that in the mid(t 
the World, I live after ſuch a faihion x 
if I were retired out of it. I {till contin 
in it as far as ] ſezk what pleaſes me, an 
am ſtill our of it as far as I avoid wits 
ver incoramodes me there. Every day | 
ſteal away from Acquaintances rhat web 
ry, and Converſations that tire me. Ever 
day I eſtabliſh a {weet Commer 
with my Friends, and hnd the inolt 
ſible pleaſure 1a the delicacy of their ta 
tertainment. 


After my way of living, I neither c- 
joy a tull Society, nor a perfect Retire 
ment. Tis only an innocent bringiag d 
my ſelf to that itation which does mol 
{re with iny Inclinations. And thus 
POLICiS all thoſe harmleſs {weetnefles that 
are moſt ſuitable to the Repoſe of Ol 
Age, and are juſtly fitred for the propor 
tion of what 1amable to reliſh agreabl): 


Whe 
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[hen the laſt moments of our Lives draw near, 
Nature delights in Innocence and. Eaſe : 

11d ſhe that ruffled the p6y Scene before, 

'"w whiſpers ſoft repoſe and boly Pome, 

ve once Expir d, vur Golden days are gone : 
But then our Mind diſarnid of all wild Paſſions, 
Preſerves its ſtrength and vigour for its Exit, 
IWe learn vam gaudy Pleaſures to deſpiſe, 
And juſtly in our own defence turn Wiſe. 


A 


NOVEL 


or 


By another Hand. 


RO ———————— 
_——— ——— 


— 
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T the time that Monſieur de Cm 
minges was Ambaſſadour from th 
mot Chriſtian King to the King of Great 
| Britain, there came to London a Phiſitia 
who called himſelf an Irih-maz; Th 
Perſon paſſed for a great Philoſopher, an 
a mighty performer of Wonders, accot 
ing to the opinion of the Credulous,an 
his own perſwaſion ; and the way he mad 
uſe of to Cure the Diſtemper'd, made hu 
to be ſuſpected in many places for a \ 
giClan. 

Some Perſons of Quality having entr. 
ted Monſieur de Comminges to ſend for hit 
to his Houſe in order to ſee ſome of I 
Prodigies, he was very willing to gral 
them that ſatisfaCtion, as well throught 
Natural curioſity, as his complaiſance| 


them. Whereupon he ſent notice 
i 


F 
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;s pretended Magician, that he ſhould 
1mMme tO his Houle. 

Upon the Noiſe, which was eve 
here diſperſed of this News, the Houſe 
Monſieur de Comminges was ſoon filled 


ith ſick Peopie, who came with a tull 
Trance Of their Cure. 


ic time;and after an impatient expeCt- 
10n, the Sick and curious ſaw him ar- 
e witha grave,but ſimpleCountenance, 
ich carried 1n 1t not the leaii mark of 
Impoſtor. 

Monſieur de Comminees prepared him- 
t to examine him nicely, hoping to 
well enabled to enlarge himſelf at his 
alure upon all that he had read in E/- 
v4 and Bodzz : but he could not effeC& it, 
11S great Concern: for the crowd became 
troubleſome, and the infirm preſied 


y had much a do with Menaces and 
en force to regulate their ranks. © \ 
The Irifþ Phyſitian referred all indiſpo- 
ons to Spirits, and all infirmities were, 
of 15 Senſe, Poſſeſſhons. 

ls be firſt that was preſented to him, was 
(ol8an oppreſied with Gouts, and certain 
pcumatiims, which it had been __ 
1 = [1 


The Iriſh-max made them wait for him 


lo eagerly to be Cured the firſt, that 
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ſible for him to get Cured of. Which 0 
Wonder-Maker obſerving, I have ſeen (yy 
fence, ſays he, this ſort of Spirits in Ireliy 
They are Water-Spirits which bring Colan |, 
and excite ſuperfiuities of Humours in t) 
poor Boazes, Thou Evil Spirit, who haſt | 
the habitation of the Waters to come ani ( 
flick this miſerable Body, 1 command ti; 
abandon thy new abode, and to retnrn t11 
Antient reſidence. This being faid, t 
Sick Maa retired ; and another ſuppl 
his room, who ſaid he was Torment 
with Melanciolly Vapours. 

Indeed, he was one of thoſe who: 
ordinarily called Hypocondriacks and ii 
of imagination, altho* they are butt 
much ſo in etteqt. Airy Spirit, lays 

_ Iriih-man, return tnto the Arr to exerciſet 
Trade in raiſing of Tempeſts, and ſtir 
more Hurricanes in this ſad and miſeri 
Boay. = 

'This lick perſon gave way to anotit 
who was dilturbed,according to the()pit 
on 0i thePhyfitian,with a ſimple Hobgo 
lin, which would not have force cnoug! 
withſtand his diſcourſe a moment. He ll 
pos'd that hehad ſufficiently obſerved i 
by certain Marks, which did not appel 


us ; and {miling upon the Aſſembly. ; 
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Crt of Spirit, ſays he, are ſeldom trouble- 
Cme, and almolt always diverting. 
[n ſhort, he pretended he was ignorant 
f nothing 10 matter of Spirits. He was 
xcquainted with their Number, their 
Rinks, their Names, their Employments, 
21.1 all the Functions to wluch they were 
jeitined ; and he made a familiar boaſt of 
nderftanding the Intrigues of Demons, 
1ch better than the affairs of Men. 
You cannot imagin what Reputation 
i gain'd in a very little tive. Catholicks 
2nd Proteſtants came to him trom all 
irts; and you would have ſaid that the 


Dower of Heaven was lodged 1n the hands. 


Et is Man, when an unexpected Adven- 
Wu, deltroyed the wonderful Opini- 
Dr which the Publick entertain'd of him. 
A Man and Woman of the Country, 
vio were MVaarried together, came to 
<k ſome relief in _his Miracle-working 
 ituc againſt certfin Spirits of Diſcord, 
0d they, which diſturbed their Marriage, 
088d ruined the peace of the Family, 
1: was a 200d Gentleman, aged about 
Ve; yours, who look'd like one of Eſtate 
W1d Quality. Methinks I have the Lady 
ngciore my Eyes. She was about 3o years 
, d, and ſeemed to be of a goodly make ; 
but 
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but one might already ſee in her face, thi 
there had been formerly more Delicacy i 
the Features of her Beauty. I have Nx 
med the Husband firit by reaſon of th, 
dignity of his rank ; yet the Wife woul! 
ſpeak firſt, whether it was becauſc 
believ'd her ſelf to be more torments 
with her Spirit, or that ſhe was only pre{ 
ſed with that Ambirion of talking, whit 
is natural to her Sex. 

I have a Husband, ſaid ſhe, who is one 
the beſtMen of theWorld, to whom I gin 
a thouſand diſquiets,and who gives nie n 
leſs in his turn. My intention would þ 
to live comfortably with, and I ſhoul 
always do ſo, it a ftrange Spirit, whers 
with I feel my {elf poflefſed at certan 
times; did not render me fo fierce, andin 
{upportable, that it is not poſſible to en: 
dure me: Atter theſe Agitations are ce 
ſed, I return to my natural good humou; 
I then forget no care, nor no agreemeit 
that conduces to the obliging of my Hut 
band : But his Demon poſſeſſes him, 
wien mine forſakes me ; and this Hu 
band who has ſo much patience for m 
Tranſports, has nothing but fury for mf 
Reaſon. And alas! T have no leſs to et 


dure trom him, than he itrom me. 1 
00] 
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opt Woman 1n all appearance ſincere a- 
zugh, and the Husband who was no 
G began his diſcourſe as follows. 


Whatſoever reaſon I have to complain 


my Wive's Devil, I -am however 


ader an Obligation to him, in that he 


25 not taught her to lye ; and I mult ac- 
owledge, that ihe has ſaid nothing but 
hat is very true. All the time ſhe ap= 
arsto me to be 1n agitation T am com- 
ſed, but as ſoon as her Spirit leaves her 
peace, mine I orments me in its turn 3 
d with a new Courage, and new forces, 
hich I find myſelf ſtirred up with, I make 
r diſcern with al] poſſible vigour the de- 
ndance of a Wife, and the ſuperiority of 
Husband. Thus our lives paſs either in 
mmitting or enduring miſcheif; Which 
nders us 11 a worſe condition, than the 
olt miſerable. Behold our Tormeats, 
7; and if it be poſſible that you ſhould 
ow a Remedy, I conjure you to be our 
elverer. The cure of a Diſtemper ſo 
ange as this of ours, will procure you 
 inconfiderable Honour. 
Theſe are neither Hobgoblins, nor Fa- 


$ {aid the {riſþ-man, they are Spirits of 


etirſt order,and of the Legion of Lucifer : 
oud Demons, great Enemies to obedis 


ed 
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ence, and very hard to expell. You wil 
not take it amiſs, Gentlemen, purſued jy 
turning to the Aﬀſembly, that I examine 
my Books a little ; for I have occaſion fy 
words that are not of the common ſtamy, 
'Thcreupon he with drew into a Cloſet, 
order to turn over hisBooks andPapers; and 
aftcr having made uſeof a hundred forms 
as t00 weak againſt ſuch powerfulEnemig 
he fell at lait upon one, that was capabk 
1n [11s opinion, of confounding and expe 
ling all the Devils in Hell. 

The firſt effe&t of the conjuration wx 
up2n himſelt ; for hisEyes began to rowlu 
hisHead, with ſo many Grimaces &Convl 
0as,that he might very wellappeardiſtrad 
ed tothoſe whocame to ſeek his aſſiſtanc 

Atter having turned his Staring Eye 
on all ſides, he tixed them at length upa 
this Virtuous Couple, and ſtriking bothd 
them with a Wand, which was nd 
without Vertue : Bz gone, Devils, ſays 
0 ye Spirits of difſention, and exerciſe di 
cord 1n Hell, and by your departure | 
that happy Uuion be re-eſtabliihed,whud 
you izave imnioully broken, Then he 


[ 


v 


proached ſoftly to the Ears of the pretenſy 
ded Potlcfled, and railing a little the tor 
of his voice, 1 hear you murmur Deviſs 
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;t the obedience which ye are forced to 
ender me:But were ye to burſt with mad- 
cſs, ye mult be gone. - Depart, depart, 
nd you my Friends, go and enjoy that 


pole, which ye have been deprived of 


> long. It is ſufficient, Gentlemen,” I 
roteſt to you that I am: all in a Sweat 
ith the Labour, which the oppoſition of 
eſe obſtinate Devils has given me. I Be-= 


ye I have had to do with two Thoufand 


irits in my life time; who all together 
ave not given me ſo much pain and trou= 
eastheſe. Which being done,thelriſh-1147 
tired, andall the company went out of the 
ouſe, and our good People: returned 'to 
cir Lodgings, with a ſatisfaQtion more 
onderfull, than the Prodigy which had 
en effeted 1n their Favour. _” 
When, they were come home, every 
ng appeared agreeable to them by this 
walteration of mind, which created a 
ange ſeverity in theirSe»ſes Theyfound a 
ling Air in all things ; they lookt up- 
| themſelves with pleaſure, and were 
t wanting in ſweet and tender words to 
preſs their Love. But, vain delights, 
v little dependence is there upon your 
ation ! and how unſeaſanably do per- 


"Ws rejoyce,that are born to Mistortunes, 


H 2 when 
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when they obtain a ſmall happineſ, 
Such was their tranquillity,when a Lz 
dy of their acquaintance came to expre, 
co them the general joy of the Town fy 
their Cure. ' 
* They anſwered this civility with 4 
the diſcretion in the World ; and the uſ 
al Complements on this occafion bein 
made and returned, the Husband' began} 
very pertinent Converſation upon th 
happy. condition they were in, after { 
Tong a train of miſeries, Our Witke, eith 
to cauſe a greatet admiration of theſe wa 
ders, or elſe to pleaſe her own malicia 
humour, enlarged her ſelf with fatis 
Aion upon the tricks which her Der 
had ſuggeſted to her, to torment her Hy 
band. Upon Which the Husbagnd jealol 
of the honour of this Devil, or at leaſt, 
his own authority, gave her to underſtan 
That ſhe talked roo much of things pil 
the remembrance whereof was irkfom | 
him, He added that in the ſtate where! 
they found themſelves re-eſtabliſhed, ! 
ought to think of nothing elfe, but ti 
obedience, which a Wife ow*5to her Hu 
band ; as he wouldonly conſider on his fi 
how to inake a lawful uſe of his privikd 
>, 10 order to make their CR 
7 1app 


P 
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zppy for the future, as it had been un- 
rtunate hitherto. EGS 
Our Wife being offended at the word. 
edience, but eſpecially at the cruel 
unction to be ſitent, forgot no argu- 
nts that might ſerve to prove an equa- 
in Marriage, ſaying ; That the Devils ' 

re ot at ſuch a diſtance, but they might be 
led, in caſe this equality was violated. 
This Lady above mentioned, who 
5 as diſcreet and judicious as any of her 
x, wilely repreſented to her the duty 
Wives, without forgetting the Con- 
& and good management, whereto Hus- 
nds were obliged. But her Reaſon in- 
ad of compoſing, : did but incenſe . her 
more, and ihe became more inſup= 

rtable than before. You are in the. 
ht, dear Wife, replyed the Husband, the 
vils were not gone ſo far, but they 
ght be recalled ; or rather, you have 
nſokind to yours, that he was reſolv- 
to continue with you, notwithſtand- 
| the command which was given 
n to leave you, I am too weak of 
lelf to be concerned alone with you 

 11m;which obliges me to retire, expo- 
as I am to ſuch dangerous Forces. And 
wile retire, ſas ſþe, with this Spirit, 
Ht 3 thar 


— 
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that will not abandon me. He muſt he, 
very ill humour'd, damn'd fort of a Deyj 
indeed, if heis not more tractable than þ 
troubleſome and ſo curſed a Husband 
Then turning towards her Friend. Be 
fore I go, ſaid ſhe to her, I am glad | 
have an occaſion, Madam, to tell yg 
with freedom, that I expected quite an 
ther Treatment from your Friend(hip,nl 
that you have forgot the intereſt which 
liges you , to take a Wives part againſtl 
violence of herHusband.” T1sa very ftrang 
thing to ſee my ſelf run down by onethy 
ſhould ſupport me. Adieu,Madar, adiey 
your viſits do me a great deal of honour,bu 
one may very well diſpenſe with then 
if they do no more good than this. 
This good, but too diſcreet Lady ws 
extreamly amaz'd ; inſtructed by her ow 
experience, that even Wiſdom has ut 
exceſs, and that for the moſt part on 
makes an ill uſe of ones Reaſon with thok 
who have none. 
* You may judge that ſhe did not ta 
long alone ina Houſe, where nothin 
was talked of bur Devils, and nothunf 
done but what: was of the higheſt pitd 
ofextravagance. The Husband paſſed tht 
reſt of- the day and all the Night io | 
i £4 Chambe! 
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hamber, aſhamed of the ſhort-liv'd joy 
he had received, vexed at the preſent 
fate of his Aﬀairs, and refleAing upon 


hat might happen to him from this ſud- 


len return of his Wives diſtemper, with 
eat anxiety of Mind. 
As the agitation of the Wife had been 
uch greater, ſo it remain'd not fo long ; 
0 that return'd ſoon to her Senſes, ſhe 
ade {ad reflections upon the loſs of thoſe 
leaſures, whereof ſhe' found her ſelf de- 
r1v'd. There are certain tempers in the 
orld, that after a few moments come to 
hemſelves again, and demand of their 
Reaſon why they ſhould {acrifice their 
ntereſt and their pleaſure to a fooliſh Spi- 
it of Contention that does them no good 
tall, This conſideration that ſometimes 
revails with Women, and chicfly a 
ights when they cannot ſleep, had its 
telired effect upon our Lady, in ſomuch 
lat reſigning her ſelf up purely to the 
onduct of Nature, ſhe awaked her 
usband as {oon as 1t was day, deſigning 
0alcribe all paſt diſorders to a ſtrange 


Dower, which was neither Natural nor 


uman. 
 Tknow, ſaid ſhe, in the lucid interval 


enjoy at preſent, that our Spirits did. 
H 4 not 


. 
4 
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my dear, but too unhappy Husband, 


ſays he to her, let us bemoan our coma 
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not ſurrender themſeves at the commany 
of the Iriſ-Maz ; and if you believe me 


will return and ask him for a itronper an 
more effectual Charm. 

the poor Husband oppreſſed wit 
erief, as ie was, and fainting under th 
ſeverity of his deſtiny, judge if he wr 
not very glad to find ſo unexpetty 
a calm, and tenderly affected wit 
this amorous return of his Spouks 
ſubmiſſion : Let us bemoan, my Dcx 


misfortunz2s, and go a ſecond time t 
ſearch a remedy, which the firſt could ng 
FIVC Us. "1 w, 

The Wife was agreably ſurpriſed z 
this diſcourſe ; for inſtead of a troubk 
ſome Demon whoſe inſults ſhe expette: 
ſhe happily tound a Man tender ant 
compaſhionate, who gave her Comfor 
for the Evil ſhe had done him. 

They ſp:nt an hour or two 1n inlp 
ring one another with a mutual cont 
dence, and after having placed a 
their hopes in the vertue of the Phy 
ſician ; they returned ro the Houle 0 
Monlieur de Comminges, in order i 


ice 
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oh; 2 more powerful releif, than that 
hich they had experienc'd before. 

Scarce were they entered into the 
ouſe, but the Iriſh-man perceived them, 
id calling them pretty loud that hamight 
heard of all theCompany, Come, /ays he 
them,andPubliſh theWonders which are 
Fd in you, and make an acknowledg- 
ent to that all PuiſſantVirtue,which has 
clvered you from that miſerable ſlavery 
Wndcr which ye groaned. | 

a 1'he Wife immediately replied with- 
Mic conſulting,that inſtead of che Teſtimo=» 
vey bc demanded, they were ready to give 
Wm a very fine one of the obitinacy of the 
evils, and not of his skill. For 1n truth, 
nerable Father, added jhe, ſince your fine 
peration they have I ormented us, as 1t 
cre out of ſpite, more violently than e+ 


*w; 
l 


, 


You are incredulous {(criea out the 


leaſt ungrateful, who maliciouſly deny 
vle benefits ye have received. Approach 
ther, approach ; that T may convi& you 
WW": of incredulity, or Malice. 

JW hen they were come near, he nicely 
(WFamined ail the lines of their Faces. He 
ciuicularly obſerved their Looks, and as 


0a Iriſh-man in a wonderful paſſion,) or 


ny 
- 
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if he had diſcovered in the Apple of th 


Eyes ſome impreſſion of theſe Spirits ; x 
are in the right, ſays he, all amaz'd, ye 


in the right, they are not yet diſlods! 
They were too deeply rooted in your } 


dies, but they ſhall held faſt indeed, i 


don't turn them out by the Virtue 
a few wordsI am going to pronounce, 

Leave, curſt Race, an Habitation ( 
Repoſe too ſweet for you, and go at 
rave for ever in places where dwell Hy 
rour, Madneſs, and Deſpair. 

"Tis done, my Friends, ye are moſt cx 
tainly Delivered : But return no more, 
intreat ye. T owe my time to all th 
World, and ye have had as much of itz 
ye ought to have. 

Now our Patients ſuppoſed then 
ſelves at the end of all their Mistor 
tunes: This day ſeemed to them as! 
were the firlt of their Marriage, and ti 
Night was expetted with the ſame impi 
tience, as that of their Nuptials had be 


formerly. This Night ſo much deli 


came, but Alas! how ilt did it anſw: 
their deſires ? 


Too much Love Cauſes the ſhame 8 


Lovers, and I leave to the imaginationt 
the Reader the great confuſion of an Ac 
yeature. Wh 
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Where exceſs of deſire, 
Does extinguiſh the fire. 


'Twas happy for the Husband, that 
he Wife accuſed the Devils that were in- 
ocent ; But our Phyſitian, ſomuch cele- + 
ited abroad, was no more in her eſteem 
an a poor I1riſþ-man, who had not $kill 
nough to conjure down an Jeni Fatums. 
"metimes ſhe imputed to her ſelf this j 
on-performance of her Husband, after lf 
c Examples of the Spaniſh Women,who 
ttribute to themſelves, 1n theſe occaſions, 
e failings of their Lovers, in regard of 
periwaſion they have, that the force of Li 
elr Charms ought neither to ſubmit to + 
&c 1nfirmity of Nature, nor to the pow- 1M 
of Witch-craft. | 
Thus the Wife, who accuſed the Hus- I” 
and in every thing elſe, when he was 4 
Joſt innocent, juſtifies him when he was mh 
oft deficient 1n Family-Duties, choo- bt 
Ws rather to impute a Want of Love 1n 
Wn, to a want of Charms in her ſelf,than 
) Impute it to a real defeq, which 
ould prove eternally deftruQive of her 
aſures.But asa Lady doth not willingly i 
Fain a thought that hurts che _—_— 
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of her Beauty ; ſhe immediately rec, 
led in her mind the Mahice of the Deyy, 
and turn'd her contulion into Anger ;, 
gainſt the Iriſþ Man, who had not bee 
expert enough to cure them. 
It is a long time, /aid ſhe bluntly, and g 
if (he had been inſpir'd, it is a long tiny 
ſince the ſimplicity of the Irifþ Man hy 
 amus'd us, and | kaow very well, that w 
{hall expect in vain our deliverance fron 
him. But it 1s not enough to be undeces 
ved ; juttice obliges us to undeceive other 
as well as our ſeives, and to make known 
to the World, the vanity of theſe Quack, 
Sweet-heart, replyed the Husband, "ii 
undoubtedly true, that the misfortune 0 
this Night 1s the pure malice of our Devil 
The Iriſþmaz had a mind to laugh at them, 
but they were reſolv<d to ridicule him and 
us 1n their turn. You know me, and TI knoy 
my felt; ſuch a ſtrange Impotence coud 
not naturally happen,could not be, and bt 
hold how ſtrangely Conjuration has pre 
vail'd upon us. As for the reſt, Sweet 
heart, when you ſhall make your 
proaches to this fine Phyſician, take car 
that you deſcend not to any particulars 
this nature ; and that you let nothungi 


ſlip, I beleech you, which may tend 
a 
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ſhame. All Family ſecrets ought to 
, concealed : But this in a more parti- 
Ir manner than any other. 


The Wife was ready to be offended 


on ſeeing her ſelf ſuſpected of ſuch an 
jiſcretion : But not to embroil things 
ew, that were tending to a good ac- 
nodation, ſhe promis'd ſo to manage 
r ſelf that - the IriſÞ Mx alone 
ld find fault- with her proceed- 


We uſually ſeek the Night to con- 
al our ſhame, but the day here appear- 
to diſperſe it ; and theſe unhappy Per- 
ns, who were not yet well recovered of 
eir Misfortune, ' got up with the Sun, 
ho enlivens all things, 1n hopes of a bet 
r ſucceſs for the time to come. 
They roſe out of their Bed with more 
anquillity, than they had remained 
ere, and after a {mall Break-faſt and a 
tle Converſation to fortify their Bodies, 
d reconcile their Minds, they weat in 
ace and good Union towards the Houſe, 
here they had been twice with Confi- 
ce, and from whence they had twice 
Lurned without any relief. They re- 
ved advice there, that the Iriſþ-man was 


ne toSt, Zames's to perform ſome Won 
ders 
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ders there, at the inſtance of Manſ 
d' Aubigny. 

It was the ſame Monſieur d' Anbign, 
well known of all the World,for the n: 
agreeable Man that ever was. Behy 
then ſome of the Prodigies which [1 
marked at St. James's, with leſs creduly 
than the Multitude, and leſs prejud 
than Monſieur a" Aubigny. 

Already did the Blind {uppole they {| 
that light they did not fee; already 
the Deaf imagine they heard, and heu 
not ; the Lame already thought they we 
grown well, and the impotent reſumed! 
imagination the fir{t uſe of all their men 
bers. A ſtrong Idea of Health had ma 
the Sick forget their Diſtempers ; and in 
agination which was no leſs aCtive in ti 
curious, than in the Sick, gave the firit 
falſe proſpect out of a deſire of feciny 
as it did a falſe Cure to the ſecond, out of 
deſire of being Cured. 

Such was the power of the Ir:i/þ-m 
upon our minds : Such was the force( 
our Minds upon our Senſes. Thus 1 
thing was the Subject, but Prodigies ; al 
theſe Prodigies came from ſo great : 
Authority, that the aſtoniſhed multituc 


receiv'd them with ſubmiſſion, uy] 
» 
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mnemore knowing Perſons durſt not re- 
& them by their knowledge. 
A Timerous and flaviſh know- 
ealways pays reſpect to an imperi- 

and Authoriz'd Errour: The Soul 
*5 feeble, where the underſtanding was kl 
ad ; and they, who ſaw beſt in their i- U 
zginary Cures, were afraid to declare | 
jr real Sentiments amonglt a prejudi- 
1 and Inchanted people. 
Such was the triumph of the Iriſb-maz, 
en our Couple couragiouſly broke 
ough the crowd 1n order to come and 
ult over him in all his Majeſty. Art 
t thou aſhamed, ſaid the Wife to him, to þ 
ue the ſimple and credulous People as . 
bu doſt, by the oftentation of a power, 
uch thou never didſt enjoy ? Thou 
| direQed our Devils to leave us in Re- ' 
ic, and they have only Tormented us \ 

more, Thou haſt commanded them 

70 out, and they perſiſt to remain not- 
W'iſtanding thy orders, equally deriding 
 fottiſh credulity, and thy ineffefQtual 
potence. 
of! te Husband continued the ſame re- 
Moaches with the ſame contempt, fo far 
to refuſe him the name of Impoſtor, 
auſe there was need of Capacity, /aid 


be, 
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he, for an Tmpoſtor, and this miſer; 
wretch had none. 

The Phylictan loſt his Speech in loſy 
the Authority which made him venerzj} 
and this formidable Power, eftabliſh'd 
ly in a ſuperſtitious Subjection of Spicy 
came to nothing, ſo {50n as there appz 
ed perſons bold enough to difown it; { 
priz'd, nonpluſt, confounded, he wig 
drew, -and went out at the Back-doo:;, 
_ His confuſion extreamly mortified t 
Aﬀembly, there being nothing that t 
mind of Man receives with ſo much | 
tisfattion, as the opinion of Miraculy 
things, nor leaves with more difhcu 
and concern. | 

As ftorMonſieur d” Aubigny,he {90n plac 
this Phylician in the rank of ethers, wha 
he had tryed ; being reſolved for the | 
ture to keep ro thoſe of the Countr 
without an ambition to make ule ( 
New Commers, meerly becauſe they we 
Strangers. 

All the company retired; aſhamed! 
their eaſinels to be abus'd, and yet vi 
at the Joſs of their Error. Our mari 
couple, glorious and Triumphant, enjo 
the pleaſures of Victory, without any 


ther thoughts of the Devils ; and - 
t 
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ur 4 Aubicny, who paſled from one O- 
1701 to another, with an 1ncredible fa- 
ly, quitted his former beliet of our 
liracle-monger, to give himlelf the plea- 
ve of laughing with me, at what had 
ppen d. | 
At my breaking out into a ſudden fit of 
ughter, the Husband turned his Head 
wards us, and perceiving Mr. d" Aubig- 
\ he came civilly to excuſe him- 
If for what he had done at his 
ouſe, without asking his permiſſion. 
r. 4 Aubigny replyed to him very ctvil- 
, giving him thanks not only for having 
abuſed the publick, but alſo for having 
deceiv'd himſelf in particular, 


The Wife immediately took her part 


the Converſation, which did not ren- 
r it leſs agreeable; for alrho? ſhe was 
ally extravagant, yet it was a fort of 
travagance which did not proceed 1o 
uch from her Mind, as from her Hu- 
our : But now ſhe took care to conceal 
; and we talk'd of nothing but mirth 
4 pleaſantry, when Mr. d' Aubigny en- 
tain'd them with rhe the graveſt dif- 


uſcin theWorld, whichTlittle expeQed. 


l am a perſon of an acknowledging 


mper, ſaid he to them, and I ſhould be. 


ungrateful 
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for your own Minds to torment ye, ar 
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ungrateful, if I did not draw you fron 
your Error, after the obligation I am yy, 
der to you for having drawn me fro 
mine. Is it poſſible that ye ſhould hay 
Devils 1n reality ? As if it was not enoug 


that there muſt be ſomething elſe, þ 
ſides a long Marriage, to afford ye the 
trouble, which has harraſſed you th 
pretty while, There 15 no Man, but; 
ſometimes at a loſs with himſelf, Th 
wiſeſt are weary of themſelves after th 
have been weary of others. And wouldy 
have a Husband and Wife, who are1 
moſt always of different minds, and di 
ferent humours, be able to live eternal 
together without diſguſt, without offenc 
and without diſputes ? Believe me, $ 
of a hundred married couple, fourſan 
and ten at leaſt are poſleſſed, atter yourt 
{hion, but without any intervening ot t 
Devil. The only difference I find betwee 
you 15, that they ſuffer their misfortun 
with patience, and conceal them wil 
diſcretion, whereas you 1mportune Healt 
and Hell tor yours, in accuſing Dem 
that are ingocent of your unhappintl 
and in going to ſeek a ſupernaturalaſh 


ance when there is no occaſion for _ 
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hat which was a great Prodigy, was 
te alteration of the Mind of the Hus- 
nd and Wite upon the Diſcourſe of 
ir. 4 Aubigny ; they look'd upon them- 
lves with aſtoniſhmear, aſham'd of ha- 
ng been their own Devils, and to find 
thing of Poſſeſſion, but the contraricty 
their Humaurs. 

The Husband was the firſt who re- 
rned from his confuſion to give a thou- 
nd thanks to Mr. & Aubigay, tor having 
yen them the true knowledge of their 
Sfortune. But, replyed tye Wife, doth 


ppy! And have we not as much need 
a remedy againſt the torment of Mar- 
2, as we ſuppoſed we had againſt that 
the Devils? 
When I obſerved Mr. 4 Aubigny juſt 
ady to fay ſomething pleaſant upon a 
bject that was ſufficiently ſo; I had a 
nd to preſerve to him the merit of a 
wity, which was not ordinary with 
n. Whereupon I immediately took 
the Diſcourſe. 
Of all the Remedies one can ſeek againſt 
rubleſome . Marriage, I know none, ſaid 
Wo them, more ſure, mor more wiſely 
iſed, than that of believing ones ſelf 
hs a 
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s knowledge make us ere the leſs un- 
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more happy than others; and to remyy, 
this Error, in caſe one is miitakey iy | 
wou will like an Engliſh Proverb, by 
than all the Reaſons F can alledge t5 1 
&« He that lives in this World without by 
« deceived, is an unhappy Man. To ſee, Sy 
how far the plerſure of Deceit goes, the mi 
eſt of your Enemies makes himſelf agreed} 
wc he impoſes upon ye ; and the bef 
your Friends ſeldom undeceive ye, but you 
offended at it. 

Monſieur d Aubieny, weary of his gn 
vity, was now minded to end the C 
ference ; and atter the uſual civilitics 
parting, every one returned to his hom 
extreamly well ſatisfied. 

Mr. a” Aubizny had afterwards a vl 
particular Conference with the Womit 
and in ſpite of the Rules of Marriy 
ſhe told him all that happen'd dur 
their imaginary Poſleſſion. 


A Letter. 117 


A 
EL 1 I ER 
To Monſieur I OLONNE. 
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By the ſame Hand, 


TT 


\ $ ſoon as I heard of your diſgrace, ] 
2ave my ſelf the honour of write- 
to you,in order to teſtify my great con- 
nfor you; and I write to you ar pre- 
It tolet you know that you ought at 
t to avoid ſo troubleſome aCompanion 
Melancholy 1s, at a time whenir 15 not 
your power to reliſh any joy. 
It \uch valuable commodities, as Men 
good Senſe arc to be had 1n the place 
re you are, their Converſation may in 
12 manner repair the loſs of the Cor- 
pondences you have quitted. And if 
uhnd none there, Books and good clicar 
2) be a great aſſiltance to you, and give 
ordinary conſolation. 
Lipeak to you like a Maſter that deſigns 
I 3 ro 


— 
, -— — <_— Fo, Ent ron __ 


118 A Letter. 


to preſcribe Leſſons : not that I pref 


much upon the force of my Reaſonin 


but I fancy I have ſome right to afſyr 
an Authority over perſons that are Unh 
tunate, by the long experience I haveh 
of Misfortunes and unhappy Revolutig 
Amongſt the Books youu are to chy 
for your entertainment in the Count 
apply your ſelf principaliy to thoſe th 
{ſtrike in with your humour by their 
greements, rather than thoſe that prete 
to fortify your Mind by Arguments x 
Reaſons. The laſt engage with your) 
temper, which 1s always done att 
expence of the perſon, in whom t 
troubleſome Scene 1s Aﬀted; The þ 
makes 1t to be forgotten, and it is no hi 
matter to make a ſentiment of Joy 
ced to an obliterated Grief. 
Syſtems of Morality are only propert 
ſet the Conſcience in good order, andn 
trieve it from confuſion; and I have lz 
ſeveral grave and compoſed Men come! 
of its School, who wete nat over-itock 
with the Rules of a prudent behaviour. 
Your true Men of Senſe need not hut 
Books to read theſe Leſſons, but only! 
make Leſſons for themſelves; 


as they know what's good by the ng 
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- exacneſs of their Taſte, fo they are 
poſed to It by their own voluntary 
tion. Not but that there are cer- 
1 occaſions, wherein ſuch aſliſtances 
, not to be rejected ; but where it is 
Man's fortune to have need of its aid, 
- may cally deliver himſelf from theſe 
rplexities. It you were reduced to the 
ceſfity of having your Veins opened, 
would permit you to read Sexeca, and 
\ imitate him : Yet would I chooſe ra- 
er to fall into the carelcſ{sneſs of Pe- 
onins, than to ſtudy for a conſtancy 
hich 1s not obtain'd without a great 
al of difficulty. 

It you were of a humour to devote your 
if for your Count:y ; I would adviſe 
u to read nothing elſe but the lives of 
ole Romans , who courted a glorious 
cath tor the good of their Nation : Bur 
n{dering your preſent Circumſtances, I 

nk you lie under an Obligation to live 
Ir your ſelf, and to ſpend the remainder 
{ your life as agreeably as you can. 

Now things being 1n this ſcituation, 
ave off all itudy of Wiſdom, which 
0th not contribute ro the leffening of 
our troubles, or to the regaining of your 
kalures. You will ſeek for Conſtancy 
14 7; 
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1n Sexeca, and you will find nothing j 
him but ſeverity. Plutarch will be lef 
troubleſome, however he will make jqy 
grave and ſerious, rather than ſedate 

Montagne will inſtruct you better jr 
what relates to Man, than any other, þ 
after all, this rational Tool, this Man wit 
all his mighty ſtock of knowledge,which; 
uſefull indeed in good Fortune totez 
him moderation, has nothing but {ad an! 
afflicting Thoughts, which ſerve to dei 
him 1n the bad. 

Let not the unhappy then ſeek in Book 
to be diſturbed at Our Miſeries, but 
rejoyce at Our follies. For this rea 
you will prefer the Reading of Lia 
Petronins, and Don Quixot, before thit 
of Seneca, Plutarch, and Montagne. Bu 
I recommend to you Do? Qr:xot aboi 
all. What preſſure foe're of afMittin 
you have, the fineneſs of his ridicut 
will in{cnſ{ibly condu& you to the talt 
of Joy. 

You will tel! me perhaps, that I all 
- not of ſo pleaſant and eafie a humour !1 
my own Misfortunes, as I appear to * 
in yours ; and that it 1s indecent {or ! 
Man to afford all his concern to his 0% 
unhappineſs, when at the ſame time | 


preleryt 
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reſerves an indifference, nay, and even 
payety for the misfortune of his Friends. 
{hould agree with you 1n that reſpe&, 
{ [behaved my ſelf ſo: But I can af- 
m to you with reality, that T am not 
5 concerned at your Exile than your 
'f - and the joy which TI adviſe you to, 
$in order to have a ſhare of it my ſelf, 
hen I ſhall ſee you capable of receiving 
ny, 

y for what relates to my Misfor- 
unes, if 1 have formerly appeared to 
'0u more afflicted under them, than I 
&m to you at preſent, it is not that I 
yas {o1n effect. I was of opinion that 
ſgraces exacted from us the decorum 
ta Melancholy Air; and that this ap- 
arent Mortification was a reſpett we 
we to the will of Superiors,, who fſel- 
lom think fit to puniſh us without a de- 
gn to afflict us. But then you are to 
now, that under this ſad out-fide and 
lortified Countenance, I gave my 
it all the fatisfaftion I could find in my 
1; and all the Pleaſure I could take in the 
orrefpondence of my Friends. 

After having found the vanity of that 


z'ave temper we learn from Morality, 


ſhould be ridiculous my {elf, if I con- 
tinued 
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tinued fo ſerious a diſcourſe : upon thi 
ſcore I ſhall quit the Subject, and giy 
youſome Counſels that ſhall be leſs troy, 
bleſome, than Inſtructions. 

Adapt, as much as poſſibly you 

our Palate and Appetite to your Health; 

tis a great ſecret to be able to reconci} 
the agreeable and the neceſſary | 
two things, which have been almo| 
always repugnant and oppolite. 

Yet after all, to arrive to this rex 
ſecret, or miſtery, we want nothing bu 
Sobriety and Judgment ; and what ought 
not a ſenfible man to do, that he my 
learn to chuſe thoſe delicious Diſks 
at his Meals, which will keep both hi 
Mind and Body in a good difpofitia 
all che remainder of the Day ? 

A man may be Sober without bein 
Delicate; but he can never be Delicat 
without being Sober. Happy 1s the Per 
ſon that enjoys both theſe qualities tt 
gether ! He doth not ſeparate his Di 
from his Pleaſure. 

Spare no coſt to obtain the Wines 
Champagne, were you 200 Leagues ir0l 
Paris. Thoſe of Burgundy have lolt 3 
their credit with Men of good taſte, a1. 


ſcarce do they preſerve a {mall remain, 
TR 


A Letter. 123 


of their old Reputation with the Mer- 
chants. 

There 15 no Province that affords ex- 

lent Wines for all Seaſons, but Cham 
parre. Tt furniſhes us with the Wine of 
(1, Avenet, Dowille till Spring ; Teſſy, Selle- 
77 for the reſt of the Year. 
' If you demand of me which of all theſe 
Wines I prefer,without falling into the ſe- 
eral taſtes, which are introduced Þy thoſe 
who have a falſe ſenſe of delicacy ; I will 
firm to you that the good Wine of Ay 
5 the moſt natural of all Wines, the 
oſt wholſome, the moſt extracted from 
| Terrene ſmell, and of the moſt ex- 
uſite agreeableneſs, in regard of its 
be-raffe which is peculiar to it, and 
$11 my opinion, the chief of all taſtes. 

L.X, C. V- FE. I.and H. VIII. had each 
ff them their ſeveral Houſes in Ay, in 
rder to the more curious making of their 
Wines. Amongſt the greateſt afairs of the 
Vorld, which thoſe Princes were con- 
rned to diſentangle, it was not the leaſt 
their cares to have ſome of the Wine 

Ay. 

Expreſs but little curioſity for extraordi- 
ay diſhes,and ſhow much choice in what 
ay be obtained with convenience. Agood 

whollome 
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wholſome, natural Pottage , which 
is neither too high nor too litth 
ſeaſoned, nor too much Jelly is to he 
preferred for common ule before all q. 
thers, as well for the exaQtneſs of it; 
taſte, as for the advantage of its uſe. 

Mutton tender and juicy, good ſuck. 
ing Veal, white and curious ; your Barn. 
door Fowls, your fat Quail taken inthe 
Country, your Pheaſant, Partridge, and 
Rabber, all which have an agreeable $ 
vour in their taſte, are the true Meat; 
which are able to furniſh your Table al 
the different Seaſons of the Year. Your 
Wood-Her particularly, 1s eſtimable for it 
excellency, but is not to be ſought afty 
where you are, or where 1 am, becauſe d 
its great rarity. 


If an indiſpenſible neceſſity oblige 
you to dine with ſome of yourNeighbou: 
who ſhall have excuſed themſelves from 
the Arrier-baz either by their Money, 0 
their addreſs,you may commend the Hare, 
the Stag,, the Roe-Buck, the Wild-boa;, 
but eat none of them: Let Dogs 
and nets partake of the ſame prails 
Of all Black-Meats, the Snipe los 


is to be commended, in Favour 0 
it 
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« taſte, though it 15 ſomewhat prejudicial 
3 Health. 

Let all mixtures and Kitchin-compo- 
1005, Called Ragoo's, or Out-works, paſs 
yith you for a ſort of Poiſon. If you 
at but a little of them, they will do you 
ut a little harm; If you eat a preat 
al, it's impoſſible but their Pepper, 
heir Vinegar, and their Onions mult 
Luine your taſte at laſt, and ſoon cauſe 
n alteration in your Health, 


Your Sauces, if you make them as 
imple and plain as 15 poſſible, can do 
lo great harm. 

Salt and Orange are the moſt Gene- 
al and moſt natural Seaſonings. 

Fine Herbs are wholſomer, and have 
omething in them more exquiſite than 
ices; but they are not equally pro- 
er in all things. One muſt employ them 
yith Judgment in Meats where they 
re moſt agreeable ; an diſtribute them 
yith ſo much diſcretion, that they may 
mprove the proper taſte of the Meat, 
ythout making their own diſcerned. 

After having Diſcourſed to you of 
ne Quality of Wines, and the condi- 
on of Meats, 'tis neceſſary to come to 

tg 
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the moſt proper counſel for the apy, 
ment of Taſte and Health. 

Let Nature incite you to drink ar, 
eat by a ſecret diſpoſition, which is light 
ly perceived, and doth not preſs you x 
it through neceſſity, 

Where there 15 no Appitite, the mg} 
wholeſome nouriſhment 1s capable 
hurting us, and the molt agreeabl: g 
diſguſting us. 


Where there 1s hunger, the neceſſity 
eating 1s an Evil which cauſes anothera{ 
ter the Meal 1s over, by having forced: 
man toan excels of Eating. 

TheAppetite prepares,if I may ſo ſpe 


an exercye for our heat in the digeſtion! 
Whereas Greedineſs prepares Labour ant 
Pains for it. The way to keep us alwaysin 
an agrecable diſpoſition, is to ſuffer nt 
ther too much emptineſs, nor too mud 
repletion ; to the end that Nature ma 
never have wherewithal to fall it ſelf gre 
dily with what 1t wants, nor to ealc i 
ſelt with eagerneſs of its oppreſſion. 
Behold all the Counſzls that my expe 
rience has been able to turaiſh me wil. 
in relation to reading and good chear; ! 
will not end without giving you a woil 
or two concerning Love, 
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if you have a Miſtreſs at Paris, for- 
+ her as ſoon as poſſibly you can ; for 
c will not fail to change, and it is good 
prevent the unfaithful. 

A Perſon aimable at Court will be 
yd there, and where ſhe is Loved, ſhe 
wes to the end. 

They who preſerve a Paſſion for 
rſons that are abſent, raiſe but 
tle in thoſe who ſee them ; and the 
ntinuance of their Loves for the 
ſent is leſs an Honour to their Con- 
ncy, than a Scandal to their Beauty. 
Thus, Sir, whether your Miſtreſs lov's 
other, or whether ſhe Loves you ſtill, 
od Senſe ought to make you leave 
ras deceitful, or contemned. 
Nevertheleſs, in caſe you live to fee an 
dof your diſgrace, you ought not to put 
end toyourLove; ſo ſhort an abſence ex- 
es paſſions, whereas a long one deſtroys 
m. 

What way ſoever your mind turns,give 
ta new weight to it by the ponderouſ- 


t too much heavineſs along with it. 


ls of too ſerious things. Diſgrace carries 


Do in your Exile, what Perroni did 
tis Death. Amove res ſerias, quibus 
vitas, & conſtantie gloria peti ſolet. "7 
g 


DIE 


128 A Letter. 


bi, ut li, Levia Carmina, & fuj, 
verſus. | 

There are ſome whoſe Misfortuns 
have rendered them devout by a 
tain compaſſhon,and a ſecret pitty, whic, 
a man 1s apt toentertain for himſelf, prope 
enough to diſpoleMen to a moreReligiy 
Life. Never did my diſgraces give methi 
ſort of compaſſion. _ 

Nature has not made me Senſible 
nough of my own Misfortunes. Ti: 
loſs of my Friends might be able 1 
excite 1n me thoſe tender ſorrows, an 
thoſe nice affiictions, out of whic 
the Sentiments of Devotions are forme 
in proceſs of time. 

L will never adviſe any one to rel 
that devotion, which is formed out ( 
compaſſion, nor that which gives us 1 
aſſurance. 

Boch the one and *rother agreeal! 
touch the Soul, and confirm the Mu 
in a {ſweet Repoſe ; but all men, a 
particularly the unhappy, ought tod 
tend themſelves with care from al 
perſtitious Devotion, leaſt it ſho 
mingle its blackneſs with that of 14 
Mistortune. 1 
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Of the PLEASURE that 


OME 


Take in their 


By Mr. BROWN. 


<— 


perſons of. the Fair Sex, as to 
ic a pleaſure in their own *Beauty. 
 (WF':7 pleaſe themſelves as much as *tis 
1 (Wiible for others to pleaſe them, and 
ou the firſt that diſcover their own 
charms, and fall in Love with them. 
But the motions of this ſeif-love are 
weet and ſo pleaſing, That they are 


() 


BEAUTY 


om 


'HERE 1s nothing ſo natural to 


{carce 
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{carce ſenſible; for ſelf-love only fatter 
but Love of anocher nature, when | 
COMES to viſit us, makes us feel it with 
Vengeance. 

Flis firtt fort of Love 1s congenialty 
all Women, it is naturally formed 1n then 
ana has themſcives only for its Objc& 
The {cond comes trom without, and: 
either caulied by a ſecret {ympgthy, orh 
the violence of an amorous impreſſion, 

'The one 1s a Good that only occaſion 
Pleaſure, but yer it 15 always a Goo 
and laits as long as their Beauty dog 
'The other 15 capable of touching the: 
more tenſ{tbly, but is more ſubjett t 
change and alteration. 

To this advantage of duration, whit 
the plealure titat the Ladies take in the 
Beauty, has above the influence ot an 
mour, we may add the tollowing 0 
viz, That a Beautiful Woman 1s md 
concerned to preſerve her Beauty tit 
her Lover ; and ſhews leſs tendernels\ 
a Heart already vanquiſh'd, than | 
expreſſes vanity and oftentation, 10% 
tending her Conquelts. Not but that 
may very well be allowed to be {cul 
for her Gallant ; but in all probavill 
ſhe will ſoonrr reſolve to lutfer the | 
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' 
hat cauſes her to be beloved. 

There is @ Certain ſort of a pleaſure, 
jo” "ris in a manner impoſlible truly to 
ſcribe 1t, which we feel in deploring 
ie death of one we love. 

Our Love ſupplies the place of a Lo- 
rin the Reign of gricf; and thence 
oceeds that affection to this mourning 
hich has its Charms. 


iſe, Thyrfis, ceaſe, by ars ill tim'd relief, 
rob me of my beit Companion, Grief. 
rrow to me all lovely does appear, 


[ls the place of what I held ſo dear. 


But "ris not ſo with the loſs of Beauty, 
5 loſs 15 a full conſummation of all 
er Calamities ; 1t cruelly robbs the 
dies of the hopes of ever receiving a- 
pleaſure as long as they live. 

As long as a Woman is in full pofleſſi- 
of her Beauty, no Misfortune can 
all her, which ſhe cannot in ſome 
Walure alleviate. But when once that 
ing has left her, all the other advan- 
es of Fortune will never be able to 
"WF lier any tolerable ſatisfaQtion. Where- 


i ſhe goes, the remembrance of what 
K 2 ihe 


| 


f what ſhe loves, than lofe and ruine 
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ſhe has loſt, or the confideration of why 
ſhe 1s at preſent, will give her a thy 
fand unealineſfles. . 

In ſuch a caſe, her beſt remedy will þ 
ro employ all her diſcretion ro make he 
{elfcaſie under that unfortunateConditia 
Bur alals! what an unpalatable remej 
1s it for a Woman, who has once been x 

_ dored, to abandon fo dear a wanity, an 
come back to her Reaſon. Tis a newanl 
mortitying experiment this, - after a 
ſon has beea uſed to entertain her { 
with ſuch agreeable Thoughts. 

The laſt Tears that beautiful Eyes n 
ferve, are ſpent in bewailing themſzelvg 
after they are effaced out of all Hear 
The only perſon that {till laments a k 
Beauty, is the miſerable Poſleſfor. 

One of our beſt Poets, endeavouringt 
comfort a great Queen for the loſs oft 
Royal Spouſe, would make her aſhani 
of the extravagance of her AﬀeCtion,! 
citing to her the Example of a certa 
Princeſs in deſpair, who ſo wholly abit 
don'd her {ſelf to this weakneſs, that || 
reproached the Stars, and accuſed the Gt 
tor the loſs of her- Husband. 
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Boldly ſhe charges every Power above. 

(So much her Reaſon's governa by her 
Love.) | 

With all that fruitful anger can in prre, 

When Grief inaulg'd, renews the glowing 

Fire. 


But finding that the horrour of Impiety 
as not {ſtrong enough to wake any im- 
eſon on a mind ſo diſordered by grief; 
r his laſt and concluding, Realon, he re- 
ſents to her that it was her Intereſt to 
{edate, as 1t he had no better a remedy 
ainlt this exceſs, but to put herin mind 
the great 10jury it did her Beauty. 


Thoſe charming Lechs the rudeſ}> Hands 
would ſpare, 

And yet they ſuſſer by your own deſpair. 

Alaſs! what Crimes have tioſe fair 
Treſſes done ? 

Ihink what a train of Congqueſts they have 
wor, 

Is grief ſo cruel, or your rage ſo blind, 

lhat to your ſelf you muſt be thus wn- 


kind ? 


He excuſed the Ladies for paying ſome 
' K 3 . Tribute 
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Tribute to their Sorrow, but he neyer 
pardons them the Sin oft making then. 
ſelves leſs amiable. This is a Tranſpreſ: 
ſion that he imagins will eaſily create xz 
horror in them, without urging any far. 
ther Conſiderations. 

it had been mere 1mpertinence to en. 
deavour to reduce them by reaſon ; hy 
to ſet before their Eyes the intereſt 
their Beauty, was the ſtrongeſt Argument 
he could think of to oppoſe to the 6< 
ftinacy of their Grief, and he knew ng 
thing beyond that, which was capable 
reform this extravagance. 

That we may fully know how fartk 
Ladies are devoted to their Beauty, k 
us conſider the moſt retired and folitan 
amongſt them. There are ſome in th 
ſtation who have renounced all Pleaſures 
who are weaned from the Intereſts ofth 
World; who endeavour to pleaſe not 
dy, and whom no body pleaſes. But : 
midft all this coldneſs and indifferent 
for every thing elſe, they ſecretly fit 
ter themſelves, to {ce they are itil} agrt 
able enough. : 

There are others that abandor ti! 
ſelves to ſorts of auſterities ; yet 
they accidentally happen to fee _ 

| ea elvt 


take in their Beauty. 135 


Ives in a Glaſs, you ſhall hear them 
gh, to behold ſo Mcelancholly an al- 
eration. They do every tlung that helps 
0 disfigure their Faces with all ima- 
pinable Preadineſs, but can't endure the 
johe of them when they are once Ui{- 
oured, 

Nature that can conſent to deſtroy her- 
lf out of Love to God,ſecretly oppoles i it 
ef to the leaſt change of Beaury, out of a 
rinciple of ſelf-love that never dics 
1th us. 

Let a Fair Perſon retire into what 
lace ſhe pleaſes, let her condition be 
hat it will, yet her Charms and Fea- 
res are ſtill dear to her. They will 
e dear to her even in the time of ſick- 
els, and if her ſickneſs goes as far as 
); th, the laſt ſigh that paſſes from her 
more for the loſs of her Beauty, 
an for that of her Life. 
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Monſieur the Count de B, R. 


| By the ſame Hand. 


_— 
ee er 


OU ask me what I have beend 

ing 1n the Country, and ſince t! 
place cou'd not furniſh me with agre 
able Converſations, whether I did nl 
take great Pleaſure to entertain my { 
in Contemplation. I will tell you tha 
without affectation, that I endeavour 
divert my ſeit as much as poſſible, whe 
I am. Every Country has its Raritit 
which we learn. not without ſatisfad 
on ; and the moſt Savage places have tiWeare 
Pleaſures, it we are in a Capacity | 
EE... al 
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[t cannot otherwiſe happen, but that 
ery thing mult diſpleale me, when- 
zr 1 begin, I employ my elf in Medi- 
tion ; for to ſpeak ſoberly upon the 
tter, we never fail to be tireſoine to 
r ſelyes, in too long and too ſerious a 
mmerce with our own Thoughts, 
Solitude has this peculiar to irs ſelf, 
at it imprints upon us I don't know 
hat fort of a Mournful Air, barely 
th thinking upon the wretchednels of 
jr State. Oh ſtrange condition of Man ! 
he intends to live happy, he muſt 
ke but few refleCtions upon life ; nay 
muſt often depart as it were, from 
mſelf, and amidit the Pleaſures which 
terrour Obje&ts furniſh him with, 
1 from the knowledge of his own 
tleries. 

Divertiſements have their name for the 
erlion they give us from tireſome 
jects,to thoſe that arePleafſant and agree- 
k&, Which ſufficiently ſhows how di- 
ult a matter it 1s to overcome the 
6&ſhips of our Condition by any force 
Mind; but that a man may turn 
M any from him by dexterity and 
wreſs, 


In 
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In effect, chuſe the firmeſt Soul 1; 
on Earth ; can ſhe digeſt without regr 
the knowledge of what we are, andg 
what we ſhall one day be? As forr 
part, I believe it is almoſt impoſſih} 
but tho' by a long habitude and foi 
reaſoning, we may arrive to ſuch a p; 
as to look indifferently upon all tr 
bleſome objects whatever ; yet they yi 
at leaſt give us an auſtere humour, f 
from any Sentiments of Pleaſure, n: 
from the very Idea of joy. 

"Tis the diſtinguiſhing Charadter 
God alone, that he can view himſelf, an 
there find perfect Felicity and Repoſe, 
can ſcarce caſt our Eyes upon our ſel 
but we there diſcover a thouſand & 
feats, which obliges us to ſeek elſewh 
that which 15 wanting in us. 

| Glory, Reputation, and Fortune, 

a mighty relief againſt the rigours| 

Nature, and the miſeries of Life. T 

we had Wiſdom given us for no oi 

end, but only to regulate theſe Goods, a 

to direct our condutt ; but let our lt 
be never ſo great, we ſhall find it (ta in 
us in ſmall {tead, when we are alariMerc 
with the pains and approach; ie o 
Death. 
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1 know there are leveral perſons who 
epare themſelves againſt it by folid 
dicious reflections, 'and by deſigns well 
acertgd : But it generally ſo happens, 
at the extremity of pain daſhes all 
eſe fine reſolutions to pieces; that a 
avour throws them into a delzrinum, or 
at by doing every thing out of Seaſon, 
ey are ſtrangely fond of Life, when 
ey ought to take up a Reſolution of 
ting It 


ele empty Pretenders, ſo vain and high 
thing, 

but Preach up a Conſlancy without Re- 
lenting, 

ſemble the Fop, who as he lay dying, 
29s bis Maker to give him three Tears 
to Repent in. * 


All the circumſtances of Death re- 
rd only thoſe . that remain behind, 
he Weakneſs, the Reſolution, the 
cars, the Indifterence, all is equal at 
e lalt moment ; and 'tis very ridiculous 
Imagine that this ought to be con- 
red as a great matter by thoſe, who 
© going to be nothing themſelves. 


There 
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There 15 nothing that can effeRyy, 
ly conquer the horrour of this diff 
tion, but a firm perſwaſion of ang 
Life ; we muſt put on a Spirity of 
fidence,and place our ſelves in ſuck a {cn 
ation, as to hope every thing, and fs 
nothing. | 

In truth, *tis impoſſible not to mi 
ſome reflections upon a thing fo Nx 
ral ; nay, a man muſt be guilty 
{trange efferninacy not to dare to thi 
of it. 

We may ſay the ſame thing of (i 
neſs, and indeed of all ſorts of grid 
"tis a Chimera for Man to wiſh todi 
engage himſelf abſolutely from them. 
may add, they are ſometimes lawii 
and I think they. may be reaſonably uk 
on certain occaſions. 

An indifference 1s perfeQtly ſcand 
lous in ſome fort of Misfortunes. 
tenderneſs is juſtly paid to the Calaml 
ties of a faithful Friend ; but then » 
are to obſerve, that as greit ought! 
be rare, ſo it ought to be ſoon laid 
ſlide. 

After having obſerved the great 
part of People that hunt after their pi 


{ures, I have found four ſorts of ti! 
20 


A Letter. " IA4n 
11 am apt to perſwade my elf, that 
know all their Sentiments exaGtly : 
hey are the ſenſnal, the haſty or 
oleric, the voluptuous, and the de- 
te. 
The ſenſual apply themſelves more 
ſly to that which 1s moſt Natural ; 
| like other Animals, follow their own 
ple Appetites. 
That which touches the Voluptuous, 
kes an impreſſion upon the Senſes, 
ich reaches as far as the Soul. I 
n'r mean that intelligent Soul, from 
ence proceeds the light of. Reaſon, 
2 Soul more mixt, and intereffed in 
> Body ; which the paſſions cauſe to 
Puſh, and which may be tickled with 
manner of Pleaſures. 
ihe Choleric have a more lively 
le, and a more violent Soul ; ſen- 
e of impreſſions, and full of Heat in 
their Movements. 
lhe Mind has a greater ſhare in 
taſte of the Delicates, than in that, 
others. To theſe do we owe our 
entions and refinements in Luxury :: 
out them Gallantry had been un- 
Wn; Muſick harſh and rude, and our 
ng mean ang ill ordered. To theſe 
are 
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are we indebtec for the eruditus ly, 
of Petronias,and all the exquiſite diſcover; 
the politeneſs of ourAge has made. By; 
mult be confeſt, thar if theſe Perſyy 
are ingenious in preparing Pleaſuresf 
other Men, they are troitful in diſoy 
tor themſelves, and having too great y 
Idea of the perfection of things, are oz 
difficult to be pleaſed. 

I have made ſome obſervations ty 
upon the objects that pleaſe us; a 
methinks I have remark'd very par 
cular differences in them. 

There -are a ſlight fort of impreſſio 
that if yau'l pardon the expreffion, or 
ly glance upon thc Soul, and emply 
it for the time upon agreable thing 
where 1t 15 fixed. with complaceng 
without the leaſt invention of care t 
diſturb it. This we call agrecablencl 
and 1t 15 conformable enough to tit 
humour of the moſt Virtuous Perſo 
who mingle this fort of Pleaſure wit 
their molt ſerious Occupations. 

I have obſerved another, which tl 
Ancients called Mollities, a ſoft vol 
ruous, impreſſion, rhat Rflatters and tid 
les the Senles, and diffuſes ir ſelf deli 


oully all cver the Soul. From heoey 
ri 


Ie 1 
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\« 2 Certain Lazineſs that inſenſibly 
x the Mind of its vivacity and vt- 
ur; infomuch that being once Charm'd 
th it, 'tis a difficult matter to ſhake 
fo ſweet a Lethargy. 
Offenſive diſagreeable Subjects are fel 
ter a Manner quite oppolite to this. 
hey do violence to the Senles ; the 
ul is wounded by them, and this pro- 
eds fo far as to pive a diſturbance 
d inquietude to the Mind. 
But the higheſt degree of merit in Ob- 
as, is that which 1s touching ; which 
netrates even to the bottom of the 
cart, which raiſes the fineſt Tmages in 
r Minds, and moves us after the moſt 
nder manner imaginable. 
It is hard to ſpeak of it well, and 
ere 15 no expreſſion but comes infi- 
tely ſhort of what thoſe perſons en- 
j that are affected by it. Theſe tranf- 
ts and deliquiums proceed from the 
ant of proportion between the Objects 
d the Soul that receives the impre{ſion 
tiem, Whether it 1s, becauſe not being 
le to contain our {elves, we are as it 
cre, carried out of our {clves by a ſort of 
viſhment, or that overwhelmed with 


cls of pleaſure, we faint away under 
& weight of it. I 
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I ſhould never have done, if ] y, 
minded to purſue all the differences 
are to be fouhd in ſo copious a Suhje 
The beſt way is to chuſe what we þ 
moſt conformable to our taſte, to our 
clination, or to our Genius. 

Let gay Perſons ſearch after diyey 
on and joy ; let the indifferent cone 
themſelves with what is agreeable; 
the Delicate refine upon the moſt q 
rious things ; let paſtionate Souls ſuk 
themſelves to be touched with tend 
Objects,provided that Reaſon baniſhes 
diſorder, and corrects the excels of they 

This 1s all I had to fay to you, y 
on the Article of Pleaſure. It now n 
mains, that I ſay ſomething of a Mr 
which 1s reſtored to it ſelf, and enjj 
a pertect degree of tranquillity. 

We are not always poſleſſed by 
Paſſions ; and it is to be feared,that inlta 
of tafting true liberty,a lazy,unaciveX 
of Repoſe, may throw us into a' (tate 
weartſo:nneſs. However that time will 
a Man renders tedious to himlſelf | 
his ſullen Humour, is no leſs placed 
his account, than the {ſweeteſt pail 
Life ; and thoſe Melancholy hours, ' 


deſire to paſs away with ſo much? 
CLp1tall 
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'pitation, do full as much contribute to 
| up che meaſure ot our days, as thoſe 
hat eſcape us with regret. 

| am nor of their Opinion, who ſpend 
heir time 1n complaining of their con- 
tion, inftead of thinking how to relieve 
d [weeten It; | 


wuppy knowleage, ſource of all our Woes, 
eftrutive of our Pleaſure and Repoſe ; = 
Vin, when ſome dire miſchance has been ſuſ* 
tain d, 5 

hould the nngrateful Image be retain'd ? 

uſt we to Grief this laviſh homage pay, 
s gh our beſt, our deareſt Hours away ? 

Ir to improve the preſſures of our doom, 
uſt we bewail the paſt, and fear the Ills 


to come ? 


| freely leave theſe Gentlemen to their 
urmurs, and take what care I can to 
xtract ſome comfort from thoſe very 
nings they complain of: T endeavour to 
atertain my ſelf with an agreeable re- 
nembrance of what 1s paſt ; and furniſh 
ny {elf with pleaſant Ideas of what is to 
me. It I am obliged to regret any thing, 
ly regrets are rather ſentiments of ten- 
kernels than of grief, 
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| | Tf in order to avoid any Evil, we my; 
181 of neceffity foreſee it, my fore-tight ne. 
ver goes ſo far as Fear. Tis my aim, thy 
the knowledge of feelinz nothing thy 
troubles me, and the conflideration to {> 
my {elf free and Maſter of my felf, ſhou! 
g1ve mc ine ſpiritugl pleaſure of good þ. 
picurns, I mean that agreeable 1indolency 
which 1s not, as the vulgar imagine, ; 
{tare without grief, and without pleaſure; 
but the ſentiments of a pure and delicat 
joy, which proceeds from a repoſe q 
Conſcience, and a ſerenity of Mind, 
After all, whatſoever {weetneſs we hn 

in our ſelves, let us take care to keep it 
there as long as we can. *Tis an cafie lex 
from thele ſecret joys t5 inward rich 
and there 1s no leſs good Husbandry r 
quired in the Enjoyment of our own pit 
WH per goods, than in the uſe of thoſe ti 
199) arc external. Who does not know ti 
{ the Soul is tired ro be always in the fan 
poſture, and that at long run, it wol 

loſe all its vigour, if it were not awake! 


_ TY % — -6hÞ>.. gti, <p. 


Pt | by the Paſſions ? 

76 In ſhort, a man muſt make but ve! 
"hl tew reflections upon life, if he deſigns | 
\'TY paſs it happily ; nay, he ought to Þ 
io 2 quite difterent Conduct. Hs: oy 
1 of 
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fren ſteal as it were from himſelf, and 
\mon2[t the pleaſures thas other Objeas Þ 
nive him, forget the knowledge of his ll! 
own Mistoreunes, 


tit. _ Y 


A 


Letter fo Monfreur | > hu: 


0 U left me yeiterday in a Con- 
| verſation that inſenſibly became a 
uitous diſpute. There was every thing 
aid that can be alledged pro or coz, either 
or the diſgrace or advantage of Learning. 
It is not neceſlary to acquaint you with 
he parties;y ou need only know they were 
oth of them ?xtereſted very much to main- 
anther own cauſe. B.having little obliga- 
0n toNature for hisGenius;and NV. might 
ay, without being ungrateful,that he ow'd 
us Talent neither ro Arts nor Sciences. un 
The occaſion of the diſpute was this. uy 
Dome bady happen'd to commend the 


<at variety of Madam G—'s knowledge: W! 
V bicn VV, all on the fudcden roſe from his ki 
bair, and tzeking off his Hat with a 1 [. 
ornful Air. _ Gentlemen, lays he, zf WW 

I. 2 * Madan "| 
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Madam G. had know: 


' Ng more than the cuſtom; 
_ from 24 of her own Country, ſhe 
fottows, tn. tre ad d el l 
famous Cinithina 1ad CONLINUC CNere itil 
15 ere mc 411,90, To learn our Languaz 
as all ite i;orld and Cuftomes; to put het 
inows, w:s 4i70- ſelf 1n a condition of 
ay Nj LFCUT TAR. making a Figure clglt 


vos IgE : FEET 
ig, #14 ab-1ce-. Jays in France, ſhe ba 
ted tic Crown 9 


* T am aſi 0 c- 


SD [oſt ali that ſhe had, Se 

what good 15 Come of her 

Knowledge and inc Learning, which you 
boalt of ſo much. 

B. ſceing luch an injury done to Me 

dam G. whom he eſteemed {o highly; 


and to learning in general which he hs 
ſo great a value for, loſt all manner 0 
confider ation: and beginning his difcourl 
with an Oath. Oc muſs by very mij 
an{wers he, to impute to Madam G. fi 
a Crime the ail: ej attion of her life. dsf0 
your aver I oa to the Sciences, I deat at 6 
OMA! at it : this is not the fir ft 119! þ 
s hove made merry with them. If a 
end the moſt comm. Hiſtories, | 208 7: 
FE: 
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ms, than for his Conqueſls. Did not Dio- 
lian quit the Empire, and Sylla the Dic- 
tortal power * Bat all theſe things are utter- 
unknown to you, and "tis dowa richt maa- 
is to aiſpute with an Tenorant. Tocondude, 
ho1e ca you find me :ny extraordinary Man, 
ho was wot a Man of Letters, and exquiſite 
nowleage r 

He began wirh Monſieur the Prince, 
nd went on as far as Ceſar; from Ce/:r 
o Alexander the Great; and God knows 
ow far the matter had gone, it /V. had 
ot interrupted him with fo much vehe- 
nence, that he was forced to hold Js 
| 0gUe. Os 

In troth, ſays he, you do mighty feats 
ere with your Calars, and Alexanders, 
or my part, I don't know whether they were 
arned or unlearned, it aves not ſienific 4 
«thing : But this I am ſure of, that ever 
nce I knew the World, no Gentlemen were 
Hig'dto tudybut cnly thoſe that were deſiznea 
or the Church; and now for the generality of 
hem, they content themſelves with the Latin 
the Breviary. As for thoſe that are de- 
oned for the Court, or fer the Army, they 
'v fairly and honeftly to an Academy, There 
hey learn to ride the zreat Horſe, to Dazte, 
0 handle their Arms, to play upon the Knte, 
L3- ts 
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to Vanlt. Then comes a little ſpice of the I, 
thematicks, and th:t's all. We have in Fran 
ſ[evera! thouſand Souldiers,and all of them1y 
of honour. By this means, ſuch ana ſuch Gent), 
men could a1me to youit I were minded gy 
zneir Fortune. Latin: I thank myStars ſor, 
ver ſince Iwas born, Latin has veen thought 
daltons for aGentleman.” Iknow tie great qual 

_ ties of Monſieur the Prince,an am bis Hun! 
Servant. But 1 muſt tell you, there was ar 
zain perſon of Quality that knew how to main 
$ain bis Credit in the Provinces, and his I 
tereſt at Court, yet was not able to Ret; 
with the Devil a word of Latin, but onlygui 
French on 14s ſide. 

It happen'd luckily for IV. that Ins AG 
verlary had the Gout; otherwiſe he hat 
revenged the Quarrel of Latiz with ſome 
thing more eftectual, than meer bluſte: 
ng azd big words. SY 

At lal{t th:Contelt was renewed atfrelt, 
The former bcing reſolved to dye a Ma 
tyr for his Opinion, and the other {tl 
maintaining the cauſe of ignorance wil 
great ardour and reſolution. When a Ct 
ritable Father who chanced to be in tis 
Room,tinterpoſed to accommodate the dl 
ference; being raviſhed to meet fo javoul 
able ag opportunity to ſhow his Wit a1 

Learning 
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ezrning. He cough'd thrice very Vietho- 
cally, and then turning himſelf towards 
Door, he thrice {neer'd (as your Men 

fthe World uſe to do) at our pleaſant 
Paoramus. When he thought he had 
ompoſes his Countenance well enough, 
vitis gubernantibus vocem, Ic ſpole atter 
his manner. 

[ muſt tell Jolt, Gentlemen, [ wanst tell Jo, 
hat Learning adas to the Beanty of Nature ; 
ui likewiſe that a natural Urnins gives a 
rate to Learning. A penizs of it ſelf, with 
wut Rule and Art, is like a Torrent that 
ours down irregularly : And Ryonleage with- 
ut « natural Talent, reſembles th:ſe dry and 
urren Fields that are ſo diſagzreeable to the 
ht. Now, Gentlemen, the buſineſs is how t: 
woncile what you have ſo unadviſedly divi- 
2d, to re-eſtabliſh an Union where you have 
made a Divorce. Learning is nothing in the 
World, but a perfeet knowledge, and Art ts 

nothing but a Rule that direfis Nature. And 

mud you, Sir, addrefſing himſelf ro N. be 
wnorant of the things you ſpeak of, aud value 
our ſelf only upon your natural force, which 
1s irregular and far from perfettion ? And 

Jou Mr, B. will you renounce the aatuFil Beau- 

ly of the Mind, to render your ſelf a ſlave to 


IrowleſomePrecets,and borrow'd Knowledge ? 
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Come, come, replies N.very briskly, 
make an end of this Diſcourſe ; T wou'dn. 
ther bear witi his knowledge than with 
the grear Harangue you have made y 
here. Ar leaſt he 1s Laconic, and I unde. 
ſtand you no better than I do him. 

The good Man, who was not of anirr. 
concileable Nature, ſoon ſuffer'd him{l 
to be {weetned ; and to quit {cores with 
N. prefer'd his agreeable ignorance to the 
Magnificent words of the Father. 


CES — Wo_—_ 


A Letres to Madam L. 


— 


JF OW violent ſoever my Friendl(hiy 
is, it has left me force enough t, 
write to you with leſs concern than [v 
{:d todo. And to tell you the truth, Ian 
ſomewhat aſhamed to ſend you Coun 
try ſighs, which have neither the ſweet 
neſs nor delicacy of thoſe you hear. Bu 
et then be what they will, 7 mult of nx 
cellity hazard them ; and endeavour i 
make you remember me at a time wiel 
all the World endeavours to make me i 
torgorten. 
1 don't Gueition but that the interview 
of your Pious Mother, and rhe relt 0 
7 your 
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our godly Family was accompanied 
h abundance of Tears To be ſure 
\ {ch a Mother's Tears, you paid a civil 
4 reſpe&ful return like a well-bred 
ughter. But then you know the World 
10 well to exchange a real tenderneſs for 
e grief of Hyppocrites, whole Virtue is 
xhing elſe but a mere Artifice to deprive 
ou of thoſe Pleaſures, which themlelves 
ret, 

STi enough you ſhow'd your obedi- 
nce once, and Sacrificed your Repoſe to 
complaiſance, which perhaps you did 
ot owe her ; ſhe is unjuſt, if after ſhe has 
xafted ſo ſevere an obedience from you, by 
te pretends to regulate your Inclinations, 43 
nd conſtrains the only thing ſhe has left I! 
your power. Wi 
Ve Love thar which pleaſes us, and not 
tat 5 barely permitted to us; fo that if 
0u muſt demand leave of your Parents, Wis 
tore you are ſuffer'd to Love, fo well if 
mlacquainted with their humour, that I k 


reaſſure you,you'l have but a little occa- lj 
to be accquainted with that Paſſion, | | 
ould you live as long as a Sb/l.. } 
but perhaps this diſcourſe may ſeem ve- Wh 
/ impertinent to you, and confidering bj 
ur preſent circumſtances, I ought rather iÞ 
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to be apprehenſive of thoſe perſons thy 
counſel you to Love, than thoſe that f: 
bid 1t. Perhaps you may follow the adyi, 
I give you, and laugh at the reprimank 
of your Mother. How do I know hy 
that this poor Mother of yours, to why 
T wiſh ſo much miſchief, may be in m 
intereſts ; and that to ſtifle a growin 
Friendſhip in its birth, ſhe does not gin 
you the liberty to Love a Perſon © « 
mote from you. ” 

HithertoT have had all the reaſon int 
World to commend yaur conſtancy an 
reſolution ; but I doubt whether 2 mc 
Idea will be able to diſpute it long apain 
a Face, and memory againſt Converl 
tion. IT have too great a concen 
upon me, to leave the advantage 0 
being preſent with you any longer, t: 
thole Gentlemen that daily belt 
you and within a few days; 
manner of buſineſs ſhall hinder 
from throwing my {elf ar your fet 
While you are expeCing that I ſhout 
come and entertain you with my pafii 
remember how many Thouſand Uiil 
you have {worn to Love me, and only 
as long as you Live. 


A Leeter. Igs 


(ther Letter to the ſame: Perſon. 


OU imagine, Madam, that I hate 
T you, and ſofar you are 1n the right 
't, that if you conſult the reaſon I 
-ve to do ſO, you may well believe that I 
ate you moſt abominably. Bur thea if 
u confider what a mighty power you 
we always had upon me, you conclude 
oitly enough, that 1t 1s not in my pow- 
to hate you; and to my {hame I ac- 
owledge it, that I {til Love and Doat 


zve done Men. 

The difference between your and my 
ay of procedure 15 extraordinary e» 
ugh; you wiſh me 1ll becauſe you have 
Zn obliged by me; on the other hand 
with you all the Proſperity in the 
'orld, in ſpite of the 1ll treatments F 
ve received at your hands. ForGod ſake, 
adam, pardon me the injuries you 
ave done me; forget what I have done for 
Vu, and you will remove all the occaſion 
Vu have to hate me. 

Let us therefore, if you pleaſe, begin 
new ſort of Friendſhip, where neither 


| 


nor 


pon you, after all the cruel injuries you 


proach, nor Juſtification, nor Quarrels, 
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nor Reconcilements, ſhall have any thi 
to fo. The only r1otive of my Friendſhy 
is, bzcauf you ars lovely 1n all reſped;, 
that of yours ought to be the- opiniq 
you now have, or at leaſt, I deſire yout 
have, that I am an honeſt well meanin 
Admirer of yours. 

Excuſe my Vanity. The praQtice and 
cuſtom of the Gaſcons could not give ny 
a leſs ſhare of it,and provide I keep my { 
herewithout making further advances,yo 
& lare ſufficiently even with one anothe; 
but I will by no means promiſe to imitac 
thoſe Peop'e 1n all things, particular| 
where you have any manner of Concera, 


A Letter io Madam O. 
Remember, Miadam, that as I wen 
to 2 Army, I begg'd of you to Lon 


the Count of B. In caſe F ſhould bel 
unfortunate as to meet my Death there 


'1n which particular I have been fo well 


beyed, that you do not hate him at all d 
ring my lite,to lcara(T ſuppoſe)how to lon 
him the better after my Death. Madan 
you have punCtually obeyed my order 


and ſhonld I continue to give jou 
a 


A Letter. 157 
ne Commiſſion, in all appearance you 
auld ſee it carefully executed. 

You may imagine, Madam, that I de- 
n to hide a real grief under a pretended 
Fevance ; and being 1{o well acquainted 
ith my Paſſion, you cannot without dif- 
ulty perſwade your ſelf, that I ſuffer a 
val without jealouſy. But do you not 
ow, Madam, that if I dare not com- 
ain of you for obliging me to Love you 
o much, I dare complain of him,tor your 
wing him not much leſs. And. if you 
uſt of neceſſity make me angry,teach me 
hom I am to be moſt angry with,either 
x perſon who goes to rob me of my Mit- 
(s; or you who ſteal my Friend from 
A 
Let the matter be how 1t will, you need 
tt give your ſelf much trouble to appeaſe 
y indignation, My Paſhon 15 too vio- 
nt, to allow the leaſt Interval to my 
clentments ; and my tenderneſs will al- 
ays make me forget the injuries, I have 
ceived from you. I Love you, tho' you 
e perfidious and faithlels, and only fear 
at a ſincere Lover is non2 of the Fa- 
urites of Heaven, Farewell, let us 
ter I belecech you, into a new un- 
dwn {ort of Confederacy, and by a 


{trange 
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ſtrange Myſtery,let his, let your, ang ; 
Friendſhip be only one and the ſame thy 


A Letter to Madam D. D. 


Thought you had utterly forgots 

but by the moſt ingenious, and {, 
prizing condutQ I ever faw,you treat m; 
if you only now began to know me. Uy 
my integrity 1 never ſaw ſuch a 
Letter in my Life, and at the ſame t 
{o very little obliging as yours. You hy 
found out a way to treat me with {oj 
{o delicate an indifference, that TI can 
complain of you without regret, nor 
mend you without the juſt imputation 
Sottiſhnels. 

Generolity, Gratitude, and Obligati 
are the leatt words 1n all your Letter, 
{cems for my ſake alone, you have bc1 
the expence of learning all the terms! 
are uſed in Complemeats,and have tory 
ten all thoſe thar expreſs the real { 
ments of Amity and Friend{hip. 

I mult frankly own toyou, Mad 
chat you imitate your Mother's itile p 
featly well. At firit ſight, I thougi 
had received foine Mark or ctr | 

acl 
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jſhips good Memory : Beſides this, 
dam, that miſerable Jargon of Cala- 
ies, and Misfortunes, and Deſtinies, 
th which it 1s all along ftuffed, don't 
*& with your humour, but ſeems 
proceed from ſome perſon that labours 
dr ſome very Myſterious diſcompo- 
> indeed. 
As for your ſelf, who as far as I can 
r, never made a falle repreſentation 
zfliction, how came you to pitch 
1n me, a Gods Name, to tell your 
ies,and frighten with a Relation of the 
iſerable Fair one! What am I good 
nothing 1n the World, but to be 
; Confident of your Melancholy 
ughts and ſtudied ſorrows ? 
As it 1s impoſſible for you, Madam, to 
ome {0 indifferent to me; as to my 
Ifind Tam to you, I was askingM. VV. 
er you, who told me that you danced 
tier day from Morning tili Night, and 
it one could not be more agrecably di- 
ed, then you did the whole Company, 
dieu,miſerable Perſon,perplexed with a 
ls ſeries of Misfortunes, full of gratitude 
dacknowledgement to thoſe, who to'- 
7 day take any part in yourMiſeries. A- 
umore tenderly, a thouſand times,than 
ever 
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to diſcourage me ; and that I would ;; 


his malicious imagination ſo much y 


160 A Letter. 
ver you writ civilly to me. I conjurey, 
to believe that you havenot civility engy 


ther chuſe ro be all my Life time the (C, 
fident of your Misfortunes, than to hir 
no manner of Commerce with you at4l 


— -— 
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A Letter to A. N. 


Y OU are upon the point of makic 
a very forry Gallant of a very 
Friend ; and I perceive that what I call 
ſatisfaction, when I was laſt with you 
now become inſenſibly ſome ſort of 
Charm. I don't ſpeak this to Ridict 


you : The very ſame perſon who p 


on the Rack, now diſcovers in you lu 
touching qualities, that they ent 
make him diſguſt your firſt Agr 
meats. - 
You always appeared very amiable 
me ; but I now begin to feel with em 
on, what I was uſed to ſee with pleall 
To ſpeak plainly to you, I am afraid1: 
in love with you, if you will ſuffer me 
love you: For at this preſent writing [: 
in ſuch a condition,that I can let it alt 
if you don't hike it. 


A Letter. IGT 


You mult not expect trom me any fige 
houghts, or any pretty Paſſions. I am 
holly incapable of them, and freely 
-ve them to the Admirers of Madani 
Let theRuels make their profit of them: 
it leaſt, permit Madam de YN. to de- 
ne Love by her own Fancy ; and don't 
nvy thoſe vain, but miſerable Crea- 
ures, who 1in the Ruines of their 
ces, value themſelves upon their Wit 
3t [til] continues with them, at the ex= 
ence of their Beauty, that has deſerted 
em, 

Ferhaps finding me {o Brutal as to 
lpiſe theſe pretty Notions, you ima- 
inc T may make an Atonement for 

lome - other way 3 Pray heark- 
n how 'the caſe ſtands with me. LI 
m indifferent in every thing ; and nei- 
tzr Nature nor Fortune have done any 
ung tor me bur what is common. 

As I ſcarce ſee, without envy, thoſe 
cople that are ſumptuous and magnt- 
cent 1n their expences; ſo 1 cannot 
tout ſome diſpleaſure, behold rhoſe 


at are r0O Much given to their Plea- 


&; and if 7 durſt uſe the expreſſion, 
tare in ſome meaſure the Y's and the 
, becauſe 1 cannot reſemble them. 


M My 
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My attairs go always in the ſameTrack: 
{ never permit my ſelf to uſe any irrepy. 


larity, and 1 ftand in need of a littl: 


Oeconomy to make things even at thc 
Years end, and paſs a Winter's Night, 

Not that IJ am reduced to the laſt 
neceſſity neither. But to explain my 
telf honeſtly, my Expenſe is {mal], and 
my Revenue indifterent. 

Behold now the condition of my Af. 
fairs ; behold rhe circumſtances of my 
Fortune. Tell me now whether wit 
theſe qualities 1 may - preſume to {et up 
for your Lover, or whether I am il 
to continue your Friend ? 

As for my felt, I am reſolved to tak: 
what part you aſſign me ; and, if I pal 
from Friendſhip to Love without dith: 
culty, 1 am able ,with as little violence 
to return from Love to Friendſhip back 


' agall, 
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A Letter to Madan de N. 


1] Am injuſtly accuſed for having 
great a Complaifance for Madan "= 
Mazarin. "There is no Perſon that "fl 
has greater reaſon to complain of, th: 

my felt. | 
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For Six Months together I was ma* 
iciouſlly ſpying out ſomething in her 
which might diſpleaſe me but in ſpite :; 
of all my endeavours, I cou'd diſcover 
nothing there that was not too Lovely, 
and too Charming. 

An ill-natur'd curioſity made me ex- 
mine every Lineament of her Face, with 
2 defign to meet either ſome irregularity 
there to diſgult me, or ſome diſagreements 
to render me leſs her Adorer. But how 
unluckily did I ſucceed in my deſign ? 
Every Feature about her has a partieular 
Beauty, that does not 1n the leaſt yeild to 
that of her Eyes: And her Eyes, by 
the Conſent of all the World, are the 
Fineſt Eyes in the Univerſe. 

Her Teeth, her Lips, her Mouth, and 
al the graces that accompany it, are con- 
founded amongſt the great and different 
Beauties of her Face ; if we compare them 
to thoſe pretty Mouths, that are the 
greateſt Charms about thoſe Perſons 
wiom we moſt admire. "They extin« 
puſh, and efface every thing which is 
but little diſtinguiſhed in them; and don'c 
Ive us leave to conſider what is moſt 
emarkable in others. 
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The Malice of my curiofity did ng 
ſtop here; I proceeded to find out ſome 
defett in her ſhape ;and 1 found, I knoy 
not what graces of Nature fo happily 
and fo liberally. ſcattered 1n her Perſon, 
that the Charms of other Perſons only 
ſeem to be conſtraint and affeQation, 

When Madam de Mazarin pleaſed me 
too much in her negligent Air, counſel! 
her to have recourſe to Art, hoping that 
her Ornaments and her Dreſs wou'd no 
fail to ruine thoſe Natural agreement, 
But ſcarce had ſhe Dreſt her felf, but ! 
was forc'd to confels that I never ſaw in 
any Perſon, ſo great and ſo Noble an Ar 
as hers. 

My ull Nature was not fatisfted witl 
ali this; 1 had a mind to ſee her in her 
Chamber amongſt her Dogs, her Squir 
rels, and her Birds ; hoping that the di 
order of her Dreſs wou'd make her lok 
the Majeſty of that Beauty that aſtoniſh' 
us at Court. Bur here it is that ſhe is 
hundred times more amiable ; here it | 
that a more Natural Charm gives us adlſh... 
guſt to all thar Art and Induſtry can 90. Jr 
here it is that the freedom of her Wit av... 
of her Humour leave none to the Perl he 
that beholds her. = | 

I 


ho! 
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What cou'd the greateſt of her Ene- 
ies do more? 1 wiſh'd ſome ſickneſs 
might invade her to undermine her Gra- 
ces; but alas we had more reaſon to 
complain than ſhe had in her pains. Her 
;cry pains have a Charm that does us a 
ater miſchief than ſhe ſuffers by them. 

After ] had waited ſome time to {ee 


diſpoſition, endeavoured to raiſe her 
ſome Enemies, or to be of the number oi 
them my ſelf: With his deſign I purpoſely 
cantradict all ſhe ſays; I excite her Anger 
by ſome diſpute ; I imagine ſhe wrongs 
)e at Play : 7 infinuate to my ſfelfall the 
circumſtances of my oppreſſion, to furniſh 
me with a pretence for a realReſentment. 
ut alas:to what purpoſe 1s all this trouble- 
lome induſtry ? Her ull treatment pleaſes 
ead of provoking; and her injuries, 
more charming than theCarefles of others, 
have ſo many Charms chat they engage 
me to her will. 
| paſs from her ſerious moments ta 
hoſe of her gayety; 1 was willing to ſee 
ter ſerious, out of hopes to find her leſs 
grceable; T was willing to ſee her more 
thinking to find her indiſcreet. When 
lhe was ſerious, ſhe made me admire 
M3 her 


what wou'd be the conſequence of her }n-_ 
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her good Senſe ; when ſhe was Pleaſant 
ſhe made me Love her Judgment, 

She knows as much as any Man 
know ; ſhe conceals her knowledge with 
all the diſcretion that a reſerved Womar 
ought to have. 

She has ſome acquired Learning, which 
upon no occaſion betrays the fludy that wa 
employ 'd to acquire it.She has ſome happy 
thoughts that are as far from an aft} 
Art that diſpleaſes us, as from a natural 
excels that offends us. 

I have ſeen ſome Ladies that have got 
themſelvesLoversby thc advantage ofther 
Beauty, and loſt them again through a de 
fect of Wit. I have ſeen others that have 
engaged Us to them by berng beautiful and 
witty together ; and diſcouraged us fron 
a farther purſuit by their Tndiſcretion,and 
want of good Conduct. But in Madam 
Mazarin, paſs from her Face to her Wit; 
from the qualities of her Mind, to thoſe df 
her Soul, you will find thatevery thing at 
tracts you, that every thing faſtens and 


binds you, and that nothing can diſn 


gage YOu. 
 Wedetfend our ſelves from theTriumpi 
of other Ladies by our Reaſon.?Tis Realon 


' thateither frees us, or elſe ſubjects us tos 


pow ' 
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wer. Our Love-begins or ends our Rea- 
120, Here our Love cannot end, unleſs we 
loſe our Reaſon. | 
What I oblerve to be molt extraordi- 
ry in Madam de Mazariz, is that ſhe 
jaly inſpires new defires; and that in the 
habitude of a continual Commerce, ſhe 
nakes us feel all the tender {weetnefles of 
a growing Paſſion, 
She is the only perſon of fer Sex, for 
hom one may beeternally conitant ; and 
ch whom one may enjoy every Hour 
the diverſion of Inconftancy. We never 
hange tor her perſon: we change every 
moment for her attraQtions. One reliſhes 
n ſome manner, all that new, thar lively 
oy which unfaithfulneſs in Love malces 
teel. 
Sgometimes her Mouth is abandon'd for 
her Eyes. Sometimes we leave her Eyes to 
gaze at herMouth. Her Checks, her Nolc, 


ay Eye-brows, her Fore-head, nay, her 


Ears (lo much pains has Nature taken to 
make every thing perfe& in this beauti- 
ful Body) her Ears attraCt our Inclinations 
n their turn, and make us taſte the plea- 

ſure of Change, 
To conſider her Features ſeparately,one 
would ſay that there is a ſecret jealouſie 
M 4 between 


4 
gp" 
BY 
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between them, and that they are ill hy; 
ed £0 attratt Lovers. Toconlider ther, ; 
conjunction, and as they are united x; 
joynd together, we ſee they form a Be, 
ty, that neither ſuffers inconſtancy fqj 
ſelf, nor infidelity for others. 

A Converſation of Monſrenr de St. Eyre 
mont with Monſieur d A--- 

Y the following Diſcourſe it appears, tg 
| our Author was not over much a Frien 
of the Janſeniſts, whom he conftder'd as th 
Reeommenaers of too auſtere 8 Morality, 1 
paſs with the generality of Mankind. Iam 
paſlant, to inform the Reader, that in th 
French Copy, the word Janlenilts #5 zot wi 
out at length, but only the firſt Leto 
However, ſince "tis plain the Author meat 
them ; whatever Reaſozzs be had, not to n1 


they at large, the Tranſlator did not thin 
himſelf oblized to follow that Condutt, 


Haviag one Jay recounted to Monlicu 
d'4— the Converſation which I had wit 
Father C.— It 1s not reaſonable, ſas he i 
2”, that you tnould find more freedoma 
mongit the Fazſcniſts than amonglt us 
Take the pains to hear me, and I dare 
confident you'll fad me no leſs a Mano 
Honour, than the Reverend Father with 


- you mention'd to me. 


[ muſt tell you that we have a World 
f ingenious Men that take the part of 
ke Janſenifts in their Works; of vain im- 
rtnentDiſcourſers;that todo themſelves 
e honour of being thought 7aſeniſts, 
d raiſe continual Diſputes in all Houſes 
here they come; of wile able Men, that 
rudently manage both the one and the 
her, 

You will find amongſt the firſt great 
earning, a Faith well enough principled, 
entimes too much Heat, and ſometimes 
little Animoſity. | : 

In the ſecond Claſs there is much obſti- 
cy and Fancy. The leaſt uſefull of them 
tie their Party by their Numbers; and 
le that are canſiderable, give it ſome 
dit by their Quality. 

As tor the Politicians they employ each 
them their Talent ro govern the 
ichune,by ways and reſorts unknown to 
our People whom they {et on 
JI, 

noſe that Write or preach upon Grace, 
it handle this Queſtion which 1s ſo cele- 
ated, and has been fo often diſcuſled. 
ole that place the Councils above the 
ſes; who oppoſe themſelves to I-nocent 
ir Faltor ; who defeat the great preten- 

{10ns 


with Monſieur dI'A---- 169g 


190 Sr. Eurement Converſation 


ſions of the Court of Reme, a& with, 
good Faith, and are effeQually perſags 
of the truth of what they lay, 

Our DireCtors are but little concerns 
for the diflerent Sentiments of theDoR; 
Their aim 1s to ſet Catholic again(t 
tholic, and Church againſt Church, 
make a great Party in the Church, aq; 
great Faction in the State. 

They are for making a Reformation; 
the Convents, but don't think of reforg 
ing themielves; they exalt Penancetot 
Skies but never practice it ; they recon 
mend the cating of Herbs to thoſe Pey 
that have a mind to diſtinguiſh themlclx 
from the reſt of their Brethren, by a k 
ſingularities ; but at the ſame tume, tix 
are ſo complaiſant to their own Bode, 
to eat every thing that perſons of the: 
Raak uſe. to eat, 

After all, our Politicians, {ſuch as I | 
deſcribed them, do the Jaxſeniſts morek 
vice by their DireQions, than our 
ters do with all their Books. 

'Tis their Sage and prudent Cond 
that ſupports us ; and if ever Monlicl 
G. B. Monſieur de L; Monſieur ae CM 
fieur de B. fail us, unleſs I am mig! 


miſtaken, we ſhall find a great chang 
mol 


with Monſieur d' A... I77 
jr Opinions will hardly ſubſiſt of them- 
Ives. They commit an everlaſting vio. 

upon Nature ; they take away from 
lig10n all that comforts us, and in the 
nd Grief,$& deſpair. 


Inftianity withoy 


- 


they are Men til] 


"mmodate our ſelves to Human Nature. 
00 auſtere a Philoſophy makes few 
& Men ; too rigorous a Government 
' good SubjeRts ; too harſh + Religion, 
religious Souls, I mean, that will long 
tinue ſo, we 
Nothing is dura ble that is not ſuited +0 
ure, Grace'it ſelf, of which Monſieur 


Peaks ſo much, accomodates it ſelf to 
bod makes uſe of the docility of our 

and the tenderneſs of our Hearts,to 
himſelf to be receiv'd and loy*d by us. 
t 1s certain thar Our auiere Caſuiſts 
-4 greater averſion to themſelves,than 
Ckedneſs. The Pennance they preach 


Perlwades the lznorant to prefer the 
Eaſc 


ongft the7aſexiſts.The reaſon'is,becauſe 
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Eaſe they find in continuing to be ni, 
to the aifficalties in getting free from y; 
The other Extream appears equ 
Vitious to me. I hate thoſe Sullen, Mely 
choly Spirits, that fancy there is Sin in 
very thing; noleſs do I hate thoſe 
gomplaiſant Dottors that admit it no whe 
that favour the Irregularities of Nature} 
making themſelves ſecret Partifans of E 
Manners. In their hands the Goſpe| 
lows us more indulgence than Mort 
does; and Religion as it 1s managed } 
them, oppoſes all manner of Crimes mg 
teebly than Reaſon. 

I reſpect virtuous intelligent Perl 
that judge ſoundly of our Actions ; th 
ſeriouſly exhort to what is good, and « 
{wade us, as much as in them lies, fr 
what is Wicked, 

I heartily wiſh that a juſt and nice 4 
cernment wonld make them know t 
real difference of things ; That they wo 
diſtinguiſh the effeCt of a Paſſion from 
execution of a deſign ; That they wc 
diſtinguiſh a Vice from a Crime, and Pk 
ſures from Vices ; That they wou'ds 
euſc ourWeakneſles and condemn ou! 
orders; That they would not coniol 
light, fimple, and natural Appetites, vi 

wiu 


ed and perverſeLclinations.In a word, 
for a Chriſtian Morality, neither too 
ere, nor t00 indulgent. 


Of Friendſhip. 

By another Hand. OM 
HE firſt Friendſhip which ariſes 
in the World, is that which 1s for- 
Jin the Bofom of Families : The con- 
;| habitude of being always together, 
}of conſidering our ſelves as being of 
ſame Blood ; the ſame opinions in 
ch we are brought up ; the conformi- 
here 15 between us; the communica» 
of ſecrets of affairs, and intereſts : All 
|: things contribute as much to its pro- 
tion, as Nature it ſelf : They Con- 
rare at leaſt the Name of Brother, Siſ- 
,and the reſt, asmuch as the tye of the 
ne Blood, For whatever is affirmed 
certain Natural inclinations, whuch a 
an feels at the meeting of thoſe Relati- 
, who are as yet unknown to him ; it 


——_ 


r aggravated, qr extraordinary ; and 
it we ſhould uſe them like meer Stran- 
S, If we were not accuſtomed to con- 


S. [his therefore is the firſt conjuaQi- 
df our Hearts. , 


tain that the Examples thereofare ei- 


& our near Relations, as our ſel- 


_— 
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It were to be wiſhed that this s 
Friendſhip would continue during [if 
the ſame condition, wherein we find 
our firſt Years.But it decay's inſenſibly 
the firit place, by the great number of}, 
{ons whereof a Family is compos'd 
it isa certain Principle, that Priend( 
cannot long ſubfift between ſeveral 
lons. Beſides, a Man leaves his Famil 
order to eſtabliſh himſelf in the W; 
He enters by Marriage into new alliang 
or by the profeſſion of a particular Pi; 
he goes out of his Family without ha 
the Pleaſure of adopting another, Th 
he contracts on one ſide, in ſome fort, 
obligation to forget his Parents ; and 
the other, a Duty of Loving new on 
W hat ſhall 1 fay of the intereft which 
often divides Families ? Admit a reguly 
on of all theſe things, yer a ſingle (epa 
tion, leflens ſomething of the firſt aft 
on. During this abſence, a Man ink 
ſibly contracts particular manners, vt 
ther tor the theCondu& of his Life, ort 
his Fortune,or in Relation to the Gov: 
ment of his Family. The firſt Bond 
Friend(hip 1s ſcarce of any further ul 
terwards, than to expreſs it {elf a lit 
more, than we would do, if they we 

relatio 
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ations ; to have a little more curioſi- l 
in their reſpe&, and to behave our | ; 
res with care enough not to appear in- 
jour in any Point to others. 

ot but that when there happens any 
ntial occaſion of being ſerviceable to 
m, we take a pride in not being want- 
therein. Thus this firſt Friendſhip, 
ich is tender in the firſt Years, which 
itts ome degrees of relaxation in the 
cſſon of Life, appears notwithſtand- 
always ſtrong, when any important 
creſt 1s 1n agitation; And as for me, I 
eve that of all ſorts of Friendſhip this 
pht to be managed with moſt Care. 
here 1s a Second kind of Friendſhip, 
ich has alſo its perfeQtions and im- F 
rfetions, as well as the firſt we have 'Þ 
ken of, It is that, which is between a 
band and Wite,when they enter with- 
t conſtraint 1nto the State of Matrimo- 
,and preſerve a good intelligence on both 
5, It has ſomewhat of that Friendſhip 
uch is between a Superior and in- 
or; fince the Laws have declared that 
omen ought to conſider their Husbands 
their Maſters ; and that the civility 4 
Men obliges them to receive marks of Fl 
pit from their Wives; only to quit 
them {08 
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them immediatly, and to depend 
them by their own Choice, , 
they depend on their Husbands by 1 
Laws and Cuſtoms. Whea Peopl: j 
together after this decent manner, th 
maintain a continual commerce of ; 
ſteem ; they taſte all the Delicacics ( 
Love ; they have the Pleaſure of Lovin 
and of being belov'd,and even makea | 
ry of this Friendſhip. I am of opiny 
that it 1s this mixture of tendernd 
this return of eſteem, or, if you will, t| 
mutual ardour to prepoſleſs one anoth 
by obliging Teftimonies, wherein conlil 
the Sweetneſs of this Second Friend(hy 
Tpeak not of other Pleaſures, which 2 
not ſo much ſuch in themſelves, as in t! 
alſurancewhich they afford us of the perk 
poſlefſion of thoſe perſons whom welon 
W hich appears to: me fo true, that 1a 
not afraid to affirm, that if a Man wi! 
aſſured of meeting the perfe& aifection ( 
a Wife elſe where, he wou'd eaſily li 
port himſelt under the loſs of hisSpo 
at home ; and that they ought not to 
into the order of Friendſhip, but astok 
and proots that it is without reſerve. Fe 
Perlons, *tis true, are capable of the puri 
of theſe Thoughts, Thusa perfeQ Fred 
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ſhip, 18 rarely obſerved in Marriages, ar 
lealt chey teldora continue long. "The Ob- 
ct of grols Paſſions 1s not able to ſupport 
{noble a Coinmerce as Friendſhip. Atter 
ir has produced it, an«l maintain'd tor fome 
ime the {ſhadow and reſemblance ot it, 
ndifference, Contempt ard other new 
zfhons, ſoon ariſe to ciface it. Even the 
on{traint one 15 under,always to keep the 
ame Society, leſſens ſomewhat the value 
ff perſeverance. We lole by degrees, the 
fſurance we had of being loved : We cn- 
r into ſuſpicions, Jealouſtes, and diſqui- 
rs, and can hardly conceal them in the 
ecelfity we lye under of living eternally 
opether, From thence ariſe Miſtruſts, 
omplaints and Quarrels. The Children 
reat that tua, the oaly Bonds which re- 
ati.vian and Waite in their duty. Theſe 
retae Pledges and #5; ts of rheir firſt At- 
cction : * I's an Intereſt that binds them 
ting very moment, when tucir Hearts 11- 
Wy" to a ſeparation. But whena Man 
eaks of [r4e6ſhip, or hears it every day 
ention'd; he is not to underſtand 
urher of this (irit, or ſecond kind, 

5 of a Spcciez altogether particular, 

ie World would have it only between 


0 Perſons ; that it requires whole years 
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to form it ſelf; that Virtue alone is th, 
Foundation of it; that it continues for ever. 
that it is a perfet communication of 41j 
things :'In a word, that there 1s made gf 
theſ: two perlonsa Metamorphoſis logenera| 
that rhcy mucually transform rthemſelyg 
10t0 one 260t5cr, Authors triumph upun 
ch15 Portraiture, [ hey even give it fine 
Colours than [ yo. Notwithſtanding The. 
1,ve Tl may without raſhnels aſſert, tha 
role iIngemous Painters, who afford w 
tuch luitrous Copicsof Friendihip, ne 
ver ſaw theOrginals, [n truth, "Tis natu: 
ral for us to take a pleaſure 1n exaggerating 
matters ; and the fir{t moment we beg! 
aBook,or a Di/courſe,we torget that ourk 
roes are but men,and that we ſpeak to men 
But a man mutt avoid likewile to take td 
friendſhip kaow not how mauy Correſpor 
 dences he meets 1n the courſe of life, Wii 
certainly deſerve nor this gloriom Title. 
To partake together in ſome diverlio 
to be engaged ſometimes inthe ſame Co 
ver{ations; tro meect often at Court, 0r | 


rhe City ; ſuch kind of obligations cannoy Jt 
aſſure one of a ſolid Friend|hip. All rochis 
things generally happen by pure chanWric: 
and *us Fortuze that produces thele dion 
rent occalions. What ſhare can the Fic: Wiy; 


C1110 
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moy herein, but the intereſt of ſome plea- 
re? and Can this Intere!t beget a truly 


wriet Friendſhip ? "Tis true, we love. 


\rſons that may be uſetul to us,or ſuch as 
re pleaſant and agreeable 3 we are de- 
ghted tO be where they are, and give 
tem 2 favourable reception. We have al- 
» more particular regards tor thoſe that 
wethe Reputation of having great num- 
3 of Friends ; of being Mea of Intrigue, 
nd of being able to lerve us upon occa- 
2a, For ro ſpeak agreeable things, and 
0be capable of doing ulſctul ones, are two 
Treat fps towards an introduCtion into 
iz moſt inacceſſible Hearts. 

But 'ris no leſs true, that thoſe perſons 


riom we only know upon this bottom, | 


ould not put that Friendſhip we enter- 


an for them, to ton ſtrong proof. A Man. 


vil hardly purchaſe the plcalure which 
we nia eden of a Wit aftards ; and it 
Sordinary enough 10 refer to others, the 
ae of [erviny a perſon, who dorh nothing 
ut divert us. 
It we make but a little refleftion upon 
us, we ſhall obſerve thar it is this ſort of 
"Cna:hip, which as unperfect and as 
Mmmon as it is, doth not ccalſe to form a 
vility, by whish gur ConduGt is regula» 


N 2 ted, 
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ted, and which 1s as it were the Foung:. 
(10N of the publick Peace. 


& 3 15 LOar \W ich uiltructs us how t9 
live; and this manner of livin; compre. n 
hens an intinite number of ſinal] inferi: i" 
Dutics, wicout which all things woul!t]M. 
be in contul. 7 

A photdfbi More exact 15 prodigious Wl .. 
whoſe Zxamnles are fo rare, tit a Van b 
nay cafily compure them. F 

The Charater of Madam, the Conntel; ME: 
of a Olonne. on 
By At. BROW N. Z 

Don't expect to be more {uccelsful a-* 

your Character, than our Painters ie 
have been at vour Portraiture, where 1". 
may lafely fay, the beſt performers have" * 
loft rheir Reputation. Till now, we n«-if-* 
ver beneld any Beauties ſo finiſhed, Lhd? 
they were obitged to thele Maiters; either 
ang DeILOWINg (Ome new graces upon then, ®'< 

or elie tor concealing ſome of their dejcct> Mi < 
Only YOU, Madam, are above thoſe Ari / 
whole peculiar Character it 1s to {ariel 4 

2 embeliih. They never took rhe Fe: 
it rt COpy you withour a ſhameful fal || i 
t their 16, and Joing an infinite 101. 

tic <5" 


' The Connteſs of 4 Olonne. 18 x 


tice to thC Original ; it ſhort, withouL 
aking ſo accompitſiied a Peifon as your 
elf loſe as many xd vantar GG, 45 they uſu- 
ally give tO thoſe that Dol {:{; them not. 
[f you have nor been muCci obliged to 
1c Painters, you are muciz Icts Tam fury 
nthe curioſity of your Drels: You ow? 
othing either to. the $1] or orher Peo;21--, 
jr to your own Induirry; And may 14t- ly 
ey upon Nature For Fe care {ne talkz: 
jf you. As there are very tew Perſons u;:: 
"1 whom neglivence {its well, / would ad- 
ic them not t to depet nd to) Much upon Ir. 
To lay rae truth, the generality of our 
Ladies are nor olealin; any farther than 
ir Habits make them 10. Every thing 
hey employ to tet rc m o#, conceals fon 
cect, Ou the ofiier hand, the more you 
ng your Drefs, the more Graces you 
play; and it is as much your Intereſt ta 
urn to the primitive limplici ity of Na- 
ure, as 1t 15 for their advantage to keep 
t 2 dif tance From 1t. 
{ wil not amule my felf with ay FCG» 
a Praiſes, that are ſeveral Agz5 01d, The 
Jun ſhall not furniſh me w ich a Compa- 
on for your Eyes ; nor the Flowers for 


ularity and dclicacy of your Face ; of 
N 3 the 


our Complexion. 1 might ſpeak of the 
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the Charms and agrecablencſſes of yy 
Mouth ; of that Neck fo well turned an; 
poltihed ; of thoſe bewitching Brea; 
but after a Man has made the moſt © 
rious obſervations, there are a thouſin! 
things may be thought of 1n you, which 
cannot be well diſcribed, and a thouſans 
chings better perceir d than comprebente; 

Take my Advice, Madam, and doi; 
rcpole rhe care of your glory on any oinz 
perſon ; for certainly you are no where { 
well as you arc 1n your Ielt. Appear in the 
midit of your Portraitures and Chara 
ers,and you will defeat all the Images tha 
"tis poſſible to trame of you, 

Atter having well admired you, what 
find the moſt extraordinary 1s, that you 
have as 1t were hcap'd together in you 
ſelf, the leveral Charins of different bc 
ties. You are Miltrct of choſe Graces tlil 
{urprize, that pleaſe, that flatter, 4. 
forbid, and aitcct us. 

Your Citaracter, properly [pcaking, | 
not 2 particuiar Character ; ?tis that os 
tie re{t of your Sex. One Man mainia!! 
mis Heart againit an umperious, that fr 
fer*d hinclt to be Conquer'd by a delicat 
Beauty : Delizacy gives dilgult to anotif 
who was proud to ſurrender his Acart i 
1s imperious Miltrels. 0 
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You alone, Madam, arc the Fozble of all 
he World, The raviſhed Lover finds 1c 
you al uncxhau!tibic SlHJCcC tor Is tran- 
{ports : Paſhonare Souls find their render- 
refs and languithments. Dittcrent Spirits, 
ferent Humours, contrary tempera- 


Empire. Tn this contuſion, you cauſe rhe 
mahappinels of -Perlons between both 


molt ſerene, and the Reaſyn of the moi 
adviſed. - 

Thole perſons that were horn neither 
togive nor to receive Love, preſerve the 
frlt of theſe Qualities, and unhappily loſe 
the other. From hence 1t proceeds, that 
tiere 15 ſome reſemblance between tlie 
1:at of yourFriends,and thePaſſion of your 
Lovers ; thar *tts 1mnpoſlible to love you 
without Intercl{t, and that the judgmen: 
of the molt timple SpeQtators is never free. 
From hence.in ſhort, it proccecs, that c- 
Yery one COMmences aLover that ſces you, 
except your ſeit alone, who continue ſtill 
laſenſible. 

I beg your pardon, Madam. Soniethin 7 
wou'dbve wanting to your glory,if you cor.- 
lauedſuch an zſexſible all your lite. Oace, 
aad only once,you may quit this indiffer- 
N 4 __ *_ oNCe; 


ments,all contribute to the/2r2eneſs of your 


Ages; you trouble the Repole of the. 
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cnce. But to make you quit your reſo! 
ever being 11 Love, we Ouzht to {jq/ 
: Subjects worthy of you. It "therebex 
745 - ſach, Madam, i don't doubt but thy 
awWa by your Charms, and diſzuſted hy 


:2 defects of others, they vill {oon lo b 
vr yOu; and then you mult remember WH 
cruelty has bounds ,and that what ever gg; S 
beyond them, is radens/z and raſenſibulry br 
H:therto I have paid one part 0t the Du WY it 
ry I owe your Beauty,and "tis none ct your iſ: 
lealt praifes,that T have been able to prail: if" 
you lo long. At preſent,”tis bur jult Eihoull i 
ave ſome coniideration of my felt ; and ny 
I 1n ſpeaking of your Wit and Humour [| 
[ ſhould indulge my felt to tall of my own, had 
I will deliver nothing but Truths, and ty 

Ic ait you ſhould imagine chem to be clade Wiſs! 
20t2 geous to YOu, 1 will begin with thi I 6 
Cha 12S of your Conv rerfarion, W I11Ci1 ai | if 
not 1n the leaſt inferiour to thoſe of yu. - 
Face. Vc 
Yes, Madam, we are no lefs ate Wn 
with hearing yo, can with ſeeing you fic 
Lou may intp:.c love even when you arc B'+ 
reilel; and may make Frazce reſembi 
't 

DIY 'n beins the Scene of the Auver WW. 
Lures of the Farr inviſwle. ne! 
Never was ticie more Policcneſs t3an ce 


We 
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,chnd in (your Diſcourſe ; and what is ſarpri- 
In, nothing is ſo lv ely and yet fo | uit ; 
ns ſo happy and fo well thought, An 1 19 
own all, a quick Underſtanding, and a vi 
ity of genſe equal that of your \VIt. 
ut let us conclude theſe Pratics, the length 
hereof is always tireſom, tho” they be never 
) true ; and now, Madam prepare to ſuffer pa- 
jently a recital of what I have found to blame 
1 YOU, 
If you cannot, without diticulty, hear your 
ets: 1 am furel could not without greater 
x ditcofer them. To iind out any taulrs 
2 was obliged to make very profound 
vuiries, and after a lon. D2ut narrow Exami- 
lon, behold what Farlcs 1 have remarkd. 
[ have often beheld JOU £00 1 cipeattul, and 
deſcending, to ordinary Perſons ; a d fub- 
tyour judgment to that "of othicrs wi 10 WCre 
friour to YOU. 
lam likewiſe of Opinion, that you ſuffer your 
too much to make new acquaintances, {hat 
Ich at firſt tight you have rightly judged to 
erols and dv i has after om? tiine appcarcd 
ou to he delicate without Reaic MN; and 
im you come to rectify theſe Err: zur's, tis 
ir by a return of your Humour, than by t thc 
tions of your Mind. 
Sunetimes, Madam by a contrary Motion 
by ink too much, and pals by the truth mn 
, to that the Opinlons you torm, arc 


ir more ſtrongly imagin'd, than ſolidly 
yd, 
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1836 The Character of Madam, 


As for your Actions,they are equally in, 
nocent and agreeable; but as you may ye. 
ry well neglect thoſe little tormalitie;, thy 
are 1n truth, but ſo many Ferters of Lifz 
you mult expect to meet the calumniess 
Sots, and the 11] Nature of thoſe Pep 
whom your merit has made your =ncmie 

Thoſe Ladies, who are your profeſſe 
Enemies, have been conſtrained to owny 
us that you have recaved a Thoufind z! 
vantages fromNature.'l here are {ome c:: 
tain occaſions when we are obliged too 
to them, that they might be better man; 
ged, and that you don't always make th 
good ule of them,as others 1n your Statig 
might do. 

I ſhall end all with the unequalitics0 
your temper, of which you your {elf har 
made an agrecable repreſentation. The 
are afflifting to thoſe that ſuffer unk 
them ; as for my ſelf I always find ſom 
thing n;ortifying in this Scene; and I 
that when we molt complain of any one 
Humour, 'tis then when we molt inter 
our ſelves in the Perſon. 

However it is, were we able to ta 
any advantage over you,. we ſhould! 
apt to take it without meaſure; we all 


| 


J 


diſoblige you without thinking of it ; Wet 
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he very actin ro pleaſe you has more [ 
140 once made us ſo unfortunate as to | 
Ipicaſe YOU. 

Believe me, Madam, a Man mult be ve- 
; happy to find out your good moments, 
nd very juſt to make ule of them. 
What we may truly ſay, after we have 
yell examined you, 1s, that there 15 no- 
hog ſo unfortunate as to fall in Love with 
ou, yet nothing {o dithcuir as not to do it. 

Behold, Madam, the obſervations of a 
rectator, who to judge the more impar- 
ally of you, has endeavoured to continue 
cc, Ihe means he took to keep himſelf ſo, 
as to ſhun you as much as was poſlible ; 
Ir him. But *tis not enough for one not to { 
cc you, after he has once beheld you ; and 
Bs remedy which 1s elſewlicre infallible, 
jocs not carry an 1nfire fatety with it 1n 
clation to your {cit. | 


Perhaps you will tel me that a Man, po 
roſe Sentiments are ſomewhat tender, |. 
WW 20t generally Maſter of ſo rigorous a if 
Wiigment. But altho? you ſhou'd give "Y 


our felt the trouble to tell me what dif- 
ales you, I ſhall ſcarce take the Pains to 
ndeceive my felt ; a diſcernment which [0 
XS not ſeem advantagious to you, Can- p 
Vt labfiſt but in your abſence ; tor to re- 
peat i 
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[28 A Letter. 


peat what I have already told you, do jy 
appear, Madan, in the mid{t of your Pg, 
traitures and Characters,and you will {ys 
efface all the Images the moit fruitful in 
agination can torm of you. 


A Letter to 77adam, the Counteſs of d'Olonun. x 
ſeat with the foregoins Charader, 
Have here ſent you your Chara 
& which tells you the general Scntimen: 
of the World concerning you ; an 
which will inform you,if you never knz 
it before, that there is noting fo Beaut 
ful in all Fraxce as your ſelf. Don't be { 
rigorous to your own merits, as to den 
your ſelf that juſtice which all che Wor! 
pays you. The greateſt part of Ladiesut 
fer themſelves to be cailly perſwaded, at 
receive theſe { weet errours with Pleaſure 
and it wou'd be very {trange indeed it y 
cou d not be prevailed upon to believe tix 
truth. 

Beſides the Publick Opinion, you la! 
the Judgment of Madam 4" Longuevilic0 
your ſide. Submit to ſo authentic a Telt 
mony withour further ſcruple, and {in 
ſhe believes ir, believe vour ſelf ro þcti 
molt Charming Creature that was ci 
beheld. 


Fro 
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From your Beauty, Madam, I paſs to 
 miſchiefs 1t has occaſioned, and to the 
nite numbers of thoſe that daily lan- 
11 and dye for you. "Tis not my deſign 
\render you compaſlionate ; on the con- 
ry, If you will follow my advice, it 
:1coſt one of your unfortunate admirers 
- Life, Our Poets and Authors of 
mazces have too long entertained us 
th falſe Deaths; I demand a true one of 
uw which will be a new addition to your 
ir atchreverreats. I o countel you only to 
ve Subjects that are worthy of you,ls to 
lice you £2 an umpoſhbility; and proper- 
2 counſel you never to Love. 
Nothing now remains but to excufe my 
Uineſs 1821 finding out your faults; and 
{ed I cou'd hinder it, for otherwiſe I 
gone againſt the rules of Character, 
vie pertettion conlifts in well ſeparat- 
? tlie good and bad qualities. 
Aiter all, I have infinitely more occaſi- 
(0 complain, than you have; one quar- 
of an hour is time ſufficient for you to 
d them over, but I paiſed whole Nigh ts 
liicover them. Theſe were the firſt dit- 
ul ics of this Nature I ever met; und or 
ak of a very extraordinary merit de 
our niceſt Criticks here in Town has 
nd my praiſes eafie and natural, A 
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190 A Letter: 
A LETTER to» Monſieur D. B, 


Don't know why you (hould admijr 

my Verles, fince I don't admuc tin 
my felt; for ] mult inform you that int 
opinion of « ceichrated Maſter in Poetry 
a Port 15 always the molt affeCted witlly 
own compoiiiions, As for my felt, | x 
knowledge abundance of faults in min: 
which I might correct, 1t exattnels wer 
not extreamly troubleſome to my Humoy 
and d1d nor take up too much time to 
Perſon of my Ape. 

Beſides this, I have another excule inr: 
ferve, which you'l admit too unleſs | :r 
mightily miſtaken. Effays are not ofta 
the belt Maſter-picces ; and my pralls 
the King, being the Grlt tr ae and {incz 
ones Iever gave, you are not to admire 
my ſuccels was not extraordinary great 

Your commendarions of m2 are an! 
genious Irony, which higure I was fogr 
2 Maſter of formerly, that the Mar{ha 
Clarimbaut thought no one but my leli6 
pable to diſpure the merit of it with j0 
XQy ought not ro employ it againſt a V 

ho has loſt the ule of It, and whois 
much your humble Servant as I am, 

You {ce I am ſufficient proof agai 


laughter; and yet in ſpight of all my f! 
CAutid 


A Letter. 97 


- Praiſes you give me upon the ſcore of my 
dzment. "T1 your intereſt it ſhou'd be good, 
3 and delicate for the Idea of yours, which 1 
;1;5 preſerve by me, 1s the rule of mine. 

ſhatMiracle of Beauty which I formerly ſaw at 
won, is the ſame Miracle of Beauty which I 
it London. Some Years which have arrived 


2y ncae of her Charms. 


Fair Eyes ſo ſweetly Charming and Dianne, 

That Cauſe ſuch Tranſports where you Shine. 
0h! ne're to grief your- Chriſtal Treaſures pay, 
ſour Pearls on grief are thrown away. 

Tears ;rom thoſe Orbs let no misfortuncs move., 
$9 rich, a Tributc's only due to Love. 


A Panegyrick upon the Dutcheſs of Mazarine. 
7 Mr. BROW MN. 
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Have undertaken to day a thing without 
Frelident ; I have undertaken to make the 
icral Oration of a Perſon, who is in better 
alth than her Orator. This will ſurprize you 
nlemen. But ifwe are permitted to take 
e of our Tombs, to order Inſcriptions for 
Mm, and to give a greater extent to our vanity 
in Nature has been willing to give our Lives : 
thoſe that are alive may appoint the Place 
cre they are to lye, when they ſhail be no 
fer 1n the Number of Living: If Charles 
ritth cauſed his own Funerals to be cele - 
brated 


tions, [ cannot forbear to take in good part, 


ner ſince, have given her more Wir, and taken 
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192 A Paneoyrick upon, &c. 


brated, and tor two Years aſſiſted at they j 
Perim1 ; can you think it ſtrange, Gentley; 
that a Beauty more 1l}uſtrious 'by her Charn 
than that Emperour was for his Conquet;, | 
willing to en Joy the happinels of her Non, 
and hear whilit ſhe 15 alive, what may hefſy 
of her after ker Death. 

Let others endeavour to excite your ſorry 
for one that 1s dead, I will command your Te 
for one who 1s Living, for a Perſon who 1s: 
dye one day by the neceſſary misfortune ( 
humane condition, and who ought to live + 
ever for the ſake of her admirable qualities, 

\WVeep Gentlemen, and not tarrying to x 
wail a Beauty till ſhe1 is loſt, aiford your Tears! 
the Melancholy conſideration that we muſt 07 


loſe her. Weep, weep. Whoever expects 


certain and unviolahle Misfortune, may lrs 
dy Stilc himfelt unfortunate. 

Hortenſia will dye, That Miracle of t! 
World will dye one day. The Idea of fogr 
1 calaivity delerves your Tears, 

Yes Charminng Gedaefſs you muſt leave it 

De:tn will remove the heavenly trizc: 

And of thoſe numcoro:'s Charms bercave ! 

Thut now employ our hearts and Lys. 

{et us turnour imaginations from her De 
to her Birth; tat we may ſteal one mod 
trom our c prief. If your ſec her come intol 
World, you will inunediately remember t 
he is to depart out of 1t. 

HORTENSIA dd MANCHINI" 
bora at ROJN7F, of an Iuſtrgous Fail 


) 


upon Madam de---- I 93” 


»r Anceſtors were always conſiderable, 
; tho they had all oi them governed 
mpires, they had not brought her fo 
uch Glory, as ſhe reflects back upon 
cm. 

Heaven formed this great Maſterpiece 
y 2 Model unknown to the Age we 
< in. To the ſhame of our time it be- 
1d upon F/ortenſra the Beauty of an- 
nt Greece, and the Virtue of old Rome ; 
: us paſs over her Infancy 1n filence, 
thout ſtopping our Diſcourſe there. 

Her Infancy was attended with a thou- 
d pretty ſimplicities, but had nothing 

[mportance enough for our Subject. 
ntlemen, I demand your Tears, I de- 
nd your Admiration. To obtain them 
ave borh Misfortunes and Virtues to 
reſent to YOu. 

It was not long before Cardinal Ma- 
'ne Was ſenſible of the Advantages 

s beautiful Niece, and therefore to do 


ce to the Gifts of Nature, he deſtin'd: 


rterjia to carry his Name, and to po- 
nis Wealth. 

ilter his death, ſhe had Charms that 
it engage even Kings to court her 
"ol ®! Love, and a fortune capable to 
2c them to do it out of intereſt. But 
O what 


_— 4 OSS 5 a 3 20 Laen fg; 
bh IS 
wa, FA » "_—_ 
* © I — _—— + 
<ZATE #'L 


tt _— YM " 


a” 
” Oe ins dd "» "Vow, ES : 
- les” D 4 9 : - DP 


Þ 
[+ 
þ 
b+; 
if 
£ 


194 A Panegyrick 


what occaſion had you, Madam, to þ 
come a Sovereign 2 Do's not your Be 
ty make you reign wherever you go 
There is no Nation that do's not py 
a voluntary Submiſſion to the Power g 
= Charms ; there 15 no Queen tt 
$ not a greater ambition for your Bez 
ty, than you can poſlibly have for he 
Grandeur. 
All Climes and Countries do adore |» 
Freſh Triumphs on her Beauties wait, 
The World injuſtly calls her Rover, 
She only views the limits of her State 


In effeft, what Country is there whic 
Flortenſia has not ſeen > What Natic 
has ſeen her that has nor at the ſametin 
admir'd her 2 Rome beheld her with 
great Admiration as Paris did. T 
City, in all ages of the World fo got 
ous, boaſts more upon giving her to tl 
World, than producing ſuch a 7: 
of Heroes. She believes that ſo ext 
ordinary a Beauty is preferable to 
greateſt valour, and that more Conque 
were to be gained by her eyes, ti 
by the Arms of her Citizens. 


Ita 


upon Madam de TL 


/raly, Madam, will be twp: 4 O- 
fliged to you for aboliſhing thoſe im- 
portunate Rules, that bring a greater con- 
liraint than regularity with them : for 
freeing her from a ſcience of Formality, 
Ceremony, and Civility mixt together ; M 
from the tyranny of premeditated reſpects 
that render Men unſociable even in So- 
ciety itſelf. | 

Tis Horreuiia who has banifh'd all Gri- 
mace, and all aftectarion trom thence ; who 
has deftroy'd that art of Trifles which 
only regulates appearances ; that Study 
of exteriour things that only compoſes 
mens Countenances. 

'Tis the who has rendred ridiculous a 
ff awkward Gravity, which ſupply'd 't 
the place of Prudence ; and who has tri- 
umph'd over a politick Itch without con- 
ern and without intereſt, bufied only to 
= the defects a Man finds in him- {+ 
kelf 
Tis ſhe who has introduced a ſweet 
and innocent Liberty, who has rendred [ 

onverſation more agreable, and made | 
Fleaſure more pure and delicate. 

A Fatality cauſed her to come to Rome, 
and a Fatality causd her to leave it. 


\ 
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Madam, the Conſtable Colonna's I ady 
had a mind to quit her Husband, ang 
imparted this reſolution to her Siſter 
Her Siſter, as young as ſhe was, repre. 
ſented to her upon this occation all that 
a Mother could have done to hinder it 
But ſeeing her unalterably fixt to execute 
her deſign, the follow'd her out of Love 
and Aﬀection, whom ſhe could not dif 
ſwade by her Prudence; and fiared with 
her all rhe Danger of flight, the Fears, the 
Inquietudes, and the Inconveniencies that 
always attend ſuch fort of Reſolutions, 

Fortune who has a great Power 1n ol 
Enterpriſes, but a much greater in our Ad 
ventures made Madam the Conſtable's La 
dy wander from Nation to Nation, anc 
threw her ar laſt into a Convent at M; 
arid. 

Right Reaſon adviſed Hortenf(ia to ſeth 
her repoſe, and a deſire of retirement 
oblig'd her to fettle her abode at Chas 
bery. There ſhe found in her ſelf by bet 
Reflexions, by a Commerce with learnec 
Men, by Books, and by Obſervation 
all that ſolid Satisfaction which a Cour 
do's not give Courtiers, who are elthe 
too much taken up with buſineſs , 0 
too much diſſolved in Pleaſures. = 

re 
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Three whole years did Horten/ra live 
t Chambery, always in a ſtate of Tran- 
illity, but never obſcure. Whatever In- 
linations ſhe might have to conceal her- 
ef, her merit eltabliſh'd tor her a ſmall 
mpire in ſpight of her, and made a 
ourt of a Retrear. es 

In effect ſhe commanded that City, 
nd all the Country about it. Every one 
>nowledged with pleaſure thoſe Rights 
Fhich Nature had given her, even He 
pho had them over all the re{t by virtue 
f his Birth, forgot them freely, and en- 
ed into the ſame ſubjection with his 
cople. 

Thoſe of the greateſt merit and quali- 
y quitted the Court, and neglected the 
fvice of their Prince, to apply them- 
lves particularly to that of Zortey- 
1: and conſiderable Perſons of remote 
ountries made a Voyage to /taly to 
_ themſelves with a pretence to 
her. 

'Tis an extraordinary thing to be able 
eſtabliſh a Court at Chambery. *Tis as 
were a Prodigy that a Beauty, which 
ada mind to conceal it ſelf in places 
ſt inacceſſible, ſhould make a greater 

le 1n Exrope, than all Exrope together 
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198 A Panegyrick 


The moſt beautiful Perſons of every 
Nation had the diſpleaſure to hear a con. 
tinual mention made of an abſent Fir 
The moſt lovely Women had a ſecret E. 
nemy that ruined all the Impreſſions they 
could make. It was the Idea of Fortenja; 
which was pretiouſly preſerved in thoſe 
places, where ſhe had been ſeen. and wi 
formed with pleaſure 1n thoſe where ſhe 
had never been. 

Such was the Conduct of Forterj; 
ſuch was her Condition, when the D 
cheſs of 7ork,her Relation, paſſed throug 
Chambery in the way to find the Duke 
her HHusband. | | 

The ſingular merit of the Ducheſs 
her Beauty, her Wit, and her Virtue in 
ſpi'd Hortenfa with a deſire to accon 
pany her, but her Affairs would not per 
mit her. So ſhe was obliged to dela 
that Voyage till a more favourable oppdr 
tunity ; the curioſity ſhe had to fee on 
of the greateſt Courts in the World, whic! 
the had never beheld, fortified her in thi 
Reſolution : the death of the Duke ot 5: 
voy determined it. | 

This Prince had the ſame Sentimeſt 
of her as all People that had the happ! 


neſs to behold her. He had any 
WII 


ypon Madam de— 199 


Turin, and this Admiration Madam of 
zvcy interpreted to be Love. A jealous 
ack Imprefſion produced a behaviour 
cry little obliging towards the perſon 
ho had cawſed it. 


blige Zortenfia to depart out of a Coun- 
ry, Where the new Regent was in a 
manner abſolute. To ſeparate herſelf 
om the Ducheſs of Savoy, and approach 
he Ducheſs of Tork was but one and the 
ime Reſolution. 

Hortenfia acquainted her Friends with 
's determination, who 1mployed all 
heir Arguments to diſlwade her trom it, 
ut twas 1n vain ;never was ſeen ſo great a 
rofuſion of Tears. As for her own part, 
he was not infenſible of the general Grief 
tat was occaſioned by the thoughts of 
er departure. Perſons fo lively affefted 
5 they were, knew how to affect her. 
n the mean time this Reſolution was 
ken up, and in ſpight of all their Re- 
rets ſhe concludes to depart. 

What other courage but that of For- 
ex7a would have undertaken fo long, 
0 difficult, and ſo dangerous a Voyage? 
Before ſhe could accompliſh it ſhe muſt 
werfe ſavage Nations, and Nations 


O 4 that 


There needed no more than this to 
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that were up in arms ; the muſt (wer, 
the one, and make herſelf be reſped 
by the other, 

She underſtood not the Languape of any 

of theſe People, but they underſtood ho 
Her eyes ſpeak an univerſal Langyay, 
which cauſes her to be underſtood by 4 
mankind. 
What Mountains, what Foreſts, wha 
Rivers had ſhe not to paſs ? What did (þ 
not ſuffer from the wind, the ſnow, an 
the rains ? What Diſſiculties of th 
ways, what Rigour of the ſeaſon, wh 
mighty Inconvemiences had ſhe not t 
ſtruggle with, which yet did bur littl 
Injury to her Beauty. 

Never did Flelen appear fo charming 


25 Hortenſia was. She had the air, th 


habit, and the equipage of a Queen « 
the Amazons | She ſeened equally fit t 
charm, and to fight. 

It was ſaid, ſhe went to give I ove tt 
all the Princes, whom ſhe was to met 
in her Paſſage, and to command all til 
Troops which they commanded. 

The firſt of theſe things ſhe had 1 
her Power, but it was not her deligt 
ſhe made ſome Eſſay of the ſecond ; 
the Troops received her Orders m0 

| yoluntarl 
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qluntarily than thoſe of their Gene- 
5, 
oO ſhe had travelPd more than three 
undred Leagues ſhe arrivd at Jaſt at 
/:.2d., She made no longer a ſtay at 
merdam than was neceſſary to view 
he Rarities of ſo remarkable and famous 
City . Aﬀter ſhe had ſatisfied her cu- 
pfity the came to the Brill, where ſhe 
mbarqued for England. 

An extraordinary Tempeſt happened 
n this Voyage, which laſted five days. 
he SrorMm was as as furious as it was 


ng; and made the Seamen loſe all their 


onduct and Reſolution, and the Paſlen- 

ers all their hopes. 

FHortenſia alone was exempt from La- 

entation ; lefs importunate with Hea- 
"Fen to preſerve her, than ſubmitting and 


Wcligning herfelf to irs Will ; But it had de- 


reed ſhe ſhould viſit Emgland. She land- 
(GF there, and in a ſhort time came fatc 

London. 

All People had a great curioſity to ſee 

ft But the Ladies had a greater Al- 
pm at her Arrival. 


The E-g/i/þ who were in poſſeſſion of 


WW Empire of Beauty ſaw It loſt,not with- 
| great regret, to a ſiranger ; and 'tis 
On natura! 


202 , A Pancgyrick 


natural to be ſenſibly concerned for th: 
lofs of the ſweeteſt of all Vanities. 

$o conſiderable an intereſt was the or. 
ly thing in the World that could unit 
them, Old Enemies were reconciled 
thoſe that were indifferent now begin 
to viſit one another, and Friends link! 
themſelves more firictly together than 
before. This was the firſt Confpir; 
I+ beheld in England. A Conſpiracy x 
fatal to the Beauty of /ortenſta, as the 
the latter was to the Arms ot the King 
of France. bo 

Theſe Confederates very well foreſay 
their Misfortune, but not being willing 
_ fo advance it, they prepared to detent 
an Intereſt, which was dearer to the 
than that of their Country. 

Hortenſia had nothing to defend he 
but her Charms, and her Virtues, Th 
was enough to make her apprehenſive c 
nothing. 

After ſhe had kept her Chamber ſomt 
time, leſs to recover herſelf from tit 
Fatigues of her Journey , than to Nai! 
her habirs made, ſhe appear'd at Whiteha/ 


Fair Beauties of Whitehall gzve way, 
Hortenſia d#s her Charms diſplay. 
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She comes, ſhe comes ! Reſign the day, 
She muſt reign, and you oley. 


from that day they never diſputed the 
rize with her in publick : But they 
ried on a ſecret War againſt her with- 
n doors; where all ended either in pri- 
ac Injuries which never arrived to her 
owledge, or 1n vain Murmurs which 
Nc deſpiſed. | 
The World now beheld an extraordi- 
ary turn. Thoſe that were the moſt 
olently tranſported againſt her were the 
rſt that imitated her. They would dreſs 
nd apparel themſelves like her : but this 
25 neither her dreſs nor habit. For Nu 
r Perſon gave a new Grace to every LP-17 
ling ſhe wore, and thoſe that endea- 13h 
vured to take up her Air and her 
els, wanted the principal thing, her | 
rfon. x 
One m:ght ſay of her what was ſaid 
the late Madam, 4/1) the World imitates 
r, and no. one reſembles ber. 
As for what regarded the Men , ſhe 
ade SubjeCtsof all thoſe judicious Perſons 
at beheld her. They were only Men 
i]! Palates and worſe wit, that could 
1d the Remainder of their Liberty 
againſt 
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againit her ; Happy 1n the Conquelts f 
made” more happy 1n thoſe ſhe did ng 
make | 

Horten/:a no ſooner arriv d to any pla 
out ſhe eſtabliſhed a Houie there, whis 
cauſed the reſt to be abandoned. Th 
greateſt Freedom in the World wa; x 
be ſeen there, and an equal Difcretig 
every one was more commodiouſlly trez 
ed there than at home, and more reſpes 
fully than ar Court. 

'Tis true they diſpute often there, hu 
then it is with more Knowledge thi 
Heat ; *tis not done out of a »pirit df 
Contradiction, but fully to diſcover the 
Mattcrs in agitation : rather to animate 
Converſation than to exaſperate 1t. 

The Playing there is very anconli., 
rable, *tis the Diverſion only that make; 
the Play. You can neither diſcover ! 
their faces the fear of loſing, nor a con 
cern for what is loſt. Some of then 
are ſo far diſintereſted, that they are rc 
proach'd with rejoicing at their ownlo 
ſing, and afflicting themſelves at thel 
winning, | 

Play 1s follow'd by the beſt Repaſts 
the World. One may there ſee every thin 


that comes from France for-the delicate 
| | | 4nd 
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1 all that comes from the Zrdies for 
» curious ; and the Common Meats be- 
ame rare by the exquiſite Sawces which 
- beſtowed upon them. 

Tis not a Plenty which may cauſe a 
iſipation to be feared ; 'tis not Fruga- 
y that ſhews either Avarice or Pe- 
ry. 

They do not here love an Oeconomy 
geard and ſullen, that contents it ſelf 
rely with ſatisfying the neceſſities of 
ik, and affords nothing to the Pleaſure 
it, They love a good order that fur- 
es every that can be deſired, and 
ut wiſely manages the uſe of it, ſo that 
thing may be wanting. 
"here 1s certainly nothing fo well 
,.ated as this Family. But 7ortenſra 
uſes throughout the whole I do not 
0w what ſort of an eaſy air. Some- 
ng free and natural that conceals the 
miniſtration of it. One would conclude 
t things moved of themſelves, ſo ſe- 
t 1s the ordering of them, and fo diffi- 
[to be perceived. 

Let Fortenfia change her Lodgings , 
Mancan know whether ſhe has chang- 
oF tem. The difference of places is in- 
eW'ible. Wherever ſhe goes we fee no- 
1d thing 
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thing but her; and if we fee her, 1 
ſee every thing. The Novelty, the 41 
ration is not tov be perceived. She alolf 
attracts our Eyes, and employs them. 

Here no Viſits are made, prope] 
ſpeaking. Theſe .Devours and Reſpe 
to any one but her are mere ſlave 
The moſt regular Viſitants ſecretly 
proach themſelves for ſtealing from 
the time of looking after her Fami 
They never come-ſoon enough, and q 
ver depart late enough. They go to b 
with the Regret to have quitted her, a 
they: riſe with the defire to behold 
afreſh. 

But how great is the uncertainty 
our human condition ! At the time w 
Hortenfia ſeemed to enjoy her Healou 
the beſt; at the time when ſhe innoceWne 

ly enjoy'd all the pleaſure which Incl 
tion defires, and Reaſon does not pro 
bit ; that ſhe taſted the Sweetnels 
ſee herſelf beloved and eſteemed by 
the World ; that thoſe Ladies who 
oppoſed themſelves to her eſtabliſhme 
were charmed by her Converlatio 
that ſhe had as it were extinguiſhed i 
love in the Soul of her Friends, ©'WM 
one expreſling the ſame kind Sentinas 
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ir her, which It 15 natural to have for 
« felf : At the time when the moſt 
wely of the fair Sex forbore to con- 
nd with her Beauty - :::ac Envy had 
\nccaled itieli in rtie bottom of their 
Jearts, that all repining againſt her was 
ivate, Or appeared ridiculous as ſoon as 
x begun to appear. At this happy time 
n extraordinary indiſpoſition ſeizes her, 
id we were upon the point to loſe her, 
 ſpight of all her Charms, in ſpight of 
our Admiration, and Love. 
You were juſt a periſhing, Zortenſia, 
xd ſo were we. You through the vi- 
ence of your pains, we through that of 
r affliction. But 1t was more: than be- 
gs ſimply afflicted. We felt all that 
ou did, and were ſick as you were. Your 
qual moments ſometimes carried you 
the brink. of Death ; and ſometimes 
called you to life. We were ſubject to 
l the Accidents of your Sickneſs, and 
know how it fared with you, it was 
t at all neceſſary to cnquire after your 
ealth. We needed only to obſerve in 
lat ſtate we our ſelves were. 
 Praifed be that univerſal diſpenſer of 
20d and evil; praiſed be Heaven that 
& reſtored you to our Vows, and given . 


you 


ITE 
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you again to your ſelf. : Behold you a; 


living, and ſo are we; but we have 
as yet recovered the cruel fright th; 
this danger gave us , and a cruel | 
{till remains behind, which makes us my 
lively conceive what muſt one day bei; 
you. 

Nature will deſtroy this beauteous F; 
brick, which it has taken fo much pain 
to frame. Nothing can cxempt 1t jron 
that lamentable Law to which we are ; 
ſubject. 

She who was ſo viſibly diſtinguithe 
from others during her life, will be con 
founded with the meaneſt at her deat 

And do you then complain, you th: 
have only an ordinary Genius, a co 
mon Merit, or an indiflerent Beauty, 
you complain that you muſt dy ? Don 
murmur, 1njuſt as ye are, Hortenſta Wil 
dy like you. A time will come ( On th; 


this infortunate time would never come 


when we may fay of this Miracle. 


She's now reſolu d to common Clay, 
She that did Beauty's Empire ſway: 
Fate, cruel Fate would have it /0, 
Fate that governs all below. 


—_— "CO OS 
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Naw oulgar Souls leara to reſign your 
Breath, 


n my opinion a Funcral Oration ought 
:to end -withour leaving ſome Conto- 
0n to the Auditors. After we have 
wn their Tears for 2 Perſon who has 


party deceaſcd is 1n heaven, that the 
4 of 11s Happineſs may form 1h us 
e Sentiments of Joy. 

Let us pais, ler us pais irom Grief to 
aſure, we have already wept becauſe 


us now rejoycec to behold her Iving. 
r Sovereign 15 well. What can be 
ater? What can we defire more ? 

There are but tew Reigns which we 
not glad to ſee finiſhed. The lighteſt 
uns are heavy to thoſe that bear 
m. They appear 'eatie to none but 
Ic taat wear them not. Your Reign, 
Kam, ſtill continues, and we with it 
7 continue for ever. Your Subjects find 


al, There 15 not one of them but 
upon his Liberty at the greateſt 
Wortune, 


And 1n/thout MUFMUTIEE ſabmit to Death, 


ted the World. Tis uſual to tell them. 


ay /Zorten/ta upon the point to dye. 


nlelves happy under your Govern- 


F—_—_———— 
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Set us rejoyce, our Sovereign 1s living 
and we live. To live 1s the chiet 
hamane Bleſſings ; and to live for her: 
the chief of them. *Tis the ſweeteſt anc 
the beſt uſe we can make of our Lit 
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By Mr. Brown. 


Very one knows that the' greateſt 
part of Men condemn Epzcurus , 
and reject his Doctrine, not only 
nworthy X a Philoſopher, but what 
bre ſevere, as dangerous to the Come 


an becomes vicious from the very 
vent he declares himſelf one of his 
ples; that his Opinions are dire&t- 
P 2 RR. 


-wealth : They ſolemnly declare that 
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ly contrary to good manners, ang-th 
they cover his Name with all Nag 
ble Scandal and Injamy. 
Notwithſtanding all this, the $:1; 
who, were his greateſt Enemies, ney 
treated him 1o ull : they combated 
Hypotheſis, but never invaded his Re 
tation ; and the Books they have | 
us plainly diſcover in abundanec of p| 
ces the ſingular Eſteem and Ripe! th 
had for him. 
From whence then proceeds this cxt 
ordinary difference ? and wiiy dontt \ 
rather follow tlie opinion of the wi 
It 1s an eaſie matter to give tie tr 
Reaſon of it, which 1s, that we cont 
as they do. We don't vouciiſalc to | 
torm our ſelves of any thing, bur bin 
Iy adhere to what is told 11s : witli 
inſtructing our ſelves in the nature 
things we judge thoſe to be tlic 11 
have the moſt Examples, an 1. yr 


eſt Crowd of Admirers; we dint to! 


Reaſon, but only the re{emblances 
We ſtifly retain pur Errors becauſe i! 
are countenanced iy thofe of other 
We rather chuſe ta believe implicitly t 
to put our ſcives to the eXPCrice. 01 Juc 
ing”; and are fo ſtrangely injuſt 3s 

conciu 
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Jude, that the Antiquity of an Opi- 
1 is 2 ſufficient Title to authoriſe us 
1-fend it, even in defiance to reafon it 
| his, -in ſhort, is one of the Cauſes 
it has made Fpicurns fall into the pub- 
« Haired, aua hasprevail d with almoſt 
; generality - of Mankini to cſcard 
n out of the number of 'Philofophers. 
have condermry'd him without con- 
ending to know hum, we have banitlyd 
without hearing him {peak tor him- 
F. nay we have deny'd him the juſtice 
pain his own Sentiments. 


0 indeed the mot plauſible Pretence 
t Men have had to deſpiſe his Bo- 
ne, has been the Lrregular i1je. of 
ſje Libertines, who as they abuſed the 
me of this Philoſopher, to they have 
ed the Reputation of .his Se<t. 
hefe People have recommended their 
In Vices under the reputation - of his 
dom ; they have corrupted his Do- 
nc by their ll Manners, and came 
1n vaſt Numbers to his Party, only 
auſe they underſtopd that Yleaſure 
S mightily commended by them. 


All 


But after all,- in my Opinion the cluef 
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All the Miſchief is, that they we 
not know what this Pleaſure Was, : 
whar theſe Praiſes meant ; that they « 
x themſelves with his Name in 
neral ; that they have made it ſerve, 
Veil to their Debauchertes : and that t 
quoted the Authority of ſo great a 
to jupport the Diſorders of their 
90 that inſtead of profiting by the { 
Counſels of this Philoſopher, or 
cting their vitious Inclinattons in 
School, they have loſt the only g 
quality they had left them, and that 
the ſhame of ſinning, 
They have arrived to ſuch a pitc! 
to coinmend thole very Actions tl 
biuſhed at formerly; rhey take a Þ 
in thoſe Vices they had the Diſcre 
| to conceal before ; and at lait without 
leaſt remorſe or ſhame, they blindly 
lowed the Pleaſure they brought al 
with them, and not that which he vw 
have taught them. 
In the mean time the World has Þ 
judgment by theſe Appearances, a0 
ſerving that a ſort of People who G 
_ themſelves Philoſophers, were extrel 
debauched , that they made a pu 
Profeſſion of their Crimes, that th#) 
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ied Epicurus to authoriſe their Idleneſs , 
heir Impurity, and their Lewdnefſs, they 
made no difficulty to pronounce the Do- 
3ineof this Philoſopher to be pernicious, 
1nd to compare his Diſciples to-the un- 
cleaneſt Animals in nature. 


mn n—picr de grege porct. 


The Afﬀairs of Fpicurus had been in 
1 very 11] condition 1f ſome difintereſted 
ferſens had not taken cate to do him ju- 
tice ; and freed themſelves from the pre- 
judices of the Multitude, : whoſe: Opini- 
0ns are g2neally oppoſite to thoſe of the 
wiſe. 

for ſome generous Perſons have been 
ound, who have throughly informed 


living; who ſcorning to be determined 
oy the common Beliet, have penetrateq 
arther into the matter, and atter a duc 
Inquiry have produced very authenticlc 
Teſtimonies both of the Probity of his 
Perſon, and the Purity. of his Doctrine. 

Theſe Gentlemen have publiſhed in the 


5 ſevere as the Virtue of the: Szoicks, and 
lat a Man who had a mind to be as de- 


temielves of this Philoſopher's way of 


ace. of the World, that his Pleaſure was 


4 bauched 


_ - 
- "_— 
NE as EE OOO 


216 FReflections upon the 


bauched as Epicurns , mult alfo for his 
Comfort te as ſober as Zens. 

And to fay the truth, it 1s highly 
credible that a Man to whom his Cour, 
try crected ſeveral Statues ; whoſe Friend; 
inbabited all the Cities of Greece ; wh 
loved the worſhip of the Gods, and the 
Proſperity of his Country; who was c:; 
brated for his Ptety to his Parents, hy 
Liberality to His Brothers, and his fwe 
Carriage to his Slaves ; whoſe Modeſty 
hindred him from -medling with Stat 
Aftairs,and whoſe ordinary Suſtenance\,; 
nothing but Bread and Water : It is hg} 
ly incredible, | fay, that ſucha Man ſho! 
ever give Precepts of Debauchery, or tcac 
his Diſciples the Practice of thoſe Vice 

which he naturally abhorrcd. 

' On the contrary, as if this cxclicnt 
Perſon had been apprehenſive, tit tl 
Title he gave his Philoſophy might t 
ſo far abuſed as to encourage wicked IN 
ciinations; ard that Men ur aiter gt 
might calumniate this Pleaſure, whert! 
he placed the Sovereign good : as tt I 
| had foreſeen the unjuſt Averſion of tit 
following Ages, and the Irregularitics 0 
ſome Libertines that would abuſe his Us 
frine; he took care himſelf to make 2! 

ot | _ Apoleg 
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ology for it, and fatisfied the World, 
Mt the Pleaſure he ſpeaks of was au- if] 
ere and {OÞEr. | | wu 
| an not -{o vain as to believe that Wl 
ny bare Word will be taken for this, Wilt 
1d therefore will produce one of his Let- [ny 
15, wherein ary one May. be able to read +1 
i. trug Sentiments. It 1s addreſicd to Sill 
ne Herecers, and now pray obſerve af= | | 
eg what manner. he explains himſelf. YO 
A/though, my dear Meneccus, we ſay | 
at Pleaſure is the end of Man, we would | 
j nm» areans be ſuppoſed to ſreak of infa- | 
we lewd Plenſures that proceed from In- 4214 
micerazce arid Senſuality. This ill Tnfe- - 
Fice Ca only be wade br thoſe Perſons who \} 
re nholly ignorant of our Precepts , or elſe + 
mbat them ; who abſolutely rejett them, or -* 
rvert the true. meaning of them — + Hf 
By this ſingle Fragment one may per kf} 
wc how carctul he was to preſerve the Bl 
nocence of his Doctrine againſt Calume Fi 
r and Jgnorance ; that he well foreſaw .: 
txt only theſe two things were capable | 
bdecry 1t ; and in effect, as we have al- 
ay obſerved, they have ruined his Re- 
ation with the greateſt part of the 


# 


cid. 
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_ His Life, as fober and innocent xx ; 
was, could not eſcape cenſure, or fry 
him from an infinite number of Lies an 
Invectives: But thoſe that have writts 
Ic atrer having recounted the ſeveral (; 
Iumnies of his Enemies, have immedi 
ly rejuted them ; and at the fame tin 
that they publiſhed our Philoſophers, Hi 
ftory, have likewiſe publiſhed his 4polop 

AS 1t is not my Deſign to enterty 
you with a Narrarion of his Actions, h 
only to defend I1is Pleaſure, I ſhall ſen 
you back to Diogenes Laertius for th 
Account of his Life ; and ſhall content m 
felt to Philoſophize upon .the nature 
this Pleature, that. has created him | 
many Enemies ; and examine whether | 
5 of ſach x hainous Character, that « 
ought tc caſhier. thoſe Perſons from th 
number of honeſt Men that detend ar 
follow it. 

To live according to Nature, and nit 
feel any Pain, is what Epicurus calls liv! 
voluptuouſly. Now I am of opinion, ! 
there is nothing in this that deſerves 
be condemned; that ſuch a Life as tl 
does not merit cenſure ; that no Repul 
lick in the World was ever ſo {evere 

| te diſapprove it, 
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To live according to Nature 1s to fol- 
low right Reaſon. The bounds ſhe pre- 
(cribes us are thoſe of Innocence. There 
;s nothing in her but . what 1s equitable 
2nd equal. 

'Tis not along of her that Avarice 
came into the World. She 1nduſtriouſly 
conceal'd Gold in the entrails of the vi- 
leſt Element, and we have dug it from 
thence. 

She is not the cauſe of that Ambition 
that torments us; ſhe brings us all equal 
no the World,. and fo ſhe takes us out 
of it. | | 

We don't diiter one from another, any 
arther. thin we corrupt her. Do you 
think it 1s (he that excites us to Pleaſures ? 


all manner of Extravagancies 1n Heaven, 
that ſo they might ſin with Authority , 
and who have repreſented Jupiter weak 
and vitioyus, out of a deſign to copy. a 


never guilty of the Preſumprtien to do it. 
They have preſerved iss Purity whole 
and entire ; and in deſcribing her Age, 
nzvenot taken notice of the Luxury that 
vcame ſo rampant in the following ones. 


The Poets them{elves that have lodged . 
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God 1n their own irregular Lives, were 
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Hear what they ſay, and they yi! 
tell you, that Acorns were then the nou. 
riſhment of Mankind,that Rivers quench'4 
their Thirſt, that they dwelt in C aVes, 
that they had no Apparel to defend them 
from the Cold, and that they followed 
Nature an atl their Actions. 

| know very well, that things did not 
paſs after this manner, and that the firſt 
{nhabitants of the earth never lived in 
this ſtrange .hmplicity , which 1s more 
proper to the ſtupidity of Beaits, than 
the politeneſs of Men. . The Poets Rave 
carried Matters too far, but their mean- 
ing was, that our Extravagancics don't 
proceed from Nature, that the never re- 
commended them to us, that it is not 


ſhe which fays, 


Ales Phaſtacis petita Colchis, 
Atque Afrg Volucres placent palato 
Vuod non ſunt faciles, | 


That ſhe did not invent vain gawdy E 
J1UPages, purple Habits, and a long train 

Lacqueys; and 1n fine, that it 15 we 
Ne abuſe the Gifts of Heaven, and the 
Advantages we have over the reſt of 
the Creation, 


Þ 
- 
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"What then can be the meaning of li- 


ving according to Nature? muſt we ab- 
(ain trom thoſe things ſhe has made us 
Maſters of? | dom't pretend that, but am 
rather inclin d to believe, we ought to 
make uſe of them, provided it be done 
purſuant to the Dictates of Nature. 

We ought to uſe theſe things after 
ſuch a manner, that we may ecfily part 


wth them ;*we ought to be Maſters of 


tliem, and not Slaves to them; we ought 
nor impatiently defire to atrain them , 
nor tO abaadon our ſelves to defplir up- 
0n the 7 oſs of them. Let us quietly 
enjoy them as occaſion ſerves, but not 
arch afrer ther with inquietude and 
Pain, po | 

There 1s no condition that does not 
it well uporr a wife Man. For this rea- 
lon [ ſhall never quarrel with a Philo- 
lbpher for living in a Palace, but hall 
a the ſame time not excuſe him if he 
ant coritent himſelf with a Cottage. | 
tall not be ſcandalized to beho!d him- in 


te apparel of Kings, provided he has not 


litir Ambition. 

Let Ariſtippus poſleſs the riches of Cre- 
#4, 1t matters not ; he will throw them 
Way as ſoon as they incommode him, 
| No nts Let 
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Let Prato ſic down at the Table »f 
Diony{1us the Tyrant. Sometimes he wil] 
eat nothing but Olives. 

We don't at all blame the poſſeſſion 
Riches ; we only condemn thoſe Perſon 
that are mere Slaves to their wealth. 

Poverty of 1t felt will never make us 
wiſe ; it may indeed render us uncaps- 
ble of committing certain Diſorders, but 
then there are others which it cannot 
remedy. 

The ſordid cating of the C YHICS 1d nw- 
ther contribute to their Tranquility, nor 
to their Modeſty. 

Ambition follow'd Dzogenes into iis 
Tub'; and there it was he had the Pre- 
ſumption to command Alexander the 
proudeſt of all Men. | 

All external Accidents will become 1n- 
different to us, if we have moderation ot 
Soul ; that 1s, if we are- wiſe, and foilow 
the Dictates of Nature. 

' I own *ts harder to' follow them in 
abundance than in neceſſity ; and that 

our Moderation has much leſs to appre- 

| hend from the mileries of Adverſity, t121 
the ſnares of Plenty : But then 'tis inf 

nitely more glorious to ſurmount them, 

and the loſs of falſe Joys does only © 

comme! 
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mmend to us the Poſſe{ſion of ſolid ones. 
A Man does but faintly, if at all, relith 
ut Felicity which coſts him nothing , 
xd for which he's obliged to mere 
ance. It 1s neceſſary that Wiſdem 
ould give 1t us: nay ſomctimes it is 
ceſſary that Pain -1tfelf ſhould lead us 
) Pleaſure. 

One that enters the Liſts at the O7ym- 
Games with a deſign to fight, in 
ſe no body offers to appear againſt him, 
ay well enough be crowned , but for 
is does not deſerve the Title of Vi 
orious. _ 
Storms and Tempeſts give Reputati- 
1 to Pilots. Had the Chaſtity of Pene- 


je been never put to the Proof, it might 


ve been ſaid of her, that ſhe wanted 
allants to debauch her. RT as 

Let us not therefore fly the World : 
t us not abandon the Courr ; let . us 
it hide our ſelves in a Defart , from 


ence Philoſophy drew the firſt Men. 


t us poſſeſs Riches, let us not refule to 
ter upon publick Offices. If we are 
ile, we ſhall enjoy theſe things without 
& leaſt danger ; we hall ſteer ſafely by 
le Rocks, we ſhall behold all theſe 


bedts with an indifferent eye. And 


it 
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if they are taken from us, we ſhall te(; 
fie to all the World, by our not caſtin 
our Eyes back upon them, that we delpig 
them, and that we were-never wed4cd t 
them. F 
[tis ſcanvalous 'tor a wife Man ty In 
and to be ſubdued by - his j3etires, wid 
as they are not 11 revity according t 
Nature, ſo they can boatt of n» othe 
Credit, than what the depraved Opinig 
of Mankind beſtows upon them. 
I have thus in part explained whereu 
the Pleaſure of the Fprcuroas con 
what it 1s they mean by living up t 
Nature, in ſhort what their Do-irinean 
true Sentiments are. Let us now conli 
 der_ whether this Opinion deſerves thi 
hatred of Mankind, or whether we hay 
any reaſon to ridicale it,” Let us cxamin 
whether this Pleaſure favours Nebauche 
ry and Exceſs, or whether any thing u 
the World can be more fovLer and ca 
than it. YT, | 
If you enquire of Fpicurus what It 
to live voluptuouſly , he will anſwer ti 
it 1s to diſengage our ſelves from too \ 
yoo a purſuit of Riches, to reſiſt al 
uppreſs evil Defires,to contemn Honou 


to make our ſelves Maſters of Fortune 
: "_ al 


p, 
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ins Word, to enjoy an abſolute and 
interrupted Peace a d repoie of mind. 


All his Precepts centre here, fruc {:n- 
re Pleaſure 1s only to be found h-re ; 
1 in eftett we ought on'y to [ch 
r here, ; not in a brutal fatisja*tion of 
Senſes, nor in any violent emoti- 
of the Appetites. 
[t is too pure to depend wholly upon 
Body ; Reafon 15 both the Miireſs 
| Rule of 1t, the Senſes are only its 
rvants: and therefore Whatever 1iaigh- 
dehghts we may expect to find in 
9d eating, or 1n the Pleaſures of the 
£ or in Perfumes and Muſick, yet if 
don't come to theſe things with a 
mneſs and Tranquillity of ou], we 
| find our ſelves miſerably diſappoint- 
: we ſhall abuſe our minds with a falſe 


7, and embrace a Phantom, a mere ap- 


ance of Pleafure for Pleaſure itſelf. 


Lonſume:, 1f you are ſo minded, all 


odoriferous Wood of Arabia the Hap- 


 fevel 1n the arms of Yexus, feed up- 


Nectar and Ambroſia, enjoy all the 


alures that the mofl fruitful Poet ever 
med in his Imagination. All this will 


EFreate Vexation and Bitterneſs, 1 
el the ,leaſt Inquietude within ; 


Q. and 
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and our Melancholy will force us to con 
plain in the midſt of theſe ſweet Ente 
tainments. 

I will give you an Example of th 
that ſhall fully convince you how in 
poſſible it is for a Man to reliſh Pleaſ 
when his Mind is diſturbed. 

You have without queſiion read oft 
mighty Feaſt which 7rge!//mus made þ 
Nero, and therefore may recall this pre 
ſcene of Intemperance into your memo 
the Luxury and Fame of which' make 
little noiſe even in our times. In all : 
pearance it was the greateſt Effort that 
moſt exceſſive Prodigality, joyned tot 
moſt exquiſite Niceneſs, could make ; 
ſhort, it was impoſſible for ſenſuality 

_ advance a ſtep beyond it- Agri} 
Pond was more choſen to be the oc 
of this extraordinary Feaſt, it was i 
on board a moſt magnificent Veſſel, wi 
being drawn by an infinite number 
others ſeem'd to move inſenſibly. 
thefe Veſſels were curiouſly inriched 
Gold and Ivory ; the Rowers were 10 
ny beautiful Boys, or to ſpeak better, 

many Cupids or Gods of Love. 
Ocean furniſhed this Entertainment " 
Fiſh; and the ſeveral Provinces 4 
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er Diſhes. Not to be tedious, the great 
lenty of it was only to be matched with 
+ extreme choiceneſs of the Proviſions. 
wt ſpeak of the infamous Houſes ere- 
:4on the banks of this Pond, that were all 
[d with Ladies of Quality. I don't ſpeak 
{the Courtifans that were here beheld 
aked. The Night itſelf contributed to 
i; Pleature of this Debauch ; its Dark- 
ſs was overcome by an infinite number 


ſturbed with the harmony of ſeveral 
onſorts. 

Would you now know whether Nero 
wk pleaſure 1n all theſe things, and whe- 
hier he parted from the Banquet ſatisfied 
1dcontent 2 You need only conſider with 
jour ſelf that he carried the remembrance 
i tis Crimes, and the remorſe of his 
ſcience about him. Having done this, 
foul ſoon conclude that Deſpair accom- 
anied him, that he ſuffered as much as 
& greateſt Criminal, and that although 
ls outſide carried the ſhew of a Triumph, 
Fet 20 _ acting a terrible Tragedy in 
IS Soul. 

[f he felt any Joy 'twas that of frantick 
«ons ; he owed his Pleaſure to his Fury 


Q 2 or 


pire with a prodigious variety of o- 


{[[luminations ; and its Silence agreably 
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or his Drunkenneſs, and was no long 
happy than he was abandoned by jy 
Reaſon. 

I ſay the ſame thing of tnoſe Sots th 
accompanied him; for I cannot beliey 
that either Sexeca, or Thraſeas Patus, , 
Bareas Soranus, who lived up to Natur 
amidſt the univerſal corruption of thei 
Age, were in the number of his Gueſ; 
without doubt he had none but (ud 
whom a Life full as irregular as his oy: 
made him love ; who adviſed him to all hj 
Crimes. who were the Executors of then 
and before whom he might not be obli 
ged to luſh. 

A Herd of ſuch profligate Wretcic 
never aſpired to true Happineſs ; the 
was not one wife Man in the whole Com 
pany ; now Pleaſure has no influence 0 
Minds that are corrupted and ſpoiled witt 
all ſorts of Debauchery and Exceſs. 


= —Quemvis medi erue twt 
Aut ob avaritiam, ant miſerd ambitio 
 laborat. 
Hic nuptarum inſanit amoribus, hic | 
rorum. 


ll 


[f 
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| ſhort, they lay open to all thoſe Paſſi- 
1 that diſturb the Peace of the Soul, 
1d conſequently were not 1n a conditi- 
1 toreliſh the Pleaſure we ſpeak of. 
| could with that Fpicuras had been pre- 
it at this Aſſembly, and declared his 
pinion in the face of the World. I am 
nident he would have ſpoke the truth 
fore Nero himſelit ; that he would never 
we dreaded Death, which was looked 
on by him to be a thing indifferent, 
d an1 apt to imagine he would have 
plncd himfſelt atcer this manner : Oh 
firtunate Prince ! how SFrangely art thou 
fituated to believe, that P leaſure conſiſts 

Intemperance, which is as far removed 
m all Fxceſs, as thou art from the true 
ity of Life. Thou draggeſt thy miſery 
1 thee wherever thou goeſt, and in ſpight 
a thy endeavours, tou art not able to 
haſe one moments repoſe from thy Conſei- 
rt, Load thy Tables with the moſt exqui- 
 Dainties that were ever eaten, drink 
e moſt genero 5s Wines that Greece and 
W can afford ; and after this wallow in 
the moſt abomiuable P arieties of Luxury 
C Incontinence. Thou wilt find nothing 
re that can ſatisfie thee, and when thy 
ly r5 ſurfeited with them, tiy mind will 


230 Reflections upon the 


ftill be upon the ſearch after Pleafure,' Th, 
are not the things that render Life happy 
it is Prudence only which cauſes the $(, 
reign good ; which will teach thee to re 
late thy defires according to Nature, ; 
in ths regular ſtate thou wilt find what th 
wilt never be able to find in theſe Dii 
ders. If thou wanteſt any thing cait | 
eyes upon this common Mother, and ſpe y 
grve thee wherewith to content thy ſel 
fily, Art thou thirſty 2 She has carey 
provided Rivers and Fountains in et 
place to quench rt. Art thou hungry : tit 
w no part of the Univerſe ſo barres, h 
thou mayſt meet with Fruits to reliew 
elf : if thou cauſft not be fatisfied witt: t1! 
things, much leſs ſhalt thou ever be ſatis) 
with exceſs. Pleaſure is nothing but a| 
vation of Pain. Conſult thy hunger « 
thirſt, and they will make thee find P 
fare in the ſimplicity of Nature ; and Br 
and Water will ſupply the Place of the 
ceſt Repaſt thou canſt think of, when 
thou haſt need of them, At preſent ' 

art not in this Condition, thou dſt ut 

low thy ſtomach time ta digeſt thy Mei 
thy Intemperance daily lays in a new} 
of Crudities, and haſtens that Death ut 
grves thee ſo many cruel Apprehenſi 
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lu thou fitteſt down at Feaſts without 
huding any pleaſure in them, becauſe thou 
ht commit a violence upon Nature, and force 
4r to obey thy deſires : but know for a cer- 
win truth, that they are contrary to her, 
nd that the Irregularities of thy Body dar- 
» the light of thy Reaſon. Don't imagine 
terefore to find any reliſh in thoſe Pleaſures 
jou propoſeſt to thy ſelf : it is only to be 
und in thoſe that are permitted by Nature. 
ſhe Ambition of ſervants carries them to a 
md longing after Crowns. If they were once 
ings, they would then defire to be the only 
onarchs of the World; and when arrived 


ir Incenſe and Sacrifices. The Fable of the 
ants inſtructs us, that Earth has preſu- 
ed to diſpute the Pre-eminence with Fea- 
er, Tis the fame in all other wild diſors 
terly deſires : No one is happy but the Per- 
'm that knows how to regulate them; and 
u this can be done by no one but a wiſe 
lan, whoſe peculiar Talent it is, ſo it only 
elongs to him to command the Univerſe. 
e, and only he, can extratt Pleaſure from 
ul things ; he alone uſes theſe delights with 
wWriety, and deſpiſes them even while he 
weſſes them, As for thee, who diſhonour- 
the race of Auguſtus, and who art the 


_— infamy 


1 that heighth they would be calling out . 
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ftill be upon the ſearch after Pleafure.' T1, 
are not the things that render Life baphy 
it is Prudence only which cauſes the $;, 
reign good ; which will teach thee t, re 
late thy defires according to Nature, ; 
in thy regular ſtate thou wilt find what 1 
wilt never be able to find in theſe Dj 
ders. If thou wanteſt any thing cat 1 
eyes upon this common Mother, and ſhe y 
grve thee wherewith to content thy ſelf t 
fily., Art thou thirfly 2 She has cart 
provided Rivers and Fountains in et 
place to quench rt. Art thou hungry : the 
w no part of the Univerſe ſo barres, | 
thou mayſt meet with Fruits to reliew 
ſelf : if thou canſt not be ſatisfied with t 
things, much leſs ſhalt thou ever be ſatis 
with exceſs. Pleaſure is nothing but a 
vation of Pain. Conſult thy hunger i 
thirſt, and they will make thee find Pl 
fare in the fimplicity of Nature ; aud Br 
and Water will ſupply the Place of the 
ceſt Repaſt thou canſt think of, when 

thou haft need of them. At preſent ' 

art not in this Condition, thou dſt nt 

low thy ſtomach time ta digeſt thy Mei 
thy Intemperance daily lays in a new} 
of Crudities, and haſtens that Death vt 
grves thee ſo many cruel Apprehev|i 
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Thu thou fitteſt down at Feaſts without 


ht commit a violence upon Nature, and force 
'r to obey thy defires : but know for a cer- 
win truth, that they are contrary to her, 
ind that the Irregularities of thy Body dar- 
mn the light of thy Reaſon.” Dowr imagine 
terefore to find any reliſh in thoſe Pleaſures 
tou propoſeſt to thy ſelf : it is only to be 
und in thoſe that are permitted by Nature. 
ſhe Ambition of ſervants carries them to a 
md longing after Crowns. If they were once 
ings, they would then defire to be the only 
lmarchs of the World ; and when arrived 


ir Incenſe and Sacrifices. The Fable of the 
ants inſtructs us, that Earth has preſu- 
ed to diſpute the Pre-eminence with Fea- 
tw Tis the ſame in all other wild diſor- 
terly deſires : No one is happy but the Per- 
'm that knows how to regulate them; and 
u this can be done by no one but a wiſe 
lay, whoſe peculiar Talent it is, ſo it only 
Klongs to him to command the Univerſe. 
e, and only he, can extratt Pleaſure from 
ul things ; he alone uſes theſe delights with 
triety, and deſpiſes them even while he 
wſeſſes them, As for thee, who diſhonoar- 
! the race of Auguſtus, and who art the 
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infamy of Mankind , over whom the Jy; 
nation of the Gods has placed thee : do 1; 
thou wilt, thou wilt be always miſeral|, 
thou wilt always carry thy Tormenters al, 
thee : thou wilt never free thy ſelf one w 
mute from the horrors of thy Conſcience, ay 
in the midſt of the Regale thou wilt not ta 
one drop of Wine, which ſhall not repreſe 
td thy Tmagination the Blood of thoſe In 
cents, that thy Cruelty has ſhed. 
Behold, unleſs I am miſtaken,what Fji 
curus wonld have faid upon this occaſ\ 
Behold how he would have juſtified h; 
Philoſophy ; behold how he would hay 
reprimanded the Vices of the Emperou 
But ſince it 1s utterly impoſſible th: 
the Mind, which is the Jadge of Pleaſure 
ſhould perte&Mly reliſh it , if the Bod) 
whoſe Miniſtry it uſes, does languiſh u 
der any torment ; Epicurus teaches, tit 
all privation of bodily pain, as well: 
that of the mind, 1s neceſſary towarc 
the confummation of that ſovereign Godt 
which he calls Pleaſure. | 
And to fay the truth, there is fo 
mediate a Communication between ! 
Mind and the Fleſh, that it is very il 
cult to ſeparate their Pleaſures and tit 


Suffering, It is hard to comprehend ho 
f 
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e Soul can be perfe&tly happy, while 

jiſcaſes afflict 1ts Companion the Body : 

ow it can think of Joy whilſt the vio- 

ace of pain extorts Complaints from it, 

;how it can be ſenſible of Pleaſure, whilſt 

s preſent at all thoſe Places where the 

{poſition rages. 

Let the Szozcks boaſt as long as they 

aſe of the inſenſtbility of their wiſe 
an, and of this rigorous Virtue that 
wghs at Pain. When they come once 

) the ſuffering part, they'll find that 
ar Body 1s by no means of this Opi- 
on, and that although theſe Diſcourſes 
re really magnificent and loity, yet for 
| that they are neither to be reconci- 
I to Nature, nor to Truth. 

[will not juſtifie this Propoſition by the 
mples of the generality of their Phi- 
Jlophers, 1 will not cite any name which 
f may have the leaſt Pretence to re- 
(t, nor urge any Man upon them whoſe 
tuve may be called in queſtion: Her- 
& alone ſhall aſſert the truth of what 
ave delivered. 

This Hercules, who is reckoned among? 
t Gods, whom ſo many Exploits ha; 
de immortal, and whom the Stoi-i:s 
ve choſe for a perfect model of tt tir 
Streng.' 
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Strength and Wiſdom, Let us a lit, 
refle& upon the dying behaviour of thi 
Heroe, and conſider the laſt Aon; , 
his Life. Without doubt this invincih| 
Man will depart out of the World, 
he came into it, by doing ſomething hy 
roical and great. To be ſure he'll ng 
let a ſyllable drop from him that mz 
diſhonour his mighty Exploits, or ſeem 
unworthy of his former Character. 

We ſhall find our felves extremely mi 
ſtaken if we are of this Opinion. The 
force of his Pain triumphs over his Cou 
rage, his Conſtancy yields to the rape 
of the Poyſon that burns him. He dog 
not only complain, but he weeps, he cries 
he ſtamps, he flings about 


At circum gemunt petrg 
Locrorum, & alta Eubee promontoria 


And by theſe his laſt effets of Rage anc 
Deſpair he quits his life to go and tak 
ns place amongſt the Gads. 

Let the Stoicks therefore come one 
to' our party ; Let them amuſe us 
more with their inſenſibility, let them 
pretend that their wiſe'Man can be hi 


py amidſt his Tortures, and let tht 
— - 
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not deſpiſe pain with their uſual inſolence 1 
ſince they ſee Hercules himſelt could not 
ſupport himſelf under the Preſſure of it. 

But if they anſwer, that the Poet has 
wen guilty of a great Soleciſm in re- 
reſenting Hercules aſter this manner , 
1nd continue to give ' other Relations of 
this Heroe contrary to the Anthority of | 
Books, and the Conſent of the Theatre, | 
Pordonius heretofore one of the Maſters | 
of Cicero, and the greateſt of all the Sto- | 
ks, (for fo this celebrated Diſciple of his 
calls him ) will furniſh us with a notori- 
ous Example, and we ſhall ſee one of the 
trongeſt Pillars of the Porch ſhaken by | 
1 ſlight Indiſpoſition. þ 
The Gout which at laſt attacqued this ſ 
Philoſopher, proved to be the rock on j 
which his Conſtancy ſplit. He com- 1 
Pained of his pain with as much impa- 
lence as any ordinary man would have 
lone: and tho he reproached it by vaunt- " 
ng that all its Efforts ſhould never con- | 
rain him to own that it was an Evil, 
fet he could not forbear to afflict himſelf 
Wh it, to complain of it, and herein 
: teſtified more Opiniatrete than Con- 
lancy and Reaſon. 
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jſt ſeems that Cicero was ſcandalize, 
at, weakneſs of this wife Man, or at ley 
that he was aſtoniſhed at it. 7 bare |. 
held, ſays he, Poſſidonius zhe greateſt 1 
amongſt the Stoicks ſuffer the pains of th 
Gout with as little Reſolution and Brazen 
as my Landlord Nichomachus the Tyrian, 
whom he eiteemed but as an ordinary My, 

And indeed Iam fo far from believing 
that the Felicity of Humane Life is com. 
patible with pain, that I am of Opinion 
it would be the Attion of a wiſe Man 
to quit it, in caſe he were not able to { 
ſuch an uncomfortable Attendant as ſome 
diſtance from hum. And although [ have 
the memory of Mcenas 1n great Ven 
ration, and think that no one qught tc 
mention his Name but with the protound 
eſt reſpe& ; yet I could wiſh, if it were 
poſſible to be done, that ſome Verles 0! 
his were utterly loſt, and that he had ne 
ver inform d us, that he was more ton 
of a wretched Life than (I dont {ay 
Philoſopher ) but a Man of the meanc 
Courage ought to be. 

You cannot offer him Life upon nec 
ſo diſadvantageous Terms, but he readul) 
accepts it. Let him be deformed it #19 


nifies nothing, let him be crooked he ſti 
comio!! 
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zmforts himſelf that he is alive. Let 


he moſt violent Diſeaſes, he is ſtill con- 
ented, if they are not mortal ; and though 
01 ſhould condemn him to the moſt 
rel Death imaginable, yet, by his good 
ll, he would not be brought to quit 


midſt the moſt terrible Puniſhmeats. 


Debilem facito mann, 
Debilem pede, cox, 
Tubber aſtrue gibberum, 
Lubricos quate dentes 

Vita dam ſupereſt, bene eft. 
Hanc mihi vel acuta 

Sz ſedeam cruce, ſuſtine. 


6 effeminacy, no doubt on't, dictated 
kle Verſes to him, whilſt he taſted all 
f pleaſures of Life. He had never ex- 
aumentally known what pain was be- 
&e; and I dare boldly aver, That if he 
liound himſelf in this lamentable Con- 
0n of his own chuſing, he would have 
eſtly deſired Death to rid him of his 
ments. 

by this 'tis an ealy matter to conjec- 


© that Mzcenus was 2 Man of Pleaſure, 
but 


im endure all the united Torments of 


is Life, provided he could ſtill preſerve 
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but not an Epicurean ; ſince thoſe Phils. 
fophers had too elevated a Soul to con. 
deſcend to ſuch ignominious Conditions 
They were leſs apprehenſive of Death thar 
of Pain, and ſometimes renounced Plex 
{ure for the ſake of Pain. 

And the reaſon 1s, That Epicurus very 
well judging that the generality of Mer 
corrupted by the enjoyment of Pleaſure 
and ſuffering themſelves blindly to þ 
hurried on by their Appetites, would nd 
be in a Condition to foreſce the Grit 
and Aﬀlictions,which would be the certa 
conſequences of their irregular Courkes 
And on the other hand, fearing that tl 
love of Eaſe, and an effeminacy of Spur, 
join'd to the fear of Labour and Pa 
would oblige them to be deficient | 
their reſpeCtive Duties, and render the 
inſerviceable in the whole courſe of tix 
Life; he was of opinion that at ſome & 
tain times, when a wiſe Man had ful 
berty to chuſe for himſelf, and notlil 
hindered him to purſue his full Sat: 
tion, he might abandon himſelf to Pl 
ſure, and entirely remove himſelf it 
Pain : But then that there were cc 
conjunCtures, when the bags" of | 

a 


duty, and the neceſſity of affairs, oug| 
1nc 
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incline him not to refuſe Pain, and to re- 
jt Pleaſure. | | 

[t was this generous Maxim that obli- 
ped Cato Vticenſts to dye. For although 
he might have continued fafe upon the 
Ruins of his own Party, and Ceſar would 
have been proud to have given Ium his 
Life : Nevertheleſs the Shame to ſurvive 


the loſs of the publick Liberty, and the 


Infamy of Servitude, would not permit 
this generous Perſon to deliberate, Whe- 
ther he ought to chuſe the Pain of dying 
loriouſly, to avoid the Pleaſure of living 
aſter a manner, which to him ſeem'd un- 
orthy of a Roman. 

[t was this Maxim that obliged Regs- 
w to deliver himſelt into the hands of his 
Enemies, where the cruelty of his Exe- 

tioners was leſs ſenſible to him, than 
ie remorſe for having broke his word 
would have been. 

It was this Maxim, which as it made 
wricius deſpiſe the Treaſures of the King 
= Erirw, fo it made him deſpiſe thoſe 
W'! deſires which attend the poſſeſſion of 
ces, to preſerve the repoſe of his 

1nd, and the chief Pleaſure. 

In fine, it was this Maxim which com- 
Xld Cicero to declaim againſt Anthony, 


and 
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and to devote himſelf for the preſervation 
of the Republick, at a tume when þ, 
might have lived peaceably at his ow 
Houſe, and enjoyed all the eaſe of 1 if 
and the diverſions of Study. | 
There is nothing commendable in the 
World whici cannot be reduced to this 
Maxim ; and whatever Heroic A! jon; 
theſe great Men have gone, you will find 
that it they choſe one Pain 1t was to avid 
a greater ; and on the other hand, it the 
have not practiſed certain Pleaſures, | 
was only to acquire by tius abſtinence; 
others that were more ſatisfactory ane 
ſolid. | 
For to what other cauſe can you aſſy 
their ilſuftrious Actions? Do you imagine 
that they parted out of this World witl 
ſo much Indifference 2 That they reject 
the poſſeſſion of Gold ? Thar they dre 
dangerous Enemies upon their Heads, ant 
did not at the ſame time think that wii 
they did was either for their Profit 0 
Pleaſure ? | 
Don't let us do them this Injuſtic 
Don't let us impute the ' effe&s- of the 
Wiſdom to the efforts of their irregul 
Minds. Let us believe that in all the 
things they ated with Deliberation ; : 


Poftrine of Epicurus: 245 


-t us not repreſent them in a worſe Con- | 
rtion than the moſt ſavage Animals ; 


hich are never fo ſtrangely tranſpor- 
d, but that we may eaſily to conclude 
\cher the impetuoſity of their Motion 
enCs. ; 
Cato parted with his Life ; it was be- 
me a Burthen to him. He found much 
«Pain to quit the World than to ſubmit 
0 Ceſar, whom he did not believe to be 

honeſt Man ; and much more Pleaſure 

not Living at all, than in Living un- 
kr an 1gnominious Servitude. 


| Regulus returned back to Carthage : had. 


& not done ſo, he had been accuſed of 
erhdiouſneſs. 

Fabricius could not be corrupted by 
rus : 17 this he teſtified his Integrity, 
& ſerved his Country ; and with the bare 
laſure of refuſing Riches, ſatisfied him- 
lt infinitely more, than if he accepted 
em, 

In ſhort , Cicero publickly reproached 
tory, and- declared himſelf his capital 
vemy. If he had no reaſon to do fo, 


| deſerves indeed to be blamed ; but if 


t defigned to eſtabliſh the tranquillity 
(the Republick, though it were at the 
Wence of his own; if he endeavoured 

R to 


—- a: - 


24.2 Reflectrons upon the 


to ruin Anthony that he might fave Rye. 
beſides that by this Conduct he cont 
buted to the Satety of his Fellow 
zens, wherein his own was 1n a manny 
wrapt up, ſo much more did he deferys 
the praiſes of all the World, and the low 
of the Roman People. 

Theſe great Men, in Truti vi { lilory 
were not of the Family of /p/cur4w ; ng 
one of them, in fome of his '- ritings, | 
attempted to confure fiis 3211s ; by 
tis ſufficient that the Authority of ih 
Examples 15s to be found 1n the {o.'rir 
of this Philolopher ; and that the ior 
ſhould be informed that Virtue alone w: 
not their chief Motive, or at la! tht 
what they call Virtue, ought ts be name 
Pleaſure. 

Not but that feverai Perſons ot ti 
greateſt Bravery have been bred up 1 
this School; who in a gegenerate corril 
Age have done Actions tull as vigoro 
and noble, as thoſe of the anricnt h 
mans in the moſt Flourithing day » of the 
Republic. | 

Under Ner#s Empire :he World no k 
admired the Dear: of Petronius,than tl 
had done that of Sencca, The Emperou! 
Tutor did not purchaſe any G7 [ 

yl 
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lying, which his Maſter of the Revels 
4d not afterwards acquire : And the 
"mmon opinion was , That this Stoick, 
who had all along preached up a con- 
empt of Life, did not quit it more ge- 


he Pleaſures of 1t. 

[ am obliged ſor the honour of Fpi- 
r:4 to enlarge ſomtwhat upon the Life 
nd Death of this Courtjer, who was one 
{his greateſt Diſciples ; and it will be 
poſſible for me to handle this Subject 
ithout giving you a ſenſible Entertain- 
lent. Since you are not at this time of 


es of 1INluſtrious Ven, I am ſure you 
ll not be unwilling to allow Perronzus 
place 1n this number, and to obſerve, 
paſart, the marks of his Generolity and 
dom. 

This famous Fpicurean, far from reſem- 
is our modern Debauchees, that eat 
drink away their Eſtates, made pro- 
0n of a cultivated polite Luxury, and 
ded nothing but refined Pleaſures. 
(25 Induſtry and Diligence give a Re- 
ation to the reſt of Mankind, he was 
only Perſon in the World that ac- 
4 it by his eaſe, and ſitting ſtill. His 


| 
R 2 Words 


xrouſly, than Petron/zs who ſtudied all. 


a tobe made acquainted with the Qua- 


. 
4 . 
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244 A Panegyrick, &c. 
Words and Actions were very free and 
negligent ; and as they ſhow'd the candy 
and ſweetneſs ot his Femper, and carrie 
an air- of Simplicity , they were alway 
received with a great deal of Satisfa%n 
and Delight, 

Nevertheleſs rhis excellent Man, very 
well knowing tiat there 18 a time wher 
a wife Man vugut to quit the repoſe aq 
tranquillity of his. Lite to ſerve the Pu 
Iick, abandon d rhis tappy way of 1; 
 ving, when he was elected 7roconſul o 
Bithynia, and afterwards Conſzl ; and þ 
acquitting himfſelt worthtly 1n thele ul 
ſtrious Employs, he demonſtrated by h 
vigour, and by his conduct, that he wi 
capable of managing the greateſt Afar 

At his leaving theſe Offices he betoc 
himſelf to his old way of | iving, and: 
terwards happening to become one ( 
Neros greateſt Friends , although t 
Prince had none but vitious inclinatio 
yet he was fo ſtrongly enchanted by ! 
merit, that he made him the Arbitral 
or Comptroller of all his Pleaſures ; i 
belizved that amidſt all his Aﬀtluencel 
Plenty, he ought not to eſteem 1 
thing as iweet and agreeable, unlels / 
trovius firſt approved it. 


| ipe 
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[ ſpeak here only of Lawtul Pleaſures, 
ind Virtuous Delights for our Epicurean 
was ſo far from having any Share in 
Nere's brutal Exceſles, that this Prince 
ws in a ſtrange Confuſion when he knew 
they were arrived to the knowledg of 
eronius,Who reproached lum with them 
1 ſome Writings ; ; and cauſed $:/a to be 
puniſhed, becauſe he ſuſpeted thar ſhe 
nd revealed them to him. 

From that moment 7zge!linzs looked 
yon him as his Competitor ; and fearigg 


eſt Pleaſure, whereof he made Profeſſion, 
: might effe&t what Seneca could not by 
he Authority of his Sect, that is, recal 
»o from the diſorders of his Lite ; he 
clolved to deſtroy him, imagining there 


t by ruining him. 

To this end he awaked that Prince's 
uelty, to which, as being his predomi- 
ant Paſſion, all his other Pleaſures gave 
ay. He accuſes Petronins with being 
friend to Scevinus, who was in Piſo's 
Mſpiracy : he corrupts one of his Slaves 
)[mpeach him, takes from him all means 
: defending himſelf, and gets the greateſt 
R 3 part 


aſt by the means of this wiſe and ” 


ras no other way bs eitablih himſelf, 
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part of his Domeſtiicks to be chained 3nd 


impriſoned. 

In this condition, a Man of leſs Gene. 
rolity would either have flatterd him 
with the proſpect of his Prince's Clemen. 
cy, orat leaſt have prolonged his Lite tg 
the laſt extremity. 

As for him,he does quite otherwiſe : he 
believ'd it was downright Weakneſs 
Shame to bear any longer the Torment 
of Hope or Fear; and being reſolved to 
die, he ſearched a way to do it wit 
the ſame Tranquility wherein he hat 
lived. 

So not being willing to quit life wi! 
Precipitation, he ordered his Veins t 
be opened, and afterwards to be bound 
up again ; and then taking the 1 1gatures 
oft as he pleaſed himſelf , he entertaine 
his Friends with agreable Converſations 
not affe.ting to make any ferious D! 
ſcourſes betore them, by which he mig! 
pretend to the glory of Conſtancy. 

Nor would he employ the lat Ho! 
of his Lite in ſpeaking of the Immorti 
Iity of the Soul, nor of the Opinions C 
the Philoſophers ; but having pitched uy 
on a more voluptuous agd more natur 
( 


ſ 


k 


Dodrine of Epicurus. 247 
© of Death, he rather efioſe to 1Mitate 
. Sweernels of a 5wan ; and therefore 
ſed ſome delightful moving Verles to 
repeated © Num. 

Neycrchelefs he referveu a ſew moments 
) ciſpoſe of h1s OWN Aftairs ; he reward- 
abundance of his +laves, and ſome of 
:m he ordered to be puniſhed. T hen per- 
wing the Hour of Is Death approach- 
| after he had uſed a little exerciſe he 
d himfelt peaccably down to fleep ; 
t his Death, which was violenr, might 
owever reſemble, as much as poſlible, 
1 that was {ortuitous and natural. 
[cople, if they pleaſe, may {iul talk 
| Sccrates, and mightily commend the 
onſtancy, with which he drank the 
ouon, Petronins 15 n0f at ail inferiour 
im ; nay he may juſtly pretend to 
We tne advantage over hun ; as having 
cndoned a life infinitely more cclict- 
%5 than that of this wife Greczan, with 
c lame Tranquilhty of mind, and the 
me Equaiity of Soul. 

Vut that you may better comprehend 
ie preat value of this Pleaſure, which 1 
m Nere maintaining, I will give you 
& Portraiture of a Man, who perfectly 


elſes it, and by a Repreſentation of 


R 4. his 
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his Counterpart, which I will aftery;;: 
give you, put you out of all mann 
doubt, that Epicuras's pleaſure is to be j 
finitely preferr'd. 

Imagine to your ſelf a Man in perf 
health, plenty and affluence ; innocent 
enjoying the Delights of this World ; þ 
Soul peaceable, ſerene and eaſie; poſſeſſing 
always, and that in abundance, the my 
agreable Pleaſures of the Body and Ming 
being neither troubled with the preſenc 
nor threatned with the fear of any Gr. 
whatever. > 

What Condition can you prepoſ: mo 
excellent, or more dettrable than this? F: 
betore a Perſon can arrive to this exalts 
ſtate , it 1s neceſſary that #'e poſe! 
Force of Soul proof againſt Pcath anc 
Pains; that his Mind be entirely diſengag: 
trom all the falſe Opinions of the vulga: 
that it be not diſturbed with impertinen 
Fears; nay, that it ſuffer not the \%:: 
{ures 1t has taſted to be loſt ; but alway 
entertain it ſelf with a ſweet rem: 
brance of them. This is to arrive 10: 
higheſt Period of Felicity ; where the 
tect of nothing can be pretended, as t9 
the full conſummation of Humane Hap- 
pineſs. 
P ()n 
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© On the other hand let us repreſent to 
ar ſelves a Man oferwhelmed wuh all 
the Evils that can afflict Humane Nature; 
teprived of all hopes to ſee them ever di- 
miniſhed; neither feeling any preſent Plea- 
fire, nor having ever taſted any, nor da- 
ing to promiſe himſelf any tor the time 
»come: and after we have owned that 
nothing can be imagined more miſerable 
than this Condition, let. us at the ſame 
ine confeſs, that nothing can be more 
loppy than the voluptuous Fpricurean. 
Now if you think that this happy Per- 
Wn, whoſe Picture I have drawn, 1s no 
there to Le found but only in my own 
Imagination ; and that fo perfect a Scene 
| Felicity cannot be among Men, any 
ticrwile than 1n Idea ; I proteit you have 
'rong Sentiments both of: Humane Con- 
ton and the goodneſs of Heaven; and 
{im obliged ro draw you out of this 
Litour , that you may no longer mur- 
nur at our Miſery, and the Injuſtice of 
ur Deftinv. 

Tfind this Original done by the hand 
'07e of the greateſt Maſters, placed in 
iz Cabinet of one of the moſt curious 
tors that ever writ. It is Felicity it 
! painted under the Character of Srath, 
for 


uv 
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for ſo do's Cicero call him, and here { 
lows a faithful Tranſlation of what j\ 
recounts concerning his Happineſs, 

* Nothing was wanting 1n Orata, ! 
* Man extremely rich, very polite, an; 
© very delicate) of all that contributes tg 
© make a Man live voluptuouſly, and t 
* make him be loved, and to enjoy a per 
* tet and entire health. For he pollelia 
* a very plentiful Fortune 1n the fine 
* Country in the World ; he had alway 
ſtore ot Friends about him, ſerviccah; 
* pleaſant and diverting; and he dexterquuf 
* managed every ting to the belt 1dvan 
© tage of Lite. And to comprehend ally 
©a tew Words, his Deſigns met alway 
*as happy a Succeſs, and as lavours 
©ble an Accompliſhment as Man coul 
* wiih. 

I don't believe that there 1s any tlun 


to be blamed in this condition, provide 


20 ſudden Change befalls it. We mul thers 
tore conclude Orata to be perfectly happy, 
he can ſtill continue in the fortunate {i2! 
wherein we have {hew'd him. 

Thus I have given you, unleſs I a1 
miſtaken, a Portraiture that very VC 
reſembles the firſt Deſign which 1 v1 


to lay before you ; and which 50, mM 
[0 
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ok for a Work of Fancy, and the Pro. 
4 of more Imagination. 

Now let us turn the Tables, and find 
t (0me milcrable Wretches to oppoſe 
this Orata. Let us compare to him, 
yOu pleaſe, {ome ot thoſe intortunate 
rons, whon we behold cn the anti- 
t Theatre ; one of whom judges him- 
'too criminal to welld rhe Scepter of 
» Gre2fs; Who 1s afraid to diihonour 
grace of Pelops, from whence he owns 
ml deſeended.; who dares not ſhew 
elt betore Men, who dares not enter 
e lemples 
Let us compare to him another of the 
(crank, who making Signs to his Friends 
t to approach him, looks upon him=« 
[to be {o unlortunaie, that he 15 ap- 
thenſive, Jeſt bis very ihadow thould 
Ve contagious. Or rather let us think 
) more of Azreus and 7 vyeſtes ; let us 
Oþ their Crimes, the remembrance of 
lic) fill inſpires us with horrour ; let 
not caſt our eyes any longer apon a 
mily which has forced the Sun to go 
Kvard ; and which has tfurniſhea Hell 
1 0ne of its moſt famous Puniſhments. 
——Occulte 
NiY;tudo obliteretur Pelopidum. m 
CL 


! 
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Let us rather chute Heroes, but Perſy 
fall as unhappy as the Off-ſpring of 7, 
talus. Let the Son of Amphiareus mak 
his Entrance, frighted with Viſions, an 
demanding help againſt the Furre th 
preſs him. 


What do T fee |! Whence do theſe Fn 
ariſe / 

From gaping Tombs they ſeem tc ||» 
my Cyes. 

Oh help me to put out this cruel Fire, 

In whoſe embraces I ſhall ſoon expire. 

At me their Whips the reſtleſs Lur 
ſhake, 


Their angry Snakes a dreadful Corſi 
make.” 
See, fee, they come | I feel the point 
Pain, 
And in my labouring ſoul unruly Tempe! 
. FEOIgN. 


And after 4/cmeon has made us fe ti 
Tortures of Conſcience, and Preſſures 
the Soul ; let Philofetes entertain us will 
the Miſeries to which he finds himic 
reduced; let him ſpeak, let him compa! 
of his 11] fortune. :Do's he not paint 0! 


a very wretched Perſon when he 1ays : 
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ſho er thou art, in what &er Country | 
known, 

[hom Winds upon the Lesbian {bore 

have thrown . 

Pity a Wretch, abondowd by his Stars, by 
ho for the ſpace of Nine revolving years 1 i 
Has been devoured by Sickneſſes, and | 


Cares. 44 
Behold theſe Cliffs, whoſe tops invade the | 
——_— | 
Here ord with my pains 1 piece-meal 

die. 

View but the frightful horrors of this place - 

The Scene of all my Sorrows and Diſgrace, 

Where robb'd of Glory, to a Rock confiwd, 

[ bear all Plagues of Body and of Mind. 

And my keen Arrows for the Birds pre- 
pare : | 

Their Plumes my raiment, amd their 


Fleſh my fare. 


After this let him ſhew us the pains 
the Body ; when his Ulcer being in- 
amed he deſpairs, he bemoans himſelf 
l theſe following Lines : 


Alaſs ! What Friend to eaſe me of my Pain, T 
Wii kindly ſend me headlong to the Main, 4 


| 
, 
|. 
Now, #2 


254 Reflections upon the 


Now, now, quick Shootings all my $,,, 


rear, 


compare - 
A raging Uler angry tHHeaven did feud. 
Which an eternal leaver docs attend. 
Thus in Complarit s tie day, 11 Groans tly 
night 1 ſpend. 


Or if theſe Misfortunes are not {utc 
cient, let us heap together, as Vt þ 
done, all the Plagues, all the ('aJamiti 
that old Fables afford us; and wih the 
may light upon one ſingle Perion, an 
then judge whether his Condition 15 ly 
pier than that of Orata, or of tne iamo 
Patia, who merited herctofore this E 
clamation , O Vatia, y-4 alone know wii 
zt 7s tive; and conclude all with an b 
clamation of the like nature; O Epicur 
you and only you know how to Priilofuphid 

From all theſe evident Trutis it 188 
eaſie matter to conclude, that Pleaſure 
not only worthy the CommendationsC 
all Men ; but that it is the ſovereign Gov 
and only end. 

Nevertheleſs, ſince this firſt Propoſiti 
makes the principal point in the Doctrin 
of Epicurus ; and as it is the truſt, 0! 


| 
ule 
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allo the moſt conteſted; ſince I fay 
chave begun to undeceive the Enemies 
this Propofition, we ought to conclude 
th 1n.tructions, and leave the truth of 
is Opinion ſo well cſtablifhed in their 
inds, that they ſhall have no occaſion to 
tion it, withour being guilty of the 
ateſt Injuſtice. On 

Jhat they may theretore ſubmit to fo 
tholick a Truth, I only deſire them to 
rn their eyes on the ſide of Nature ; the 
kts of which are reafonable, and the 
periences certain. 

They will not only find that it autho- 
ts what we have aſflerted ; but it will 
ewife give them ſuch clear, ſuch viſible 
mon:irarions, of It, that unleſs they 
uwink themſelves on purpoſe, they 
[t be forced to ſubmit to it. 

Lt them conſider what this Common 
ther does in the Birth of Animals : 
t is to fay, inits perfect Purity and be- 
its Corruption. They will ſoon"ob- 
© that it inſpires them with the love 
Pleaſure, and an averſion to Pain : 
(1t carries them towards what pleaſes 
m, and teaches them to avoid whar 
"bd hurt them ; that it inſtructs them 
W | May be allowed the pig ) 
| ot 
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both in what 15 good and what is hy 
and when they attain the former, | 
cauſes them to rejoice, and be fatisf 
with 1t. 

This is the Reaſon why our Philoſoph 
following the Dictates of Nature, jy 
nounces a voluptuous Lite to be the « 
of Man ; bur does not give himſ:l/ | 
Trouble to prove fo obvious a ropoſiti 

As he imagined there was no nee! 
of force of reaſon to per{wade People th 
Fire 1s hot, that Snow is white, an th 
Hony 1s ſweet, becauſe they are all {& 
ble things ; ſo he beheved, that to n 
Men comprehend the Love of Pleaſur 
which may eaſily be known by the | 
fects of Nature, there was occaſion | 
no more than a bare Obſervation of tht 
Eftects, and an ordinary RefleCtion. 

Nevertheleſs, though we have Nat 
on our fide, that 1s to fay, an intalll 
Deciſion ; though we find in our So! 
natural Inclination to avoid Evil, and 
tollow Pleaſure ; though the very be 
nings of our Deſires, of our Diſgults, i 


_ of all our Actions, derive their Orig 


from Pleaſure and Pain; yet becaulc | 
Philoſophers pretend that Pain ought! 
to be reckoned amongſt Evils, not ! 
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ire amongſt things that are good, and 


hat £0 eſtabliſh this Opinion they bring 


hundance Of plauſible Arguments, we 


auſt not ſo ſtrongly rely upon our own 
Jpinions, as we ought to keep up to the 
mple Truth. | 
We muſt therefore produce Reaſons in 
half of Epicurws's Doctrine, and ſhow 
hat Reaſon as well as Nature is of his ſide. 
And in effect it rhoſe Philoſophers that 
ave condemn d this Pleaſure: had well 
onſidered her betore-hand ; 1t they had 
roughly known her before they ar- 
xk'd her, they would eaſily have dif- 
overed, that 1t was not ſhe they meant ; 
hit they were miſtaken in their Invec- 
es, and only rejected her out of a con- 
eration of thoſe Pains that ſometimes 
tend her ; they would have perceived 
Mat thoſe Pains did not proceed from 
ter, but from the Irregularities of thoſe 
jerfons that uſe her ill, And then they 
ad never decryed her after fo furious a 
Nanner. 
for they muſt be forced to acknow- 
vge, That there is not one ſingle Perſon 
the World that hates Pleaſure, as it is 


an. 


S Now 


lraſure ; or loves Pain, meerly as it is 
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Now becauſe thoſe that abuſe the mos 
innocent ;Pleaſures, do afterwards 
a great deal of Torment and Uneaſineſ 
and that on the other hand, there ar 
certain times when Labour and Pair 
produce and prepare ſome ſort of Ple; 
ſures: this hath been the reafon,that thef 
Philoſophers , who only conſider: th 
conſequences of an 1] managed Pleaſure 
and the Advantages of a profitable and ne 
ceſiary Labour, have effaced the former v 
ol the number of good things, and thenp| 
ced Pain amongſt thoſe that are defirabl 

but now 1t 15 high time to employ x 
our Forces to carry our. Enterprize 
This 1s the hour we ought to Combat i 

good carneſt, that fo we may obtain 
glorious Victory. 

It is not our buſineſs here to deic 
Pleaſure, nor to conſider it as the >0V 
rezgn good of humane Lite : we mull c: 
vaie her above the throne of Virtu! 
ſelt tat diſputes this Tit!c with her; 3 
although we domt banith this Virtue ir0 
it, whereoi we make | rofeſſion, we Mi 
nevertheleſs conf rair her to reſign | 
firſt place to Pleaſure. "2 

In ſhort, as all the Philoſophers 1n !1 


World are agreed, that the ultimate 
"x 
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\ſan ougts : - propofe to binuelf here, 


1 quiet anc t»cecable Lite : ſeveral of 


#m have | <-:0N I'ftaken in pacing this 
fin Virtue, and not 1n Pleaſure; and 
tre tnemichve. to be led aiide by 
x gaudy >piendor of a Name that im- 
js upon them, - without conſidering 
ich which Nature it felt forces them 
own. 
for certain 1t is, if they would but 
fult and believe her, they would 
cls that theſe ſame Virtues, which 
grarc uſed to call Magnificent and Pom- 
us, are no farther i» be eſteem'd than 
they contribute to Pleaſure ; and con- 
ently that not being courted tor their 
n ſake, they ought nor ro be preferred 
tne motive from winch they receive all 
ir merit, and all their value. 
Tis after the fame manner that we ap- 
ve Phyſick, not upon the account of 
art, but becauſe of our Health ; and 
Kul of Pilots deſerves Commenda- 
WO tor no other reaſon, but the great 
ty of Navigation. After the ſame 
ner we ſhould not deſire Wiſdom, 
M we may call the Art of Life, if ir 
© not ſerviceable to us, and did not 
W-'y lead us to the poſſeſſion of Plea- 
I2 There 
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There 1s no necellity to repeat in th; 
place what this Pleatare 1s; or to deſy 
you once more not to deſpiſe this Nam 


which Men have corr::pted. 
You know well enough how ſeys 
Epicurus makes 1t ; an you ought tov 


to me that it 1s no diſgrace for Wide 
to yield to it, and to be reipected on 


for iter lake. 


We will confeſs to you likewiſe on g 


ſide, that unleſs a Man 15 a Philofop} 
he cannot be happy, and that Wiſdom 
the only way to arrive at Plcature, 
In a word, the weakneſs of huma 
of Nature labouring under the ignor 
Good and Evil ; floating generally | 
tween theſe rwo things, without be 
able to diſcern them, and ofren chul 
with Joy what it ought to have ſtudio 
avoided; in ſo ſtrange a Blindneſs it 
happens that Men inſtead of the | 
city they defire, get at a farther diſtat 
from it; that they become miſerable 
ſtead of $5.1; +7 themſelves ſatisfied; : 
tnat !ti exci 2:pe of rhe Pleaſures i 
propolce to meet, they plunge themſe 
in Sorrows that torment and tro 
them. | 
It 15 neceſſary therefore that 2 !! 


applica 


lat 
Out 
ute 
els 
Nat 
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application of Wiſdom ſhould draw them 
»t of fo miſerable a Condition, that its 
pht ſhould dire-" them in this wretched 
Lrkneſs, that its force ſhould deliver 
em from the Vervitu.e of wicked De- 
fres, unjuſt Terrours, and raſh Opinions, 
nd 1n 1Mitation of FZercales clear an 
pen paſſage for them through ſo many 
Monſters, and fately conduct them to 
afure. 
Wifdom alone performs theſe great 
tings ike a faithtul, generous Guide ; 
z removes the difficulties of the way 
there ſhe Jeads us. 

Tis not ſufficient that we don't wan- 
er; what 15 more, we muſt march in 
writy with her ; and while the Winds 
1d the Sea overwhelm thoſe poor Vellels 
it {ail without her condu@, others that 
7: ſteer'd by her enter the Harbour with- 
kt fearing the Tempeſt. 

Tis in this Harbour that a wiſe Man 
nds Pleaſure, Here it is that he quietly 
ntemplates the Pains of other Men ; 
lat he difcovers all the 1mpertinent Er- 
dirs wherewith their weaknels 15 perſe- 
ted ; that he obſerves with what cager- 
tls they ſtrive to ſatisfy their Paſſions ; 
lathe fees them preſs forward in throngs 
Dd 3 to 
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towards him, that {hall advance him, 
higheit in Power, Riches, and Fortune, 


Certare ingenio, contendere nob:litate 
Nottes atgue dies nitt prafta-te labore 
Ad ſumnnas emergere opes, rerumq; potiri 


And that h- erys out, having confidere 
all thete things, 


O mileras bominum mentes) O pedora cx: 
Qualibus in tenebris vitce, quantify; peric! 
Degitur hoc @vi quodcuny; et | 


As for humlelt , nothing difquiets, n 
thing; moletts, nothing troubles him. H 
is happy, he follows nature , he « 
joys a pertett telicity ; and 1n this Situz 
tion, gives thanks to wiſdom, which pre 
cure] hun thus Pleaſure. 

Let us act like him, if we have a min 
to be happy like him ; let us caſt 0 
{elves into the arms of this Wiſdom, k 
us endeavour to arrive at this Pleaſure, k 
u3 ſuppreſs thoſe ll deſires that rob 
0) ir : They are inſatiable and danger 
they dom't only ruin private Perſons, tix 
deitroy whole Families; they ravage 1! 
doms, they occaſion Hatred, —_ 

iſco! 


Ve 


7 
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niſcord, Sedition, and War ; they tyran- 
41zc over thoſe Souls that nouriſh them, 
1nd if we carefully examine the Poets, we 
hall find that by the Torments of the 
)mned they had a mind to repreſent 


oflict, 


Cut vultur jecur ultimum pererrat, 
Ft peiius trahit, intimaſque fibras, 
Non eft quem Tytinm vocant poet, 
Sed cordis mala, livor, atq; luxus. 


nd thus, ſince by the only aſſiſtance of 
\.[gom we are able to cruſh theſe Vipers; 
ice ſhe alone inſtrutts how to reſiſt For- 
ne, and that through her means we ar- 
ve to obtain tranquillity, why ſhould 
t ſear to conclude that ihe 1s not deſt- 


4 ſecures us from Pain ? 

We muſt fay the fame thing of Tem- 
ance, and not defire her only for her- 
;; but becauſe ſhe preſerves that peace, 
at ſerenity 1n our Souls, without which 
£ cannot be happy, and by the concord 
* inſpires appeaſes our Trouble, and 
"op'<5 us Pleaſure. | 

"WJ 15 this Virtue that always comes to 
S 4 the 


hoſe Perſons whom theſe inward Plagues 


le, but only as the creates Pleaſure, 
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the relief of Wiſdom : *Tis ſhe that þ oth: 


in execution what the other does only 
ſolve; and as that ſhows us what we 
to avoid, and what we are to follow,: 
ſtops us in our career when we go agai 
the Counſels of the other, and belig 
our Senſes rather than our Reaſon. 

'Tis the oridle that keeps us in, whe! 
we are poſting towards any unlaywf 
Pleaſure ; the hand that ſurely condy 
us to the way of truth. In ſhort, 
the Virtue without which we can neiths 
be happy nor wiſe. 

And in truth what advantage 1s it tt 
know what is Good, if we are too fech| 
to put 1t in practice? To what purpole 1 
it to ſee a. Precipice, if we ſuffer 0! 
ſelves to tumble down it ? To gave Wil 
dom leave to ſpeak, but not to permit 
her to act? 

The generality of Men are reduce t 
this paſs. All of them conclude in tz 
vour of Wiſdom, but don't know how to 


live up to what they have concluded. 


They know that there are Pleaſures i|t 
conſequences of which are dangerous, ans 


ſeverely prohibited by our Epicarus : bul 


they laugh at the prohibitions of thi 
Philoſopher , and abandon themſelves 
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Jothe tyranny of their diforderly Paſſions. 
They reſemble the unfortunate Phedria 
Terence, and his Character,as it 1s drawn 
y that excelſenr Man ſuits them all 
'm the higheſt to rhe lowelt. 

This outrageous Lover 1s ſenſible that 
ſhould do a tooluh Afton in endea- 
wring to ſet himtelt at rights with his 
ftrets. He knows ſhe's a (,0quette, and 
at himſelt 1s miſerable. T his gives him 
ſturbance ;-this makes him uncaſi:. But 
) what purpoſe 2 he does not amend his 
ondition. He {till ſuffers his love to 
ntroll him ; and at that very inſtant 


itn he ſees himſelf ready to periſh, at 


at very 1nitant he periſhes deliberately. 
Tis certain that Phedria does not want 
dom ; he only want Temperance. He 
rows well enough what meaſures he 
it to take to be at eaſe, but does not 
tthem 1n execution. He {ſees what 1s 
t for himſelf, and approves it, but for 
| thar follows what 1s worſe. 

bchold now the manners of thoſe Mer, 
bm we deſcribe, admirably well ex- 
i. Behold an image of their Thoughts 


Id Infirmities. Behold how for want ot 


& Wiſdom, it is impoſlible for them to 
1 Pleaſure, 
You 


\\þ 


gaps 2 


what they know, and what they arc 4) 
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You looſe your labour when you t 
them that the Pleaſure they purſue is 
reaſonable, that it 1s not neceſſary, th, 
the privation of 1t does not cauſe 1p 
pain : In vain do you repreſent to th: 
the Sickneſles, the Loſſes. the Infamy th; 
attend the enjoyment of it. In vain 4 
you threaten them with the puniſhment 
of the Laws, and the ſeverity o! the \f 
giftrares. You can tell them nothing þ 


to ſay upon occaſion. What are they th 
better for all this? They are Slaves to ti 
very Folly they deteſt as well as you, an 
reſemble the Greek Philoſophers who wer 


allowed the liberty to make a great ParalM 
of thoſe very Virtues they never practileWii' 

Beſides theſe, there 1s another race oifÞfr 
Men who in truth are not Philoſopherg N 


but for ali that manage their Cauſe wit 
a world of Spirit and Vivacity. 

Theſe People, whom we may propel 
call the Prophaners of the Pleaſure ot 
curus, will by no means be perſwaded t 


acknowledg Temperance for a Virtue, bull 7! 
after their umperious way pretend that al r 
| 


happineſs depends on mere fancy. _ 
ir 1s not worth the while to enter | 
to a ſolemn diſpute with fuch nreoion 
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le Creatures as they are. The ſevereſt 


erm one can make them 1s to leave 
1m at liberty to do as they deſire. 

Tis {uficient for us to know that their 
pinion is falle, and that true felicity 
xls only 1n taoſe deſires which flow 
mm Temperance. 

For "tis not only a miſerable thing to 
ere what 15 dishoneſt, but tis infinite- 
r more adv1ntageous not to obtain what 
je defire, than ro obtain what we cannot 
fire without ſhame. In this view tis 
xtrer to be of the Opinion of that An- 
ent, who pailing his Judgmenr of Camz/- 
«that was baniſhed out of Rome, while 
lus was Maſter there, preierrd the 
cot the virtuous Refugee to the Splen- 
jor of the dithoneſt Citizen. 

Now in truth thoſe that ſtudy Tempe- 
nce, and manage the. fruition of Plea- 
re with that diferetion that they find 
DAlter-claps; thoſe certainly may call 
imſelves happy, and deſerve the title 

wiſe Men. 


WL cir Pleaſures are durable, becauſe 


RE regular ; and all their Lite 1scalm 


WW. (crene, becauſe it is innocent. 
W [icy have no inclination to run af- 
{ torbidden Pleaſures; nay , their feli- 


city 


4 
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city conſiſts in abſtaining from the 

They ſometimes embrace Pain, but the 
'tis done with a deſign to avoid a preate 
The uſe they make of Wiſdom is by þ 
means to attain to a ſtate of Tranqulllity 
and this makes it clear, that there is n 
other way to enjoy this Pleaſure, wherej 
Epicurus ſuppoſes the ſovereign Good t 
confift, but by the mcans of Virtue. 

You would be amazed, and perhy 
angry, if examining the reſt of the V| 
rues, and bringing them to the Touch 
{tone of Pleaſure, I ſhould maintain th 
Valour depends upon her no leſs th: 
Wiſdom and Temperance; and that th 
Virtue that dares encounter Lions, thi 
deſpiſes danger, and that without any cor 
cern or emotion could behold the ent! 
ruin of the World, produces nothin 
illuſtrious but only as it regards Þi 
ſure, and flows from no other {ourc 
than 1t. 

For in the firſt place we ought to tak 
it for granted, that the Fatigues we | 
dergo, and the Pains we ſuſtain, have 1 
rhing in them to induce us to court th 
if we view them ſimply, and ſepara 
them from other Conſiderations : Tit 
Induſtry and Diligence, ſo much comme 


cd 


e 


[( 
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id in atiairs of Life, and that Valour it- 
f of which we are now talking, are 
ever put in execution but for ſome deſign 
0 mottVeE, 
This is not all ; we may affirm, that 
tele things have been introduced mere- 
- for the eaſe of Life, and that the 
nly reaſon we follow them 1s, that we 
nay live without trouble and fear ; that 
xe may free, as much as 1n us lies, our 
ody and our mind from thoſe Maladies 
nd Vexations which may aftlict it, and to 
ſte with greater ſerenity that indo- 
nce which makes one part of Zpicurus's 
leaſure. 
And indeed how can you expect a Man 
ould ive happy when he perpetually 
ars death ? How can you 1magine the 
amous S7ci1zan, whoſe Name 1s upon re- 
ord, ſhould taſte any Pleaſure in the 
udſt of His Feaſting and Muſick , if he 
rerlaſtingly dreads the falling of the 
word, that threatens his Head, and his 
Jadem. 
1s 1t not an aggravation of 'miſery to 
unt under our Pains, and not to have 
orage enough to ſuffer thoſe Mistfor- 


Th which *tis not in our power to a- 
0d ? 


This 
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This weaicni-is of mind has it not [eq 
abundance of People to thoſe Extremities 
that are a diſgrace and ſcandal to l1um n, 
Nature ? 

What was it 1n your Opinion that gy 
occaſion to the Poets to turn /Zecuba int 
2 mad Bitch, but the Grief that overcans 
her, and conſtrained her to 1mitate ty 
fury of thoſe Creatures ? 

Had ſhe ſuppreft and conquered. he 
Grief, qr had ſhe at leaſt end:avouredt 
forget thoſe ivbjetts thar occaſioned it 
without queſl1on ſhe had never paſſed jron 
tears to deſpair, and from deſpair ro rap 

Liſten 1 pray to the Complaints 
makes. Obſerve how by repreicnting tt 
herſelf the miſerable Condition ſhe 11nd 
herſelf in at preſent, and from what 
hetgth iÞ_ 1s fallen; how Ly this conduct 
I ſay, the iceds her {orrow upon tl 
Stage, ai: oi her own accord provoke 
the mor: ns of that Rage witch 1s read 
| to ſeize her. 

Oh the jevere Oppreſſons of my Grief ! 
ir Place can give me refuge or relief! 
Te what fur diſtant Region ſhall I run 
The wild diſorders of my Soul to ſhun ? 
Unbappy Troy, our late d*lizht and pride 
By Grecian fraud and m.lice lies dejiros 


[4 


TI 
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Nl me, ye Gods, where [ my ji ſieps. muſt bend? 


% will a poor deſpairing Queen befriend? 


lt by my Wanrs, wandring from place to 


pl ace, 


ble MeAger Famine ſtares me in the Face. 
11ow th inſultinc Argive Flame devwours 
jule SHrines *bat once receiv d the heavenly 
Powers. | ( ſpare 6 
le proud Flames their T, emples wil not 
(cred Piles the common Fate * fhare. 
iter this ſhe remembers herſelf 6f the 
ary of rueſe Structures, and the Riches 
4a, in order to raiſe her own Grief, 
| that of the Spectators; tor who is it 


a can avoid being lenſibly touched with 
s Diſcourſe ? 


I ilum thex the Scene of all my Joys, 
| ai this Wealth be made a Grecian prize? 
erich aſpiring Manfiens of the Gods, 
thy thezr na-nes,therr preſence,and abodes, 
(litr' ing Roofs ———— 
ho 1: heart would ſhe not inſpire with 
"1pity, when the this goes on ? 
« 1 /aw conſuwd by inpious Fire, 
ram by a barProus hand expire. 
6 tax ob the Royal Victim ſtaiwd, 
"tor's Blood by common duſt prophan d, 
Wei his all. 
my pr -vatling Miſeries to Crown, 


8 a bigh Tower his Sou thrown head-long 
dow. 50 
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So that I dont at all wonder it t 
people of Roine were itrangely ate}. 
when they heard theſe Verles repeatec 


or if when I read them my elf | cany 
forbear the Tribute of a tew Tears 


To ſay the Truth, HHecuba had gt 
reaſon to complain of her ill Deſtin 


ſhe had loſt her Husband, her $on, | 


Kingdom and her Liberty. If ſhe h 


beneld theſe Calamitics without Jame 
ing them, ſhe had been inſentible; and 


ſhould be inhumane, if after fo my 


Lofſes we ſhould hinder her Tears. 

But then, after ſhe had for ſome ti 
wept, we thould not be at all unjuſt 
preſcribe bounds to her Grief, to re: 
late her Complaints and her Sorrow ; 
laſtly, to adviſe her to oppole ſtrength 
Reaſon to that of Deſpair. 

Some Perſons that are touched with 
Complaints may perhaps alledge 1n 
Juſtification, that thoſe who would li 
her Grief, and not ſuffer it to excced 
firſt Motions, would reſign themſcl 
up to it till the very laſt Moments 0! !! 
Life, it they once ſhared with her | 
Misfortunes the weight of which ! 
can only conjecture : and that our Þ 
ſophy which ſpeaks of nothing 8 

ond 
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ongueſts and Triumphs, would faint un- 
ler ſuch a pre:lure of Calamities, if it faw 
iem preſent and 1nevitable. 
Now, for my part I wiſh a perpetual 
wnſhine of Proſperity to ſo tender, ſo 
ltng a Man as this ts : for no doubt 


mt, it any Diſgrace happens to him, he 
ll diſcover his Infirmities very plent1- 
ly : on this condition that by way of 
quital to me ſor my Wiſh he will dti- 
venſe with me {or not believing what he 
ws, nor oblige me to judge of the 
lrength of Philoſophy by the weakneſs 
{ his Reaſon. 

for without loſing any time to refute 
ord by word this fort of Reaſoning, which 
an obtain credit no where but among(t 
teminate Men; I ſhall content my felt 
d convince thoſe Perſons that make uſe 
t by two known. Examples that ought 
overwhelm them with confuſion. 

Theſe Examples are drawn from two 
ons, whom their Age end their Sex 
ht to render extremely feeble; but who 
withſtanding all this weakneſs preſer- 
ſuch a preſence of mind, that I ſhall 
- to find the like among the Philo- 
Piers, 
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Let us conſider 4/t:ianax and Polixen 
as they are going, to die : one 1s a By 
the other a young Maid. The Greets h, 
condemned both of them to Death. 0k 
ſerve lyſſes,who advances firſt leading tl 
former by the hand, and marching h: 
ly to throw him down the Precipice. By 
ſee the Child does not follow him wil 


leſs Aſſurance. 


—— Sublimi gradu 

Tncedit Ithacus, paruulum dextra trahes 

Priami Nepotem, nec grads ſegvi puer 

Ad alta pergit Mena, —— 

Conſider that amongſt all thoſe thi 
accompany him and weep for him, het 
the only Perſon whoſe eyes are dry, an 
who refuſes to pay Tears to his own deat 

Obſerve that whilſt theſe barbarou 
Executioners invoke the Gods to thi 
bloody Sacrifice, he throws himſelf hea 
long from the Tower, from the top 0 
which they were to caſt him, and volun 
tarily puts an end to that Life which h 
had ſcarce begun. 

But now turn your &yes on the oth 
ſide ; for by this time Polixena is place 
upon Achilless Tomb, and only waits tit 
fatal Blow which is to appeaſe the Ange 
of the Greeks, and to rejoyn her Soul tt 
that of her Parents. » Admit 


me 


0 
I} 
)þ 
(fl 
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Admire her Beauty that till appears 
charming and fo ſerene. Her Counte- 
nce 1s not at all changed with the Ap- 
henſjions of Death. On the other 
nd this Sun, which 1s going to ſet for 
er, ſeems to receive a new Splendor at 
x laſt moments of its light. 
Nay there is ſomething 1n her air more 
Id and undaunted than her Sex, and her 
ſent Circumſtances ought to promite. 
And to do her right ſhe 1s not content 
wait the Blow, for without avoiding 
ſhe goes to meet it with an Heroick 
nvery, 
Corverſa ad itturm Stat truci vultu ferox. 
nd when Pyrrhus has given her the cru- 
| ſtroke, it ſeems that her laſt Action is 
1 Action of Courage, that ſhe does not 
fer herſelf to fall upon the Sepulchre 
| Achilles, but with a deſign to make the 
ah lie more heavy upon-him, and to 
venge herſelf upon him even as ſhe dies. 
Tell me now freely, is it not a ſhame 
Ir Hecuba to ſee her Children more cou- 
$10us than herſelf? 


Tell me whether it looks well for her 


0 ſhed ſo many Tears, when 4ſtianax 


I Polyxena die without ſhedding any ?. 


T YL Tell 
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Tell me whether you dor't think the( 
two Perſons infinitely happy in compy 
ſon of this miſerable Creature ? 

Or if you have nothing to fay for he 
confeſs at laſt with us, that ſhe has tc 
little courage in her Misfortunes, and thy 
ſhe wanted ſtrength of Mind to ref 
them leſs cruelly. 

Now if it be true that Weakneſs ist 
only thing that renders our Misfortune 
inſupportable to us, and which cauſy 
us to abandon the Helm 1n the moſt 1 
olent Tempeſts makes us ſuffer Shipwrac 
in thoſe places where we might hn 
rode ſecurely ; ought we not to ſear 
after this ſtrength of Mind to ferve 1 
inſtead of an Anchor, to oppo: it to t! 
fury of the Wind and Water, and preſen 
us from the violence of the Storm ? 

We ought to ſuſtain our ſelves by tl 
Pylar, which ſerves as the Bafis to Ple 
ſure, and to joyn this Virtue to Temp: 
rance and Wiſdom ; and that we may liv 
in repoſe and in a privation of Miſery, i 
lieve that by her influence a couragid 
perſevering Spirit is above all Pain 21 
ill Fortune ; ſince it deſpiſes Death, 4 
is ſo prepared for Pain that it always "* 
ſhembers itſelf that Death is the remes 
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the moſt violent ones; that the Jeſſer 

ie abundance of good Intervals, and 

it it is the Maſter of the ordinary ones. 
Vatters being thus, we ought ro fay 
we don't blame Cowardiſe and Wealt- 
k, as alſo that we don't prattiſe Tem- 
ance and Valour for their own parti- 
jr reſpect ; but that we are to reject 
|: former, and deſire the latter, becauſe 
fe foment Griefs, but theſe preſerve us 
om them, | 

t only remains now for us to examine 
tice, and then we {hall have diſpatched 
e principal Virtues. But theſe things one 
Þy ſay on this Chapter are almolt the 
me with the preceding ones, and Juſtice 
no lefs united to Pleaſure , rhan Pru- be, 
fnce, Temperance and Fortitude, which ip: 
mot be ſeparated from tt. J 
n effeft this Virtue is ſo far trom bring- | 
g any uneafineſs to our 'Mind,. that by R 
$ influence and Power it perpetually [ 
buſhes in them thoſe Sentiments that 
nder them quiet, and never leaves us 
tout this hope, that we can want no- 
ling that Nature deſires, as long as ſhe fl 
not corrupted. And after the ſame 
ner that Folly, Intemperance, want of 

(&lolution inceſſantly torment, plague ood 
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afflict us ; ſo Injuſtice no ſooner enters th, 
Soul, but it throws her 1nto Diſorder an, 
Confuſion, and makes her unfortuny, 
even when ſhe does not make her criminal 
For if an unjuſt Man ſuffers himſelf 
commit ſome wicked Action, although h 
commits it after ſuch a manner, that nei 
ther the Sun nor Men can give any Te 
ſtimony of it, yet he can never aſſure him 
ſelf that it will be always kept private 
and for all the obſcurity of the n:ght thi 
covered it, he will {till be under terj|l| 
apprehenſions that Truth will at laſt di 
cover It. 
Suſpicion commonly follows the A 
ons of the wicked ; and though the Judy 
es ſhould never concern themſelves wit 
them, yet their own Conſcience jorc 
them to betray themſelves. | 
But if any Perſon believes that theirk 
ches, their Power and Authority ſhallk 
cure them from the Injuſtice of Men, 1 
place them above the Laws, and out ( 
the reach of Puniſhment, yet they can 
ver cover themſelves from the Di 
Juſtice, 
They never lift up their eyes to Heave 
but their Conſcience alarms them ! 


horrour, and the cruel Inquierudes tl 
evo 


# 
| 
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our chem Without intermiſſion, are the ſe- 
e: Executioners of that puniſhment which the 
Jjirinity Makes them endure. 
For what Power, what Wealth, when they 
zinjuſtly obtain'd, can fo far diminiſh the difh- 
lies of this Life, but at the ſame time remore 
Conſcience, fear of Puniſhment, the hatred 
Mankind augment them infinitely more ? 
Theſe ill, theſe unlawful Remedies dorvt they 
tn turn to Poyſon ? and what we have ſome- 
nes choſe to extinguiſh our ſorrow, has it not 
ade it -burn With greater Fury and Vehe- 
nce * 
Are there not prodigious numbers of Perſons 
a don't know how to preſcribe Limits to 
ar deſire of being more rich, of having more 
ours, of reigning more abſolutely, of living 
re voluptuouſly, of feaſting more deliciouſly, 
| of carrying their evil Inclinations too far ? 
And don't we ſee that the mighty heap 
ir Extortion and their Avarice has amaſied 
ther, inſtead of ſatisfying their unreaſonable 
petites, does but inflame them ſtill the more, 
that theſe People has more need to be cor- 
ted by the Laws, than inflamed by Remon- 
ances. 
Keaſon therefore invites all Men that have 
x Judgment ſound, to preſerve Juſtice which 
Laws have eſtabliſhed. 
Juity which derives its Original from Na- 
, ard which may properly be called the 
t of Civil Society, tells us plainly enough, 
an unjuſt Aftion ought never to be com- 
td, neither by thoſe that are weak, becauſe 
| would attempt it without ſucceſs ; nor by 
| the 
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the powerful, becauſe afcer the buſineſs is c; 
pleated,they would not find repoſe, nor «lj; , 
compliſhment of their deſires. 

In ſhort, ſhe forces us to own that Jukice 
not deſirable for it ſelf, but becaulc it' pives 
a world of Satisfation, makes our Life my 
alſured, and our Pleaſure more accompliſh: 

Now if the Praiſe of Virtue it ſelf, on wh 
Subject principally the other Philoſophers j; 
employed their moſt magnificent Di:courk 
produces no other ettect than Delight or Plz 
ſure ; and if this Pleaſure alone, whic! is 
end of all the Virtues, calls us to itſelf, 2 
attracts us by its proper Nature, we may fa 
ly conclude, that ſhe is the foveraign Gyr 
and the moſt perfect of all other, and no long 
doubt but that a happy Life 1s chat which 
curus has taught us. 

Oh holy and ſevere Pleaſure ! O admira 
Philoſophy: What Misfortune was 1t that 
cry'd you amongſt Men ? Who 1s it that dit 
upon you the averſion of ſo many virtuous Þ 
ſons that knew you not? Who has hinde 
them to ſec that their Vireues are owing toy 
and that rhey ſpeak injuriouſly of you, att 
ſame time you contribuce to their Felicity 

But happy the Men wtio have been of the 
of that Wiſe Man that followed you : 14 
thoſe who have imitated him : happy eveni 
who being born in an Age, when many bell 
thac Vice and the Pleaſire of Epicwrus are butt 
and the ſame thing, have had underſtand 
cnough to diſcover the contrary, and Þais 
leaſt force of Mind ſufficient to defend it, if 
have not Courage enough to practiſe 1t. 
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hut a Man ought to Apply himſe'f fo 4 
diligent ſearch after Happineſs, fince it 
s wholly in his 'power to augment his 


Tys, and diminiſh his Miſeries. 


\ Frer having a long time Retleted 
\ on the condition of Men, I have 
ud but two things that can reaſcna- 
y deſerve the care of a Wiſe Man: 
he firſt is the Study of Virtue, which 
wes a Man Honeſt 5 and the ſecond, 
le Uſe of Life, which renders him Con- 
{, If he can poſhbly become ſuch 3 
at leaſt leſs unhappy, it he cannot de- 
& him{elf from his Troubles. 

Ti true, that 'tis but folly to think of 
bveraign (200d here below: All the Idea's 
tt Ancient Philoſophers have given of it, 
* but confuſed Images of that which 
ZIt fill the vaſt capacity of our deſires 3 
1 the uncertainty of their Opinions 


A a which 


2 The ſe of Life. 
wiich varied ſo often on this Mate; 
makes us cally ſee how doubtful this Haz 
pineſs was which they promis'd us never 
theleſs with ſo great Pride and Oftert, 
ton. 

ſn eftet, the perpernal Motion 6 
Thioes of this Wort, the continual re 
volutions of our Minds, and the in: 
ſtancy of our Paſjions, will not pun} 
us to Eſtabliſh a txt repoſe and tra! quill 
ty of Life : And when I confider th: 
ability of Obj:Fs to content us, wn 1þ 
weakneſs of our own Senſes tO TECEIV:: the! 
Impreſſions, then 1 renounce all vai pit 
ſzits of this falſe Happineſs 5 aud |: 
not very far from entring 1nto a gener, 
ncgit oi all things, For wiat je 
arc ih eric tn wie World which are not my 
with birter £ Are not our Senles often nt 
teravies 12 hor functions by the diiorct 
of our Organs? And has not our vin 
1: ynſ{tcadinets from the ſame diſtur oat 
A Dileaſe, a Winter, a bad Day, al 
ſometimes leis than any of thele, chang 
us, and all things relating to us: 4 
thu there were no alteration in Us, ( 
any thing about us, In the moſt calle! 
tuation our Soul can beplac'd in, and! 


the bcoſ{t conſtitution that a how ( 
a} 
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ve, 1s certain we are incapable of taſt- 
jg a FUre and true Content, 

MW Neither the Converfation of virtuous 
WH: which gives us the molt agreeable 
isfation 3 nor the delicacies of a Feaſt. 
r the Charms of Muſick, which create 
moſt ſenſible pleaſures, have ever had 
yer to give me a greater reliſh of de- 
wt than my Imagination promis d me : 
14 | may truly ſay, that amongſt the 
ateſt liberties of my Senſes, 1 have en- 
red the pleaſure with ſo little confine- 
it, that ordinarily I have Meditated 
on my moſt ſerious Aﬀtairs. 
The divertiſement of the Theatre, wht- 
r we ſee fo many people flock dayly, 
+ 1t created arty true delights 1n its moſt 
delt Followers? For my part, I could 
\Wicr {ee the moſt part of rhem without 
, W'7 tired 5 and the beſt Plays, which 
Wn! to raviſh all the Audience, have 
1 00 other power over me, than to. 
i© me grieve for the Misfortunes of a 
x wine who ſuffered no more, what af- 
ted me; or for thoſe of ſome Imagina- 
teroe, whoſe falſe griefs drew from me 


! Tears, and filled me with Indignation 
nit my ſelf. 


Aa2 Neither 
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Neither the beauty of the Till; 
which enchant all eyes, nor the Magnig 
cences of Courts, adornd with the glqyi 
ous confuſion of haughty Equipages, ng 
the moſt ſhining Aſlemblics of the faire 
Ladies, nor Shews, nor Balls, nor Ar 
nor Riot. nor Riches, can give a þ 
ſatisfaction to any Man 1n this World, 

Thoſe that trequent but ſe}dom publ 
Repreſentations, are as It were forbid 
and cannot digeſt the hnrly burly ot the 
great divertiſements 5 thoſe th3: viſit 't 
often are 16{erfible of 'en: 3 and burhe 
guthcr through exzaſte Gr ituyiduy., 4 
ur recebiy en y therr Charms. The 
who Got w1 11.6 abundance of all thy 
fatter they [Whids with whatever js exct 
lent, Do uot they give us marks of tht 
Melancholly amidſt their Pleaſures, ca 
plaining ( as it were) that excels of c 
I:z2h's rendered 'em odious. 

But if ever any Man defired to be 
Py, it mult be gramed twas that £2 
Prince who had Wiſdom his Lot, with 
ever burthening his Mind with Chime! 
he carried himſelf to the ſearch of 10 
Good ; His Abilities gain'd him wm 
ate potlefſion. Every thing ſucceed! 


cording to his wiſhes; and the ST | 
all 
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ways followed cloſe his deſires : Never- 
les he declared, That he found ſo mnch 
unity in Pleaſures, that he could ſcarce 
wear to hate Life, and to have in abhor- 
»e his very Being. Then we muſt con- 
ule there 15 No perfe@ happineſs for Man 
© below 5 and ought rather to think of 
nding our ſelves againſt the Mifchiefs 
at oppreſs us, than to ſigh after a Bliſs 
it 1s out of our reach. 

But although 1t be true, that we can- 
t find 1n this Life the Imaginary Hap- 
ſi we look after, yet we ought nor to 
iþ for death, nor abandon our ſelves, as 
rough deſpair, to our Miſeries : For 
ence ſprings our ordinary folly, to look 
r Happineſs where we cannot find it, 
d to overlook it when it is under our 
nds, Our Pleaſures are ſporr, 'i1s true, 
1 they are not freed from Ga/ ; but as 
ty are Pleaſures they ovirweigh our 
row7; and 'tis one of the greareſt Uſes 
Life, to manage 'em with Addreſs, 


i089 5s we ought to be capable to ſupport 
1: 17, fo we ought allo to know how to 
l0oy the Good 3 we ought to have it 


wllyin our power tolu!l aſleepour ſen- 
for Grief, as-toawaken'em for Pleaſures 
Temperance is far removed from all 


Aa 3 Ex- 
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Exceſs: She 1s no Jels an enemy of ; 
ceiſuue Fafting, than exceſſuwve Debauch 
2nd he that ſhould ſufter himſclf to 6 
with hynger, would as much offend he 
Laws, as he that ſhould choak himſ 


CY j 


win t90 much cating. Madmen that 
axe, always complainiag of the ripours; 
our Birth, the uncertainty of our Li 
and the miſery of our Death; neverth 
leſs we every day ada new miſcries tot 
old 3; and it looks as 1f we were only} 
tional to Render our felves the my 
wretched. 


This fort of Condud# is ve 


diflerent from that of the Wiſeman \ 


mention'sd jilt before: He mae, 4s 
were, an Etlay of all things of this Wor 
for which we have the moſt ardent « 
fires, and preſently knew the vanity 
them : Þut yet he did not fitter lym 
rog0 to a general diſguſt of all tl 
thac he had lookt after; but remain 
always in the ſame (tation, he «1 
peaceably his pleatures. 

But let's return to our Subjca, and 
how wz ought to manage the vc 


the Evil for the Uſe of Life, 


CH: 


: CHAT 

le | 

"Wor the Exiſtence of G 0 D. 
af 

, Hen I make an exact Refleion 
t upon all my Life, I acknowledg 


ri have bad forrows and ſatisfaFions ac- 
noficording ro the difizrent Opinions I had a 
rind to aſſume:My Thoughts have as well 
recreated my Grieſs as my Joys; and Thave 
 Whilways found within my felf the ſourceof 

« ry Miſeries or Happineſs. 
0.88 [!! not diflemble my Thoughts, The 
t WMPcrlualton of a Deity, and the uncertain- 
1 Wy of our Condition after Dearh, have 
Won times very much intrench'd upon my 
1MWkcpoſe 3 and in theſe moments of confa- 
inWlon, 1 conſider'd that all our Watchings, 
14! our Knowledg, all our Employs, our 
Profits, and our Honours, muſt end in 
ndDcath 5 and that none of thoſe things 
4 Wbcing eternal, we ought to {carch Ue- 
where for refuge. But 1 often fuſſer-4 
ny Sol to thipk licentioutly of the{e 
llipgs : and not refpeting enough th: 
Aaax {11 ft 
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2 Of the Exiſtence of God. 


firſt Truth, I met with nothing but doyhs, 
and difficulties about the Immortality 
the Soul. 

And a I always relied 10-this Aﬀeair, 
uyon the Reaſons of other Men, fo I could 
pe ver have certain Notions 3 and the con. 
fution of the different Opinions of ou; 
Authors, gave me Infupportable une. 
nefles; never were my Mind and Con(c- 
ence of one Opinion. I was conſtrain'd tg 
ſuffer the ſhocks of theſe two Parties whic); 
combated inceflantly within me 3; and ng- 
thing <quald my diſquiert ſo much, as the 
difhculty to reſolve the Queſtion which 
was the Shbject. 

At length findivg my (clf foil'd by all 
this Forreign Athiſtance , I was reolvd 
to rerire within my felf, and conſult nm; 
own Thoughts 3 as thuſe ſftck Men do, 
who finding themſclves abus'd by the ly 
norance of their Phylicians, undertake to 
cite themſelves, "Twas here 1 cut «i 
Commerce with all Books, where I nevcr 


found any thing but difhculries and uncer: 


taintics, 'Twas herel refolv'd to conlidad 


with my ſelf, and conſult my own Opint 


ON upon the ſtructure of the Univerle, 
and the Admirable Order and Symmet!y 
which Reigns 1n all things, 

And 


V 
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And when I confider'd the Heavens, 
the greatneſs of thoſe wonderful Vaults 
fled me with aſtomiſhmemt, and with I 
now not how awful a reſpe&t ! The beay- 
y of the Stars, the ſilence and the ſolitude 
of the Night ,pics2"d me with ſuch a ſecret 
horror as diſpog'd me inſenftibly to Rehi- 
on. 

Can it be poſſuble, ſad I to my ſelf, that 
the Motions of the Spheres, ſo juft and re- 
war, ſhould not have an Intelligent Being 
fir their Author £ If theſe wonderful 
lobes know and govern themſelves, are they 
wt the rods who command the World as 
ttey pleaſe ? And if they ſuffer the controul 
if ſome Superior Power, who can ſway theſe 
tarful Machines but a ſupream Hand ? 
'lhocan move theſe Huge Bodies but an un- 
weountable Force © Who can reconciletheir 
terious Motions but an Infinite Wiſdom ? 
Ihis gloriows Sun, continu'd I, which ſhines 
ally upon all Men, could it ever give us 
I light by chance? And that exquiſite pro- 
tion that we may obſerve in it, could it 
4 proceed but from an eternal Wif- 
Im 2 

Aiter theſe Meditations I confider'd the 
P*rpetual Diſagreement of the Elemerts 1 
nd I could never enough admire that 


Happy 
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Happy War which entertains the Worlq 
with ſo many wonderful Motions. 
But above all, I made my Reaſon piye 
lace, md my whole Soul bend to tha 
Prodicy of the Flux and Rejlux of th: $4, 
The vaſt extent of Waters amaz'd me 
But whenl came to conlider, that the moſt 
Threatning Billows broke againſt the 
{malleſt Rocks, and that having no ſooner. 
met 'em, butindeſpight of all their for: 
wardneſs,they were oblig'd to return wit 
Violenceinto themſelves; twas here that 
| cryd out, tranſported with Wonder, 
and ſeiz'd with Aſtoniſhment : 


The Seaecternally does roar, 
Its angry Billows beat the paſſrve ſhoar, 
But Mounds of Send their might reſtrain 
And force them to their watry Realms 
agiin. 
Neptune with Indignation ſees 
His Waves ingloriouſly retreat - 
1 hen from the conquering Cliffs he flies, 
And murmurs at his (hame, and ſighs t 


Defeat. 


At laſt, whenl had ſufficiently con fider © 
of theſe Objeas, I took great pleaſure ! 


deſcend into wy ſelf, and there to obier't 
1! 
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the Structure of an Humane Body, and to 
contemplate all the Springs that move this 
zImirable Machine. I refleQed upon the 
lifpoſttion of ſo many differing parts,and 
yet all neceſſary to the compoſition and 
conſervation of our Bodies 3 as Bones, 
Nerves, Muſcles, Blood and Spirits. 1 con- 
fiderd the marvellous Oeconomy of all 
theſe parts, and cry'd ont with Admira- 
tion, Poor Man |who knowſt not theſe things 
it by means of thy ſenſes 5 Nevertheleſs, 
canſt thou boaſh thy ſelf Author of ſo excellent 
1 Work , Thou who underſtoodſt it not till 
after twas made © And muſt all the parts 
be expos'd to thy Fyes to give thee the leaſt 
Inſight £ Tis certain, that the experience of 
many Ages has made thee comprehend the 
cauſe of thy Living, Digeſtion, Motion.&c. 
ind yet in deſpight of thy moſt exaF Obſer- 
vations, thou doſt not know it but after a very 
imperfe# manner. 

On the other ſide, caſting my Eyes on 
thereſt of Creatures, Iexamin'd, with ad- 
miration, the different Figures of Animals, 
the Scales of Fiſh, the Feathers of Birds, 
re Furs of Beaſts, and all thoſe Things 
which regarded without attention, repre- 
{mt nothing diſtin&ly to the mind, but 
lenfibly diſcovered to me the greatelk 
W on- 


Lf 


er 
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Wonders in Nature : For, call that D.. 
tiny, Nature, Knowledge, or Divinity 
which creates and governs all below, yet 
1s it not always a Sovereign Power ? |; jt 
not always an Infinite Wiſdow? The | 
remain'd confounded, to think where | 
had been; and [could never enough won- 
der at the malice of the wicked, or the blind. 
neſs of the unbelieving : For a Mai uit 
alioorther Korget nimicif, and loſe Lie 
knowledge of alt things, before he loſes 
that of his Creator. 


On whatever part we caſt our Eyes,we 
preſently perceive the Character of the 
Divinity; and whoever ſtudies Nature 
throughly, ſhall find ſen1ble Proofs of the 
Power on which it depends. 

But we have ſome lazy would: be-wit! 
now a-days, always bent to the 1mitation 
of others, who, without ever examining 
themſelves, or conlidering of the matter, 
eſpouſe the Cauſe of Impiety, only to 
be thought Partners with ſome famous Li- 
bertines. 

There are alſo ſome men, who by an 
extravagant reach of Soul, will in nothing 
depend on their Maker 3 imagining, that 
' the Obedience which they ſhould pay to 


this 
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this Infinite Majeſty, would take away the 
Freedom of their Opinions. 

Not but that we ſee ſometimes the beſt 
ind moſt knowing men in the world fall 
under ſome fort of Incredulity or doubr. 
But theſe do notgive themſelves the trouble 
to diſcover an Eternal Intelligence by the 
Order of theOniverſe. TheirCurioſity drives 
them to confider what is poſlible to be; 
ind after having ftunn'd their Underſtand- 
ing with thoſe Infinite Qualinies which the 
Soul of Man cannot comprehend, they of- 
tentimes become incredulous, becauſe they 
cannot reconcile the Sentiments of their 
Conceptions to thoſe of their Conſcience. 
Now as we ought to laugh at Sots, and 
abhor the Wicked, I think that we onghe 
to have corpaſſion for the laſt, and to pi- 
ty 'em, only becauſe they are miſer- 
able. 

Some people are upon the rack to per- 
lwade themſelves to believe that which . 
they cannot comprehend. Others attack 
Heaven it ſelf, through a fearful Malice, 
and blaſpheme a God whole Power they 
do not underſtand: So as they are always 
in trouble and deſpair 3 and after having 
been toſ82d by the Fury of Impiety, they 
ind themſelves torn by the ——_ of 
LNclr 
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their own Conſcience, eſpecially when the 
Light forſakes 'em, and the Company 
which upholds 'em, leaves em in the De. 
ſart of Solitude, There 1s no paſſion 
tormenting but they feel the ſting on' 
Fear, Trouble, Diſquiet and Madneſs tor- 
ture 'em by turns. It were better for their 
Quiet, if they never thought, than to have 
but the leaſt Cummerce with their Conſ(ci- 


ence; for nothing equals the Torments of 
the Wicked. 
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If ſome lewd Blaſphemies he pours, 
In endleſs pains he ſpends the Conſciou 
Hours. 
Hagg'd by the Ghaſtly Image of his fin, 
No ſafe retreat without,no peace within 
He flyes the Day, he fears the Night. ; 
He rmns from Truth's all ſearching light. 
His Conſcience too would leave behind. 
But in himſclf both Judge and Torturn i 5 
does find. 


The Unbelieving, though they are not I | 
i altogether ſo faulty, are not leſs Milcra WM , 
by ble. They hunt after, with difficulty, 1 


' t 

| thing they never find, and at every turn ac- 

| cufe Nature of being cruel only in regar*Þ | 
of Man. | 


Thence 
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Thence proceeded the Complaints of 
hat Great Man, who envy'd the Advan- 
age which Beaſts £3joy'd, of living in a 
:ommodious Ignorance of all things, with- 
out diſquieting themſelves witha ſearch af- 
ter any Truth, 

Thence alſo proceeds the diſcontent of 
thoſeMen who cannot think, without en- 
vying thoſe of other Countries 3 Nor ſee 
any Beaſt in the ſweetneſs ot his Repoſe, 
without envying the Tranquility ttzat Na- 
nice has beſtow'd on him. 

[t is then certain, T hat theDelief of a God 
mikes the beſt foundation of all Plea- 
lures3 and the Opinion we have of him,  _: 
never ſuffers a Man to be without fatis- " 
action in his Proſperity, and comfort in 
his Adverſity. A Mind well ordered does 
not only taſt delights in the enjoyment of 
2 (300d it receives, 1t allo finds Dainties to 
thank its BenefaFor for z and every Re- 
iction it makes upon 'em 1s a new Sub- 
7 of ſatisfaFion. _ 

Tis to God we mult have recourſe 1n 
Aftiictions;and there is noAnguiſh ſo great, 


but it may be ſweetned by a total refigna- i 

ton to His Providence. 

Then let every one judge how much | 
Religion imports us, How much it ad- 
vantages 
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vantages us to acknowledg God, and t, 
ſubmit our ſelves to his will, as well jr 
conſideration of our Duty, as for the jr. 
tereſt of our Repole. 


— ————  —— 
— 


CHAT. IM. 


T hat we ought toreſtrain the Vin. 
lence of our Appetites,by cou(i-þ 
dering the true Worth of thi/e 


things we deſire. 


1 


[| Find nothing more profitable, and more Wi: 
important to any one that has a mind 
to taſte true Content 1n this Life, than roMſli 
oppoſe his greateſt Inclinations, and reduce 
his deſires to thoſe ſimple Motions w bi." 
we call Wiſhes. 9 

Nevertheleſs, as there 15 no Man but has Mts 
ſome particular Inclination and Favourite pm» 


Paſſion, ſo it isnot an eaſte thing to come | 


to an Indifference : But one may, notwith-M 4. 


ſtanding, weaken ones Chains 3 for thereva 
are no Bonds ſo ſtrong which Reaſon and Iſh 


Experience cannot break 1n time, | 
n 
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I effe&, as the ſweeteſt Obj:zAs have 
ir Gall, ſo there 1s no doubt but the 
art looſes mich of the force of its de- 
res by ſome diſguſt. At ſuch a time a Man 
it himſelf inſeof1bly up above theWorld, 
» Pleaſures that he was wont to bunt af- 
r with ſo much earneſtnefs, then appear 
ipid to him, He then {ees how much it 
nports him to underſtand the True Price of 
[ry 3 What pain, or what ſatisfaction 
ne finds 1n knowledg, that fo we may 
ot attempt any thing we may repent of 3 
x expect any thing we cannot hope to 
11G 
C With theſe proſpeQs, Is there any Man 
toſe Reformation one ought to doubt of? 
& that has been always usd to Submiſ- 
m and Obedience, (hall not he raiſe his 
elires to the glory of Command? The 
dy, ſhall not they eſtabliſh their hap- 
meſs in abundance, tho' they have been 
Ppreſt with wart? A Sluggard that ſuf- 
s the reward of his Idleneſs, and the 
mrſes of a bad Life, ſhall not he reckon 
n happy whom he ſees in the eſteem of 
boneſt and good Men? Thoſe that are 
MP barraſsd with a Crowd will they not 
WF" for the quiet of the Private ? 


j 
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The Court and its Pomp tires us; 
Woods and the Fields become uneafie t, 
us : But whoever has not taſted fully 
Vexation, cannot eaſily be perſuaded « 
its ſtrange effeRs. 

In ſhort, we may diſguſt our ſelves yi 
our condition, but not with thoſe 
have never experienc'd. And fee he 
the manner we ought to make uſe of « 
this occaſion, to find the Vanity of 
things. 

Although one has not all the Riche 


all the Merit, all the fair Qualities ; ye 


one may reflet on them who have a 
quir'd them by Fortune or Virtue, a 

diſcover the Anxiety they labour u 
der. We may fee them then oppreſt wit 
the ſame Maladzes, ſubjett as we tot 
ſame Diſeaſes that Nature affii@s w wit 
We ſhall ſee a Wiſe Man not able to 
fend himſelf from humour and folly : ! 
Heroe feeble, full of defeAs, and as mu 
a Man as they which are below him. Al 
the greateſt Originals of Exrope, as lil 
Jett to particular weakneſſes as the |: 

Copies. We ſhall find in the end, !! 
'tis impoſſible to renounce Nature, and! 
raife our ſelves above the condition ti 
God has plac'd us in. For in truth tt 


the & iolence of the Appetite: 1 F 
xe no great Men, if we compare 'em one 
ih another, but they are in themſelves 
ak, unequal, and deficient in ſome part 
7 other. Pomp and Splendor do not 
wisfy all thoſe whom they ſurround. 
xe exceſs of Delights palls our Appe- 
es oftner than it pleaſes 3 and all the 
lrantages of Nature and Fortune, join'd 
wether, know not how to create a full 
nd entire Happineſs, This confideration 
poderates the fierceneſs of our defires, 
dd it may be will deſtroy thoſe Inclina- 
ons we have ta the moſt ſenfible and 
leaſing ObjeAs: And then we ſhall ſearch 
fer our Content without diſquiet, en- 
y it without eagerneſs ; and loſe it 
juhoyt regret. 
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By Another Hand. 
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Here 1s no Paſhon which makes more 
unnappy people than this, which al 
molt all Men entertain for an Univerl: 
elteer : For excepting ſome Perſons 0 
truly Heroical Minds, who a& only fo 
the fatt{faction of their Conſcience, aſt 
ptriaps too for the approbation of god 
Men. all the reſt do that for Noiſe, w 1c 
ought to be done for Virtue, and {ufc 
themielves to be inchanted with the {1 
dow and appearance of a Thing, whoſere: 
Body doth not ſo much as affect them. 


They would have all their Aion: bt 


eſteemed Virtuows, but not that they ſhoul! 


andeed be fo 5 They wiſh nothing mot 


tſ::1: 1he applanſe of the people, tho' in tl 
midit of fuchacrowd and agitation 1s a 
rd 


Of Reputation, 21 
ct impoſſible to diſcern the Truth ; and 
without conſidering the Opinion of the 
ſ;e, they ſuppoſe that all things are to 
& decided by Numbers ; and that ihe ſen- 
ments of Learned Men, whom they are 
leaſed to call Fantaſtical Perſons, cannot 
lipſe their Fame. 

The moſt Ingenious demonſtrate on 
tis occafion a ſuffictent fineſs in their 
nduct 5 for being ſatisfied with them- 
lyes, and having had the Juck to con- 
nt honeſt Men by ſome eflential quality, 
bey accommodate themſelves in a groſs 
nanner to the humour of the People, 
id gain the Vulgar by outward {new and 
PPearance. | 

They commit voluntary Fopperies to 
pree with real Fops: They appear with- 
nt parts to the Stupid 3 Subtle with In- 
mueing Perſons3 Generous with Men of 
mourz and in a word adapt themſelves 
dall ſorts of CharaQers with ſo dextrous 
compliance, that one would ſay, Their 
Wmour is that of all others. 

But beſides that, in this way of pro- 


teding we betray our proper ſentiments, 


I that we oppoſe our ſelves to thedefign 
WF Nature, which has made us more for 
Wu {elves than for other Men ; I don't 
Db 3J . __ ob- 
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obſerve that theſe perſons with all the 
good-humour and complaiſance., with 
their feints and their diſſzmnlation:, ey 
arrive at the point which they propoſe t 
themſelves. On the other (ide, | hay 
known it a Thouſand times by experi 
ence, That thoſe Men who are ſo greed 
of Reputation , almoſt always loſe it þ 
that very irregularity and greedineſs wit 
which they ſeek it 5 and that nothing ( 
much interrupts their defign, as their : 
cz{ſrve Paſſion to obtain it. 
in effect, (ſhew me the Man who has 
any time had z#erzt and good fortune ſuffi 
ent-to acquire an eſteem #ruly gener: 
Who is he that was ever powerful enouy 
to ſuppreſs the calummies of all his E 
exies? And who is he that has beenab 
hitherto, to ſtop the month of Envy. 
[ can certify, that I have known (ot 
Perſons ſo very agreeable, and fo virtw 
that a Man could not converſe v 
them without admiration , and 
They made Partiſans even of their : 
Enemies 3 and one muſt have been b 
even to exceſs, either to withſtand 
Charms of their Converſation, or not tl 
won by the Goodneſs of their Nature. 
far all this, I have ſeen ſome enyiow! 


ils oppoſe their avalice to ſo conſpicuors 2 
rtvez and according as they had either 
dreſs or power, ſtop the courſe of an 
flew (o juſt, and ſo well eſtabliſhed. 
Now, fince it is impoſhible to catch this 
ſying Vapour, after which I ſee the whole 


obtain it with ſo much application, and 
rains fo ill rewarded ! 

Belides this, a Fop that defires this e- 
frem with paſſzon, and does not deſerve 
t, cannot long enjoy it. A good Mars 
om the otherhand,ſoon makes refle@ions up- 
on the weakneſ7 and frailty of this little 
Gdzand feeling his mviſeries eventhrough 
the applayſes which are given to his ſelic:- 
hy, be ſuffers diſquiets and uneafineſſes,when 
the World cries up bis advantages and his 
tpineſi, Vere glorie cupidi nul/2 ratione 
(ureſcere poſſunt, cum non inveniant unde 
pojunt aliquatenws gloriari. 

ln effett, Have not we ſcen a Veſpaſiar, 
#0 amongſt all his wagrificence and ſplen- 
&r , tired with the tediouſneſs of the 
[riamph, and ſeofible of thevanity of that 
{ory for which the People flatter him, ap- 
far melancholy and jad > nay,in thevery 
ſfivals that were celebrated to thank the 
Gods for his Fortune and Proſperity ? 

Bb 4 Have 


World runs, What folly is it to Jabourto - 


» 
= = ” - 
—_ "I » A i 4s 
4 _ "- _- ” = > 
n "OT" w oy 7% 9” n<gÞ"; 0p = 


24 Of Reputation. 

Have not we ſeen that great and fq;. 
midableKing of Sweder: deſpiſe the acc. 
waitons of the People? and reject the P;. 
negyricks of Orjators ? 

The Duke of Candale, whom we late 
loſt, regretted by all good Men, Had nat 
'he as great an averſion for this kind of 
eftecms, as our ordinary Courtiers-exprek; 
zeal to procure tf 

It isthen undeniably true, That 'tisim- 
poſiible to acquire it, and that tho! we 
ſhould obtain, yet the poſſcttion of it 
wou'd be abſolutely unſerviceable;That a 
it depends leſs vpon our ſelves, than upon 
Fortune, it is found liable to her incon- 
ſtancies, That it is a noiſe which {trikes 
nothing but the Ear, and which cannot 
form a ſenſible impreſſion upon a No: 
Sonl. 

If we have a mitd then to labour for 


our happineſs, let us endeavour to (atisy 


the Minds of the Wiſe, who are, 't1s true, 
but few 1n number, but from whom we 
may receive real Approbations. 

Hatiliuys would not have a wiſe as 
hazard his Life for the repoſe of Foo!: 
But fince we owe our Services and out 
ſe]ves to the advantage of our Countrey, 


£n1 the good of our Friends, we ought 
always 
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ways to do AGions worthy of publick Ap- 
zlawſe, and tO deſpiſe that very renowr, 
fer we have once perform'd them, 

[| would not, at the ſame time, adviſe 
ach a fort of diftmtereſſedreſs as ſhould 
xt-nd to the finding no ſat#faG7on in the 
ers we deſerve 5 but as Cenſures follow 


robations cloſe at the heels, let us re- 


be the edge of Malice, by withſtanding 
thoſe falſe praiſes which render it the more 
ſenſible to us 5 let us take advantage of a 
rod Reputation, and not to be ſoſottiſh- 


| (tiff, as to forbid our ſelves all ſort of 
mplaiſance relating to our own Merits : 


And if the Publick has unjuſt Thoughts of 
vet us appear from their Opin7z0z: to the 
Judgment of the Wiſe, and ſo retire with- 
n our ſelves to receive cofort from the 
tlimony of our Conſcience. 
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CHAP. V. 
Of V exations and Diſpleaſure, 
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By the ſame Hand. 
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IS one of the greateſt Secrets « 

Life to know how to ſweeten ow 
Troubles, and if we cannot pet rid of our 
Afﬀii@ions, at leaſt to weaken the influ 
ences of them. Without-this we muſt 
folve to be often miſerable; for being a 
poſed toan infinite number of Misfortun« 
there hardly paſles a day but preſents 

* with a taſt of ſome new unhappineh. 
Now, I don't know any Remedy 
effecual for this purpoſe as fore/;ght 3 anc 
whoever makes an exa& refletion upd! 
the diſappointments and croſſes of human 
Life, will find himſelf corſolable at le: 
in his ſevereſ# diſgraces, For, as 'tis nall 
ral for us to make avigerows defence agall 
a premeditated aſſeult, the Soul which f 


pai 


= >” I I” ry wm, = & 


2>-OfI 


=] 


0f Pexatins and Diſpleaſwres. 17 


ares it ſelf for refſtance , throngh the 


nfideration of danger, is much leſs ſha- 
ken and concern'd at it. 


[ would have every one then (o to fore- 
ſee and expe all kinds of M5sfortunes, 


that they may not be ſurpriſed at whatever 


happens. 
Let a happy Courtier enjoy the favour 
of his Prince, and poſſeſs, as long as it 


ſhall pleaſe him, the delights of his good 


Fortune : but let the example of ſo many 
Falls diſpoſe him to miftruſt the firmneſs of 
bis ſcituation 3 Ler him not always raiſe 
his Eyes, becauſe he is at the top of the 
Wheel, but humble them ſometimes ; let 
him regard the place from whence he be- 
pn to rife, and conſider the firft degree of 
s Fortune, as a Precipice, to which he 
q my every moment fall again. 

Let not a General of an Army be al- 
ways fecure of Victory, nor be puffed up 
with the Glory he has won, as much by 
the aſſiſtance of his Troops, as by his own 
Valour. One ſingle day may determine 
his Fortune 3 but then after the loſs of a 
Batel, Jet not him, who was before en- 
compaſſed with ſo many people, ſuppoſe 


bimfelf to be deſtroyed with them: He 
muſt be unconcerned, he muſt return tg 
bim{clf,and enjoy himſelf again. Let 


ee Lat 
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Let not a Prince confide in his Empire 
_ without Reaſon,nor let the obedience of 
many people raſhly flatter his Self-Love 
In Four and twenty hours we have {en 
Kings in the Throze, and following aCþz. 
riot, In the courſe of a few days, we 
have ſeen a Prince Triumph, and led in 
Triumph. The Revolt of the People, Or the 
loſs of a Battel, may diſpoſleſs him of the 
Crown, and put his Scepter into a Foreign: 
ers hand. 

And here I cannot forbear to make an 
open confeſſion : I adore the Romans, and 
believe they were ſomething more than 
Men. I cannot without a ſenſible emo- 
tion conſider Brutus and Caſſizs, who 
knowing the frailty of humane greatne/; 
agreed before the Battel began how to 
diſpoſe of their Lives, and conſidering th: 
uncertainty of the event, embrac'd on: 
another as if they were never to cet 4: 
gain, Methinks I ſee them giving ther 
laft Adiens with theſe noble ſentiments of 
Aﬀedion and Courage. 

The Vulgar imagine there is a timoroul: 
neſs in fore/ight, and as they are unable t0 
conceive any fort of danger without ſear, 
perſuade themſelves that a Man cannot fal 


znto it without blindneſs, But as t1s " 
fault 
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lt of fach weak Reaſoners,to ventureup- 
on many things they don't underſtand, and 
10 renounce them as ſoon as they come 
o know them; ſo it belongs only to 
Men of ſenſe to foreſee the dangers that 
threaten theme, and to ſnftain with the ſame 
equality of mind, the favours ard diſgraces 
if Fortune. 

But 'tis not ſufficient for us to prepare 
our ſelves only againſt the loſs of the pro- 
herities of Life, tor there are many other 
proofs of our Conſtancy : The death of 
our Friends, and even our own, much 
nore ſenſibly affe& us 3 and therefore we 
ought to expett it with a more ſolemn 
reparation, than a bare ſimple privation 
of extrinſic things, which ought to be 
ndifferent to wiſe Men. | 

| am thinking every day how many 
ings are dear to me, and after I have 
wOnfidered them as femporary and periſha- 
ie, I then prepare my {elf to undergo the 
lofs of them without weakneſs. 

When the Sun begins to ſhine, I don't 
rely upon ſeeing the Evening. The day 
nd the moment wherein I ſhall die, will 
It Not reſemble that which I ſpend to day? 
A Man ſhall equally hear the burry of the 
World, ſhall enjoy the light, and live af- 
tEr 
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ter the ſame manner. Now, fince we my 


all die, and are in fo great uncertaintie, Ml £ 
as to the time of death, let us prepare oil 1 
ſelves, from this day, toleave one another Ml 1 
There doth not paſs an hour but ſome. 
body loſes a Friend, I may then likeyifM 
reaſonably expect every moment to loſe { 
one of mine 5; and whenever ſuch a thing q 
happens, the circumſtances of Eis death b 


will not encreaſe my ſorrow nor my af. 
flition. Perhaps he will ſhed his Blool 
upon a Scatiold ; perhaps a Fire will 
duce him to Aſhes, or he ſhall be (walloy- 
ed up in the Sea:But don't imagine that the 
circumſtances of his death ſhould redouble 
my grief,and that I (hould complain of nc 
thing ſo much at his Fuzeral,as the mante 
of his loſs; Tis he that 1 find wanting 
and it isof no importance whether he w: 
taken from me by Water, Sword, or Fire 
Not that I would be here ſo wretchec 
ly miſunderſtood, as if I would have 
Man become a Barbarian in order to 
erciſe himſelf to Conſtancys or that \ 
ture or Friendſhip bave not a right to« 
tra tears from us, I am fo far from i 
vancing ſo Brutal an inſenfibility, thit 
maintain on the other fide,it would bel 
buman to refuſe them on certain oceaſio 


f 
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We figh and weep juſtly enough in the 
firſt motions of our Grief, but a ſtrong, 
vigorous Soul ought ſoon after to retire 
within it ſelf, and return to that happy 
cituation from whence the diſorders of its 
Pfiov bad removed it. For can a rea- 
ſonable Man conſider the wrprofitableneſs 
i his Tears, and the vanity of bis regret, 
but he muſt of necefiity bluſh ar a long 
and violent AﬀiiFion & 


Indeed in thoſe caſes where we arcable 
to repair our i} Succeſſes, I am wholly of 


opinion that we ought to employ all ſorts 
of Remedies : But in a fatal Accident 
which is never to be retrieved, pray tell 
ne what is the ſervice of a ridiculow af- 
fiSion, and paying Fears which are atbeſt 
troubleſome to thoſe who ſhed them, and 


_— to thoſe tor whom they are 
\ 


Why do we figh, er why complain £2 
All theſe Tears are ſhed in vain; 
Deaf to our ſorrows and our grief, 
The Dead receive not this relief. 


Beſides this, we are to conſider, that 
the moſt ſenſible perſons in the World at 
eh forget their tenderneſs 3 and KL... 

Sou 
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Soul which at firſt is afflited to exceſs, ſoon 


makes a relaxation of this violence, anq 


1s not long in exhauſting the whole ſtock 
of its ſorrow. 

Our Complaints wear with our Year, 
and as the Obje& begins to remove it ſel 
from our imagination, our diſpleaſure fo 
its loſs is inlenſibly removed from oy; 
mind, | 

If we were wile then, Should we not 
without reluctance reſign up thoſe ſenti- 
ments of Grief to our Reaſon , which 
Weakneſs at laſt is conſtrain'd to reſign 
to the length of Years ? | 

A Father who died but two or three 
hours ago, 1s as efi<Ctually dead as any of 
our Anceſtors; and that which is no more 
for us, ought no longer to affect us. 


Tour Father, ſummon'd by bis Fate, 
Now mixes with his Grother-ſhades below. 
Not the leaſt tittle of your State, 

Your Grief, or Sorrow does he know. 
Tho but laſt night be loſ} his breath, 

Vet ſince He's in the hands of Death, 
He's full as dead a5 Czlar, who we k109 
Died ſo many years ago. 


This ' 
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This Reaſon alone 1s capable of ſweet- 
ing our bitterneſs, and appeaſing all the 


"tions Of our Greif: He whom I loſt 


it now, feels nothing, has no further 
tre in the day, and enjoys no more Life 
in thoſe who were {ſwallowed up in the 
)lugez Why then ſhould 1 torment my 
f jn vain after a ſhadow, that has net- 
her Voice nor T howght £2 


IViſely your vain complaints give 0're, 

This fooliſh Tribute pay no more. 

For empty ſhadows why ſhould Tears 
' be ſhed e | 


Let's bury even the memory of the Dead. 


We ought farther to conſider, That in 
Is rigorous ſeparation Soul and Body, 
ture commits No more violence, and 
lows no more 111 uſage to us than ſhe does 
) the reſt of the World: Of all theſe 
odigious {warms of Men which fill the 
th, ſhew me one {ingle perion who 
xempted from the cruelty of her Laws. 
| very well know that every one has a 
ile of his affli@ior1, and that thoſe whoſe 
ample I .alledge here, relent and com- 
an as well as we : For as we dont for- 
ar to taſt our own happineſs, when we 
Gc Know 
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know the fclicity of others3 fo the know 
ledg we have of the wiſeries of our cqua), 
deprive not us of the ſenſe of our oy 
misfortunes : And ftince private Perſpy 
partake in the Publick Rejoycings, Hyy 
ſhould they otherwiſe than ſhare 1 thy 
General Sorrow £ 
There are fome common mi; "7.1; 
which have a relation to all Men, UL: x 
very Man has his particular ſentiments g 
them, and ſo eadures, in that ſenſe, th; 
whole weight of his afffi@ion hingly, 
Let us confeſs the Truth : That whic 
atiects us moſt in onr difgraces, 1s wo lit nd 
body bear a reſemblance to us. We cinny 
with any patience behold our tcl ves d: 
ſtined to fufter an #rhappireſs alone, whic 
all the World may be affefed with as 1! 
as we. And to ſpeak ſoberly, not! ! 
much augments the ſharpneſs of our aj, 
6/7, as the fierceneſs and pride oi ihv! 
who icem ro brave and deſpiſe chem. 
Now 1t is not mankind alone that 2: 
tends us ro deathzall Animals, of what jj: 
cies icever, arrive tothe ſame end, and ul 
dergo the ſame Law. That ſtrength, di 
terity and foreſight which Nature has © 
towed upon them for the corſervation 0 
their Life, is of no ſe and ſervice to t\* 


at their death. The 
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The moſt infenſible things have their 
1. which is a fort of death to ther. 

10.C Vciy Ix amparts that WETE Proof 4=- 
ainſt all the batteries of the Cannon, and 
violence of Men, will fooner or later 
ave their ſhare 1n this razverſal ruine, 
te Elements themſelves, which compoſe 
| things, will be at laſt deſtroyed. 
ie Heavens will be turned topſy-turvy 3 
eSun and Stars will loſe their light ; 
id all the Maſs of the World will becon- 
wnded 1n a general ruine : Can we then 
mand with juſtice the everlaſting Health 
ſour Friends, or of our ſelves * And fince 
emuſt dye of neccility, Is 1t not a com- 
It for us to know, that all the things we 
ve ſeen will periſh, and ſuffer the ſame 
liny with us ? 

[be Stars ſþal/ loſe their glorious light, l 


lhe Flement ſhall jarr and fight, 

And all be buried in vaſt night. 

The Great Creator of this Ball, 

Maſter and Sovereign Lord of All, 

ko out of Nothing did diſplay, 

dirs and Earth, and Fire and Sea, 

ill with the ſame Almighty Hand, 

To Primitive Nothing All Command. 
and this great Change, to our ſurprize, 
May happen ere to morrows Sun does T1/c. 
CT, Lute 


36 Of Yexations and Diſpleaſures, 


Bur behold now an AfiGion, of whic 
I am ſo ſenſible, that no Arguments, no »; 
| bief drawn from Philoſophy, can make x 
ſupport it : Lis that Concern which pj 


lick Calamities inſpire me with, in \whic 


my Senlcs intereſt me in ſpite of my (ef 

| :m not 2ble to hear the (iroans of i 
Peop!e; I cannot underſtand their Cri 
nor behold their Tears, witnout feelin 
my ſeli afte&tcd with a real Compaſſion, 

[ cannot be a ſpefttor of the diſord: 
of my Countrey, nor conſider the ambit 
of its Oppreſſors, without concetving 1 
invincible averſton ſor ther. 

We likewiſe experience ar other ſort 
Vexation, which invades us In the mid 
of Pleaſure ir ſelf: It 1s nothing elle 0 
tentimes but a d/vuſt of abundance ; | 
our Sou] having not ſtrength enough ! 
digeſt it, ſuffers a mighty remiſiion in! 
vigour of its faculties, and yields at Jeng! 
to the violence of thele exce/jer. 

Now for thi-, I find no better, and i 
deed, no other remedy, than to moderi 
our Paſſzons, and to manage our Plea|ur 
with a prudent and wiſe Oeconomy: 

Thus Epicurus revived his Appetite © 
abſtinence, and avoided all exceſſes toll 
the inconvenience of Debauchery ; and 
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% continual ſociety even of the beſt Men, 
).,mes at length tireſom or inſenſible, 
4c perſons that have a delicate appre- 
kijon of Pleaſure will voluntarily re- 
move themſclves fryum one annther, to a- 
rod the drſquiet 14; threatens them, and 
have a berier talt of the charms of Con- 
wrſation, by a new vigour which they 
xſtow upot therr Thoughts. 

There reinair's ncthing more for me to 
veck of, but another fort of Yexation, 
zhoſe Cauſe T am not able to divine ; and 
;'tis extreamly difficult to know the real 
bjet of it; I find that it 1s hard toſweet- 
n it, or to withſtand 1t: It is a Secret 
pleaſure which hides it (elf 1n the bot- 
om of the Sou], and which we fee! much 
ftter than we can diſcover. *Tis that 
ch goes to Bed with us, which awakes 
id rifes with us, whichattends us at our 
lepaſts, which follows us in our Walks, 
ch we carry along with us, as well in 
Crowd, asin Retirement, and which doth 
0t forſake thoſe wham it has once ſeized, 
| it has exhauſted all its power upon 
UeM. 
lhave had a weariſome experience of 
1s Malady, and have often felt the whole 
terneſs of it : I have gone with it to 

Ec. the 
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the Play-houſe, and have come out win 
the ſame. I have carried 1t into the |; 
Converſations without any relief; I hays 
during its exceſſes, uſed the moſt :9rce; 
ble Diverſions, but was infenſibtz to the 
all the while 3 and in the midſt of th jy 
lick Joy, have been conſtrained to ſh; 
my 4 humour, and to appear di ſoujts 
with the ſweeteſt contentmeents of I if: ; mn 
at laſt have found no other Remedy t 
Charm it, but the pleaſure of good [in 
and good Drinking. 
Good Cheer with our Friends 1s t 
Soveraign R<medy againſt this ſort of Fe 
ation; for belides that Converſation, wii 
then becomes more free and pleaſant, i 
{colibly firceters 1t, tis certain that I; 
r.vives the forces of Nature, and gives 0 
Soul vigour ſufficient to exclude ail ſort 
Melancholly. 
| know ivme morole, urnfociable Pe 
ſons Will, at leaſt in outward f{hew at 
appearaiice, deciare a great averſion 
this Remedy, whoſe Delights notw! 
ſtanding they do not contemy, But \tt 
banith all grzzaces heres I] am Iified 
turbed at their aiftaken feveritics, Ni 
tie molt rigid Philoſopher of the VWoridl 
preieribed us this very Remedy 5 inc 


_ 
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Wccreſt of our Iluſtrious Men have fub- 
Writcd, if I may fo expreſs my ſelf, their 
1 auſtere Virtues to the charms of this 
6 WM , 

yrceable pleaſure 3 and Hince the beſt fort 
if Perſons dijown not the Uſe of it; but 
ve only Content to co77e#rn the Exceſs. 


[ 
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Fter having diſcourſed of our Di/- 

gufts, and the means of qualifying 
tie bitterneſs of them, it 1s not improper 
0 entertain our {elves about the Pleaſures 
f Life, 

Although, to ſpeak the Truth, extriniic 
ings contribute much to our Pleaſures, 
nd 'tis not enough to have Senſes, unleſs 
ie have Objetts to content them; yet the 
Mititude of them being almoſt infinite, 
% 12 6fte& we find 3 it ſeems that our hap- 


Gc 4 pineſs 
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pineſs depends in ſome meaſure upon gy; 
ſclves, and that our greateſt diverſion; 1; 
unpleaſant to ns, it our Senſes are not jn 
diſpolttion to receive them = 

As for my ſelf, I amof opinion that ye 
ſhould never dcbar our minds of tho 
innocent pleaſures which occurr, but jiy 
free from all thoſe diſquietudes that a con. 
{iteration of what 15 paſt uſes to in{vſe 
as from the diſturbance we COIiceive (wr 
what's to come. 

Thepreſent time only 1s ours, and if we 
were wiſe, we ſhould manage every mo- 
ment as 1t were the laſt; but nothing 1s more 
ordinary, than the evil uſe we make 0 
that time which Nature has allowed us. 

There are few Men but would livelong 
enough, if they knew how to live well; 
but it happens fer the moſt part, that when 
we are a dying, we complain of not ha- 
ving lived as yet, 

If we are deſtined to a long Life; we 
diſturb it by the fear of not arriving to 
it; and when we are come to our limita- 
tion, we have nothing elſe left us bur the 
concern of having manaeg'd it very 1l.. 


This Pleaſure which now preſents it {cl 


3s perhaps the laſt I ſhall be fenſible of 3 a1 


Infinite number of pains may overwhelm 


Of Pleaſures. Al 
ne a moment after, Who then ſhell hin- 
ler me from enjoying my {elf innocently, 
I ohilft I may ? Muſt the difference of pla- 
ces, OT the inequality of Objects, keep 
ne always 1n diſorder, when I have power 
0 live contented 1n all parts of the Earth? 

[ grant that indeed certain Perſons are 
lerer to 445, and more agreeable than 0- 
thers 3 that as there are different Subjefts 
0 divert us, ſothere are delights moreand 
&s adetring 3 But for the ſake of a plea- 
fre which | earneſtly hoped,” am I to de- 
Ipiſe all others 2? 
| That Life which (lides away in the 
Countrey, is no leſs mine than that I paſs 
n Paris. The days wherein I am wholly 
ied in Grief, will be reckoned to me as 
well as my moſt joyful Feftivals 5 and will 
contribute as much as they to makeup the 
number which muſt confine my years. 

Why then ſhould the charms of my Re- 
joſe be troubled here by the remembrance 
of thoſe Pleaſures I ſhould have taſted, or 
by the imagination of thoſe which 1 pre- 
tend to enjoy £ 

Tis an imprudence to be deſirous thus 
return to thoſe places we had foriaken 
nd to endeayour to be preſent in thoſe, 
nere we cannot be ſo ſoon. | 


It 


e 
Admit it 15 not, a Man may har: Yo m- 
merce with bimſclf, and with Per {04s that 
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If the Fleaſures we find 1n the Cour; 


it; 


are differen; bom thoſe of the Corr; Ws 
us endeavour to adapt our minds ty the; : 
For who can hinder us irom exa!;; ng. ard 
bumbling our (clves 1a this manier 7 if 
have here neither Vit Pegs r 
Balls, nor Play-houſe 5 but then we \ io 

no di/araces.,nv ſervitude tofearor un: 


ove MULOD 1s [1Ot 9 agreeably 


kowever are not troubleforne. 

Cato entertain'd himſelf with Ci:/-!rey 
after he had applied himielt all the day 0 
the Service of the Commonwealth ; and 
our beſtWits in France diſdain not to hear 
2 Tale from one of their Seryant:, after 
the moſt ſeries Diſcourſes. 

A Man muſt endeavour to live eaſi:y in 
all places, and taſt thoſe Pleaſures which 
his reſpe&ive abode can furniſh him with, 

Let us not play the Philoſophers lo 
much, as to condemn by our arfterity the 
Magnificence of the Court, | wilh we 
could imnate the Virtue of the Ancient 
Romans, Let us be Juſt, let us be Gene 
rous as they were ; but we may very we 
neglect thoſe extravagant Maxiws, whole 
ſ-vernty Corres tewer Perſons ry 


{CAarec, 
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if we have not wherewith to be ſplen- 
jd, let us not accuſe others of an immo- 
erate ſplendor 3 for certainly one cannot 
ondemn ſo much fine Workmanſhip pro- 
tced by human [nduftlry, without being 
fntaſtica?! y ſevere, 

One may admire the Pomp of a glorious 
(ity, very innocertly; one may partake 
of the delights of Perfumes, and the ſatis- 
fauFions of Muſick; In.ſhorrt, One may be- 
told with pleaſure the delicacy of Painting, 
md yet not 2nſringe the Laws of Temper- 
ance, 

If, by conſtraint, or inclination, we have 
eſtabliſhed our reftdence in the Conntrey, 
kt us there leave off admiring the Labours 
of Man, in order to Contemplate the 
Works of the Creator, and the Wonders 
of Nature : Let us remove our thoughts 
tom the Pride and Clorics of the Court, 
and innocently taſt the ſweets which ac- 
cur 11, ſolitary places. 

The Heavers, the Sun, the Stars, the 
Elements, have not they Beauties enough 
toſatisfy the mind that contemplates them? 

The extent of Plains, the courſe of Ri- 
vers, the Meadows, the Flowers, the Ri- 
volets, have not they ſuilicient Eharms to 


enchant the ſight * 


The 


| It's lewd pretences ne're betray'd me, 
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The Muſick of Birds,is that ever wantir 
in our Grovgs? And it it is true, that ne 
have learnt theirs from the Nightingale. 
What advantage may we receive by having 
ſo great a number of theſe little Maſter; 
at our Service, without being in our Pay 


El}, whate're fins by turns hy 
ſway 'd me, 
Ambition never reach d my heart. 


In publick ills to ad a part. 
Tt others Fameor Wealth purſuing, 
Deſpiſe a mean but ſafe retreat, 
F'll ne're contrive Hy Own undoing, 


Nor ftoop ſo low as to be great. 


The faithleſs Court, the pen{rve Change, 
What ſolid Pleaſures can they give © 
Oh, let we -in the Country range, 
[7s there we breath, tis there we live. 


The beauteous Scene of aged Mountain! 
Smiling Valleys, murmuring Fountain, 
Lambs in flow'ry Paſtures bleating, 
Ecchos our complaints repeating. 
Birds in cheerful Notes expreſſing 
Natures bounty, and their bleſſing 
1 heſe afford a laſting pleaſure, 
V#hout guilt, without meaſure. | 
[1 
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In a word, we may live contented in a- 
ry part of the World, and we only change 
qur pleaſure, when we change the place of 
cur abode, | 

Here the mind finds its ſatisfaction 1n the 
tndy of Nature 5 Here our Senſes meet 
with their delights;and whoever 1s capable 
of moderation, may find 1n all places but 
00 fertile a ſcene for his contentment. 
Neither the limits of Solitude, nor the 
little ſpace of a Priſon, can hinder a wiſe 
Van from finding mis tranquillity : He 
nay meditate there, and with plea- 
ure refle& on the good Attions he has 
lone, and comfort himſelf by the pleaſing 
thoughts of his Innocence, 

A Man does not always lie under a ne- 
cility to enjoy the full extent of the Fields 
In order to be happy. Our happineſs for 
the general part lies in our ſelves 3 ard as 
ve ſometimes find our ſelves uneaſy uii- 
der the full enjoyment of our Liberty, {0 
It may very well happen, that we may be 
atisfied even 1n thoſe Priſons in which we 
re confined, 

The moſt cruel Tyrants inthe Univerſz 
could never yet find Dungeons for our 
Souls 3 they cannot become Maſters of it, 
unlefs we are willing to enflave it our 


ſelves; 
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ſelves 5 Their Chains cannot bind it. 
let thc Body be enclos'd in what place j 
will, it changes. neither place nur hah; 
tation, 

Thus we may find contentments ever 
where; Let us endeavour only to enj 
them with moderation; and reſt perſuade 
that it 1s an error to condemn Pleaſures 
Pleaſures, and not as they are ——Y ant 
unlawful. 

In trath, let them be never ſo inn 
cent, the exceſs is always criminal, 
tends not only to our diſgrace, but t 
our di//alisfadion. AWManthat loſcth bi 
Reputation by Debauchery, very often loſt 
his Health too, and hurts his Conſtituti 
no lets than his Honour. 

If we are inſenſible to the Charm 6 
Pleaſure, let us excite our Taft aid our 
Appetite by a juſt conſideration of thok 
pains which are their contraries. 

Let "thoſe who find NE 2 20Qur 
in the conycnicncies of Life, ta! ", 
happineſs by the oppoſition ©; the nece 
ſities of others; and let the ae | 


misfortunes make them deliciouſly £00) 


thatfelicity which they poſleſs. 


Let a good Man make refleCtion> up! 


the ſtate of his Conſcience, and rcj9y 


tha 
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hit he finds netther emay nor anguiſh in 
he bottom of his hear 

Let Health, which we ordinarily taſt 
fer the fame manner as we do an i»nſer- 
il: ood 3 let this rich preſent of Nature, 
[lay be {lt more lively by the compari- 
bn of Diſeaſes and Infirmities, to which 
{many others are liable. 
Let a Man of good Health, efteem him- 
{ft happy, not only in the enjoyment of 
tis felicity, bur let the thought of endn- 
Mg nothing amon oft fo many troubleſom 
0bjz&s that encompaſs him, render him 
ill more undiiturbed 5 Let him TEJOYCE 
oi only for the good forture which he en- 
ys, but likewife for the »nhappaneſs he 
a wg Let the Plcaſure which he taſts, 
te Pain wiich heſuffers not, contri- 
Mu. 6. nals to give him new fſatisfactions. 

"> +: What remains, let ns baniſh that 
| -d.xly paſſion of Ervy, that vile in- 
paſtion which corrupts all 
 dſures, Let not our Eyes or Ears 
{ .c 10 the leaſt concerned for poſleſ- 
1» that don't belong to us3 but let us 
hy without Covetouſneſs, of all the 
harms of thoſe places which we go to 
t Every thing that is made for the 
leaſure of fight, Doth it not bctong to 
Pic 
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| Danger, if he did not expect that ſatisfadti- 


me, ſo long as it 1s expoled before mine) 

The Louvre, Luxembourg Houſe, ang 
the Trilleries,as much belong to me, when 
I am gazing upon their beauty,as to thoſe 
whoſe legally they are. For, to ſpeak 
properly, nothing can be ours, but by an 
actual enioyment. The concluſion which 
I infer from all theſe Diſcourſes, is, that 
we ought to rejoyce with Moderation, 
To apprehend this Aſſertion rightly, al 
that is done in the World, is done only 
for pleaſure ; and tho we take differ: 
ways, yet we ſce all mankind incline to 
the ſame end. 

He that ſearches for Reputation in the 
Field, and breaks through all the danger; 
of Fire and Bullets to obtain Honour, 
would not expoſe himſelf to the Jeaft 


on one finds in himſelt, or that which 1; 
derived from Fams, 

He that grows old in. his Cloſet, 4: 
mong(t a parcel o: Mouldy, Moth eat 
Books, would not employ the leaſt pains 
in the acquiſition of Sciences, it he did 
not receive ſome pleaſure in the purſuit: 
All our Actions have no real object, but 
Pleaſurez without that the moſt Labort- 


ous Perſons would Live languiſhing uy 
| 1dit 


| 
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!!e *'Tis that alone which makes us ac- 
ive 3 ts that which ſtirs all bodies; 'tis 
tat which gives motion to all the Uni- 
rerſe; Let every one then follow that me- 
hod which ſuits beſt with his 72zocert in- 
dinations, and enjoy all Delights that pre- 


ent themſelves to him, when they are not 


xpugnant to the true Sentiments of Ho- 
wr, or Conſcience. 
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| Heer, Madam, that you lament the 
death of Monſieur M *- + + and am fen- 
ble that it is your Duty to lament it: He 
154 perſon of extraordinary Merit ; he 
Wd you tenderly ; he had done you 
at Services: How cruel, how unjuſt, 
y, how ungratefal would you be, if 
01 did not bewail his loſs ! I am ſo well 
D d 14% 
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perſwaded of the greatneſs of it, thi: j 


am even in pain to knowit you hayehe; 
able to preferve your Senſes all this whil:: 1 
I wiſh the abandoning of your Eyes 1". 
Mouth tc ſorrow may be the utmoſt of yo q 
affligion : What way ever you clcape Ml; 
you will o1Ve the World {ulli tent Prout: 0 
of your}:i/dow, if you dont rm Ml q 
_ Lei others ſhed Tears by meaſure, 11M; 
proportion their ſadneſs to the occaſion oli, 
It, [ ſhall not be ſurpriſed \ but 1 woul, | 
be an amazing thing to ſee you «fit yougM 
felt by Rules 3 you, who may {o jul, 
mourn, you, *#-ho have no other way rol; 
fignalize your gratitude than by your /:W;; 
mentation. ng 
Perhaps it may be repreſ:nted to youll 

that you ought to weep with mcre moe 
ration, and that your Sex, your Agr. 11M); 
your Condition, exempt vuu {rom avnfiſ}; 
doning your felt intircly ro your Gi 
But believe me Madam, don't tor all thai 
deprive your ſelf of the ſatisfaction Mer 
Weeping 3 Anſwer the Duties of jv 
Friendſhip to the full :4Mourn witioul 4 
conſtraint for a Man, whoſe chaſt delighMWin 
you were ; and without ſhame lament WL: 
Man, who covld not be but the delighW0 
I 


of the Chaſt. In dying he has {ct all yo 
| el 


] 
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&ntiments at Liberty; and his death de- 
\rcrs 100 from thole ſcruples, which tor- 
need you during his Life, 

It would be in vain for Slander to mil- 
nerpret your complaints : The Relation 
hit was bet wixt him ard you doth but 
00 highly juſtify you, Tis apparent, as 
jou were fo nearly joyn'd in blood, no- 
hing but a lawful correſpondence could 
le eſtabliſhed between you. 

You could find nothing 1n him but V/zt, 
Honour and Wiſdom : Theſe Qualities, 
znerally ſpeaking, are not overmuch the 
avourites of our Senſes. They are fitter to 
raiſe Friendſhip than Love; and to ſerve 
$23 fupport for Virtue, than to affuc:! 
matter for Paſton. | 

You could not be tempted, either with 
Tonth, Beauty, Riches or Splendor : He 
al neither wherewith to purchaſe, or ſe- 


duce you 3 and Nature and Fort une e- 


qually conſpired to deny him what might 
fagea Lady of your merit to Love, and 
vat might engage himſelf to imiſcarry. 
aas! who js ignorant that if you had been 
nclined to one of the two, either your 
Loye might have choſen Demy- Gods tOF It's 


Wl oojects, or your Wants might have found 


Treaſures for their Recompenſe £ 
Dd 2 [ct 
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Let them alone then, let them talk wi 


kave not the giſt of ſilence : Innocer,; 
and Virtue are not a ſufficient ſanGtuz;; 


agaipit Calummy. Sandity it {elf His ny 


defended the Pauls, the Melaniws's : : 1 


it Canonized Friendſhips have been ju. 

ed, why ſhould not yours, as una 

as 1t 15, be brought into queſtion - 
Beizdes, Where's the advantaye of wn. 


ſiraining your ſelf £ you run an «qual h1. 


zard, both by di[ſamulation, and by 4: 
vnlging your Grief. 

If you divulge it, you will perhaps 1 
waken the Reproach 3 but if you diſſzm 
ble, you will undoubtedly encreaſc 1; 
And as it is always ſooner faſtened upon 
concealed AFions, than thole that are above- 
board, : will impute your moderation 11 


your Artifice, and the ſerenity of your Þ act 


to the eaſie ſubmiſſion of your mind. 
But, Madam. 1 would have your Gr: 
keep to appearances, and take a ſuperfici:! 
Calm for a profound Tranquillity. What 
will you advance by this Condud ? It it 
doth not find you too tender, it will find 
you too ungrateful. I leave it to you t0 
judge, whether it is bettzr to be acculed 
of 'a Vice, or of a Paſſion ? And if it! 


more ſhameful to appear ſuſceptible of Low, 


than capable of ingratitude ? Put 
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But why ſhould I ſeek Reaſons to en- 
courage YOUr afflicF 1017 2 Canitbe polltble 
hat yon ſhould fear to hazard your Tears 
won the dearn of your Friends, and that 
100 muſt be heartned againſt the attempts 
of Calurazy, to diſpoſe you to pay the laſt 
Foes to Friendſhip £ 

\ the mean time, what can my deſign 

.-e? and who obliges me to wiſh that 
J.r Grief mav he frce and violent, in- 
11 of being moderate and conſtrained E 
|v ud have it free, leſt it ſhould prove 
'\i7erons; I would have 1t vzolent, for 
{.c it (hould be of continuance: It might 
tem;'© ſome violence upon you, if you 
ſhould keep it captive ; It would be laſt- 
7g if you ſhould let it be moderate. [ 
onſent ro have 1t make your tenderneſs 
ppzar; but I pretend likewife to have it 
lkmonſtrate your force of Mind 3 you will 
quit your ſelf of the Duty of a good 
riend, 1n lamenting your Friend; As you 
lll perform the duty of an Heroic Woman, 
Inot lamenting too long. 

Manage your ſelf then in ſuch a manner, 
at your Grief may not be unworthy of 
In, and that it may be worthy of your 
il: Lament then, if you pleaſe, as a Heroez 
it lament him in rhe quality of a Heroine. 

| Dd 3 j 
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witty tne Idea you conceive of your {1 
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[ allow you more than this; abandygn 
your felt for ſome time to your affiiion, 
but take care to ſee 1t fo well ſatysfied jn 
th2! time, that 1t may require no farther 
a Tribute from you. 

Entertain 1t as long as you think fir 


ſiri9us Deceaſed 5 Repreſent to your { 
that Noble Conntenance, that ſertre Air 
thoſe venerable Wrinkles 5 1n a word, iha 
Head of Socrates, which denoted fo wel 
both the Soldier and Philoſopher. 
Then proceed to the qualities of hi 
Mind : Reflect upon that natural elex; 
tion which rendred things of the greate 
moment entirely familiar ro him. Conlide 
with what clearneſs he pierced ito t 
obſcureſt mirters 3 with what fubtilty 
examined 4i;e moſt curious 3 with whatt 
cundity ne handled the moſt barren; al 
with what {ciidity be mage choice oi it 
moſt 1mportanrt. 

From thence proceed, if you Wil, 
the equality of his Soul ; Confider wi 
an ablolute Cbmmand he had over | 
Senſes; and his Moderation, that made 
renounce all Pleaſures. 

Then after you have conſidered ti 
oularity of his Manners, conſider allo Nt 
# 1 
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fie they fate upon him : What 1nduJ- 
-nce had he not for all thoſe defects that 
night be ſupportable in a civil Life 2 Did 
not ſeem to believe that he fingly was 
hliged to be Wiſe? And (directly oppoe 
fre to the reſt of Men) did he not moge 
ally diſpenſe with the greateſt 7nfirmities 
if bs Friend, than the meanelt of his own 
mperfec 10724 Ee 

Can you imagine any perſon to be more 
lirtzous 2 Yes, without doubt, Madam, 
is /3rtue went yet further, ſince Be made 
it no leſs a ſeruple to diſcover the Vices of 
ts Enemies, than to publiſh bis own Per- 
(0100s, | 

You know, Madam, that one of the 
molt powerful Men of Europe was his 
Enemy, and proved the inſtrument of his 
wine ; and yet you know, Madazz, that 
four Friend never-failed to pay the reſpec? 
me to his 2uality, nor the diſcretion to con- 
tal his defects. 

Nodoubt on't but he was perfectly ac- 
(lainted,and conſummate in this Wiſdom of 
Wndemning no body, fince he preſerved 
teven m favour of thoſe who oppreſſed 
lic, 

How many Thouſands, 1n his Circum- 
MW'ances, would have exclaim'd againſt the 
Dad 4 .> Ss. 
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Times and Manners ! How many Thoy. 

ſands would art leaſt have reveng'd then. 

ſc]ves of the injuſtice done them, by ſpeak. 

1pg the Iruth! and in a word, ſharpened 

their Tongues to deſtroy their Enemy , tg 

'nenver the Vices of kis Mind, and the 

-dlers of hiis Soul 5 the *baſeneſs of hit 

, ed ihe 7niquity of his 4Gions: 

je of his Authority, and the miſ: 

; mert of his Riches 5 the indiſcreion 

; Mis Condud, and the indigrity of hit 
Perſon ! 

Your Friend was Maſter of a Soul too 

generous, as well as ſtrong to evaporate 
Þis Grief in Complaints and InveJive, 
1e was convinced that nothing more dil- 
Cicoits the violence of wicked Men, than 
the moderation of the good. He knew well 
that Zerſecutors never become more 0diom, 
inan by the Wiſdom of thoſe whom they 
Perjecute, He was contented to let his 
hierce and reſervedneſs declare him worthy 
ci a better Age. 

He would not fay a Word that might 
acltrve his diſgrace, He would not 09 
an Action, that might acquit the Authors 
of it. In a word, He would oppoſe n0- 
thing to their Ambition, bur his Modeſty; 
tO ih<ir Frokence but his Conſtancy ; to theil 


7's 


f 
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Iuthority, but his Prudence : And without 
4oubt the Conduct which he preſerved in 
is Diſgrace, was a perpetual exerciſe of 
heſle Vartues. | 

| am perſwaded that he praGiſed 
ill the reſt in Proſperity : But although 
preat Souls are always great 1n both For- 
nes, I ever took more care to obſerve 
hem in the bad, than in the good. I look 
pon them in the good, as 1n a carreer of 
Exerciſes and Sports; I regard them in 
the bad, as in a Field of Hardſhips and 
battels. 

The Virtues of a happy Mar: are agreea- 
ke and eaſje; the Virtues of the unhappy 
redifficult and troubleſome. In a word, 
© happy Man has nothing elſe to do, 
ut to give himſelf up to his Virtues 5 and 
be 4# happy muſt even ſacrifice himſelf to 
® 
| look upon your Friend then through 
& fineſt part of his Life, when I conſider 
Im in his Adverſity : Nevertheleſs I leave 
01 the liberty to recall the moſt agreeq- 
le ideas, that ever his good Fortune fur- 
hed you with. 

You may ſtill do more, and you will 
Ndoubtedly : You will recolle& all the 
ts of Friendſhip which he gave you; 

you 
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you will recall all his tenderneſs, and a1! 
his Services. Griet is too ingenious nor 
to make an exaGt ſearch after all things 
that may be of advantage to it : It js ac. 
cuſtomed to live at the expence of the 
memory, and as long as it can find an 
ſubfiſtence, I queſtion not, but it will rake 
up all its corners, and put all the ſubſeryi- 
ent faculties 1n agitation. 

But after all, there mult be a time pre. 
ſcribed to this Paſſzon 5 and indeed iim; 
it ſelf will prefcrive limits to tt. 

[ know there are ſome obſtinate people 
in the World, who have {wore an O4ih 
Fidelity to theirGrief,and contracted with 
it for their whole Life. But what offence 
has Nature done them, that they ſhould 
thus throw themſelves into the party of her 
Adverſary# It is true, ſhe has deprive! 
them of what they loved. But what, 1 
ſhe makes us die without our own con: 
ſent, can we take it amiſs that ſhe deſtroys 
others without our permitiion ? Are not 
other people of leſs value to us, than ou 
ſelves? And ſince we muſt learn to dye 
without repugnance, ſhould we not leat 
to ſee others dye without deſpair * 

Let us refer then, both our own Det? 


and that of our Frierds, to the order oY 
11 
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Univerſe. Let us conſider our Friends, 
whilſt they Jive, as good things we are 0- 
figed to part with. Let us conſider 
hem, when they are dead, as good things, 
which we Were to enjoy but for a ſhort 
pace, Thus wes ſhall enjoy them without 
10 much 7-quzietude 5 and (hall loſe them 
without t00 much concery. 

You will alledg to me perhaps, that 
Precepts are of no ſervice; that enjoyment 
bs always afforded pleaſure, and that pri- 
vtion will always cauſe pair, But exav 
mn well, Madam, whether you are not 
miſtaken in ſome manner upon the Pyb- 
ck Faith, 

The greateſt part of the World believes 
that the privation of a great happinels, 1s 
a great misfortune: The moſt judicious 
part belteves the contrary; great Men, tis 
trae,have eſtabliſhed this Errour,butt great- 
fr have oppoſed it. I make you the Arbz- 
rator, Is 1t nat certain that there 15 no 
mediuns between enjoyment and privation s 
but that there 1s ane between pleaſureand 
pain, which 1s indolence £ How then can 
you pretend we are obliged to fall from 


Pleaſure into pair, juſt as we fall from er- 
Joyment 1nto privation £ 


The 
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The Philoſophers that have received ng 
grief by their Loſles,and the Saints,whg 
have even extra&ed Foy from them, ſuffici. 
ently juſtify, that privation 1s not a natur;] 
cauſe of Pain, 

The Blizd, the Cripples, and the Infiry, 
whom neither their Reaſon nor Holineſ; 
has raiſed above Sexfibzlity, juſtify it yet 
more, Weſee them rezoyce like other men, 
yet they endure the moſt cruel of all py; 
vations, But we need not admire at 11, Nz- 
ture teaches thzm to ſupport themſclve 
for the Pleaſures they have loſt, by re. 
flecting upon thoſe which remain to them; 
and they have always enough, provided 
their mind 1s not diſtracted with pazr. 

Obſerve then, if you pleaſe, that in 
Privations the Pain doth not always di- 
{tract our Mind ; that the cutting off of 
a hand, doth not hinder us from being 
"oluptuousr : But that a Gouty- hand makes 
us inſenfible of all Pleaſures, For there 
needs no more to prove that Pan mull 
have a real cauſe, and by conſequence 


' cannot be the efte& of Privation. 


L don't diſown, but that the loſs of what 
has afforded us Pleaſure , does furniſn 
us with an occaſion of Grief ; the exper!- 


ence of all Mankind would contradi {0 
Fan- 
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r,ntaſtical an Opinion, 1 ſhould have a- 
zinſt me the Tears of all Widows, the 
Crics of all Orphans, the Mourning of all 
k/ations, and the Voice of all the Af- 
fied, 

But muſt be granted alſo, that privation 
«not 2 cauſe of Paiz 3 otherwiſe Pain 
vould be Eternal, as Privation 1s. 

You know, Madam, that there 1s no 
Patio, but what is Eternal; and that 
here is no Grief but what is Tranſttory. 
Q that 1i to prove Privation to bea 
auſe of Grief, you alledg the Example 
o all thoſe, who Mourn ; to prove that 
rivation 1s but an occaſion of Grief, Ican 
le for my own juſtification, the example 
0 all thoſe who are Comforted. Is it not 
true, that thoſe who are comforted are in 
aſtate of Privation, as well as thoſe who 
ae Aﬀlicted ? 'Tis therefore probable that 
Frivation is not preciſely a cauſe of pair ; 
nd that we muſt admit ſome other, which 
liters degrees and variations. 
| im of opinion Madam, it would not 
& improper here to diſcover to you this 
aſe,and to let you ſee why it doth not 
«upon ſome particular minds: Why it 
its upon others: Why it ceaſes or con- 
lNues to a& ; and in a word, why 1t ads 
with 


J 


4 
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with more or leſs Yrolexce + But as 1 
Diſcuſhon would engage me in too lar 
a Field, ſo it would put you to the «, 
pence of too intenſe anApplication,whic 
perhaps in your preſent condition yg 
are not capable of making. 

I would treat you as aLady of Reſulyti, 
and Learning, and allo as a langniſhing 
a curions Perſon 5 Tam for leaving to you 
She- Friends the care of {weetning you 
Affliction by their Tears,and for reſerving 
to my ſelf the employment of engaging 
It with my Reaſons. But as I pretend i 
confine my {clf to uſcful things, I will ap 
ply my ſelf only to what may be propt 
for your cure. 

To which end, Madam, you need on! 
make a ſhort Refletion upon the Caul 
of Grief: You know that all Grict in 
mediately proceeds from Separation, at 
that there are two kinds of Separation 
(For one relates to things continued, 3! 
tother to things united.) But you a 
perhaps ſtill ro be informed that the * 
paration of continued things occaſions th 
painof the Body ; and that the Separatl 


on of things united, cauſes the pain in! 
Mind. 
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[a the mean times 'tis of no great im- 
cortance to dwell longer upon this cauſe, 
by reaſon it 1s not poſſible to hinder Sc- 
ation from producing Pain, and that 
it is even Impoſlible to hinder Separati- 
T1 
We muſt aſcend ſomewhat higher,and in 
that imitate the Conduct of the Phy/ati- 
ir;, who ſeldom have any regard to the 
neareſt Caule, but always apply them 
{ves to that which 1s remote, becauſe 'tis 
that which feeds the Diſtemper, and is the 
cauſe of 11] Humours 3; and 'tis chiefly a- 
cainſt this that their Remedies exert their 
Vertue. 

The remote cauſe of the pair in the 
Mind, is Opinion, But what is this Opz- 
won £ Some ſay that it is an undetermined 
judgment. As for my ſelf, I take it tobe 
the evil Choice of our Judgment. At leaſt - 
[ don't apprehend how z-determination 
wrees with what one ordinarily calls Ops- 
on, There is nothing leſs indetermi- 
late than that : For does it not princt- 
pally proceed from the force of Opinion 
tat we expoſe our ſelves to Dangers, to 
Vexations,and to Death it ſelf 2 Wou'd we 
ncur ſo many Hazards for real Benefits ? 


What likelihood then is there that Opani- 
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on would engage us ſo far, if it wa: ng. 
thing but an determined Judgment ) 

] have here great Diſcoveries to make 
to you, did [I rather propoſe to my {elf tg 


ſatisfy your Mind, than to calm your 


Heart. I would then endeavour to {hy 
you after what manner Opinion is form 


ed, and how it moves the Mind and th 


Body : But when you have well conjider- 
ed, that Opinion 1s the remote cauſe of Grief 
you will have almoſt all the Krowledy, 
which 1s neceſlary for your Care. 

Pleaſure and Pain are the Sentiment: 
which our Soul has of what is agreeab]: 
or offenſive to us : But becauſe nothing 
can feel, if it doth not touch, nor befelt 
if it is not touched, it follows of necel: 
fity that what produces pleaſure and pair 
muſt touch the Soul. 5 1t 1s certain then 
that all ſenſeble Beings neceſfarily rouch 1: 
But all Beings are not neceſſarily fen (ible: 
There are none but thoſe, which are 4: 
lightful or prejudicial to us in themic1ve, 
that are ſo ; and theſe are the Good: 0! 
Evils of Nature. 

The reſt, which are called indifferent, 
are notſo but when they loſe their indif- 


ference ; and they never loſe it, but when 


Opinion faſtens xo them the Idea of Coos 
ot 
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- Evil, and rhen they become the Goods 
; Euiss of Oninion. 

BUT the lava of (500d Or Evil 1s no 
wner fix'd to an Obje@, but the Soul 
tes it ſelf with 1t, or ſeparates from it. 
Tis Union 1s made by a kind of touch, 
hich gives pleaſure. to the Soul 5, and this 
Separation 1s wade by a motion which gives 
in 10 it, and which cannot be better ex- 
elſed than by the word Dzvulſior, which 
Mick has appropriated to its own uſe. 

You ſee then, Madam, that the ſepara- 
jun of the Soul from its ObjeFs, 1s the 1m- 
pediate Cauſe of Pain 5, and that Opinioz 
put be the remote Cayſe of it, ſince it is 
ie cauſe of this ſeparation, 

This Principle being once eſtabliſhed, 
is ealie to explain all the degrees and 
Iferences of Pain, by the greater or 
ſer violence which the Sou] endures, in 
llengaging 1t ſelf from thoſe objefs to 
Mich it was faſtened, 
but we muſt paſs to a more uſeful con- 
eration , and obſerve after what 
lanner Opinion adts againſt us, that wa 
ly know how to aCt againſt Opinion. 


| find then that Opinion cheats us three -. - 
Ny $;5ometimes 1t gives us an Idea of Good. 


dE vil altogether falſe; oftentimes it gives 
Ke us 
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us one that is falſe in part, and almeſ{+ 1! 
ways milapplics their real Idea to obj. 2, 

[t gives us an Idea of good and cy; 1 
together falſe, when it makes them ral 
with us for what they are not; It givesy 
an Idea partly falſe, when it makes uscon 
ceive them to be Jel5, or oreacer thin the 
r-ally are, It miſapplies tbetr real Iles y 
Objects,ctther when It applies it to anc 
je, from which it diſagrees; or to an « 
j<& with winch it agrees Its than wi! 
nother,or toan objzCt with winch 1 vt: 
no more than all other obhj«Cas of the j!! 
nature. 

Thus, although Exite»ce ani tlc 
Life and Death, are neither (00s 7 
Evil; , yet Opinion his nave them pi 
for. the greareſt Goods ai ihe gh vl 
Evils 18 the World. 

Notwithitanding {ef 1s the mv!! 
luable Gift of Natare,yet the Coveru!- 5 
fer theGiits of Fortune to itzand ict: 
become indiſpoſed, than to becor:- #13 

After that Opinion has given 12 © 
Ideas,cither abſolutely falſe,or talic 55 
or miſapplied as to the Objects, it whol 
puts the Soul upon poſlethiig the (3904, 
avoiding the Evil, which it paeſentst0 
It prepoileſies it ſo much, that it hit 
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+ form diſpoſing it felf to the contempla- 
on and en'oyment of other Goods 5 and 
ys 4t io Icifare to beware of other 
fil, and to avoid them: Infomuch that 
:{cems the Soul knows but one ſingle Good, 
v one /ingle Evil; or at laſt but one 
rea! Good, a2nQ ONCE grea? Evol. 

This ſtate of prepoſſ c(jeo77 is a kind of d;- 
yrce that the Soul rakes from all other 
Grds,1n order tounite it ſelf more ſtric- 
|; to the Good it etpouies. 

This Good which proceeds from its 
choice, appears to be folely made for jt, 
nd reduces it to the necefiity of beingno 
orger happy, than by its poſicflion. 
'Tis for this Reafon, that too paſſronate. 
[vers CANNOT partake of other pleaſures 
tn thoſe which they receive from Love, 
Notwithſtanding this Good of Opinion, 
liz Good of the choice of the Soul, 1s not 
norefolid, or more durable than rne reſt; 
ad as ſoon as it comes to fat}, the Soul 
mc knew nothing elſe for the obje@ of 
ik ſelicity, no longer KNOWS where to be- 
we it (elf. 

lt ſees nothing thar can make amends 
Or what it has loſt; and till ſuch time 
$1t has formed another Idea full as ſtrong 
id as agreeable, it remains fixed in the 
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contemplation of the change it finds jn 
Its objecf vr elle ut eds 1 the learch of 
other ebjeds, When it was fixed, jt 


pain 15 frupid and dumb: when it moye, | 

Its pain 1s reſtleſs anc. complaining, | 
To cure our ſelves of (pinion , and 
; coni.quently of the pare it occaſions toll 
us, ve mult do againſt it, the contrary «il; 
1 what | it doth againſt us ; We mult frame 
| to our f{cives a true Idea of Good and Fril 
, and cither corret what is falle in thei; 
; Idea we havez or if we conceive a jul, 


one, to apply 1t well to obje@s. 

In order to frame a true Idea of Go 
and Ezvil, a Man has nothing elſe to dc 
but to conſult Ny ture 3 what 1t avoids 
really bad; what it ſearches after is un 
queltionably good. 

But we m7 lk take care, that there art 
things which it avoids or defires mere) 
for thuniives 3 and hkewiſe that ther 
| are other things which it avoids or dclir 
| to ſhun or obtain others. 
The fiſt are pleaſure and pain; the « 

cond are thoſe which may aford us f/« 
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ſure and pain, [1 
We muſt ajſo remark, that the 11109] 
which Nature deſires for thermfclves, Mel 


thoſe one 1aay call- good of thomic?vo 
11 


A Conſolatory Diſcourſe. 69 
nd that all others have but a borrowed 
odneſs. 

Examine, as long as you pleaſe, all the 
Gods of the World, and you will al- 
ways find them much more deſirable than 
rally they are, t1]l you have enjoy'd them. 
Examine likewiſe all the Evils, and you 
will always find them to be feared beyond 
what they ought to be, till you have made 
the experiment your (elf, \ 

You may demand of me here why Vir- 
tz oppoſes Pleaſure, it Pleaſure is the good 
if Nature £ And you may likewiſe add, 
That Virtue ought not to be called a Good, 
if it is contrary to the eflence of Good. 
But if you regard Virtue near at hand, 
you will obſerve that it 1s not Pleaſure 
mich it oppoſes, but only the ſpecies and 
xcels of Pleaſure. You will alſo ſee, 
tlat when 1t oppoſes either the ſpecies or 
0 exceſs of 1t , tis only done in its fa- 
our, to render 1t greater, or more ſecure, 

All moral Virtzes ace but means to pre- 
frve, both Pleaſure in Natyre, and Na- 
we 1n Pleaſure, 

Might I afſuwie the freedom here to make 
little digreflion, I would make youſen- 
lble, that the ſevereſt Virtues are but ho- 
eſt Mediators between pleaſure and pair. 
Ee 23 . But 
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But what ſhould we ſay of thoſe Chri 
ar Virtues. which have no other object 0 
at lea(t no Other 21 urement but Pleaſur 
and which conduct us to God no other 
wiſe than as He is the ſource of Frorr, 


4” 


What fall weſay of thofe Expreffinng 
uſed by the Prophets, who fay that (70 
will 0 Kew relme # us with a torrent of plea ir, 
In a word, what ſhall not we {ay i t 
opinion of the greateſt Doors, and th 
oreazelt Sainis, who believed, That 1/ 
joy of ſeeing Grod, would make up the cr 
of OHY Eternal felicity £ 
All theſe advantages would be ot mig! 

ty uſe to eftablith pleaſure for ihe |"; 
good of Nature : But let ns keen to t 
moſt ſimple and moſt evidens Reaſon 
and agree, That fince mers 1s Noth 
g90d but vnat Te pleaſure, 4nd "1 
wing bad but what affords pain, 11K 
tain that leafurt 5nd pain are really tl 
good and evil of Nature. 
All thts DE WE PROerBOns would vc 
believe, Madam, that a pretended Prind 
of Philoſophers Ty affirmed that Nets! 
was the greateſt of all evils; and ehat Ped 
was the moſt formidable 2 Will not v 
fz2ntn againft him, That they are 7 
T2 evil 
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ils, ſince they repreſent no Idea of paing 

Can Nothing do an injury to what is 
-0:? And can Death prejudice what 1s no 
mare 2 Nothing takes away the ſubject of 
tains Death dceſiroys Itz and neither of 
'«m can be the principle of it, ſince 
they are both Nothing, ard that to pro- 
luce, there muſt be exiſtence 1n the Caſe, 

You fee theu, that by forming to your 
{fa juſt and natural Idea of evil, you 
cxteromnate preſently the two moſt formi- 
(ble Morifters, that opz270 ever brought 
orth, 

| own there 15s an infinite number of 
things which we call evils, Shall we then 
nive the Lic to Mankind, or ſhall we force 
I: to change its Language No, Madam, 
[know that ihe publick Voice has right 
to impoſe Names ; But bave not we alſo 
2 right to interpret the names which it 
Impoſes ? 

We may fay then, that this name of 
Evil, which properly belongs to pazn, has 
been transferred to ail things that may 
Produce it, We have divided them into 
Evils, of Nature, of Opinion, and of 7 or- 
Ine, | ed 
The evils of Fortune and of Opinion 
only differ in this, That all the evils of 
Ee 4 For- 
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Fortune, are evils of Opinion; and that jj 
the evils of Opinion are not evils of F;y. 
tune: Wherefore we may reduce all exjjj 
to thoſe of Opinioz and Nature. 

Under this term of cls of Nature, we 
underſtand all kinds of Pains and Diftey. 
pers, and all natural inconveniencies, 

And we uſe to comprehend them in 
three conditions of Life, in which it 1s a; 
it were i1mpoſhble ro be without pain: 
And they are [diſpoſition of Body, Sit. 
very, and Poverty. But theſe three cor- 
ditions ſometimes leave us ſo much indo! 
lence and tranquillity, that one cannot fo 
much call them the evils of Nature, az 
evils of Opinion. 

It 1s not enough for us to have a jull 
Idea of evil in genera), we muſt allo have 
a juſt one in particular ; and ater havirg 
known ihat all evzis are pairs, we mult 
know what are thoſe pains which arc call. 
ed evils of Nature; and what are toole, 
the World calls evils of Opinion, 

It will hkewiſe be of great ſervice to 


\ learn how to regulare and put themnn 


©:J2r5 to the end that we may;not only 
1void running the risk of taking Evilsfor 
vWoat they are nut 5 but alſo that we may 
Þv exempt from the wanger of apprehend: 


ing 


le 
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ing them for greater than they are. 

The Evils of Nature are thoſe which, 
without our thinking of them, excite inus 
the ſentiment of Paiz ; The Evils of O- 
jinion are thoſe which excite it only, 
when we think upon them. 

We may alſo ſay, That the evils of Na. 
ye are thoſe, which not only make them- 
{ves felt without our thinking of them ; 
hut which make us even think of them, 
becauſe, we feel them : And that the evils 
f Opinion, are thoſe which we don't feel, 
hut when we think of them, and becauſe 
rethink of them. 

Upon this Rule, it will be judged that 
Hunger and Thirſt are evils of Nature ; apd 
that the death of a Father or a Habard, 
re evils of Opinion. 

You may derive from thence four con- 
quences, which will ſerve you to affign 
difference and order amongſt all evils 3 
vo judge rightly of their greatnels, and in 
word, to regulate your ſenfe of them. 
The firſt is, That the evils of Nature, 
re but the evils of the Body; and that the 
is of Opinion, are no more than the 
is of the Mind: For they are only the 
ils of the Body, that depend not upon 
ur Thoughts; and evils of the Mind, that 


pend thereon. The. 
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The fecond 1s, That the evils of Nt, 
arc in ſome ſort the Maſters of our Mind 
Ince they compel] it to be preſent at al 
their actions, and fall upon us, as it were 
3 full rights but that our Mind j 
after of the evils of Opinion, fiance to te. 
move our t-lves trom them, we need gn! 
remove them from us5 and that they can 
PO att npon us but by a borrowed Ay 
thority. 
The Third, That the more the evils, 
Nature are Maſters of our Mind, the great 
er they are 5 and that the more our lin; 
can be Maſter of the evils of Opinion, thi 
I1phter they are. 
The Fourth, That the evils of Nath 
arc ſometimes ſo {mall, that they cannd 
Rule over our Ming, and then they a: 
but as evils of Opinion 3 but that the ec 
of Opinion ate ſometimes fo great, thato 
Mind cannot be abſ{uluzely Maſter of ther 
and they they hold the place of eo1S | 
Nature: Fo: which Reaſon 'tis ſaid 10 
natural to bemoan ones Father ; and wi 
any one is too much poſſcfizd with ! 
thought of a finall indiſpoſition, he 1&1 


After having thus eſtabliſhed 21 Od 


between the evils of Nature, Is it not Is 7 
Wi! | 
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riſe poſſible to eſtabliſh one berween the 
wils of Opinion ? 
But who can 1ez2ulate what proceeds 
row {o diſorderly a Cauſe ? Is it not too 
xventurous a deſign to preſcribe limits 
0 the Caprices of Men 3 and to endeay- 
our to make out how far our Grief ſhould 
extend, when it goes beyond the evils of 
Nature No, undoubtedly : And ſince 
our Mind can be Maſter only of the evils 
if Opinion, 'tis againſt them alone that it 
1: not amiſs to afford Inſtructions. 
How 1s it, Madam, that one comforts 
the Aﬀicted > Don't we diminiſh the 
dea of their misfortunes 1n order to di- 
miniſh their Grief? Can that be done in 
the evils of Nature 2 Can one deceive the 
nſe of a Man Tormented with the Cholick? 
| it poſſible to make him believe that his 
Gripings are but i]lutions? Can one even 
propole to render him attentive toſuch a 
Diſcourſe? And if he could be capable of 
hearkning, what effeCts would remonſtran- 
cs have, Except it were to add anger to 
p47n, and joyna great pa{ſjion to a greal diſ- 
order 2 | 
The beſt method we can take 1n the 
ils of Nature, is to cry out upon the 
greatneſs of the. Diſtezeper, and the pati- 
Ence 
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_ evils of Nature, For, if the greateſt eo 


' to pain, the greateſt evils of Opini! 
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ence of the indiſpoſed 3 and 'tis exaltly 
the contrary of what's done inthe evil: ; 
OP1n70N, 

[tis true, there are ſome comforters jn 
the World who begin by the aggravatio 
of evils ; but thats only to obtain a free 
admittance in the mind of the afflided, 
and to ſurpriſe their beltef, 

Thus we may artificially oppoſe the 
Grief of feeble Minds : But we ' openly 
and ſincerely oppole that of . Stronger 
ones. We conlider what 1s the ſource,the 
principle of their affi&ion, and atrack it 
Immediately. 

But which way ſocver we proceed, whe: 
ther with the ſtrong, or with the weak, 
either we don't comfort at all, or elle we 
effe 1cby leflening the 1dea of the evils 
and this is no where poilible but 1n the 
evils of Opinion. 

So that 'tis no raſhneſs to endeavour te 
eſtabliſh ſome Order amongſt evils; and 
togive certain Precepts how to combat 
them. 

The Order of the evils of Opinion | 
not harder to find than the Order of tit 


of Nature are thoſe which expoſe us molt 


ſhould 
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hould be thoſe which expoſe us moſtto 
the evils of Nature. | 

| ſce but two kinds of the evils of Opz- 
jim, that expoſe us to the evils of Nature. 
05e 1s the loſs of Perſons that are dear 
10 us : The other 1s the loſs of Eſtates. 

[| underſtand by thefe words of dear 
Perſons, both thoſe whom we Cheriſh, 
nd thoſe that Cheriſh us. For the loſs 
vf thoſe whom we Cheriſh, and who 
don't Cheriſh us. 1s not an evil of much 
conſequence z and therefore no great 
ſtrength of Reaſoning 1s neceſſary tocom- 
tort us upon this Article. 

ln the firſt of theſe loſſes we compre- 
iend the Death of Relations, of Lovers, 
nd of Friends. 
| In theſecond we comprehend the loſs 
of Law-Swits, Storms, Barrenneſs, Fires, 
Filages, and all things that bring a di- 
pinution to our fortune. 

The laſt of theſe evils expoſes us to 
Poverty, but the firſt expoſes us to all the 
wils of Nature. Wherefore we may al- 
low it the firſt rank amongſt the evi!s of 
Uinion, 
lf we happen to be ſick, by whom 
ae Wye relieved but by Perſons that are 


Cear to 11s 2 What are the cares of our 
| Phy- 
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Phyjitians, and our Chirurgions 2 Th.cMl 
Mercenary Cares are ſeldom confined ;,il i 
above a quarter of an hours uſcleſs pre. : 
ſence, or hazardous Operation ; blina 
Advice, or frivolous Conference. 
Ot what conſideration, of what 11.M | 
vantage can theſe Cares be, in compiri. 
ſon of the Charitable Oihices, the cont; ! 
nual Aſſiduities, and the kind Diiquie-W | 
tudes of our Friends and our Relatior, MM. 
How often are we delivered by thcir in-il « 
defatigable Zeal from that quicknetfs of t 
of Pain, wherein the inſen{tbility or ny. 
gence of Phy/itians often leaves us ? | 
If we vecome Slaves, by whom are 1: ! 
redeemed, but by perſons rhat are dearto ! 
us : Do ordinary Friends cpntributcd to 
wards our Ranſom 2 Do E anderta:offB ! 
great journeys for our Deliverance * 
If we are reduced to Poverty, wi! 
{hares his Fortune with us, but thote cM « 
perſons? The reſt either abandon uv» 1 © 
our Miſery, or affiit us but forrily, or 01 ! 
ly ſerve us out of Vanity 3 and won2i!0i ! 
ever kindneſs they do us, it always col'yih ! 
us both ſome repugnance to demand "il © 
and ſhame to receive it. 
A true Friend, a paſſionate Lov 
prevents our neceſlities They wil! 19 * 
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iffer us to perceive that we are Miſera- 
yes Thev employ all their Addrefles 10 
vert our Vitortune, all their force to 
oppoſe it, all their Power to Alleviate 
it, and all their Diſcretion to conceal 
E 


What have we then that defends us 
xtter fromthe evils of Nature, than pur- 
ſons that are dear to us - And conſt. quent- 
.ly what have we that can vals for a great- 
er evil, in the Order of Fuils of Opinion, 
t-2n the Death of thoſe Perſons ? 

Put as 1ndiſpoſition of Body, aliho it 
1; the firſt evil of Nature, 1s no creat evi!, 
if it doth not expole us much to pazz ; the 
Death of Perſons dear to us, altho it 55 
the frst evil of Opinion, is no great evil, 
t it doth nut expoſe us much tz the 
wils of Nature. 

Let us examine then at preſerit what 
conſequences the Death of your Friend 
draws after it : Whether it abandons you 
to an indifpolition of Body : Whether 
It gives you over to Servitude : Whether 
treduces you to Poverty. And | belicye 
we ſhall ſoon diſcover that it draws dawn 
upon you noe of the evils of Natare. 

Wm flow ſhould it abandon you to an 7- 

Jl 4iPo/ition of Body? Your Friend was on, 
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and you are Young. He could not haye 
diſpenſed with your cares, tho you coulg 
have been without his afliſtance 
He reached rhe end of his Race, before 
you arrived to the middle of yours ; and 
the time of his Death had much got the 
ſtart of your [»firmities. 

It is true, if it was not impoſlible for 
you to have an infirm Touth, Burt all poſ- 
ſibile evils are not formidable. Human 
Prudence doth not look upon Objct; 
that are too wandring and too remote, 
We ſhould not fear evils that threaten not, 
and we ſhould not much fear even thoſe 
that threaten at a diſtance. 

How ſhould it give you over to Serv; 
tyde ? Thanks to our Religion, our Lan, 
and our Marrers, we are free ; and if wt 
except thoſe whom the Service of God and 
the Stafe engage to craſs the.Seas, there 
are ſcarce any but Vagabonds that can be- 
come Jd/aves. 

But tho by the Revolution of Humar 
Affairs, Servitude ſhould come and fect 
after you from one end of the World to 
the other, or ſhould meet with you upol 
its own Lands, would you not enjoyConſo 
Litory means enoughin all your great Quz 


lities? Would you not eafily attraG ie 
| yene- 
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»-neration of your Maſters 2 And would 
vot your Maſters employ all their Power 
'o hinder yov from depriving them of 
rOur preſence 0 

' Yes, Madam, you might always ren- 
your condition fupportable to your 
af But in caſe it ſhould appear uneaſy 
2 you. your Friend would never be capa- 
of changing it. Your Ranſom would 
wed his Power. Your Merit would 
bltruct your Lzberty 3 and 1t they ſhould 
it your real value, 1t would be impoſ- 
ble for you torfind Redeemers. 

ln fine, how ſhould it reduce you to 
werty? Your Friend pas notrich ; and 
tis hard thit you ſhould be poor. One 
1030t be ſo with the Graces, the Yertzes, 
it Sciences, and Arts which you poſleſs 
id the world 15 not yet become fo inſen- 
ble of 22rzf, as togive you leave fo fear 
tiremities which wonld diſhonour your 


i 
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Dan't apprehend then, Madam, any 1a- 
kntable conſequences from the Death of 
wr Friend, Nothing will be wanting to 
00 1n life, not even ſuch Friezds as he, 
Wu have lately loſt.There will ariſe ſome 
on the dxſ# of him you lamentzand there 
no Man of equal honour and wit with 
Z = him 
d 
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.him, will be devoted to your ſervice, 
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him, but will love you as he did,and like 


But you are 1n pain perhaps whether 
inere are ſti]] ſuch perfe friends to by 
found. Make no queition of it, Madam 
Vertucloſes nothing. no morethan N ature 
Th {Jus Of good nels circulate eternally 
23. paſs wihout intermiſſion from on 
fubjed to another of and the Principle 
which contribute ro the production lth 
wiſe. no more annihilate than thoſe, whic 
concur to the generation of Mex. 

Your Friewd has made room for an i 
Hoite number of others to ſucceed him 
and 41s only your province to tlect bim 
ſucceſſeur mn the molt numerous Court, (bi 
ever Sacrificed to the Graces. 


You will find, that Heavez will r((toM 7 
you full asmuch,ss it has taken from yo £ 
How ao you kitow but it will give yo 
even more? You will diſcover 1Þ him.) 
ſhall make choice off, all that was in by (: 
you have loſt,and perhaps ſomething mon ': 
poſſibly more youth, #nd a better mee if 
poſlibly a wvertue leſs ſevere , ard 
frienaſhip more agreeable, Let the ton is 
we lole be of never ſo great, yet we ml vi 
not abandon our ſelves to inmmoderale 1 

e 


when we only loſe what 1 we are ablc 
recover. w 


S 
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You need only defend your ſelf from this 
lar :i/7ake 5 which makes us appre- 
hend, 1n ſecond friendſhips, either the jea- 
lmly of the dead,or the cenſare of the living. 

The dead are offended at nothing, and 
the living are affronted at all things. But 
the living are of a very ſcurvy humonr, 
when they oblige us to ſacrifice our ſelye3 
to the dead. | 

If the dead loved Sacrifices, they would 
ke the pains to demand ther of us, They 
maſt needs have loſt the traſt of the things 
this World, fince they entertainno com- 
nerce with us, And it they are ſo z7m72d- 
fil of us, why {honld we be. reduced 79 
ive only for them ? 

Aſhure your ſelf, Madam, that their 
tate is a Fate of Injenfibility, or a ſtate of 
Repoſe 5 and that we can do nothing to 
mke them either happy or miſerable, 

What is it,7n your oppinion,that has pre- 
ribed to us the duty of preſerving fidelity 
0 the Dead, but the weakneſs and tyranny 
if the Living ? 

Every one would Qflatter himfelf with 
tos thought of fixing auother to himſelf * 
ven he1s no longer fixed to any one. 

Our Vanity is fo greatzthat it exacts ve- 
neration for our Aſhes, and endeavours: to 
F t 2 m 2ke 
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make our ſpadows triumph over our Ring}; 
It 1s not juſt, Madam, to have reparg 


to this favey, At the moment we are hy. 


ried, the we11d is quit of all obligation; 
mn relation to us, 

The cuties of 7ntyment are called tho 
Jaſt cintiws 3 2nd beyond the Funeral, xl! 
that 1s given to the Dead, 18 taken from 
the [ 7vine. 

Lamentations, that are too long, no! 
only hurt Nature, but Society likewiſe. 
They render us incapable of the duties of . 
civil Life : And one may ſay that out of 
complaiſance to thoſe Friends we haveloſt, 
they make us wanting to thoſe whom we 
{t1l] rear, 

Obſcrve 3ll thoſe people that indulge 
their /orrow, and feck to pet reputation by 
their Grief, Is 1 not certain that their 
affiiFion (ces to ſulpend their Friendſhip, 
or at leaſt that 3t diſpenſes them from ad- 
irg in favour of the Frinds, Nay, one may 
ſay that 115 an Incivility to offer a petition to 
them, and requeſt a ſervice of them : So muci 
doth Grief devote them to the Dead, and 
render them unuſetul tothe Living. 

Bnt whar,muſt there be zo lamentireſi! 
the death of our friends? No, Madam,there 
muſtb2 none,if it were poſſible, This '” 
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fon is abſolutely pernicious; and if it 
were good In any reſpect, 1t would only 
te in demonſtrating that we knew how t9 
Love, 
Bat if tears were certain marks of love, 
the greateſt weepers would be the firmeſt 
Lovers 3 and we are ſenſible of the contra- 
mn, Weak Women cry more than thoſe 
of ſtronger courages 5 and the Jarter love 
ore than the former. 
{ am not ſurpriſed to find Tears were 
inſo great reputation with the Poets, and de- 
ſpiſed by the Phzloſophers : Poetry borrows 
t; fineneſs from the Paſſzons, and the in- 
rnity of Nature : And P7iloſophy derives 
rat it has Noble from the Virtues and 
rce of the Sou! 
A Poet repreſents to us a Niobe, who. 
nelts into Tears for the Death of her Chil- 
ren: A Philoſopher repreſents to us a 
onelia, who bcholds with dry Eyes the 
Veath of all her Family : The one 1s very 
der, the other is vei y couragious - both 
re very Mothers. Whole part do you 
ke ? Without doubt you have an admi- 
tion for Cornelia, and compaſſion for 
Nobe, You pity Nzobe, and you com- 
ile Corxelia. You have reaſon, Madam. 
vbe ſabmits to Grief: Grief ſabmits to 
= (07 - 
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chaſe whether we will retain it : It xe 
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Cornelia, We ſhould pity thoſe, whom 
Grief overcomes : But commend thoſe 
who overcome Griet. | 

Bat 1f it is not poſſible for us to ljy 
without Grief, is it "oflible for us to hay 
as much of it, and as long as we pleaſe 
You put a great queſtion to me, Maday 
But to excuſe my {c]t ;rom returning (uct 
an Anſwer as it deferves, I mult} tell you 
thit if we are not able to get rid of ou 
Grizi, when we pleaſe 5 we may hower: 


nioves of it ſelf. when we let it Joie, 
] can tell you more than this, M4. 
we havethe power of removing ©ur i.lve 
from it, ſince we can tran{port 0 
thoughts from impertinent Oij: Qs, 
thoſe that are agreeable 3 and all our A 
HCQtons depend upon the Application 
Gur Thoughts, 
But in fine, 1s 1t d<cent to think no mot 
ef 0: our friends, when they are interred? 
con1d jt} you, 0s wholly indifferent! 
t! png Or 1197 to think of ther : Ho weve 
not to jirize too ſeverely againſt the (ep 
ent of all the World. will aftirm to y0 
That-2t--le eaſt it is not decent to #1ainl 


#15 feed our WW exhneſs by our Thoughts, 


20 
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Wedecently remember the Dead, when 
we remember them Wiſely ; and we re- 
nember them 1Viſely, when we preſerve 
in eaſy remembrance of them. 

All that diſturbs Tranquility .15 210t Wiſes 

nd whatever 1s not Wiſe, is not Decent, 
\ THI fuch time then as one 1s accuſtom- 
ed to reflec with eafineſs vpor the Death of 
tis Friends,ut is good to avert his mind frons 
i, and to annie ut elſe where. Wherefore 
tis no conſequence, that becauſe there 
8a Decency in Loving,there 1s allo in" L2z- 
menting what one has Loved ; ſince friends 
ſp is a vertue that cannot be but Decert, 
whereas Grzef 1s a paſſion, that at moſt can 
be but excuſable. 

Why then, ſay you, are we told that: 
it is becovting to be Afflifed; and why did 
the Roxrarrs appoint a time for Women to 
Mourn ? Hearken to one of your good 
Friends of Antiquity. Oar Anceſtors, lays 
he, have given Women @ year to Mourn in; 
not that they (ſhould Mourn all this timz, 
but that they ſhould Mourn no longer. He 
adds, that they preſcribed no time for 
Men to mourn, becauſe they can never 
murn with decency, i 
"Thus you fee the Wife men and Law- 
81ers of Antiquity have not ſet foo great 4 
Ft4 value 
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value upon Tears : That they have jn ſom 
ſort prohibited them to men;, and that they 
only permitted them to Women through 1 
fort of precaution againſt their Obſtinacy 
and through a kind of indulgence to their 
weakneſs, Lleave it to your corſideraticn 
whether this difference makes for the hoy. 
our of Women, and whether a refolute}ls. 
#1an ought to make uſe of iuch a Priyi. 
ledg, 

A Lady that has a true ſtrength of Soul 
afflis her (elf like a diſcreet Man : She 
lets fighs eſcape fiom her, rather than ſend 
them forth : She ſuffers her Tears to ſlide 
away, rather than pours them down : She 
gives ſomething to Nature , withcut 
taking any thing from Reaſon. In 1 
word, ſhe employs the firſt days alter th 
Joſs of her Friends, foas to make 1t appear 
ſhe 1s a Wozzar : but ſhe employs all the 
reſt of her life, ſo as to make 1t ap pear inte 
above theſe weakneſles. 

Behold, Madam, how a Lady of your 
condition ought to be zftlicted. It is not 
poihble but you muſt be concerned for the 
Death of your Friend : but then 'tis poſit: 
ble for you not 10 reſent it too Jong. 

You ought to confider,that you will co 
no Kindneſs £1therto your felt, or tobin, 
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if you conſume all your days 1n lamenting 
tis loſs 5 He is depriv'd of his ſenfibility, 
1nd no longer has a ſenſe of yours. 

In ſpite of all Rozzantick expreſſions, 
nd all Poetical Fi@ions,there is no Loving 
ifter death 5 and we don't preſerve Fire 
wder Aſhes. 

Monſieur M * ++ 1s no more, or at leaſt 
x no more your Friend. What Service 
then do you propoſe to your ſelf by per- 
krering 1n a Grief, which he 1s not obliged 
tb you for? What advantage will you gain 
y loſing your beſt days, for which he 
ill make you no compenſation ? 

Would you follow the example of ordi- 
ay Women, who being unable to advance 
:mſclves by eminent Virtues, would figna- 
2c themſelves by veherent Paſſzons? Leave 
zm to contrive Szares for their Lovers - 
4ve them to bean the dead.,in order to 
wify the living : Leavethem to iwfinuate 
cir Friendſhip ito thoſe, whom they 
it convince of their Grief. 

An amiable Perſon, hke you, 1s above 
eir Artificesz She doth not weep to ob- 
In Love: She will not owe to the rep#- 
lion of her terderneſs, what ſhe can o're- 
me by the foroe of her merit. 


It 
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It 1s then of no ſervice to you, Mad, 
to be affiiFed, but itisnor eaſie to be not 


ſo; Grief 1s entred into you with a {tro 


hand; Acknowledgment and Friendſhip hy 
Introduced 1t into your Heart ; you hays 
not been able to diſpenſe with your (« 


from admitting it there. 


Welll At your part,give up to Grief 


the I ribute that acknowledgment and friend 


fhip require you to give: Bur aCt fo, that 


Reaſon may regulate what Acknowledem 
and Friendſhip ought to require. 

Take care, Madam: they are often indi 
{creetz and they will be ſo, if they full 
Grief to reſide too long in your Soul: T| 
enough they have had the cregit of inte 
ducing it, they ſhou}d leave you that 
driving 1t out 5 They have ſhewn you hi 
therto their power; do you ſhew your 
17 your turn. 

It 1snear a Month fince your Friend 19 


_ and it isnear a Month fince you have bc 


dying. What would Acknowledgment ani 
Friendſhip demand of you? Would tie 
encourage you to follow him?Reaton vl 
not. 

Don't you obſerve, that Heaven 14: 1 
defign'd to unite your deſtinies ? It 1: {ul 


ticiently ſhown by the interval), wad 


A Conſolatory Diſcourſe. 91 
put between your births. It gave you a 
Frierd, already advanced 1n years, to 1n- 
ut you how to live, and not to engage 
ou to dies and It was pleaſed to let you 
njoy his | akdbgynrn for ſome time, that 
xe might*enjoy your Wiſdom long. 
Diſpoſe your ſelf then to follow the de- 
ces of Heaven; Put your ſelf in acondi- 
jon to improve the inſtructions yon have 
eccived : Honour your Friend by your 
nſtancy, after having paid homage to 
im with your Grief. 

| Imagine that you are to bemoan him in 
bis preſence, and don't force him to diſ- 
"wn your Tearsz hitherto they have been 
xcoming, but preſently thev will not be 
lb, Your Grief appears ſomewhat long. 
The Earth, which covers the Aſhesof your 
fnend, 1s almoſt ſtift. 

Think upon recalling your firmneſs ; 
Reaſon and Decency do now oppoſe your 
Worief : Your Friend oppoſes it himſelf ; 
"W:nd if you make ufe of his Precepts, here- 
Waiter you ſhall be only free to extol his 
Wert, toconſider his Relations, to cheriſh 
ts Friends, and to reſpect his Memory, 
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F the Idea which all Men have naturally 
| of the True Beauty of Works of the Mind, 
were not effac'd by the great Number 0 
falſe Judgments, there would not be ſo ms: 
ny variows Opinions about their Merit. For 
this Idea would be a certain Rule which 
every one would be obliged to follow ; 
unleſs one would expoſe himſelf to the 
Univerſal Cenfure of Readers, who would 
ealily diſcover when they were out of tne 
way. 

[ will not here take notice of the Cav: 
ſes that have created in the greateſt part 0 
our Writers, the cemmon cuſtom of g1 
ving fo many wrongful Opinions. Some 


_ of them are general, which have ſo © 


tinguiſhit 


if 
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jnguiſht the light of the Soul upon all ob- 
1; which are not expoſcd to our Senſes, 
+1t there are Infinite Errors in all Sciences, 
-d even reach to the diſtinguiſhing of 
01d and Evil. 

There are ſome other particular Cauſes 
hich are apt to hinder, of themſelves, the 
owing the true or falſe Beauty of the 
orks of the Mind, when Reaſon would 
x other wiſe Juſt, ExaG and Clear. 

That which is muſt common is Precipz- 
tion ; For every one flatters himſelf that 
is capable to judge,cither throughPride, 
vt to be thought Ignorant;or through At- 
Kon and Hate, according as one 15 
raged in any Party; or through Imita- 
0n,neither judging for or againſt,but only 
one has heard the World talk; or in fine, 
rough Caprice,Chance, Elevation and Sai- 
kof Humour, as happens oftentimes to per- 
's of Quality, who pretend that their 
nk gives 'em all the neceſſary illumina- 
ons, to know the price and worth of the 
iſs of the Mind. 

but whatever theſe Cauſes are, General 
Particular, the variety of Opinions is too 
dent,todoubt the certainty of this truth, - 
% that we don't judge upon the ſame I- 
4, or by the ſame Rule, tho' it be not 
"Hain there is one. 'Tis 
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94 Of Ingenius Writings, 

'Tis to form it in the Mind,that Rhc: 
rick and Poetry,and theArt of writing 14 
ſtory has been employ'd: But the more 111M 
are invented, the more they ſeem to be nM 
lected. And-'tis a wonder that the moſt: 
pert Maſters of the World, as Ari/to!l: (Wl! 
cero, Horace, Quintilian,&c, thould have: 
few perfect Followers. 

It ſeems then, that we ought to for(:\i i 
the way of Precepts, and ſearch el{ewheiM c 
for ſure and immutable Guides, either MM! 
Write Well, or to Judge well of the Merit 


Authors. j 


To give ones felt a juſt and exact 14 
I think 1t would be neceflary chictly WM * 
examine any Book, with ſome other wat 
has acquired an Univerſal Approvation V 


Malherbe 18 the late Reign, excciicv Mt) 
the beauty of his Odes. and they have vid! 


ſerved to this day che fame Charms Who! 


their Intelligent and Judicious ReauYWli 
Wherefore when you read any (4 191 
Glory of this King,compare the $tilc Mt! 
that of Malherbe, and according as yp. 
*em agree, ſo you may venture to ct 
But then the Piece you compare | 
mult be ofeſtabliſh2d reputation,and 
you muſt beſureis like to continue ſuch} 


haveſeenſeveralAuthors who have had! 
: 
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great Apps, but 1t only continued for 
;very few years: during which the buzzing 
of the Readers, and the ſuffrage of their 
Friends, gave'em their ſhort l:v'd worth. 
There are but very few tne Modells : 
Piture himſelf 1s none, and much leſs Bat- 
::c, The pretty Concents of Voiture, and 
the Flights of Balzac have both an Aﬀe- 
Jation which naturally diſpleaſes 3 The 
one endeavours to be agreeable, and make 
vs lavgh 1n whatever humour weare 3 The 


other would be admir'd and eſteem'd by 


the number of his Words, and the exceſs 
of Amplifications.T he two Letters writ to 
* Monſieur deVivonne, 1mi- 


> * By Monſieur 
ating both their manners of Batloa wr" 


Writing.are an excellent Sa- they are to be 
tyr on their Stile, and eafily _ 5g 
lſcover the ridiculouſneſs 

of theſe two Authors, who were not long 
lince ſo famous, 

[t were eafie to foretel] that ſuch will be 
the Fate of a certain Author, who Com- 
poles his Works upon the Memoirs of the 
freets.and Female Fooleries; who believes 
that al] the beauty of a Book, when the ſub- 
kQ is the Life of a Sai conſiſts i in bring- 
Ing in ſome new term,or ſmart expreſhicns 
and 15 very well farisfied with himſelf, when 


the 


; 
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ſolidity, rowls agreeably to the Point, 


the Period, which nas neither depth nop 


But not to make any further offer. 
ivePrediftions, we know that Seneca writ 
no otherwiſe, than ſcattering through j] 
his' Works, Points, Antithelis's and Par; 
doxcs. He ſurprized his Times with the 


Arrogance of his Deciſions; and there a:-iſ! 
ſome yet alive who hold him for a Mode I" 
of Eloquence : But they muſt write ver! 
t]l that imitate him,and they may be aſfur4 j 
totire thoſe Readers that have any taſte o: WI" 
relif}1. 
'Tis not with theſe extraordinary floi: - 
Tifhes that Nature explains her ſelf: What. l 
ever requires a continual attention diſplea- G 
ſes, becauſe rhe greateſt part of Men arc U 
not capable of it. There isa force and weat:- ' 
nefs in all Writers whatever. This Fanta” 
cal mixture makes us naturally conc]udt g 
thoſe Works to be difagreeable, where ve" 
- muſt have too intenſe a thought to con". 
ceive 'em3 or at leaſt are ſo much belov ll 
one, that they deſerve not the leaſt regard % 
Nevertheleſs there are but few good" 
Writings, where the Author excell4 T 
ſo far as to ſtand for a Model. Ve N 
have Homer and Vireil for Hero! | 
Poetry, Horace is a perfeQt Original 0! C 


SatyTrs 3 
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ttyrs , Epiſtles, and Familiar Diſcourſes: 
[dont fay the fame thing of his Odes,and I 
rould explain wy felt farther, if the ex- 
zlency of ſome of 'em did not oblige 
1: to a reſpeAiu] lence of JS 
he f(t, If the * Amhorof a gn 
he long Comments upon Dpacjer. 
tin diſapproves my Opin1- 
on, | will add, what may perhaps appeaſe 
bm: That thoſe of Aracreon are more live- 
;, more ſweet, more engaging 3 and by 
conſequence more perfect. | 
Let's return to theAuthors of our own 
Language: Corneille and Racine are admira- 
ble 1n Tragedies 3 nevertheleſs 1t were to 
bewiſht,that the cleanneſs of Expreſſion in 
lrneille fanned with the variety, and a- 
vundant fertility of his Thoughts. Few Au- 
liors can arrive to repreſent {o many dif- 
rent Charattersz To invent ſo many In- 
rigues z To make ſo many Perſons Reaſon 
vith ſo much connexion and ſolidity, We 
(iſt at the very AQion,whilſt he does but 
repreſent it, and paſs immediatly from 
te figure to the reality. 

Its Auguſta that we hear ſpeak in.Cinme. 
Tis the C;zd that we ſee in his firſt work, 
Who Cauſe ſo much talk in the Court and 
le City,and was as it were the ſignal ofthe 
@urle, where he cartyed away the Prize. 


l 


Not but that the copiouſneſs of his Subject, 
G g the 
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the who/e exttent whereof he penetrates his vall ima: 
gmaitonand his Inoxhauttivle Ueaius, fy, 
has left in hisExpreffions roo much contulion 
as 11 it were impoſſible to be protound ang 
folid, and yct clcar caough at the ſame time 
to be underſtood, But theſe Faults ltind r nor 
but Authors of this Reputation miy ya f; 
excciient Modeis, If ] were oblig d to jpr' 
preciſely, which of the two 1 wo'd cho 
tor a Model, when I were to writc tr 1 
Theatre; I would anſwer, That it wer: m; 
drjjicult to follow the former, and that 'twey, | 
more ſure to tmitate the latter, 

So much fhall ſuffice upon this $4.3 


*llij}zs 


| h and I do not thiyk it neceffary to tart} a. 
longer upon the ar{t Head, 
T9 At preſent I will make bold to ad! ; T::M. 
| inſtead of asking your ſelf, Would Virgil 6:4, 
| writ after this manner ? Did Malhers ji"; lM. 
excellent Odesin ſuch a tone £ Of, if you }(t:/-. WM 
] 2 thus that Corneilic, or Mohiere drew 7514, 
i Theatres, both the Court and the woe 1104" ii. 


; » Ask you your ſelf, Is there any Mind mire (1 
fus'd , than that of thrs IVorh ? [s there any Þ: 
fien leſs ingenious? The Expreſſioms, cond 1.) 
ever be more imperfeft ? Is there any {M.A 
more low and ſervile than. that of this Book © 

This is a fair very common,and it of tentiin?s 1:he 
j pens, that one becomes a very bad Copier of 4 1 
| good Original.IVe ou3ht alſo to take a great d?.s 
care not to fall into thelVhimſical deſign of that Pain 
ter,who being to draw an extravagant Picture of He 
lena,which be defign'd t0 repreſent perfect! he gulte 
ous, advis'd with himſeif # give her all the C143 

ed 7 


thathe bad beard commended an the jaireſt p29 ; 
| t 1 
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#7 changing her Laps into Coral, her Cheeks znto 
;, and her Eyes into Suns, and unskilfully join- 
on together, be made a Figure like to that which 
race deſcribes in his Epiſile to the Piſo's, *Tis 
ntzin be had a mind to laugh. But Authors are 
us people, they are careful of their Reputation) 
ul copy with gravity: 

But in ſhore , whatever good a opinion an 
thor may have of himſelt, *T7s an eaſy mat- 
rt mortify his ſelf-pride, which the'e people can- 
« forbear ſhewing to their Friends, by defying 
lmro Write worſe upon the ſame Subje. In 
<ha caſe we ought to ſhow our ſincerity in 
7 urmoſt degree, and to explain our ſeives 
th the greateſt freedom. againlt the ridicu- 
5 Opintonatrate of rhoſe Scriblers, who ne- 
ready, but to court your applauſe, and not 
bur Critiſciſm, how reaſonable and juſt ſoc- 
i it may be. 

\eycrtheleſs, we ought to take care that we 
m't miſtake implicity as wherc it 15admirable 
Iownright meanneſs, ?T isthe perfection of 
fry Work, and if 1 dare ſay to, the embel- 
ument of Beauty it ſelf, Forace has given us 
3aJvice, when he would have the manner 
xplatning our ſelves appear ſo natural, tha: 
upon an ordinary Reader might judge 1t 
wid be very caſy to ſpeak the ſame things, 
91S nothing bur a refic&ion upon 211 that 
meand delicate , diſcoycrs the difficulty 
 CXprefs our felyes with the ſame pood For- 
ne, 

Truth has nothing changeable in it. Falfi- 
Imirates Truth in all ſorts of ways 3 We al- 
ys find out the laſt, if we haye recourſe to the 


Gg 2 hcit 
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firſt, but arc often cheated if we are not ye 
diligent to diſcover the Impoſture. When 

Tollow Reaſon with fteadineſss and arriye 
thinking aptly, and expreſſing truly « 
thoughts, 'tis impoſſible that the Reader ſho 
not be mov'd, becauſe there is iu all mes 
natural propenſity to T ruth So that what i. | 
ally falſe, cannot pleate any longer than we 2 
dazied with the appearance of I cuth, 

which only it ſhews it felf. 

Upon this ſcore. it the Expreſhon be me 
it will preſent without trouble, a great nu 
ber of the like to your mind 2 Bur if it be tt 
ple, do what you will, it will pleaſc you, a 
you will think it the fineſt thing you ever 1; 
It your Wir is not much ſuperior to the 4 
thor's,and your Experience in the Art of \Vr 
ing much more adyanc'd than his. For this 
plicity has different degrees of perfection as 
other Obje&as have, that preſenc theivir'ye: 
us. But it we have a naind to profit by the t1 
Rules we have already propos'd,we mult nec 
farily haye ſome knowledge of the detects tt 
are to be found in the moſt perfect Autnort 
For it is not my detign here to inſtrutt ordinal 
perſons, but make ſome Remarks for the cui: 
tainment of the Curious. 

Thefirſt is, That one ought not to make ule 
Metaphors too o'teny nor too longe $ ea 
very much wean'd fromit in thzs age;and lincet: 
world has taken a new meaſuie ofche taſte oft 
Eloquence, all this pompous heap of glitter" 
fallities has diſappear'd. T he Learned mc 
thelaſt Age, who were filld with it by rcad! 


ſome of the Anticnts, be licy'd their EY 
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n'd and fet out by Metaphors ; there was 
in as ſtrange a caprice in Eloquence, as in 
fr other OPpIOns. 
4, -h2 yanilhing of thar profound Darkneſs, 
We 6 forcgiing Ages were as It were 
\. we wak'd ſuddenliy,and then . ow 

uctly enough which was the verec. 1c, 
i he uſe of Figurative and Metaphorica! }:-- 
Mons was firit aboliflvd trom that minute, 
hen we begin to diſcern mote cicarly what 
ought tOAAy. 
Tic French Gentus, which 1s lively, natural, 
i! fi1.cere, cannot endure theſe Langviluing, 
mihcial and Embarras'd Diſcourſes. Neycr- 
leſs, we have ſome Meta- 
hors (till left ;and it does not — * Tat 7s, where 


f ow * -\ Metaphors ave natu- 
ſpleaſe us to lee * Flames 1n oO 


ger and Love ; but theſe ;j,jous ; they may be 
preſlions are become pro- ſafely employ'd in our 
r 2nd literal, and can de- A#t/r's Opinion, 
ve no body. : 

The ſecond Remark is; That 'tis an inex- 
ſable fault to paſs from one Metaphor, by 
ich we have begun, to a new one, and foto 
me Enaces which have no agreement amongſt 
emfelyes, When a man is careful to write 
ll, he knows how to continue, and ſupport 
tlame Idea; 7 putty him, fays the Author 
| the CharaQters, I give him for loſt, he #6 caſt 


by I 


'IVind,to arrive at the delightſome Port of Fortune. 
You ſee he takes cate to mix nothing that is 
Tin with th: firſt Image he gave us to cx- 
Ns what the Rich think of the conduCt of Phis 
ft), This perſon is repreſemed as it were 

upon 


1), It 7s net thus that we ought to make uſe of 
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upon the Sea, The Rich Man faw he wg, 
be Ship-wrackt. He ſaw him out of the r9;; 
He jadged that *twas not ſo, that he ouphy | 
make uic of the Wind, and that he would r 
ver atrive at the Port of Fortune. There js 
cre one term which is nor Ally'd with the t- 
But the Author had commited an 
pardonable Solcciſin, if afjer all thcfe exyrc 
{ions taken from Navigation, he had hapne q 


fay,1t 15 not thus one ought to bear c2ainſt the i! in 
and build ht; fortune, 1higncwt 


_ -<CSH2.20 
W 170ape of Bui) 


ing, joyn'd to thoſe of the Sea, which prec:d 
it, would have prodac'd a difagreeavic lc 
waercas all being united, the difcourtc t:com 
clear and eaſy. 


Therthird remark reſcmbles this, and clic 
ly confiſte in advifing that we ought never t 
pals from oe perion to another in the an 
Pcriod, The ſame we may aifo tay of t 
Numoers, and of all char rhe Grammaria 
teri Moods and Tenſes of Verbs. 

| wiil give an Example of this fault, tat 
irom an Author who 15 extraordinarily rc 
lar in his Subject and Stle, AH that 1s ber: 
low, fays tnis exccllent Writer, has no long ut 
ton, tie ſhould have ſtopt here, bur he v 
reſoived to carry on his Period. \Whet 
fore he adds, And this perpetua! Motion of 
tires, (you may take notice already tat? 
patles from a ſubje& indefinite, al! that 15 bei? + 
low. to one which 1s determin'd; And 1625}: 
petuas Motton of Creatures, which have n0 ol 
apparcn: connexion bur by the Conyuncii 
and none at all in the Sence. He contin 
ach ſucceed one quother. (This adds an im 


alt 
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alogethcr unnecclfary, ſince It was ſuſhciently 
marktby the deicct of Duration, and the per- 
rctiral Motion) render as it were d continual Ho- 
naze to th | ,n1nitabiſity of God, n0 alone 1s al- 

a Fog If | "Yb Jon? 
msthe ſame. i fay, I hat thele Taves of Peri- 
ods render em intricate, Contuſcd, and Super- 
tous; and thar this 1s truly thc Srile, not of 
in Orator, but a Deciamer. 

052 might have exprciſed the ſame thing 
for this manner : Al] that ts here below, has a0 
{118, and renders as it were a continual homaze 
t 17s ſanutability of God, 1 know there are 
bp: People fo extreamly exact that they will 
10: Perm ONE to joyn an Afrrmative propolitis 
on with a Neoative fo cloſe rogerher, 

| lay nothing of this Homage that Metion 
renders ro Immutabtlity, Itis a Pont which {1g- 
1.h5 nothing ro my deitgn. 

pat to quit this Dizreſſin ; If Authors of the 
molt accompliſhr exactnels fall under theſe ſort 
of Fau]ts, what muſt Vulgar Authors do? theſe 
remarks will appear to them too ſevere, becauſc 
icy are ſen(ible, it may be, that they are not 
n a condition to prattite *em. 
| All that Ican do at prefent in their Fayour, 
5to propoſe no mre of *em. Our general diſ- 
courſe is about Obſervations upon our Tongue. And 
ve go no farther than barely to examine, If a 
rm be well nsd, and how long it has been in 
Vogue. Tell rae, Lbeſcech you, may not your 
Dilcuſfion go farther. Can a Work be ſaid to 
be perteft, when *cis only compord of chorce 
words Tf this is your Opinion, you are eaſe to 
be comented ; bur there are a great many Men 


more difficulr, becauſe they are more delicate. 
Gg 4 CHAP, 


CHAP. Il 
Of the cleanneſs of Expreſſion 


— mms 


by Mr. MANNING. 
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AA ee, 


[| Was formerly too indulgent, and perhaps am 
now become too nice and ſevere. In the 
heat of Youth,and thoſe firſt ardours of Pafhon, 
a Man is not acquainted with the diicrect cold- 
neſs of a Life ſomewhat more advanced; We 
obſerve with pleaſure, that Authors who have 
been admired both by the Ancients and Mo- 
acrns, have embraced the ſame foilies, which 
our inclinations recommend to us. 

The Licentiouſneſs and Debaucheries of 7-- 
tronizs's Stile, have nothing then that ſhocks our 
Nature: It is without any diſturbance to ourMc- 
deſty,thar we ſtill repreſent its irregularitiegard 
as ifthere was not obſcenity enough in his Frag: 
ments, we regret the lois of what 1s wanting 
with as lively a concern.,as if we had loſt the on- 
ly Diſcourſe that could preferye Decency and 
Manners among(t Men. 

I bethink my ſelf, too late perhaps, to mak 
theſe Reflections ; but it uſually happen5 
when we have arrived at our Journeys end:a!d 
are talking of our Travels, and the Road vc 
followed, that then and only then we perce!V* 
our going a ſtrays This 
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now if there be a grofſer, than ro Addrels ones 
-|f ro all ones Contemporaries, nay, to all 


ny thing but what 1s highly undecent and un- 
-eamly to tell them! And this proceeds from Ig- 
1orance. They don't know, ar lealt they don'e 
conſider that there is a ſc crert Pride 11 the botrom 
of the Soul, which obliges us rv rake excepuions 
painſt too licentious a converiation, as a wanit 
of reſpect. To this Pride we are obliged, that 
noſe ſplendid names ot Glory, Decency, and 
nblick Civility are ſtil] preſerved. 

But tho Pride were ſilent, and ſomebody had 
found out a Myſtery to make it hold its peace, 
which I confeſs is a very difficult rask, yet Firtue 
would not be (1lentz She has not as yet ſo utterly 
1bandoned Man-kind, bur that they ſtill pay a 
wreat reſpect and veneration to her. The Modeſly 
"one whole Sex will be always armed for her 
defence ; and the greateſt part of the employ- 
ments of Men are only:taken up for her fake. 

Pleaſure itſelf, 1 ſpeak of lawful and indiffer- 
ent Pleaſure, diſhonours whoſoever ſeexs 1t with 
aff:Ctation, or who procures it for another. 
Thus, I know no Satyr, included in one word, 
more ſtabbing than that of being calPd the Comp- 
roller of Nero's Pleaſures, i | 

Since I declare fo freeiy againſt my {elf, by diſ- 
owning the Praiſes I have given to Petronus, no 
one wiil expect thar | ſhould ſpare the Raillery 
ot Cicero in his Oration for Cali. | 

| freely own, that he was brought up in bu- 
lineſs, and knew theWorld; that hc railed him- 
It by his Merit, much aboye his Birth; he's 

IC 


hoſe who ſhall come after us, without having 
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he was equal in dignity to Pompey and Ceſar. 

But certainly he forgot himſelf, when ind). 
ging his natural propenſity to Raillery, he xe. 
proached in fall Senate, Clodia, for making her 
younger Brother lie with her, Propter nc/? urn: 
guoſdam metrus, A Man may calily find our th: 
equivocation; bur I wonder that fo $reat a May 
ſhould tax Celivs with fo great a Crime only bj 
way of 1rny, it he beiieved 1t to be truc ; or 
that he ſhould give himſelf the liberty to accuſe 
him of ir, if he believed it not. 

Ic were ro be wiſhed, that what has been re- 
quired of Orators, were ikewiſe required of all 


A.uthors, and even Poets, 


[rum bonum Oratorem eſſe oportet. 


We have.mightily negleQed this Precept in 
our Langaage. Our old French Poets were alto! 
al] guilty of citing obicenely. Defportes 1s cc 
Man char fell 1inro ch1is vein, with the greate!! 
affefta ton and impudence imaginable. 

But ſi1ce YVoturowho had a refined Genius and 
who conyerſed with the police!t Company c re: 
fuily thur'd this ſordid, this ungeutleman 1. 
way of Writing; the Theatre it fel! n4 » 
longer ſuffered our Authors to write an” £57 
r00 licentious. Thus all this liberty is no mo 
ſupported even in the moſt familiar Converts 
tions; and if our Age is not more chat tha? 
_ Preced!ng ones ; at leaſt it knows now (9 
rganage thc outſide, and to (ct ir (elf oli will 
te appearance of /rtue. 

(Zur niceneſs goes yet further; ard we cannot 


-+ re. 20W adeys to fcc the deſcription of 20 
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hje&t that 1s apt to leave a bad 74:a behind it, 
All chat we can 1uttcr a {ick Man to do, is to tell 
tisDiſtemper:we give ſome caſc ro his indiſpoſt- 
iongin hearkning to him with ſome little atten- 
tion: But this complaiſance witich we expreſs to 
his infirmity , 1s no excuſe for it; eſpecially if he 
deſcends 1nto too long a relation of particulars. 

Buty except this occaſion, 'tis not poſſible to 
make a deſcription of things,for which we have 
naturally an averſion , without offending the 
Company ; notwithſtanding this has been the 
detect of many Authors. Buchanan has deſcribed a 
Dream with all the luſcious figures oi Rhetoric. 
St, Amant has diſcovered a World of Debauche- 
rics with all the plainneſs peculiar to his Scile ; 
bat upon ſuch ſubje&s, both Rhetorick and 
plainneſs are unſeaſonably loſt, 

Ler us return to Cricero:Now ouzht this Conſul, 
when he was declaiming againſt eſo, in the pre- 
icnce of the Senate, to have mace ule of terms, 
which in ſolively a manner repretent the moſt 
bealtly circumſtances of Drunkennefs? FHis di- 
(cription is. charged with particulars , which 
muſt needs be very nauſeous and diſfagreeable. 

Catullus allo right nave given to the Annals 
of YVolujuus another rerm, than that of Cacata 
coarta, 'T his Poet, who pretended to a purity 
of Stile, ſhould have abſtaincd from an Epirhee 
lo groſs and fo licentious: 

Martial found out a by-way to commend the 
cleanlineſs of his Mifirefies Lap-Dog, yer for 
all that he has faln into a very unſcafonable cx- 
preihon, 

Gita pallia nec fefelit uha. 

It had been more proper to have ſaid nothing 

of it, W ith- 
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Without doubt theſe Authors were corrupted by 
their bad Morals. I here was in their times, how 
fine ſoever we may repreſent them, ſo total an 
;gnorance of what the Laws of true decency re- 
quire from us,that they have not produced one 
Author who has obſerved them with exacneG. 

Bat, in endeavouring to avoid this fault, be 
cautious leaft you fall into another, very com- 
mon in our days. Paſſtons and Vices are deſcribed 
to us in ſuch pretty colours, even in the Pulpir, 
that a Man can hardly perceive what deformity 
they have 1n them. I here arc thoſe perſons that 
k..,>w how to conccal the impieties and extra- 
vagancies of the moſt pernicious manners, in 
order to hide what conformity they 11+. + 9 
the weakneis and frailty of our Hearts. 

We ſhould be roo much ſtartled to know the 
zmpiety thereof, No body would draw down upon 
himſelf the vengeance of Heaven. We are too 
much humbled 1n a ſevere cxamination of out 
extrdvagencies and no one has a mind to be ridicu- 
©:15,But to be frail, ro be ſubje& ro 1nfir mitics, 
thisis no more than being born Man;and uo one 
thinks he ought to be aſhamed of his birth, or of 
hs deſtrny. 

I hould therefore rather chuſe a deſcription 
which would faithfully repreſcat things, than 
thoſe flattering Pictures which foreify Men it1 
their falſe opinz9ns, or in their uſual diſorders. 

However, don't foilow Juvenal's foot(teps, ot 
aſſume the liberty ro make the groſleſt repre- 
ſentations of the greatelt irregularities : Jn vain 
doth an Author fo abominably licentious and 
1mpudent perſuade me to hate the exceſles of 
Moi} hate bimeven more than I do her; an! 
ro lewlneiſiot his wit that are ſufficiently dit- 

COYELL: 
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covered in the boldneſs of his Stile; ſcandalize 
me infinitely mors than thoſe of the moſt aban- 
don'd Women, wito are blindly tranſported by 
the fury of their Paſſions. 

| love his Tranſlator better than him + He 
cook gtcat care to preſerve the cleanneſs of his 
Stile in ſuch 11] Company. He has omitted noth- 
ing in the Satyrs of his Author, but what might 
hinder the ſecure reading of them. His fne in- 
dignation at the Yices of Rome, his Fire, his Vi- 
yacity, even to the tone of Declame, which was 
the true Charafer of Juvenal, he has pretervcd 
entire. And let it neyer be ſaid that Satyr divelt- 
ed of theſe exceſles, 18 leſs agreeable; for 'tis ccr- 
fain, that nothing but the Salt of acute Raillery 
makes up the whole entertainment in that ſorc 
of Poetry; and that on the other lide, groſlae(s of 
expreſſion and thought,cannot fail to diſpleaſe thote 
Gentlemen that have the leaſt delicacy. Which 
5eaſtly juſtibed by thc cxample of 
Monſieur * Deſpreauz ; For do we |, * We know 
read any of theAncients with great- p04 4 
er ſatisfaftion? And yercan one car- the name of 
ry further,than he has done,diſcre- Boileas, 
ton and reſervedneſs, 

His Muſe always chaſt, always modeſt, knows 
how to purſueYice,aud to condemn it,as Virtue it 
{elf uſes to do, by its light,and by its vehemence : 
tor we ſhould overſtretch things,and puſh them: 
to the utmoſt rigour,ſhould we ſay, he had done 
better if he had afforded no room for the [a Ne- 
v4 in his Works. W hat he ſays in that reſpett is 
loſhort, that he deſeryes to be excuſed, if it bea 
fault; and if not, we muſt acknowledg that he 
nas taughc us, that a Man may ſpeak ſometimes 

O 
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of ſuch a Perſon, provided he obſerves the tem: 
- peraments of this Author, in one or two words 
and yer never infringe the Rules of Decency, ; 

Bur Lucretzvs neglects this condutt at the end 
of one of his Books: A Man muſt certainly haye hi, 
Verns kindled with the flame of Love,a Burninp /Irna 
in the bottom of hrs Soul ; Or, tO leave thcic freat 
expreſſions, A Man muſt be a Madman, as in et- 
fect he was, to tire his Reader with a long de- 
ſcription, and that in the molt extravagant and 
naſty circumſtances, of the Dreams and l[iluſtons 
of a young Man. 

'Themore I conſider of this paſſage, the lc; 
diſcover thoſe Reaſons which make People ge. 
ncrally ſo fond of fo violent,fo imperious an Au- 
thort When he would a@the Serivus Man,and 
the Reaſoner,'tis then he's utrerly loſt,and knows 
not what he ſays: witneſs thar verſe which ] 
have often heard foimpertinently quoted. 


Primus in ove Deos fecat ttmor, 


That is to ſay, Fear induced Men to believe, that 
there were Gods, Fr if one ſhould ask him, +: 
zs it that produced this Fear? Would not he have 
been obliged to Anſwer, That it zs the natural 1d: 
which Men conceive of a Divinity > For Fear, and 
other Paſſions,are no otherwile raiſed in us thai 
by the Onjects which excite them by the means 
of the /magination or Thought. 

But if I find in my ſelf the 7dea of a Divinity, 
before I find that fear which I ought to have for 
It, this fear then 15 rae effect, 21d not the cauſe 0)! 
the thouzht I conceive of ir. A man nceds but 
very little penetration, and extent of mind (0 
make lo obyious a difcoyery ? . 
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If he has a Mind to deſcend from this States 
which doth not ſuit with his Talent, Why muſt 
he g0 LNrOW aWay fine expreſſicus, to repreſent 
'mpertinent things,to 101ift upon them ſo long, 


1nd not to leave, till he had cxhauſted ir, fo r1- . 


diculous a Subject, as rhar of the Dreams of an 
fee, which performs nothing, even in the day 
time, that deſerves our atter:rion ? 

I: this is Beauty, or Delicacy, or Learnins, 1 
heartily corgretulate tac grolineſs of our days, 
which certainly would near bcar ſo irregular a 
freedota in any Author whattcever. 

[| with with all my hcart I could excuſe Aufe- 
iis, that illulirious Conſul of Gaul; but the con- 
[quence of this rematk carries me 1n ſpite of my 
ſc]t,ro ſpeak of him,nay.and to ſpeak il] of him, 
What can be finer than his T hankso727ng tothe 
Emperor upon the fubje& of his Conjulſhip 2 

Pliny the 2d. would have envicd him this 
work. Whatcan be more ingenious, than the 
Punſhment of Cupid in the Elifean Fields, and thoſe 
ſuferings and repreaches which rhe Heroines made 
him undergo, who had all of them fome cauſe 
0 make their complaints of him? 

He muſt, for the misfortune of his Reputation, 
amuſe himſelf in that employment,which of all 
tings in the World is moſt unworthy of a 
Learned Man} Judge what time he loſt tn buſy- 
ng iimſelf to pick up ſometimes a beginning 
dt a verſe in Virgil, ſometimes an end; and tack 
al theſe different parts together, in order to 
Compoſe a poor wretched Cento 

What ſhall I fay of thoſe expreſſions of Yir- 
*, which tho they were innocent as they lay in 

im,yet asAyſoniyshas managed andlorted them, 


they 
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they are conſcious of all the indecencies that 
imagination can poſſibly form to it ſelf ? 
Behold now a ſtrange deſcription of thi, 
Man. He that was Author of a r;. 
ous Work, which he Addreffes to a great En: 
perour, who has Wit and Learningzas we may 
ſufficiently tee in many other placesof his Biuks 
1s notwithſtanding the ſame that proſtitures hi; 
Muſe, and compoſes an infam3ns Poem 
out of ſeveral pieces of Poetry very harmlc{; 
in themſclves. | | 
To condemn all theſe infolences, doth nct 


would be pleaſed to fee even Yirpil himfelt con. 
demned for the interview of Eneas and Dil: in 
that cave of the 4th ofthe Eneids. 


 Speluncam, Dido, Dux & Trojanus, eandem, 
Devemunt.— 


Nor would they be leſs willing to condemn 
Homer tor what paſſed between Zuno and Jupiter, 
upo? the Mount Olympus. 

Theſe rwo great and zUuſtrious Authors have 
avoided a thoutand occaſions, wherein any 0- 
cher perſon would have loſt himſelf. If Parts 
and Helena converſe together in the 7liad, 'tis 
only to reproach one another, Calypſo, Circe, the 
Syrens of the0dyſſes,contain nothing that offen5iitare 
Madeſty. Ulyſes doth not abule the Favours 2: 
the Princeſs Nauſtcaa. 

A Man who has a truly great Soul, Elevatec 
and Noble; a vaſt genius , and an 1m 
gination clear and well diſpoſed, will nevc 
ſtoop and deſcend to that meanneſs whick! 

24 
here condemn, _ 


CHAT. IL 
}f the Exaftneſs of Reaſoning. 


TUHE Qualities, by which People 
| aim to diſtinguiſh themſelves, are 
{monly ſuch as they have not: To 
miſe a Perfection, which of 1tſelf 15 va- 
ble, is not a ſufficient Title tor a. Man 
) ground a Right of Propriety upon it. 
Ide allumes to itfelt this ſpecious Title ; 
ut there will be always a great deal of 
ltlerence between eſteeming what de- 
bes to be fo, end poſſeſſing it effectu- 

LY, | 
Examples do not authorize a fault, and 
lam unwilling to fall in:oone, although 
be ealie to obſerve, that the moſt cele- 
ted Authors in the World, and thoſe 
"10 diſcovered the Glory of good Sence, 
ave not been able to ſecure themſelves 
om falling into it, whenſoever there has 
Ken an occaſion to advance thoſe Opint- 
 Whereof they had declared them- 

res ProteGtors. 
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Infatuation, which 1s a diſpoſition « 
Mind, the moſt repugnant to Reaſy, 
palled, nowithſtanding, for good Senc 
with them; and there was not no ter 
more ambiguous, and more perplexins 
than in their Diſcourſes. 7 

The Carteſtaz looks upon his Notion; 
of a difterent ordering ot Particles as { 
many new Diſcoveries, and repreſents tc 
himſelf the ancient Sy/tezz as a confuſe: 
mixture of Nonſence and Ignorance. 

Neverthcleſs, at the ſame time that he 
applauds himiclt, for the diſcovery 0 
Subtle Matter, and the eftets which he 
_ attributes to 1t ; the ancient Philoſopher 
looks upon him with Pity, and fays t 
Iimſcit, That all he advances 1s not a jot 
more cvident and farisfattory, than th 
oacult Qualities of 4ri/fozte. 

Which has made me think more that 
once, that a Man cannot flatter himlclt 
that he has attained to a good exacinels ol 
Reaſoning, till he has ſhaken off the youe 
of the Opinions of orhers, and ftrec 
himſelf from the ſervile dependance 0! 4 
Stile peculiar to the Character or Party 0 
ſome Perſons. 

Some years age, we were generally 0- 
ver-run in the Freach Language , Wil 

En. CErtal 


— 


of Reaſons, I15 
certain faſhions of ſpeaking: We mult not 
nrſooth make uſe of the firſt Perſon,and a 
Phyſitian , who asked a f{ick Man con- 
«ning the ſtate of his Health, receiv*'d 
10 other anſwer than, That oze had paſſed 
the Night wery Untowaraly, that one had 
fut great Pains, that one remained in ar 
xxtreams Weakneſs, And as the Intereſt of 
tic Phyſitian obliged ym to have ſome 
complaiſance for this Gibberidge, he did 
not tail to anſwer, Yon are oraer'd, you are 
wvis'd, you are deſir'd, &c. In a word, all 
things went after this manner, not only 
n private Converſations, but alſo in 
Books. 2 

This was called downright Modeſty 
nd Humility, As for my part, I think 
t was Hypocriſie and AﬀeCtation in Per- 
ons of Quality, and the meaneſt and 
moſt ſervile Imitation 1n thoſe of meaner 
Rank, 

There is a conſiderable difterence bez 
tween the Sentiments of theſe perſons, 
and my own ; and I think it not amiſs to 
Point out this difference: It I am to ſpeak 
df a general Diſpoſition, as for Example, 
of that Eſteem which all Men have of 
VYertue; I may thus cxprels my {elf : 
* One has ſo much inclination to rerurn to 

H h 2 the 
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© rhe firſt State, to which one was deſign 
« ed by the Creator, that every time ons 
« con{1ders the beauty of Vertue, he can 
« nt forbear toeſteem and love it, It i, 
ro repreſent theſe general Diſpoſitions 9 
the Soul, that this way of ſpeaking is wel 
enough employed : But when a Mz 
ſpeaks of his particular Opinion; I 4 
firm, That ?tis a treſpaſs againſt gag 
Sence, to explain himſelt inditinitely, anc 
to fear to ſay, when he has received : 
Kindneſs, I thank you; and mltead 0 
that, to come off with, Ore 7s extreaml 
oblioed to you, 
At the ſame time, I hate the Book of 
a certain late Author, for the liberty he 
Has taken of interpoling impertinently 0 
every Subject he has treated of. A Boo 
15 a general Conference that we propold 
to have with a great number of Readers. 
I cannot endure you to draw your Prook 
from an infinity of little panltry Hiſtorts 
whule you conceal from me all rhe circum- 
{tances, and even declare in the Preiacy, 
that the Names are ſuppoled. 
Beſides, you cite all ſorts of them, 5# 
rious, Pleaſant, Caſuiſtical, Gallant ; 0! 
know the Court, the City, the Count!) 
but above all.Religious pe” an 
reac 


of Reaſonimg. 7 
Preachers. In a word, you have ſuppreſ- W+ 
kd your Name ; but there 1s not a Reader ! 
of any parts, who has not diſcovered 
our Profeſſion. 

The Liberty I condemn 1n this Book, 
sincomparably more excuſable in the E{- 1 
ays of Moztagne : T's true, he tells his N 
Thoughts and Inclinations ſomewhat too / 
olainly ; but after he has made ſome 1/0 
Digreſſions, he always returns to himſelf, 5. 
which 1s the Subject of his Work ; and 4:0 
bringing back his Reader to him, he has 
aways wherewitial to pleaſe him. He | 
no troubleſom Hoſt, bur when Conver- Wh 
fation fails him, he has Friends to ſup- ; 
port it, till ſuch time as he has taken a i" 
little Breath : We hear there with Plea- WW 
ſure, the Ancients, and even ſome of the 
Moderns ; and by this mixture we meet 
with a Variety which always pleaſes. 

There has been a grear deal of pains ta- 
ken to Criticize npon this Author, and 
we have ſeen but few Books wherein he 
has not been ill treated, Ar the ſame time 
theſe Authors have read him themſelves, 
and he will be read perpetually : I will 
not undertake here his Apology. Where 
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perhaps no more than that of affeQing ng 
to ſpeak at af, even when the conncxio 
of the Diſcourſe obligeth us to it. 

Inftead then of entring into a larger 
Diſcuſhon, T chuſe rather to affirm, 4 
preſent , That the Source and Origin; 
of the Exactneſs of Reaſoning, whethe 
tor Thoughts, or Exprefſions, conſiſts 1 
the independance and liberty of the Soul 

We havenaturai Ideasenough of Truth 

and Phraſes natural enough of expreſſin: 
it, if a Man would rather follow lis ow! 
Conceptions, than others. 'The Imitaiio; 
of others is deſtruttive both of Reaſ 
and good Sence. 

As every Man has a certain tone ot 
Voice pecular to himſelf, which it woul 
be ridiculous for another to imitate, { 
cvery one has a peculiar way of thinkin; 
and ſpcaking. 

He that will not ſpeak but as he thinks 
will not always ſpeak wonderful things, 
but then he will fay nothing wich ma) 
draw a jutt cenſure upon him. 

No one is obliged to think beyond h 
Capacity, and we-never tranſgreis tn! 
bounds ot good Sence, but when we 2m 
turtiieT, 


of Reaſoning, 119 


1 dowt here excuſe Lazineſs and 
gupidity 3 for when we know how to 
mke ule of Nature's Gifts, they will 
row W ith time ; and that Doctor 10 
much cryed up. in the Schools, of which 
15 NOW the Head, made but 4 dull Fi- 
oure in the fir{t years of Is Studies. 

His Happineſs was, that he had no- 
ing to do but follow a beaten Road : In 
thoſe groſs times wherein he appeared, 
xither Languages, nor polite Learning 
rere underitood. * I was enough to pro- 
wie every Argument ſyllogiſtically torthe 
of the Secular Prieſts and Monks. Their 
reateſt Ambition was to cure the grolleſt 
part of the then Prevailing Ignor ance, 

To excel in this kind of Science, a lit- 
le Judgment was at leaſt full as fſervice- 
ile as a greater ſhare of Vt- 
lacity.. The Subtle Dofler, #* means our 
tho tollowed ſoon afrer, 1 ad "La OX” 
ike to have ſpoiPd all, by 
bo much finenels ; and I car'*t tell! what 
ths Genius would not have undertaken, 
lad he not been confined by the method 
i the Age he liv*d in, which LODNged Rim 
wt to vary from the Form of Peter Low: 
bard, the Maſter of the Scholaſtick Que- 
tions, which have been fince io little re- 
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Of the Exacine |$ 

"Tis true, that there are Revolutions j 
the Republick of Letters, as well as'in 1 
other States; and Humow's, Faſhions 
and Incitations have their period of Dy 
ration. 

"Tis wiſdom to comply with the Time 


I 20 


we live in. All wile Men have done it 
I ſpeak only of Exteriours. I his fits vs 
for Company, bufone wow'd not engape 
ſo deep as the liberty of one's reaſon, 

For, it a Man proportions the tone of 
his Voice to the Ear ot his Auditors, and if 
it would be ridiculous to ciy out in pre- 
{ence of a {mall number of People, as loul 
as before a numerous Aſſembly of Audi 
tors ; fo the meaſure of things, and the 
ways of propoſing them, ſhould be taken 
irom the different diſpoſition of the Times 
w herein we fpeak. 

| dowt fuppolc Man 1s always tix 
the ſame, for too many occaſions contri- 


bute to his Inconſtancy. The ſame Revo- 


Iuttion which makes one Age ſucceed ano- 
flier, introduces a new Scene of Man 
ner. 

We rauſt ſubmit to ſo powerful an Im- 
preſſion, unleſs we are born in a Station 
eonliderable enough, or are in a condition 
iHuſtrious enough , or feel in our feivcs 

ſtrength 


of Reaſoning. 121 
frength of Genius enough to change 
Qnetimes the Inclination of our Age. 

There have been Kings who have ba- 
mſhed out of their Court, Ratlery, Fop- 
xerics,and all otherBuffooneries,by thepro- 
und Wiſdom they have ſhewn in alltheir 
itions. We have ſeen'{ſome Miniſters, 
who by their Vigilance and Activity have 
10uz7d the Sluggiſhneſs of the moſt lazy 
Courtiers, and made them out of Emu- 
ation, apply themſelves to the moſt uſe- 
ful, and ſerious buſineſs of the State. In 
: word, we have ſeen the great Orators 
of our Age, by their ſolid manly Elo- 
quence, baniſh from all publick Ha- 


rangues, thoſe Points, Quibles, and falſe 


Thouglits, which ſo much reigned 1n the 
aſt Age. 


But a Man muſt be truly Great, to 
ciange and reconcile ſo many difterent 
Reliſhes. It is a ſort of Conqueſt thar is 


worth its Price; and the fingle thought 


0! following one's ſelf alone,and obliging 
dthers to follow us, is ſufficiently He- 
roick, | 

Not to ſubmit one's Judgment to that of 
another, approaches very near it, He is 
a bold Man that dares venture alone, e- 
Ipecially now-a-days, when our Books of 
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Morality are filled with nothing elſe þy 
the detects and errors of Mankind. Th; 
way of 'Truth ſeems to be {hut up, an 
we find nothing on every ſide, but ineyi 
table Miſtakes. 

But what influence can Errors have up 
on a Mind never lo little tortified, whic! 
diſengaged from the diſorders of Cabal, 
that divide the World, conſults nothing 
clic, in order to judge of other things 
but only of itſelf ? 

What ſatisfaction doth not ſuch a Mai 
talt in diſcovering the "Truth, which 1 
incloſed in the Idea that Nature gives u 
of every thing ? 

The reaſon why ſo many Diſcourles 
either ſpoken or written do not per{wade 
1s, becauſe there are but few perſons tha 
citabliſh them upon thoſe Principles, 0 

which all Men 1n themſelves are inwardly 
convicted. _. 

All the Myſtery of Perſuaſion confilt; 
in applying them to theſe fundamental 
Truths: Every Man mult convince him- 
ielt, Convictions by Inſtruction dont 
jaſt, and produce no effect, Bur when 
you have engaged yourſelf in anothci 
Vian's Opinion, and have diſcovered tv 
Wim that you think, and judge after tits 

mMAnncis 
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anner, you muſtexpect allfrom his Con- 
Eence, and the execution of his Deſigns. 
But avoid with great care, an Author 
f great Reputation, who would have 
| Mzn conceive things, juit as he has 
mnceived them himſelf. Poſſibly in fome 
ther occaſions I may {peak of him, and I 
nightily wonder, that a powerful Society, 
hom he has not ſpared, ſhould {till have 
very great conſideration for him. 
| mult farther add, that I cannot be- 
we him, when he fays, that Men ne- 
fer miſtake in deducing from a Principle 
r Definition, the coniequences which are 
ontained 1n 1t ; for *tis there, 1t we duly 


ind it, that miſtakesof Judgment ſhew 


iemſelves molt. 

Thus, inſtead of being of his Opint- 
0, and reaching , 'That Men multake 
1the Principles, and not in the Conle- 
ences, I maintain, that we are dece1- 
Fed 1m the Conſequences , particularly, 
Fen they dowt immediately flow trom 
ic Principles. 

But it was for the Intereſt of his 
Vork, to diſcredit the Rules of Ari{tctl;'s 
ogck. As for my part, who have no 
ligation to commendthem,] am ſeaſible 
$0ugh, that they may be of great ſer- 
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vice,to ſhow Men of falſe Judgment, thi 1 
they do not reaſon juſtly, and draw theMio 
Conſequences aright. But who doth nd 
ſeeit as well as my ſelf ? Is it not the vere 
ſame thing , that Horace tormerly ſaid 
when he gave us for the firſt and moo 
important Precept of the Art of Poetr F 
( from whence we may draw Rules tallfſÞc: 
all otuer Writings) that we thould card: 
fully preſerve Unity in every thing? SMh 
ſimplex quodvis duntaxat & unum. ThiWi: 
Unity ſo beloved of the Antients, Whall 
15 it elſe but the Exactneſs of Reaſon 
ng e M21 
But if you would be more perſuaded oa 
this Truth, conſider but a little, of thi ' 
Image he gives us at the head of this an 
mirable Epiſtle : Can there be a greateſiſac 
fault, than that of the diſproportion which 
1s between the different Members tha 
£ompole it ? th 
In ſhort, it Deſcartes has meriteWWi 
Commendations in this Age, 1s there Wi! 
better Topic to praiſe his Syſtem, tiaſſic 
the Connexion, and Coherence ot ! 
parts ? =_ 
T have a Book of Chriſtian Meditate 
ons upon the Truths of our Faith ; tl 


Author was a Pious Man, I will belict 
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; upon the Reputation he has in the 
World. But as he writ it in Latine, be- 
auſe he ſpoke French but ill, one of his 
rethren was order*d to Tranſlate it, and 
& ſucceeded in the Attempt well e- 
ugh. 

Gar as a Tranſlator makes a particular 

quaintance with his Author, he 1s bet- 
rable todifcern the ImperteCttions in him. 

his Man preſently found there was not 
ſingle Argument direaly inferr*d from 

6 Principle; all his Concluſions were 
direct, and oblique, To rectifie this 
Fult 1s not properly to Tranſlate, but to 
lake a new Piece. - 

' We hear nothingelſe in the Pulpit, but 
n Apology for the Deſign of the Sermon, 
nd for the Diviſion or Method which 
hey pretend to follow, But this Apolo- 
"7 once over, the Preacher 1s the firſt Man 
lat forgets it ; he Rambles, he makes 
vigreſſions, and hearrives at Life Eternal, 
fore he has begun to follow the Me- 
od he had promiſed, 

This is the fault of thoſe perſons who 
uect to ſpeak all things Politely, and 
kelect the Exa&tneſs of Reaſoning. 

There never was, perhaps, unleſs we 

ept the Anguſtean Age, a more flou- 

riſhing 
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vice,to ſhow Men of falſe Judgment, th. 
they do not reaſon juſtly, and draw the 
Conſequences aright. But who doth nc 
ſee it as well as my ſelf * Is it not theve 
ſame thing , that Horace formerly faic 
when he gave us for the firſt and mo 
important Precept of the Art of Poet 
( from whence we may draw Rules 
all otuer Writings ) that we thould care 
fully preſerve Unity 1n every thing? $ 
ſimplex quodvis duntaxat & unum. Th 
Unity ſo beloved of the Antients, Wha 
15 it elſe but the ExaCtneſs of Reafy 
ing ? 

But if you would be more perſuaded « 
this Truth, conſider but a little, of th 
Image he gives us at the head of thus ac 
mirable Epiſtle : Can there be a greate 
fault, than that of the diſproportion whic 
is between the different Members tl 
compoſe it ? 

In ſhort, it Deſcartes has meritel 
Commendations in this Ape, 1s there 
better Topic to praiſe his Syſtem, tu 
the Connexion, and Coherence © |! 
parts ! 4 

T have a Book of Chriſtian Meditat! 
ons upon the Truths of our Faith ; tl 


Author was a Pious Man, I will belies 
| 
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; upon the Reputation he has in the 
Vorld. But as he writ it in Latine, be- 
uſe he ſpoke French but ill, one of his 
ethren was order*d to Tranſlate it, and 
x ſucceeded in the Attempt well e- 
10U h. 

For as 4 Tranſlator makes a particular 
lquaintance with his Author, he 1s bet- 
rable todiſcern the Imperfettions in him. 
This Man preſently found there was not 
ſingle Argument directly inferr*d from 
6 Principle ; all his Concluſions were 
direct, and oblique, To rectifie this 
lt is not properly to Tranſlate, but to 
luke a new Piece. | 

We hear nothingelſe in the Pulpit, but 
n Apology for the Deſign of the Sermon, 
nd for the Diviſion or Method which 
hey pretend to follow. But this Apolo- 
7 once over, the Preacher 1s the firſt Man 
lat forgets it ; he Rambles, he makes 
Doreſſions, and hearrives at Life Eternal, 
fore he has begun to follow: the Me- 
od he had promiſed. 

This is the fault of thoſe perſons who 
Wect to ſpeak all things Politely, and 
kelect the Exattneſs of Reaſoning. 
There never was, perhaps, unleſs we 

ept the Anguſtean Age, a more flou- 

_ riſking 
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riſhing reign of Latine, than towards t| 
laſt Age. Butit were to be wiſhed, th 
the Authors, who were but Grammar 
ans, or at beſt but agreeable Declamer 
had not taken upon them to Dogmatiſ 
upon Religion. 

Asthey applied themſelves to the Stud 
of Learned Tongues, they could not re; 
ſon with ExaQtneſs enough upon elevate 
Matters, of which they had but a ver 
ſupertcial Knowledge, They ought, 
they had : been wiſer, to have confine 
their Juriſdiction to prophane Authors 
Le Fevre of Saumur has done 1t 19 ou 

days with Succeſs, and th 
Tf " Fg Author ot R. upon H. ma 
p ſe the Letters Arrive toa Twelith Volum 
ftand for Re- With ſafety and 1mpuntt) 
wo jþ150- The Antiquities of Rojar 

, by Mons 
fieur Dacier. May be read there with lc 

_ _ uneaſineſs, becauſe reading 
the Poet will refreſh the Reader. ?115a 
open rule that of Roxzan and Grecian All 
tiquities; We throw away our time | 


writing, -or reading of them, without be 


ing obliged to give an account to any 0 

ther but ourſelves. 
But to meddle with Sacred Books, an 

to have no other Knowledge bug wir | 


= 


Gra 
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tained from prophane Authors , 1s to 
0 beyond one's Sphere. Good Sence re- 
quires that we {ſhould Suit ourſelves both 
out Subject, and to our Reader. That 
mce ſlighted, expect nothing after Juſt 
1nd Exact, 


To the Earl of St. Albans. 


Cr cet —<——_—_——_—e—_ — 


By Mr. SAVAGE. 


Lamm 


Wee th 
LO — 


My Lord, 


Ou command me to tell you in a tew 
words, all that is neceſſary for a 
joung Man of great Hopes, to enter with 
Advantage upen the Stage of the World, 
and there to ſupport himſelf with Ho- 
nour : And youdefire alſo, My Lord, that 
of all that T have learnt upon that Subject, 
ather by the Converſation of good Men, 
my own Reading or Reflections, I ſhould 
{Ompoſe a kind of an Art, in which, Wy 
way of Abridgment, one might find all 
the Rules, Precepts, and Maxims whuch 
-..- may 
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may ſecond the Natural Induſtry, thy 
a Man already of a good Wit, migly 
have to recommend hunſelf to Civil Sc 
ciety, and to ſet a Value, as much as ma 


be, on the Talent he poſleſſeth. 


To tell you the Truth, My Lord, I ne 
ver found any thing truly difficult ti 
now, 1n all that you have ever command 
ed me, through an earneſt Inclinatio 
that I have always had to do with Plc: 
ſure, whatever you have delired of me 
But that which you here propoſe to me 
appears of fo great difficulty, that I a 
verily perſuaded, that you would hay 
never propos'd it to me, 1t you had con 
fider'd it by the fame Method as I beholc 
it. 

 Ineffect, never was there ſo vaſt a Mat 
ter, and yet you command it of me ut 
Epitome : Never Precepts more diſ-joynt- 
ed, and yet you require an Art formed out 
of them. Never Maxims leſs ſure, anc 
yet you would have Rules. 'Fhe thing 
dojnot appear feaſible to me, yet I ſhall ac 
all that lies in my Power to content you. 
Pl] borrow both from the Living and tie 
Dead ; Pl! drain both my ſelf and others; 
but you muſt expect neither an Epitome; 


OF 
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or any Method, I will tell you, with all 
fncerity, what the Deſire to fatisfie you, 
rather than Study or Experience, ſuggeſt- 
ed to me upon this Subject. 

The firſt ſtep that a Man makes into 
the World, generally determines all the 
reſt, and is the Foundation of his Re- 
putation, and beſt Preſage of his For- 
tune ; and; from the firſt Marches that he 
makes, thoſe that have had Experience, 
will tell you how far he will advance. 
Tis then very neceſſary to make this firſt 
ſtep with a great deal of caution, and to 
ignalize ones Entry by ſomething that 1s 
zlorious and great | 

There is a great deal of Art in gaining 
the publick Efteem,and to make ones Tal- 
ents appear fo to advantage, that- the 
World ſhall never diſguit, or be glutted 
with *em. 

The means to preſerve ones Reputat1- 
0m, 1s to produce ſomething more and 
more excellent, and to provide a freſh 
Nutriment for the general Admiration, 
which ſeems always to grow up equal 
with our Merit. The great Actions we 
aw, promiſe ſomething greater; and the 
800d ought to be follow'd by better. 


[3 A 
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 AGreat man ought not then to ſuffe 
the depth of his Capacity to be ſounded 
if he will be always eſteem*d by the Yu] 
gar : He ought, on the contrary, to be 
have himſelf after ſuch a manner, as ne 
ver to diſcover all that he knows, and that 
no man may have 1t in us power to aſſign 
Limits to his Learning. For, let a Ma 

be never ſo karned the Opinion we 
have of him, when we know him but b 

halves, goes always farther than the Idea 
we conceive of him, when we are wholl 

acquainted with hum. 

Therefore let him take care not to dil- 
cover his Ability all at once, but makean 
abſolute uſe of his Cunning. He {houldal 
ways to manage himſelt with caution 
that he may be able to diſengage himſelt 
from the Inconveniencies he may tall 
into; and, to have a hidden Reſerve 
where he may command fuitable Suc- 
cours, to repair his greateſt Miſtakes, and 
to +-1hpah him from his greateſt Over- 
ltghts. T”—— 

o the Succeſs of the moſt Judicious 
Undertakings depends upon the mect- 
ing of a multitude of Conjunctures, Ma: 
ny of which Chance can only reco!- 


cite; an excellent man ought not ©: 
ver 
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rer to commit his Reputation to the riſque 
of a Converſation, a Diſpute, or an 1n- 
rrview ; for, if it does not fucceed with 
tim, he never recovers it: And no man 
can be ſure not to fail in an Efſay or 
z Tryal ; ſince nothing 1s more com-. 
non, than to find ones firſt Proje&ts dif: 
pointed. He ought then to expoſe his 
Reputation to the hazard of the Enter- 
ſize, Whatever Advantage he may pro- 
miſe himſelf from its Succeſs. 

On the contrary, the great Art of all 
conſiſts 1n not diſcovering all one knows 
once, but to unfold it ( 1f I may ſpeak 
0) by degrees, and always to nouriſh 


1nd excite enroon © 


The Magazine ſhould always anſwer 
the Occaſions ; and the Pzece 1hould not 
delie the Pattern : In fine, a Map ought 
yy to keep exaCtly to what he pro- 
miles. 

'Tis upon this conſideration only, that 
reat Maſters never diſcover the wile 

yſtery of their Art in their Leſſons to 
their Schollars, and by rhat means they 
remain always the Maſters ; the Source 
of their Inſtriftions never dries away, 
and as *tis not communicated but by pro- 
portion and meaſure, they never exhauſt 

| 112 the 
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that Fund of Knowledge, whence they 
draw continually both to ſatisfic the ex. 
pectation of others, and to Keep up their 
own reputation. 

There 1s one thing more that I would 
recommend to an ingenious Man, and 
that 1s, To be ſeen as ſeldom as may be; 
tor as his preſence diminiſhes the Eſteem 
one has of him, ſo his abſence and di- 
ſtance augments it. Fame every day en- 
creaſes Objects, and the Imagination goes. 
much beyond the Sight. 

We ought not then to be laviſh of our 
ſelves; we ought to make ourſelves expe- 
cted to be truly welcome. The defire a- 
ny one has for us, 1s commonly the mea- 
{ure of the Eſteem they have of us: Hap- 
pine{s 1s better taſted when it has been a 
long time expceted ; and the Pleaſure that 
coits one ſomething, 15 much more ardent- 
ly wuaht after, than that which 1s calle: 
fo the nice{t People find in Hunger a ſauce 
that all the ragouts could not give to their 
Victuals ; and *tis a refining of Epicariſm 
not to farisfie our ſenſes and Appetites but 
by hatves. 

A Man ſhould never make himſelf ta- 
miliar with the Vulgar, leaſt he loſe that 
Air of Diznity, which a Retreat and fer 

OUS 
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qus Life beſtows on thoſe that ſhew them- 
{ves but ſeldom : for preſence brings to 
lght thoſe Defects which abſence would 
conceal. The moſt pretious things loſe 
their worth as ſoon as they become com- 
mon, Thoſe great inclinations we have 
or Rarities are chang?d into ſcorn, when 
we find '*em to be had every-where; and 
the mind 1s much mdre delicate and diſfi- 
malt to ſatisfie than the ſenſes, which are 
outted with the moſt delicious and ex- 
quſite Viands, when they are made their 


laily food. 
Thus we may ſee the farther a learned 


Man is from us, the more we wiſh for his 


company ; the more he abſconds the more 
ve look after him : not that he ought 
bo render himſelf inacceſſible ; nothing 
but a mean Genius ought to be difficult to 
come at, being conſcious that his Merit 
would not bear too near a Scrutiny ; there 
$1n this a Medium thar conſiſts between 
i Haughtineſs that deſpiſes others, and a 
familiarity which makes ourſelves cheap. 

There are many other things might be 
kd upon this matter, and the more I en- 
leavour to meaſure the extent of *em, the 


kls I diſcover their bounds. Let us pro- 


ed then ſtep by ſtep: i us clear, if we 
N Ii 3 can, 


i'} 


» 
CEers 
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can, this confuſion of Jdzes, which pre 
ſent themſelves in crowds to the Mind 
and follow ſome ſort of Order, which may 
hinder us from fruitleſs wandering. 

The firſt thing, in my opinion, that ; 
Young Man ought to do, who has a mind 
to ſettle himſelf with Succeſs in the Worl: 
15, to know his Planet, for there is no bc 
dy but has one, and tis want of being 
acquainted with 1t, that an infinite num 
ber of People have not made their For 
tune as they might have done in thi 
World. 

How many men do we ſee in Favour 
who have not thought it pofhble the) 
fhould be known by Great men, yet the 
have been ſo by the effett of their Deſtiny! 
And as ſonn as they have made an entry 
and are ſetled in their Poſts, they neec 
bur ordinary Capacities to matntain 'em 
Thercfore we ought to ſearch with care 
our predominant Deſtiny. 

He that fails at the Court, perhaps,ma; 
{ucceed in the City : And, he that finds 
bimſelt the Jeſt of the Town, may ſet up 
tora Wit, and be admir'd in the Coun 
try. Ina word, No man is a Prophet 1 
his own Country, T1 
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'Tis neceſſary then to know how to 
ranſplant oneslelf. Many Great men 
tad never been known, if they had al- 
ways tarried in the place of their Birth, 
Some men muſt ſtand in a good Light, to 
ppear in their true luſtre, 

We ſee every day ſeveral perſons that 
would have been the Scandal of their Or- 
&r,if they had continued in tt, yet forſak- 
ng it, they have become the Honour of 
uother., | 

Men ſucceedoftentimes better inone con- 
lition than in another,altho? they have not 
abetter Gerizs for that which they have 
undertaken, than that which they leave. 
'Tis to nothing but their Fate that we 
wupht to attribute the Riſe or Fall of moſt 
Great perſons : Wherefore every one 
ought to look into his Lot,to content him- 
&lt with it, and follow it ; for, to think 


s, to have a mind to fail againſt Wind 
and Tide. 
The ſecond thing that 1s neceſſary for a 


and 11] Qualities ; for every thing in the 
World is mixt with Good and Evil. There 
6 no man but has ſomething good in him, 
which may become excellent, if it be- cul- 
ated, _ It 4 Such 


tb make ones Fortune by any other means, 


Young Man to do, is to know his good 
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| Such a one would have become a Great 
man, 1t he had known hus Strength, anc 
pertected his beſt Talents. But the moſt 
part force their Genizs, and loſe the Re- 
ward of their Courſe, becauſe they drive 
beyond the Poſts that ſhould bound their 


0 


Carcer. 
_ He ought alſo to know his predomi. 
nant Detect, for every body has one, 
which counterballances in a manner his 
excelling good Quality ; and if one takes 
a Reſolution to deſtroy it, one may infal- 
Iibly ſucceed. But one ought to take it 
1n-Z00d time, and to labour with a great 
deal of Courage and Perſeverance ; for 
*tis not a ſmall matter to deſtroy a Vice 
that 15 born, and has grown up with us. 

When a Young Man is arriv'd fo tar, 
1c ought not to think, that he mult pre- 
ſently enter upon upon the World, and 
embark in ſome Employ ; he muſt reflett 
upon it a long time ff ; he muſt conſider 
bis Abilities, provide himſelf of Patrons, 
and meaſure the height of the Under- 
taking he pretends to: He ought, i ] 
may be allow'd the expreſſion, to fee! 
the Pulſe of his Aﬀairs, and to wait a 100g 
time, if it be neceſſary; for it belongs 


only to Wiſe men never to precipitate, 


all 
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ind be impatient for any thing. He that 
never grieves, or puts himſelt in a Paſſh- 
0n, ſhews that he is an abſolute Maſter of 
himſelf; and when ance a Man is Maſter 


of himſelf, he is not long after of others 


allo. 

There is a certain term to bring great 
Deſigns to maturity ; thoſe that can ex- 
et it, are commonly paid with Ulury 
bo their Patience ; for, in many things 
Delay does more than Force. 

Precipitation ruins the beſt-laid Enter- 
ſizes; Whereas Patience ripens the moſt 
Uficult Deſigns, and renders the execu- 
tion of them eaſie. 

Not but that it becomes a Young Man, 
to tempt Fortune by ſome bold and 
couragious Action ; for, on the contrary, 
tis way ſeldom fails of Succeſs, and the 
Character of Attempting is almoſt a cer- 
tain Pledge or Security for the Succeſs 
dany Enterprize whatſoever. Nothing 
more reſembles Sottiſhneſs than Cowar- 
liſe ; whereas a little Bravery ſupplys ot- 
tentimes the want of Ability. 

We ought not then to be afraid fo 
much of the Merit of others, nor ſuffer 
any Idea we may have of it to give us 
ay diſturbance before *em ; for, how 
wt | k#::, | LO HO YER” much 
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much ſoever one is poſſeſs?d in Favour 5 
a,man of great Reputation, he ſhall not 
have a long time conversd withHim, he. 
fore he finds a great deal to be abated 0 
the exceſs of his Reputation ; and that 
every one has his Weakneſles, which level 
him with the Vulgar, as muchas he is re- 
moved from em by his Merit. 

A man that 1s upon the Riſe dazles us 
if we regard him at any diſtance ; but let 
us come near him, and his Perſonal De.MWir 
fects will immediately moderate the Fo-WS 
reign Gloſs that he but borrow*d fromWi! 
his Rank and Dignity. t 

Let us then beupon the guard, againſt Mz 
a Power that an Imagination too favoura-Wb 
bly byaſs'd uſurps over our Reaſon, It W4: 
no more becomes a learned man to be fear-Mn 
ful, than an ignorant to be bold. k 

We ought to know how to undertake Wv 
ſeaſonably : *tis not enough to begin, we Wn 
ought to Ate how to proceed in an Un-Wz: 
dertaking. There area great many Men ; 
who are only good to broach an Aﬀair, Wb 
but are abſolutely unfit to finiſh it : "Tis W!! 
from this Default that many great Batte!s 9 
have been gained without any great Ad- Wc 
vantages to the Conquerors, becauſe they Ws 
tarried behind to reap the Fruit of the Mi 
Victor Ys 
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Victory, when they {ſhould purſue the Ad- 

rantages. And *tis from the ſame Prin- 

caple that a Stateſman, in Publick Afairs, 

commits the ſame Soleci{ms, as a private 

Man does in thoſe of his Family. 

Tf a Man after having taken his Mea- 

ſures on all fides, happens to ſucceed in a- 

ny thing, let him take a great deal of 
care not to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome 

with the flattering Deſign,which Selt-love 
nſpires thofe with, who have too much 
datisfaction in any happy Succeſs : for- 
there 15 need of as much Moderation not 
to be corrupted by one's good Fortune, 
5 Patience not to be caſt down at the 
bad : Beſides, one ought to have the pow- 
rr to ſtop one's ſelf in the middle of one's 
molt favourable Enterprizes : The Tor- 
rent of Proſperity onght not to carry us a= 
way againſt our Wills. ?Tis often times 
neceſſary not to defire one?s Victory as far 
i one might : a wiſe Retreat 15 no.leſs 
prous than a couragious Attack ; 'tis 
y retiring from the World in good tine, 
that we can ſecure the Glory we have ac- 
quired in it ; and 'tis the Character of a 
COnfumated Merit, to be able to live in a 
Retreat with Honour, after having liv'd 


n the Publick with Luſtre. 
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See here, my Lord, 1n what manner it 
ſeems to me, that a young Man who 
would maintain an illuſtrious Figure in 
the World, ought to begin, proceed, and 
finiſh his AQtions. TIT am very well afly. 
red there are many other things might be 

{aid upon this Subject, but 1n the little ] 
| have writ upon this Occaſion, there is e- 
nough ro make me underſtood to one,that 
has had ſo much Experience as your Lord- 
ſhip, and whoſe Thoughts are ſo much 
elevated above thoſe of other Men. 


_—_— 
— _—. 
— i... 


Reflections upon what a Man ought 
to do to live Happy. 


Reflec?. 1. ? IS a great Advantage 
towards the Tranqui- 
tiry of Lite, to behold it through the molt 
agreeable part of it : A thing mult be ve- 
ry adverlſe indeed, that one cannot draw 
{ome profit from ; we grieve oftentimes, 
and give ourſelves abundance of trouble 
for ſomething that in a little time be- 
comes of it{celt eaſe to us. 
2. Satyr may. give us a great deal of 
pleaſure, whether we write it our ſelves 
| ol 


Reflections upon Happineſs, 1 4.1 
or. hear it from another ; but this plea- 
fre ſhould not inſpire us with a kind 
of Melancholy, that 1s to be ſeen 1n the 
Converſation of ſome People who are 
kriouſly concerned at the Follies or Ex- 
ravagancies of other Men ; who are not 
jeaſed with the Condition they find the 
World in, and do not confider difa- 
rreeable ObjeAts, but to be diſpleaſed 
with em. What good d1d it do Fera- 
ditus to ſigh and grieve? Did he by thoſe 
means reform the Abuſes of the Age? 
The wiſeſt ſide is to take care of one's ſelf, 
nd to leave to others the managing 
therr own Perſons : Has not every one e- 
wugh to do with his own Affairs? 

3. When a Man 6s in trouble, he oughr 
bo remember that he has had ſome fa- 
'ourable minutes, and impute to his-good 
fortune all his former happineſs ; in ſhort, 
ne 1s leſs Unhappy when one can charm 
e's Sorrows either by a remembrance, 
ir an hope of a Condition more Happy. 

4. The greateſt part of Mankind look 
on the Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures of 
. Withers, as Adulterers do upon other Mens 
wes,in deſpiſing thoſe they enjoy : Gan- 
{It a Man make uſe of Life with pleaſure 
5 M'ithout poſſeſſing all that may belong to 
7 1% 
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14.2 Reflections upon Happineſs, 
it ? Why ſhould we make a Neceſſity 6 
an hundred things without which we ma 
live content enough, providing we be by 
a little reaſonable. 

5. Although Ambition oppoſe this, ye 
we are more at quiet when we confide 
thoſe that are below us : {ſhe would hay 
us aſpire to the firſt Rank, and deſpiſ 
this petty ſort of 'Tranquillity ; bur had ſh 
any better recompenle to put 1n its place 

6. The meaſure of our Happineſs ough 
to be taken from that of our Paſſions : h 
that has the feweſt deſires, hopes, or {uct 
like other motions of the Mind, withou 
doubt will be the moſt content. 

7. There is nothing except the defir 
of Vertue, which ought to be limited, | 
one would live happy : For in fige, ho 
many Vertues are there incompatible 

How many Undertakings which are nc 
proper to all ſorts of People ? it ought ti 
ſuffice us that acquit ourſelves in the Em! 
ploy wherein we are, and there to boungF* 
all our Duty. 

8. That Man's truly miſerable wh 
goes to ſearch for Sorrows. 1n Futurity 
tis an Abiſs ſo profound that the proſpec 
from above is enough to fright one. T 
make ule of the preient good is a "oe ra 

ecret 
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&cret: but not that a Man ought-to be 
rrepar'd for the difterent Accidents of 
Life, This may ſhield us from the In- 
ſults of Fortune. No Misfortune can 
happen to us when one has a ſufficient 
Fund of Patience and Reaſon to over- 
come 1t. 

9. ?Tis very much to miſunderſtand 
cne's ſelf, to be troubled and frighted 
when one has done amiſs. A man muſt 
tavea great deal of Vanity, not to know 
bs Weakneſs. But if he knows it, at 
kaſt he may gain this Advantage by 
t, to remain 1n a calnr Condition after a- 
ty Frailty whatſoever. 

10, There 1s nothing more frights the 
World than Death, as if it were not a 
pſlage to a better Life. Live well, and 
tie thoughts of Death will but create in 
jou an exceſs of Joy. 

117. Let not your Soul, prevented by 
ay auſtere Maxims, : hinder you from 
Baking the innocent pleaſure of Life. 
There are ſome Men that build them- 
klves up a Merit, by refuſing the i{mallkeſt, 
and moſt natural Sweets that Heaven has 
en pleas?d to mingle with the Bitters of 
life, to render them ſupportable. 


I'2, J0- 


I 4.4 Reflections upon Happineſs, 
12. Solid Content proceeds from j 
good Conſcience ; without that, there iM- 
no Pleaſure which does not become un 
eaſie, for there 1s no body that receive 
more Satisfation or Uneaſineſs, than eithe 
to be 1n good or bad Circumſtances wit] 
himſelf. Now *tis the thought that w 
have performed our Duty, that makes 
be content at Home ; and on the othe 
hand, nothing gives us more Pain an 
Inquietude, than the mortifying Refle& 
ons we make on the 111 Diſpoſition of ou 
Hearts. | 

13. Happy is the Man who knows t 
make a right Judgment of what 1s trul 
Good, and truly Evil; . for there are 
thouſand falſe Scruples, that neverthele 
give us true Vexations : And therefore 
if we dehre to regulate them, we mul 
by no means reject the Natural Inſtin 
we have of all that is really Good. Th 
Quiet of thoſe Perſons who have lolt the! 
Conſcience, 1s a lamentable Lethargy 
that lcadsto Infallible Deſtruction. 
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Of Logick, by the ſame Hand, th 


F Nftead of a great number of Precepts, 
| of which the Logick. we learn atthe- 


lollege 1s wholly compos'd;and whichare 
br the moſt part, either Unprofitable, or 


50 Intricate ; it /feeris to me, that theſe 


bur oply may ſuffice to all thoſe, who 
ave a mid to conduct their Reaſon ſure- 
\ in their Search atrer Truth. 


1. We ought not to determine, That 2 


thing 15, Or 15 not, without having a 


leafon for 1t, that 15 explain'd in ſo ckar 


rms that may naturally convince the 
Mind. EW 

2, For far of ſuffering one's ſelf to be 
arry'd awzy by a Precipitancy of Mind, 
x Prejudice, to which we are fo obnoxi- 
Jus, we ought to examine all the terms in 
ihuct ain Rabfos 5 lazd down, dividing, 
ints as many parts as we can-: For it is 
vt »offi lei for us, having our Minds fo 
n:wd, to judge well of a thing, unleſs 
examine 1t peice-meal. % 

3. Moreover, we ought to ci{tabliſhan. 
der in all the Thoughts that a Subje&t 
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:46 Of Logick. 

is AIPd with. That which is the moſi 
ſimple,moſt general,and moſt eafie tobe un. 
derſtood, ought to precede that which i; 
moſt confusd ; becauſe there 1s nothin 
which is a greater help than this Order, 
to know if one be not deceiv*d in Reaſon- 
ing ; that is to lay, in making one thing 
tollow another. 

4. In fine, we ought to take a preat 
deal of care, to make ſo exattan Enume. 
ration, that we may be aſſur'd,that nothing 
is cmitted, If but one thing be forgot, 
*tis impoſſible there ſhoulk not be ſome 
deicct or other in what we propoſe. 


To comprehend in fewerWords theſc 
four Maxims, remember, 


x. Not to Judge of any thig which 15 
obſcure, or without Proof, 


& Divide the thing you are to judge 
of. 

}. Takecareto have a Method 1 you 
Thoughts, 


| 
4. That the Enumeration you nakef 
be eatire. 
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If the Multitude of Words; or the 
Number of Books. 


Cannot well explain my Thoughts 
upon this Subject, wirhout making 
"Wi: of this Queſtion, viz. Whether it b: not 
Wc, That thoſe who Divine, or -Con- 
'Wiure upon any private Aﬀairs, do not 
xak much more, and ſay many more 
Wings thari thoſe who know the Secret ? 
What is not daily ſaid about Aftairs of 
tewhen ?tis the Prince only that knows 
& Myſtery ? One word from his mouth 
ould explain better all the different 
ces of things, than all that the Po- 
_ cians commonly babble; RW 
"Wl Hence it ſeems to me, That a Man may 
ell think, that the more Books he ſees 
0n a Subject, the more he may conclude 


JW: know nothing of the Matter; Of e&- 


ry thing there is but one Truth to be 
own.z but for want of this Knowledge; 
Ke 15' a multitude of groundleſs Con- 
140vr6s; 
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Of Moral Philoſophy. 


Oral Philoſophy ought to endeavg 
to conduct us in the ſearch © 
Good, as Lozzck guides us 1n the ſearch c 
Truth. A 
So then, that of the College is not trul 
Mora! Philoſophy; tor *tis certainly tru 
thac it only propoſes ſome unprofitab| 
Queſtions , ,concerning the Idea thi 
one ought to-have of the Order of Thing 
that create our Happineſs, of the numb 
of our Paſſions, and. other Metaphylic: 
Points which ſerve for nothing elſe b 
Matter for a Diſpute. 


The true Moral Philoſophy ought t 
- teach us, by 


oP uy * "Ky --< - 


- 3x. - vx . p > 4 out a. my 


1. What it is truly to a& like realo! 
able Creatures, that is to ſay, wit! 
berty ; It theretore firſt treats of Humial 
Actions, that is to ſay, rational, or tree. 

2. After, having ſuppos'd, that "M 
thing but free Actions arc Goods 4 
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Of Moral Philojophy. 149 
Evil, it inquires what this Goodneſs, or 
rrilneſs of our Actions 1s ; or if there can 
te any indrfterent. 

1. For this reaſon as the goodneſs of our 
\fions depends upon their Rule,and their 
End, it inquires what 1s the certain Rule, 
and the certain End. 

. Then it teaches us, "That we has 
ot her Rule but the Law of God, which 
t conſiders tworways: I. As 1t1s written 
nthe Books of Moſes, &c. and the Goſpel, 
nterpreted according to the "26 of 
the Church. And, 2. In every Man's 
Conſcience. 

. As to what concerns the End, 
hows that it conſiſts not in Vertue Fo 
which the Pagans ſought after with fo 
peat a Paſſhon, but thar Tod only ought 
t be the Ob) &&; upon which all our Love 
semploy?d, of which it diſcovers to us the 
Poe Neceflity. 

6. Next, conſidering that the Paſſions 
ae a certain Obitacle to it, 1t does not fo 


much teach us to Know them, 42S how t> 
lame them. 


7. Infine, becauſe Men are obliged «| 


te Neceſſities of Lite, to live toget'; 
t ſpeaks of the Duties of Juſtice, © V/ wich 
WV Owe to one another, whatever Con 
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dition we are in. It ſeems to me, that 
if every one followed theſe Rutes in th 
Study of Morality, one might make 
much greater Progreſs, and find more 
Pleaſure, than in the inſipid Syſtems 9 
the Phyloſopiy of the Schools. 


—_— A a—_— 
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Maxims of Morality 


3 Eafon, which obliges us to be of 
tentimes irrefolute in our Judg 
ments, becauſe the greateſt part of Ob 
jects do not preſent themſelves to ow 

Minds with proof enough to make the 
well under{tood, obliges us not to be 
in our ACtions ; for being to live with 
one another, *tis neceſſary to chuſe at laſt 
Jome ſort of ConduQ, which we ſhould 
conſtantly. obſerve, till we can find a 

better. me Oe 

For in the ſame manner, as a Man who 
pulls down one Houſe to build up another, 
makes cloice,by way. of Proviſion,of lome 
place where to fand while he builds it ; 1v 
when a Man would examine with care 
his Thoughts, and reform his Soul from 
tn2 Prejudices it may have imbib'd, he 
OUGAE 
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gught to provide himſelf, after the ſame 
manner, of a Morality which may ſerve 


him for a Rule. This Morality may be 
reduc?d to four Maxims : 


the Country where one 1s born, and to 
follow 1n all things, the moſt moderate 
Opinions, without diſapproving, or con- 
demning any Perſon. | 

2. To be ſo conſtant in this Conduct, 
that one has choſen, as not to. have any 
regard to whatever may be aid, to put us 
out of conceit with it: Like in thus to 
Travellers, who finding themſelves in a 
Forreſt, ought not to wander this way, 
or that way,but go as directly as they can 
n the ſame path, and not to change 1t, 
tor 1dle Reaſons ; for at laſt they mult 
come to ſome end,wherein all probability, 
they will be better than in the middle of 
the Wood. 

3. To deliver themſelves from all thoſe 
Diſquiets, wluch are wont to move thoſe 
tceble and ſtaggering Spirits, which ſuffer 
themſelves to be turned inconſtantly by 
all ſorts of Examples ; For theſe Agita- 
ons, and theſe unprofitable, and con- 
1d Reflections amule the Mind ; art 
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take away from it all the for ce it ſhould 
have. 

4. Of all the kinds of Morality, we ought 
Ws to make ule of that which reaches 
us to vanquiih ourſelves, than that which 
1145 rio- other end, but to triumph vver 
Kortune, and to change our Deſires, with- 
out pretending to change any thing | In 
the Order of the World. I believe this 
was the Secret of thoſe Philoſophers, 
who, inſpxe of the Incommodiries of 
Life, were able to diſpute Happineſs with 
their Gods : But it is impoſſible ro cxpc- 
rience this Secret, unleſs one be throug]:- 
ly perſwaded, that there 1s nothing tru- 
ly 1n our Power, but our Thoughts, and 
our Defires. 

With theſe few Maxims one may ob- 
ſerve a regular Conduct, till one has torm- 
ed another from long Experience, 1f 1t be 

poſſible to find a better ; Lite being ſhort, 


od the occaſions of UNPrOVIng © it very 
Tart, 
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- To the Earl of Ormond 


'A LL Mcnhavea mind to be Happy. 
This Deſire leaves us not, during 
the courſe of our Lives;*tisa Truth where- 
in all the World are of one Opinion. 

But to render our ſelves Happy with 
leſs trouble, and to be 1o with Security, 
without fearing to be diſturb'd in one's 
Happineſs, we ought to act in ſucha man- 
ner, My Lord, that others may be ſo 
with us; for, if one pretends to take care 
only of himſelf, he will ind continual Op- 
poſitions ; And when we will not be hap- 
py, but upon condition, that others may be 
lo likewiſe, all Obſtacles are removed, 
and all the World agrees with ns. 

"Tis this management of Happineſs 


for our ſelves and others, which we ought 


to call Honeſty,and which properly ſpeak- 
ng 15 nothing-but Selt-love well manag'd. 

Honeſty ought then to be conlider?d, 
as the defire of being Happy, but after a 
manner, that others may beſo too. Let 
us look into, let us examine all Ver- 
wous Actions, and we {hall find they h- 

| " 
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all of this Nature, and that they all moye 
upon the ſame Principle. 

To poſſeſs this Honeſty in the higheſt 
Degree, we ought to have a ſound Un- 
derſtanding, and our Hearts honeſt, and 
both to agree together, 

By the power of our Underſtanding,we 
know what 1s molt Juſt,and moſt Reaſon- 
able to ſay and do; and by the Honeſty of 
the Heart, we never fail to be willing to 
do, and fay the ſame. 

Whena Man has but one of theſe two, 
he cannot pretend to compleat Honeſty ; 
tor the power of the former does vainly 
comprehend Reaſon and Juſtice ; if the 
integrity of the Heart ben't on its ſide, no- 
thing 1s executed, nothing 15 done. And in 
like manner, if the integrity of the Heart 
be alone, and the Aſſiſtance of the, Soul be 
wanting to guide it; 1t will blindly tcell 
out its way,without ever knowing exactly 
the road 1t ought to take. 

Theſe two things are Eſſential to make 
an honeſt Man; and ſince *tis {co 5 4 
matter to ſee them ſeparately, how 5-1 
ought it ro be more rare, to fee tt: 
rogether?* But My Lord, when *'-./ 
meet 1n the ſame Perſon, What Great:-: 
do they nat ſhow, what Juſtice, vi! 

©. Charms; 
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Charms, and what Reaſon? A Man of 
this CharaGter compleats equally all his 
Duties, however extended, or different 
they may be. 

He is a good Subject, a good Father, a 

ood Friend, a good Citizen, a good Ma- 

iter : He is Indulgent, Humane, Aſſhiſt- 
ing, Charitable, and Senſible of the Mif- 
fortunes of another. | 

He 1s Circumſpect, he is Modeſt, he 
doth not a& the Man of Cenſute, or 
Pride ; he takes notice of another”s Faults, 
but never talks of them, nor does ſeem 
to have ſeen them. 

He is not in the leaſt intereſsd, bur, as 
he knows the Necellities of Lite ; his Con- 
dutt is always regulated, and he never 


lves1n Diſorder. 

He is not moy?d, but by true Merit. 
That which is calPd Grandeur, Authort- 
ty, Fortune, Riches; all thele do not en- 
chant him, and ?tis this which Innders 
lun from taking ſometimes the way to 
ns. 

Although he be agreeable, and of good 
Converſe, yet he 1s enough retir'd, and 


loves not a Crowd: So we may fee 


he ſeldom endeavours to ſhow himſelf up- 
6a the Theatre of the Werld : but it his 
Di:  Buth 


x56 A Letter, 


Birth or Fortune are pleas'd to place him 
there, as he has a vaſt Wit, as he is pro- 
digionſly. Apprehenfive, Penetrating, Ex- 
pert, and what not, he performs his Part 
exceedingly well. 

The honeſt Man makesa great account 
of Wit, but yet he makes a greater of 
Reaſon. He loves Truth inal! things ; le 
would willingly know all things, but is 
not vext, .it he knows nothing. He takes 
care of all, examines all, knows the 
Worth, Force, and Weakneſs of all. He 
eltcems nothing, but according to its true 
Value. The niceſt Errors and Dilap- 
 polntments do not impoſe upon him, nor 
make any Impreihon upon his Mz. 

The honeſt Man, in ſhort, ſays no- 
thing, and does nothing, which 15 not A- 
greeable, Juſt, Reaſonable, and which 
does not lead tothe making all Men Hap- 


bis then evident, My Lord, That to 
make the World Happy, *tis neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh Honeſty in it. But to bring 
this about, *twould not ſuffice to know 1n 
what Condition it 1s at preſent 1n ; tis 
neceflary, alſo, to know how it ought 
to be, and how it would bein effe, it 
all Men were Reaſonable, . Ia 
" s 
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[n the preſent Eftate of the World, every 
thing is almoſt out of Order ; Honeſty has 
no place in it, and honeſt Men live 1n it, 
as it were a ſtrange Country. 
The Re-eſtabiſhment of Honeſty a- 
mong{t Men, would be eaſie for Kings ; 
and to accompliſh this great Work, they 


prefer good Men, and puniſh the bad. 
It all Men were reaſonable, there 
would be nothing among us, but our Na- 


tural Tnfirmities, as Sickneſs,Old Age, and 
Death. 


thers, as Prevention, Madneſs,  Ambi- 
on, Perfidiouſneſs, Ignorance, and the 
Contempt of Knowledge. 


attracts the eyes and eſteem of all Men, 


RO. :- 2 
*Tis very juſt that the Merits of War 
ſhould be -conſfider'd ; the Fatigues , 


Wounds, and Death itſelf, to which the 
Brave are ſo often expos'd, ought yet to 


de more taken notice of then they are : 
Nevertheleſs, if one compares the He- 
| Nnours 


would have nothing elſe to do, but to- 


Nevertheleſs, we have a thouſand o- 


There 15 nothing ell ein the World that _ 


but great Birth, and the Glory of War; 
all other Deſexts, if 1 may ſpeak ſo, are 
{4d and languithing, and not taken no- 


t$3 Matims for the uſe of Life. 
tours that are beſtowed upon %em, with 
thoſe of Perſons. dignify*d in other Arts, 
we ſhall find that they are enough re- 
warded. 'There is this unhappineſs in the 
Merit of the Mind, that few People un- 
derſtand it, and that even in this ſmall 
number there are ſome who have no great 
_ eſteem for it. | 

It is not the ſame with Riches ; all the 
World eſteems them, the Poor as well as 
theRich : The other Giits of Fortune have 
the ſame advantages ; the Men of the 
loweſt birth aim at Greatneſs, and do 
what they can to raiſe themſelves; &c. 
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Maxims for the Uſe of Life. 


E N never commend freely, and 

without intereſt : Some advant- 
age muſkcome to *em, or it muſt coſt him 
ſomething conſiderable that has a mind 
to be well praisd. 

Thoſe that ate of high Birth are conti- 
 nually reſpeQed, their name alone 1s a 
great Elogy ; there is not a greater Pri- 
viledge amongſt Men, 

Fae 


Maxims for the uſe of Life. I 5g 
The Conditions of the moſt Unfortu- 


nate are the moſt deſpiſed ; their Miſeries 
alone are not enough, but thete muſt be 


added to*em Shame and Scorn ; Men are 


1n truth very cruel, 

One moſt never ſay, Citizen, Coun- 
try Boor, and ſuch like. All theſe names 
are mjurious, and words of contempt ; 
one muſt endeavour to avoid *em , for 


they do but create malice amongſt Men ? 


but we muſt preſerve the names of Knave, 
Traytor, Ungrateful Fellow, and others 
of ſuch nature, on purpoſe to calt a ſhame 
on thoſe that deſerve if. 

We ought not to deſpiſe thoſe that are 
In want, but rather on the contrary give 
em ſome marks of our Efteem : And as 
Contempt is, t may be, one of the | Ho 
ett misfortunes of Poverty, we may 


caring,without affeQation,that we do not 
eſteem *em leſs, however unhappy ghey be. 
One mult be affable and courteous to 
ome's Domeſticks, and by this behaviour 
comfort ?em i thexwr conditions. T's the 
work of Fortu'1s that they are ſo low, and 
that we arc 210ve ?em., | 
We miſt ror be rigorous in what regards 


Wr 0912 intergit;: Nothing becomesa Man 


better 


weet- 
en in ſome manner their troubles, by de- 
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160 Mazims for tbe uſe of Life. 
betterthantoreleaſea little ofhispriviledpe, 
One mult avoid great Play, *tis a Diver. 
tiſement too dangerous ; Anger, Heat and 
Quarrels accompany 1t always 3 it pro- 
cures a Man often times bad mights,and at 
long run it perpetually incommodes him : 
Nor is this all, he mutt be always upon his 
gard, leſt he be cheated, and tis but an 
uneaſie condition to be always-as in an 
Enemy's Country. 4p” 
A Man ought not to have any thing re- 
markable or too gay in his -Habit, Dir 
courſe, or Manners : It {gems to me that: 


the modeſt Air becomes. one better than 


that which they call the Be-#r ; *tis good 


to have in one's Countenance fomething 


great, that procures both Eſteem and 
Reſpect; butthe Courtcous, and Honelt 
Air does nat create leſs good Efects ;, 'tis 
from thence that we make our ſelves: bex 
lov'd : For the fierce Air that is ſo muci} 
eſteem, in my Opinion, 1s only proper 

tor War, TT 
We ovght to learn nos toidiſquiet our 
ſelves, and to ſtudy well this Leſfon, _ 
The Court, it I may ſay fo, is an kp:- 
vome of the whole Kingdom ; whatever 13 
molt Exquiſite and Pure, 1s there Mci 
with: The manner of ſpeaking, th 
Modes: 


- 


TOY 


Mazims for tbe uſe of Life; 16 1 
. Wit Modes, the Air, and the Cuſtoms are 
. MWiicre excellent.” The greateſt part of theſs 
1 Mibings are,not learnt, but by the Succeſs, 
. Ms Phyſfick is.not well. underſtood, bur by 
t Mxperience : However, it ſeems to me, that 4 


- Wone OU ht to endeavour 40 know rhem by 
; MWikcir Cauſes, which would be the beſt and 
+ Wireſt way. And tothisend, we ought to. 
1 {Mow the nature of thole things which 
leaſe,and be skilPd in the Hearts of Men, 
M0 There is no other Study, but how. to 4 
© Whikaſe in the Courts. of Princes, becauſe 1} 
t Mihere a Man makes his F ortune by-Ten- 
[) 
al 


{ 


dring himſelf agreeable. . Hence it comes, 

thar Courtiggs are {o Poliſhtz- On the con« 
a {oary, in Towns and, Republicks where 
3M Men manage thar Afairs:by Labour, the 
3 MWthe laſt of their Cares is to Pleaſe, and 'ris 
- Mihat which renders them {o Clowniſh.. 
Md That which we call the £45# in a Figu- 
1M fative Sence, 1s a very rare thing, and is 
MI found bur ia very few People, One can 
| Wfarce learn it, or teach it, but it fhuſt be 
born with us, Exquiſite Knowledge ſeems 

to be above it, -and carries a greater Lati- 
tide ; but in truth, for the Commerce of 
the World, and moſt affairs of Life, a 
true Judgment equals its Worth, and poſ- 
ſelles its place, When we have got this 


L1 Advantage 
j þ 


1643 Mazimis for the uſe of Liſe. 
Advantage, we onght not to'deſpife thoſe 
which have it not. Fs. Doane 
* To be agreeable, and goon Company 
a Man ought tothink diſcreetly, and rea 
dily upon al that is faid in Converfation 
and'this cannot 'be, if one has not an ex 
celtent Wir,-q great deal of Memory, and 
an Imagination futable. One onght alfe 
to 'be Maſter of one's Language, by know: 
ing all the Niceties, ' Beautits, and Delica: 
|» oa wrae 
We ought to ſitit- ourſelves to the Ca: 
patities of thoſe we converſe with, and 
to'take in ſome manner, the Heighth, anc 
the Depree of their Wit. We ought tc 
"fake a great'deal of care not to affect the 
Vanity to be:'the head of the Company, 
One makes lumſelf morcagreeable, when 
one: hears willingly, and withont Jealou- 
fic.; and ſuffers others torhave' Wit as well 
as himſelf, GD To Y 


% 


TE] is no Subject fo birren, upon 


which there 'may not be ſomething well 
faid-; but even when the 'Subje& affords 
-nothing, -a Man of ſenſethas always in Re- 
ſerve; ſome agreeable manner of ſpeaking, 
of which he 'is an-abfolute Maſter, and 
-which cannever tail him : Apt Words arc 
tare; -and depend upon 'T'ume and Chance. 
al” mented Narratives 


Maxis for FR aſe 0 or FLife I 6 vi 


- Narratives and! Stories: % not always 
iced ; we ought not to make uſe of then 
often ;| but when we find ourſelves Shiga 

4 in thetn; we-muſt take careithat t ey 
p not long; and that there þec always 
omething particular and diverting; to fur- 
prize the Company. ' One muſt avoid Re- 


we know already, and .we can Teup! ng 
nore benefit -by, 
" Things'that are New, Grear; Univerſal, 


fe Curious ;' becauſe the deſpiſe thoſe 
tiings thatame lunited, and'of finallconſe-' 


fkected with Grandeur. 


ind a. g00d Taſt is not tg be found there. 
The ſame Reaſon eccaſions alſo, that 
Figures drawn from War, - Hunting, and 


from mean Profeſſions ; of which the 
World makes but ſmall account. 


——_— FI IT. = DEE.” 
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etitions. We cire not to hear what . 


ind thoſe which-have the Air: of great Pets 
ons, are always pleaſing, -becauſe Men 


quence, and ate commonly very ouch 


'Tis forithis Reaſon, that what cortits 
fom the Country, from little Towns, and- 
private Quarters; is biat indifferently recety- 
1 Weareapt to imagine, that Politenels; 


the: Sea,” ate ſo: well reteiv'd: and that. 
we cannot endure thoſe: that are taken 
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- One muſt not expect, that Convyerfa 

tions ſhould be always equal; they depend 
Chance, as well as other things, 

'A Man can't become -Learn'd, or A 
greeable, if he does not.; love. Reading ; 
without it. the beſt natural Parts are com 

monly dry and barren. - - 

He ought to behave himſelf fo, that 
in his Actions, Diſcour ſe, and Manners 
there may be always a certain Alr 0 
Pphtenets,, that never forſakes' him : No- 
thing is more ſhameful than to be Ig- 
NOrant, 

Politeneſs is a mixture of Diſcretion, 
Civility , Complaiſance , ' and Circum- 
fpeCtion ; accompanied with an agreeable 
Air ſcatter'd throughout, whatever one 
tays, or does. And as ſo many things 
are. , Edentially necetlary £0. acquire this 
Polizenels, it is No wonder if xt 1s Un- 
CONMon. 


rally more Pate or that to pier them, 
the Spirit raiſes, and embellithes itſelf; 


'tis principally from them, that tlus- Po- 
liteneſs is learnt. | 


f 
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Letter to Munſreur Juſtel: 
By Mr. Savage. 


Am over-joy*d to ſee you in England. 
The Converſation of a Man ſo Know- 
08, and ſo Curious as you; will give me 
1 great deal of Satisfattion. -- But per- 
nit me to difapprove of the Reſolution 
jou have taken to quit France, 1o long as 
[ ſee you maintain for. her ſo tender, 
nd fo loving a Memory. When I ſee 
jou doleful and deſolate on' the ſhoar of 


—_— 


ne in mind of the poor T/raelsres bewail- 
ng their Fer«/a/em yponthe Banks of Eu- 
wretes, Either live happy in Ezg/ard, 
n an entire Liberty of Cenſcience, or 
xcommodate your ſelf to the Catholick 
Religion 1n your own Country, to enjoy 
the advantages you thirlt after, & 


Is it poſſible, that 2 Ornaments, 
Ceremonies, and other ſuch like things, 


upon which you eſtabliſh ſo many Ul! 
grounded Diſputations, and which you 
make ſo unreaſonably the Subjeft of Se- 


Nations, and be the cauſe of ſo many 
LI 3 great 


wr Thames willing for Pars ; you put 


paration ; {ſhould trouble the Quiet of 


'F 
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great Misfortunes which happen to Men 

{ confeſs, *tis a good thing, to ſearc 
God in Spirit and 'Trurth.; -'Phis firſt EC: 
lence, this loveraign Intelligence deſerve: 
our moſt purifi*d Speculations. But whe 
we have a'mind to diſengage our 'Soy 
from all 'c@mmerce with, our ,Senſe, arc 
we aſlur'd,. that an abſtfated Know 
ledge 1s not loſt 1n wandring Thoughts 
anc does; not create more Extravagan 
cies than. it diſcovers Truths? Whence 
think -you , . comes the Abſurdity of { 
many Sets Icatter'd thrgugh the World 
but trom,deep, Meditations, where the 
Mund, as .it. were: in a Dream , meets 


with nothing .but its own. proper Fan 
Cites ? Fad rovit aedlts 


+ Forget Sir, this melancholy Diſguſtyo 
have to onr Images... Images ſtop in : 
manner, this Spirit fo. difficult to be fix 
ed. Moreover, there-15nothingrnore na 
tural to Man than-Imuiation;; -and of all 
Imitations,; there {15 nothing {o' lawful a 
thar of a Ficture, which: gepreſents to. U 
caly what we ought to Worſhip, | 


'f'he Idea of vertnous Pepfons creates in 
15 a love. of. Vertue 3 and/produces a juil 
d-lire to attain that PerfeQton which they 
have arrived to. £25 $15 20g il 
| EE WD There 
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There are; Emulations, of: Holineſs, a4 
well as Tralouſies of. Glory: ; and if. the 
pture of. Alexander animated the. : Am» 
bticion of Ceſar to a Conquelt of tle 
World, the Image of, ou Saints may well 
excite 1n, us. the ardgur ofjxheir Zeal, and 
inſpire us with that happy Violence whieh 
raviſhes Heayen. -.,-, 
[allow,yowthatthe. Old Teſtament did 
not permit! us.to formany: thing that look- 
cd like. the reſemblance; of. God. -,Fhis 
Gol painted, himſelf jn, 1 the great, Work 
of the Uniyerſe. . The Heayens, theSun, 
the Stars, IN Hemens were the | Images 
of :his 1 nfityand P 2oWer, he: _— 
derful.O hg of 'Nature,expreft his Wit 
dom fo. us... Our 7 $621 which would 
know all, finds in her ſelf a kirtd of Ideaiof 
this Ink ire Being - and this was all that 
could be.gur'd wy 'a.60d, who dil n&'6- 
therwaſe « t{cover himſelf to Men, but- by 
lys ? 'orks... ark } VCR 
But 1t 15 0t ahiss 3 in the N ew Alliance. 
Since that.3 God 13 become Man tor our 
Salvation, we may well make toous:ſelves 
lmagesgy him, ro Gar-us up to. the knows 
ledge of: his Goodneſs and Love: [And. jn 
£ _ thoſe are condemn'd as | Hers- 
ficks that. deny'd his Humanity, 1s riot 
L k. it 
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ir a {ſtrange Abſurdity to call-us Tdolater: 

for loving to ſee 1t repreſented ' ?. You arc 
commanded to think always'"of his Paſl 
fion, to meditate always upon his Suffer 
ferings,: and it yet is made a crime tn us, to 
have Figures that ſhould ſupport the Re- 
membrance of theft, 

They would have the Image of his 
Death alway ; preſented | to qQur Souls, 
bur wort allow of any before our Eyes. 

"Your Averfjor-for the Ornaments of 
our Prieſts has rig/ better Foundation. Do 
fot you know;* Sit} that. God took the 
__ himſelf, ts ordain eveir the Fringe 

of the” Habit "of the: High: Prieft ? And 
door nd that our'Pontificat Hahits arc 


very diferent from thoſe under the Jew- 
if}+ Occonomy F219 


Mofick, than to conderin oor Fmages. 
You-ought ro have remembred, Sir, that 
David recommended nothin Fs nenter 
tothe Ir alites,” than to ſ{ing* the Prailes 
of the Lord, with-al forts of Inftrtmments. 

: The Muſick of our” Churches exalts the 
Soul; purifies the Spittt, inſpires the Heart, 
and veCtihies, - -Or- augments the' Devotion, 


When a Miſtery, or a Miracle is treated 
oF: you Wang nothing bur' Senſe and 


Rea! ON. 


Ay— . 


You are got fs forward todeny us oun. 


v1 
A 
o 
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Reaſon, Tn Natural things, wluch lead 

tw Purity, Senſe and Reaſon are your E- 

nemies, There You oye all-to Nature, 
1 


here to Grace ;' there-one can alledge no- 
thing ſupernatural but you laugh at it : 
Here one ſays nothing of Humane to you, 
but you think it Prophane, and Impious. 
.Ontrariet1es have laſted but. too long. 
Agrec. with us about the lawful eſtabliſht 
Cuſtoms, and we will write with you a- 
painſt the Abuſes thathave beenintroduc'd. 
As. to the Dod&rine of our Church, 
touching the real Preſence of. the Body of 
Telus Chriſt, in the Sacrament. of our Al 


tar, you have no more reaſon to diſpute 


It, 'You -fay, that it. 1s difficult to agree 
with us about a Body withont Figure and 
Exrenſion ; Bur is it. more eafie for us to a- 
Sree with you abour your Spiritual eating 
I? After this manner, who eats really 
tne Subſtance” of this ſame Body. The 
Ufficulty of ' comprehending the Miſtery, 
's it leſs great Qn your fide? And is not a 
Miracle as neceffary to your Opinion, as 
—_—. Dn, . 

$0 that, if in ſpite of all this, the loye 
of a Separation {till poſſeſſes, you, and 


that yau cannot diſengage your ſelf from 


the. prejudice of your Septimeggs; do not 
FTA 5 Hh com- 


his Diſcourſe, or Writings, taxes the Ca- 


. fornid in our firſt Impreſſions ; the 10- 
. clination one has for ancient Cuſtoms; the 
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complain of that which 1s taken from 
you as an Injuftice, but rather be rhank- 
tul for that which gou have left as a Grace. 
Melancholly | Muttering,.. and Oppoſi- 
tion, will rather hurt than ſerve you. 
Whereas a ConduQ more reſpettful 
and an Intereft more diſcreetly manag'd, 
than violently. maintain'd, might hinder 
the deſign of your Ruine, if it were 
thought on. ' Fi fa ee 

', One of the chiefeſt points of Diſcretion, 
and theofteneſt recommended, js to reſpeR 
in all Countries the Religion of the Prince. 
'To condemn the Belief of the Soveraign, 
is to condemn. the” Soveraign himſelf at 


the ſame time. , A Proteſtant, who in 
tholick :Religion of Idolatry, accuſes the 
King by a neceffary Conſequence to be 
an 1dolater ; and makes an aſſault upon 
him in his own Dominions ; which the 
Emperours of Rome would neyer fut- 
i know' well, that T'exhort you to no 
purpoſe;in the humour you are at preſent. 
A Sentiment as it were.natural, which 1s 


dificutry thiar one ſufters, co quit a Bc: 
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lief oge has beet bora! in,/ to embrace a+ 


nother which one, has: always oppos'dz 
a delicacy; of Scruple, a: fafſe. opinion of 
Conſtancys 4rt bonds which will not eaſt- 
ly be, broken... 'Bur then 'at -Jeaſt;leave' to 
your "Children the liberty of chuling 
that which your long Engagements will 
not ſuffer you to do, mY 


'You compltam of the” Edict, that-ob- 


Iiges them-to :chooſe a Religion at {e- 
ven years old; Now this 15 the great- 
eſt favour -could have been'done them ; 
by that they.:are-reftor\d:to ther Cakn- 
try whichiyou robb'd: them 'of ; If Te- 
turns them-.into the Boſom of the:Com- 
mon-wealth, whence you, drag'd them; 


It-makes them capable of Honours ang 


Dignities;: that you had excluded them 
Ranks, >: ad bt bag on tome 

Do not;ehvy them Str, thoſe Advary 
tages that'you. will not; benefit Dy ; 'and 
*keeping.ygur. Opinions:;and Misfortunes 
to your ſelf, remit the care of their-Re- 
 ligion to-Divine Providerice, which ſhews 
xlelf {o-vajble in {uch a conduct. - 1:7 4; 
. - Whereis the Father who does not: ui 
pire the Zeal of his Party; as well as his 
Religion, into his Children? And what 


CS 


foes any; one know? what, may 9 | 
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from this Zeal? 'whether it will proceed to 
Fury of Piety'? if it will produce Crimes 
or Vertues ? 'In this Uncertainty, Sir, re- 
mit all things to the diſpoſition of a Law, 
which has no other end, then the Publick 


Good, and the particular Intereſt of your 


P_—_ _ >. A 
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A Letter to Monſieur thi Count de C, 
| By the fame Hand. - 
| A S I inteteft -my ſelf infinitely in all 
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{A that concetns' you, the particu- 
ars of your gallant Attions' have created 


in:me a 4incere 'pleaſure;”.-Perſons that” 


have been perfectly acquainted with *em, 
have taken the pains to ſend me an ac- 
count of em ; and Iſhould be ready to 
complain to you, for concealing them as a 
Secret, if I did not fear to diſturb a Joy 


ſo: great as yours , by reproaches of 


Friendſhip. 


_ How truly Glorions are you, Sir, after 


having ſo often given'proobs of your Vi- 
Jour againſt the /Enemues' of the State, to 


have vanquiſtd; amidſt the: Delights of 
rhe- City, the moſt- mercileſs Creature, 
in the World, and who had defy?d all M 
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Farth ? I know that charming Perſon in 


whom Beauty, Wit, and Manners ſeem 
to diſpute which ſhall gain her the great« 
eſt Eſteem : lovely, delicious, and now, 
for you only. becomes a Lover, In truth, 
fir, I enter into thoſe very. Tranſports 
which have made you forgetall the World, 
to umprint 1n your Soul only the Idea of a 
Perſon -fo accompliſht : I pardon your a- 
bandoning yourſeli wholly to her ; and I 
conceive 1t is difficult for you to have an 
Kindneſs left for Madam de £. -who is 10 
much below her in Charms of Body. | 
But at length, Sir, your forgetting and 
abandoninggexcuſable in the beginnings of 
ſo great a Fortune, would be {o no longer 
if they ſhould laſt always :- You know that 
Madam 'de L. has a Merit very. much 


ditinguiſht : you know all that you owe” 


her. She loves you as much as ever any 


lov'd : Ought not her Love then to take 


place of -Beauty ? And this Acknowledg- 


ment, with which you were {ſmitten {o_ 


much heretofore,. does it not oblige you 
to ſome manner of Return? _. 

-. For my: pait, I confeſs to you, that the 
Deſcription ſhe- makes of your Inſenſibilt- 


ty, and of her: Griefs, is fo lively a nd 
touching in the Letter ſhe writ to me up- 


ON 
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on this Subje&, that T cannot avoid en. 
tring:into her Intereſts : Suffer then, Sir, I 
beleech you, my Remonſtrances ; you owe 
this to our Friendſhip, and-I owe them to 
the Confidence'that an Unhappy Lady 
has repos'd in me. ft 
.--I do not mean here that you ſhould for. 
{ake in favour'of her, rhis Beauty tlat ſo 
bewitches you :- you have'nothing more 
to do than to:give yourſeit the trouble-to 
deceive Madam'L; 'You-wvilldo it eafily 
becauſe ſhe'll affiſt you herſelf: And T be- 
l:eve you will not pretend to foſqueamiſha 
conicience astomake a ſeruple of it. 
* You are not' ignorant that: your new 
jove will: be 'mixt with-ſorne Contuſions 
and Coldnefles :. you may allow thoſe In- 
rervals to Madam L. and-1he?ll be con- 
rent with *em; and you may. make ule of 
ter to re-inflame the fires of. tother, that 
unlucky Accidents -or 'a' nieer Ceflation 
may extinguiſh. A} VINE | 
- Yet once/more, Sir, -do'not deſpiſc a 
Woman that .a great many-others would 
be glad of : permit her to think that ſhe 
has yet ſome place in your breaſt. 'At- 
brades did not diſdain to-eat courſe Bread 
and black. Porridge with the! Lacedemon!- 
435, after he had raſted theDelights of 4+ 


F Es 
Frfiil, 


A Lerter, 175 


they; he catne out of the arms of the 


ovely Aſpaſia, the moſt charming Crea- . 


ture of all Greece, where he enjoyed all 
the Spirit and Delicacy of aztender Love, 

and yet ſubmitted himſelf to the Em- 
braces of the Queen of Sparta, whoſe Man- 
ners were fulſom, and who was very far 
from having the Charms of Apaſia. 

See here, Sir, 'an Example to follow ; 
conſider alfo with a little -aftention, the 
Character of Alcibiades , and you may 
ind it throughout to have much reſem- 
blance with yours ; which T preſume will 
not be thought diſadvantageous. ; 


———_— —— 
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A Letter to Madam DD. D. B. c: | 


By the ſame Hand. 


” 


you'vea mind to become a Religious: 
thank God for it with all my heart ; ha- 


ving more. need. in Your Cony cr{ation of 


the Purity of Sentiments, you are about 
to bave, then fthoſe; vo may / beinſ] pired 
with from rhe Corkrfar tion of Men.. 


1 conjure » you, then in the name. of | 
cete Devotion! q 
and 5 


Heaven, to te vp 4a} 


AR) what 1 underſtgnd, Madam, 
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and to render it ſuch as it ought to be, take 
care to avoid the Defefts which that of 0. 
ther People is ſo often accompanied with, 

There arg'Jome Men who think they 
have the ardGur of a lively Zeal, There 
are ſome who enjoy themlelves in a good 
and ſolid Piety. There are others who 
could be able to die for God, through the 
Sentuments of a couragious Faith. But 
in truth there are very few who can-live 
according to the Laws of the Goſpel aud 
Religion. hr toite 5 I 
| You may expect all from their Heat, 
where there is occaſion to employ at :. but 
you muſt hope almoſt nothing trom %m 
where there is need ofConſtancy and Dil- 
cretion. » 

Let us fee how they behave themſelves 
in things which God requires from their 
Submiſſion ; and when they.ſhow a Rule 
in their Manners, a Modeſty jn their Coo- i Þ' 
verſation, « Phtience in Tnjuries, then will I 
I be convined of their Devotion by then Ml « 
Condud. ©. LN og f 

Govern yourſelf, Madam, by the Er-I | 
rors of others ; and having mind to give If 
yourſelf to God, let that Izis enter ito I £« 
your Devotion which you Iove, than that i © 
- Which pleaſes bim. If you do not take 


Care 
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care 1n this, your heart may bear its in- 
clinations to him without receiving the 
impreſſions of his Grace, and you will be 
altogether your own, when you think you 
are altog2ther his. 

Not but that there may be an holy and 
happy Agreement between his will and 
yours : you may love what he loves ; you 
may defire what he delires : but we do 
commonly by a pleaſing and ſecret Im- 
preſſion, that which we deſire of our- 
ſelves ; and *tis this which ought to ren- 
der us more attentive and inclin'd to do 
nothing but by a conſideration of what he 
enjoy1ns, 


{on ſubject yourſelf wholly to the Con- 
duct of thoſe Direters, who make uſe 
in their Maxims of a certain Spiritual 
hiceneſs which you do not underſtand, nor 
perhaps they themſelves. The Will of 
God 1s not ſo conceaPd but 1t may bz 
diſcover'd by thoſe who have a mind to 
follow it ; and generally ſpeaking you'll 
have leſs need of Inſpiration than Submil(- 
fion.. Thoſe things which have relation 
to your deſires, are caſily underi{tood, and 
alily follow'd : Thoſe which encounter 
your inclinations explain themſelves e- 

M m nough; 


You need not "nevertheleſs for this rea- 
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nough ; but Nature reſiſts, and an indo. 
' cible Soul defends its ſelf from their Im. 
preſſion. I ſhould defire then, Madam, 
ewo things of you, in the Devotion you 
are about to engage your ſelf in: the firſt 
15, That you would take care not to raiſe 
your Heart to God , becauſe you be- 
lieve it more proper for the Paſſions of 
Men. 'The ſecond 1s, That you would not 
diſguiſe your Animoſities. under an ap.- 
pearance of Zeal, .or proſecute thoſe you 
wiſh ill to, under a falſe pretence of Pie. 


> 
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A Relation of a Diſpute between the 
Mareſchal of Hocquincourt, and 
Father Canaye, a Feſuite, By 
M. D. 5. E. 


' A $S I din'd tother day, with the Mc 
reſchal a Hocquintoure, Father Ca- 


naye, Who din'd there alſo, ter fall the 
Diſcourſe inſenſibly, upon the Submiſhon 
of the Spirit that Religion requires of 
us; and having related to us many new 


Miracles, and ſome modern dr" ' 
he 
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he concluded, that we ought to avoid 
more than the Plague, thoſe head-ſtrong 
Spirits, who would examine all things by 
Reaſon. 

To whom do you talk of head-ftrong 
Spirits, ſays the Mare/chal/? And who has 
known them better than me? Bardoaville 
and St, Thibal were the beſt of my 
Friends; *twas they that engag*d me on 
the fide of Monſieur / Comte, againſt 
Cardinal Rzcheliea. If T were acquainted 
with many more of theſe head-ſtrong 
Wits, would write aBook of all they have 
ſaid. Bardowville being dead, and St. Thi- 
bal retir'd into Holland, T entertairrd a 
Friendſhip with Lafrete, and Sauve Beaf ; 
theſe were not head-ſtrong Wits, but 
brave Men. Lafrete was a gallant Man, 
and my very good Friend, and I think 
that IT have Calficiently reſtifnd my ſelf to 
have been his, in the Diſtemper that he 
dy'd of. Ifaw himdieof a ſmall Feaver, 
which would have ſcarce killed a Wo- 
man; and was enrag'd to ſee Lafrere, that 
Lafrete who fought Boutevilie, go out, 
heither better nor wotſe ; than a Fars 
thing Candle. We were concern'd, Saxve 
Beuf: and I, to preſervethe Honour of our 
Friend, which made me take a reſolution 
Mm 2 to 
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to kill him with a Piſtal-bullet, that he 
might dyc like a Man of Courage. 1 
clapt the Piſtol to his Head, when a cer- 
tain Bouzre of a Jeſuit puſht my Arm a- 
{ide, and hinder'd my Deſign. This put 
me in ſo great a rave, that preſently I re- 
ſolv*d to become a Janſen, 

Take notice, my Lora, lays the Fa. 
ther, take notice how Saran 1s always ly- 
ing in wait for us. Circuit Querens quem 
Deworet ; You conceivea kind of Difſplea- 


ſure againſt our Order, which he takes oc- 


caſjon of to ſurprize and devour you 


nay, worſe than devour you, to make 


you turn Jaxſeniit: Vigilate , Vigilate; 
One cannot be too much upon his 
guard againit the common Enemy of 
Mankind. 

The Father's in the right, ſays the Ja- 
reſchal ; T have heard, that the Devil ne- 
ver {lceps. We mult have a good Guard, 
a good Foot, and a good Eye upon him. 
But let's leave the Devil and diſcourſe of 
the things I love. I havelov*'d War above 
all things; Madam de Moxbazoz next to 
War, and ſuch as you ſee me, Philoſophy 
after Madam de Monbazoy, You have 
reaſon to love War, replys the Father, 
and War allo loves you ; ſhe has crown'd 
you 
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51likewiſe withHonour, Don'tyou know k 
that I am alſo a Warrior ? The King has Yi 
ven me the DireQton of the Hoſpital of 
A Army in Flanders : Is not this enough = l | 
tbe a Warrier? Who would ever have 
believ?d that Father Canaye ſhould ever 
have become a Soldier? I am ſuch, my 
Lord, and do not render leſs Service 
to God in the Camp, than I did in the 
College of Clermont, You may then love 
War. innocently ; to go to War, 1s to 
bye one's Prince; and to ſerve one's 
rrince, 15-to ſerve God. | 
But as for what concerns Madam ae | 
Mcnbazon ; if you have luſted aiter her, \oe 
you muſt permut me to tell you, that your lt 
Deſires were criminal, You ſhould nor 
luſt after her, -zy Lord, but love her with ll 1 
an innocent Friend{hip. ii 
What, ſays the Mareſchal, would you it 16 
have me love like a Sot? The Mareſchal qi! ff 
of Hocquincourt has not learnt in Ladies 
Chambers, ' tro do nothing but Sigh. TL 
would, my Father, I would------— you 
underſtand me well. I would----—-- Oh 
how many I would ? In truth, »wy Lora, 
you rally with a good Grace. Our Fa- 
thers of 'St. Louis would be aftoniſht at 
theſe 1 worlds: When one has been a 


M m 3 great 
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t while in the Army, one learns to 
har all. No more, no more, you ſpeak 
this, y Lord, T ſuppoſe to divert your ſelf 

There 1s no ſuch Divertiſement int, Fa- 
ther : Do you know for what deſign 1 
Jov*d her * Uſque ad Aras, My Lord ; No, 
Aras, my Father. Look here, fays the 
Marſhal, taking a Knife, and graſping the 
Haft faſt in his hand, /cok here, if ſhe had 
commanded me to kill you, I would have by- 
ried the Blade in your FHleart. Father 
 Caraze ſurpriſed at this Diſcourſe, and 
more frighted at the Tranſport; had im- 
mediate recourſe to his Mental Devotion, 
and prog God ſecretly, that he would 
deliver him trem the danger wherein he 
found himſelf, But not truſting alto- 
gether to Prayer, he leap'd inſenfibly 
out of the Marſhal's reach, by an unper- 
ceivable motion of his Buttocks. The 
Marſhal followed him in the like manner; 
and one that had ſeen his Knife always 
I:fted up, would have ſworn, that he was 
g01ng to put his Order into Execution. 

— My ill Nature made me take pleaſure a 
white in the fears of our Reverend Spark ; 
but fearing at length that the Mar- 
ſhal in his Tranſports, might render 
that Scene melancholy which was o_ 
| x - 


» 
. 


CE cat bans aan _d 


A Relation of a Diſpute. 183 


oaly pleaſant, I caus'd him to remember, 
that Madam de Monbazox was dead ; and 
told him, That fortunately the Father Ca- 
z4)e had nothing to fear from a Perſon 
that was no more, 

God does all for the beſt, replies the 
Marſhal : The faireſt Woman in the 
World began to play the fool with me 
when ſhe dy'd. There was always near 
her a certain Abbot de Rauce, who talkt to 
her of Grace before People, and enter- 
tain'd her with other things in private. 
This made me forſake rhe Jaxſenrſts; be- 
fore T never miſs*d a Sermon of Father 
Deſmarez, and never ſwore, but by the 
Gentlemen of Port-Royal. I have always 
been at Confeſſion with the- Jeſuits ſince 
that time : And if my Son has ever any 
Children, I ang reſolv'd they {hall ftudy 
at the Colledge of Clermont , upon pain 
of being diſinherited, Oh, how won- 


derful are the Ways of God ! crys out 


Father Canaye: How profound 1s the 
Myſtery of his Juſtice ! 'A little Weather- 


whom my Lord wiſht well to. The mer- 


 ciful God madeuſe of Tealoutie to We the 


Conſcience of my Lord into our hands; 
Mirabilia Judicia tua Domine.;, Wonderful 
are thy Judgments,Q Lord ! Af 


cock of a Jaxſeni#, to follow a Lady 
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After the good Father had finiſht his 
pious Reflections, I thought it might be 


permitted me to enter into the Diſcourſe ; 


and I askt the Marſhal, It the Love ot 
Philoſophy had not ſucceeded his Paſhon 
for Viadam de Monbazon *? 

Thavelov'd Philoſophy but too well, 


ſaid the Marſhal, T have lov?d it but tuo 


well; bur I have at length left it, and will 
trouble my head with it no more. A Dog 


of a Philoſopher had fo puzzled my Brain | 
about our firit Parents, the Apple; the 


Serpegt, Terreſtrial Paradiſe , ,and the 
Cherubins, that T was about to beheve 
nothing of the matter, 'The Devil take 
me, it I believ'd any thing then, but 
from that time, I would have crucify'd 
myſelf tor my Religion, ?Tis not rhat I 
{ce more reaſon 1n 1t now, but on the con- 
trary, leis than ever :. But I cannot help 
telling you, I would nevertheleſs have 


ſacrihc'd myſelf without knowing where- | 


fore. 
So much the better, my Lord, replies 
4 Noſe very de- 

yout, {o much the better ; that ſhews they 
are not Humane Motions, but that they 
proceed from God, No reaſon ! that 1 


the true Religion which has no reaſg#. 
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What an extraordinary Grace, my Lord, 
has Heaven heſtow'd upon you ! Eftore 
ſunt Infantes; be as Infants. infants have 
yet their Innocence, and why ? becauſe 
they have no reaſon, Bear7 pauperes Spiri- 
#, Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit: they ſin 
not ; the reaſon is, that they have no Rea- 
ſon, No Reaſon, I cannot help telling you 
wherefare. Oh excellent Words | they 
L ought to be writ in Letters of Gold : *T's 
W n9t that I ſee more Reaſon in it, but on the 
| contrary leſs thay ever, In truth, this 1s 
Divine tor them that have any taſt of Hea- 
venly Things : No Reaſon, what an ex- 
traordinary Grace , my Lord, has God 
beſtow?d upon you ? 
The Father had gone on farther with 
his Invectives againſt Reaſon, but that 
Letters were brought from Court to the 
Marſhal, which interrupted fo Pious an 
| Entertainment. The Marſhal read them 
| foitly to himſelf, and afterwards he was 
pleas?d *to tell the Company what they 
| contain'd :. If I had a mind to ſeem a Po- 
 litician, as others do , I ſhould retire in- 
to my Cloſet, to read Diſpatches from 
the Court ; but I always aQ and ſpeak 
with an open Heart. The Cardinal ſends 
me word, That Stexay's taken, that the 
I: x Conrt 
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Court will be here in eight days; and the 
Command of the Army, which made the 
Siege, 15 given me, to go and relieve 
Arras with Tarenze and La Ferte, I re. 
member well that Tarenne ſuffer'd me to 
be beaten by Monſieur the Prince, when 
the Court was at Gen ; perhaps I may 


find an occaſion to do him the like favour. 


It Arras were reliev*d, and 1 wrenxe bea- 
ten, I ſhould be content ; Þ'II do what I 
can ; but I fay no more. 

He related to us all the particulars 
of his Combat, and the ſubject of his 
Complaint, that he thought he had as 
g2inſt Monſieur Tarezne : But we werg 
advertiſed, that the Convoy was already 


tar enough from the Town, which made |} 
us take leave ſooner than we meant to 


have done. 

Father Canaye finding himſelf with» 
out an Horſe, deſfir'd one ro carry him 
to the Camp : And what Horſe wil 
you have, Father ? ſays the Marſhal. {[ 
will anſwer you, my Lord, ſays the Father, 
as the good Father Suarez did the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, upon the like occaſion, 
Rualem me atcet eſſe, Manſuetum, Such an 
one as I ought to be, gentle and tractable, 
Qualem me decet eſſe Mapſuetum ; 1 under- 
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fland a little Latine, ſays the Marſhal ; 
Manſuetum would be fitter for Sheep than 
Horſes. Let my Horſe be given to the Fa- 
ther ; I love the whole Order, and am his 
Friend, therefore let them give him my 
beſt Horſe. Here IT went to diſpatch a 
few Afﬀairs, but Raid not long, before I 
rejoyned the Convoy, We jogg'd on 
proſperouſly, but not without ſome fa- 
tigue. As for the poor Father Cayxaye, I 
met him upon the prance, on one of the 
beſt Horſes of Monſieur 4 Hocquincourt ; 
'twas a mettl2{om2 fiery Horſe, reſtlefs and- 
always 1n action ; he chew*d his Bir eter- 
nally, always went on one fide, neigh'd 
every minute, and that which ſhockt 
moſt the Modeſty of the Father, he very 
indecently miſtook all the Horſes he met 
for Mares. And, what do I ſee my Fa- 
ther ? {aid I, coming up to him, What 
Horſe have they given you? Where is Fa- 
ther Suarez's Nag that you askt ſo earneſtly 
for ? Ah Sir, /azs he, I can ſit him no longer, - 
He was about to continue his Complaints, 
when a Harecroſs'd the Road,and an hun- 
dred Horſe immediately hurried away in 
confuſion after thaCoor/+and we heardpre- 
lently more diſcharges of Piſtols, than at a 
dkirmiſh, The Father's Horſe being ac- 
m_ En cultom'd 
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cuſtom'd to fire under the Marſhal, car. 
ried away his Man, and made him charge 
Inſtantly through their confusd Ranks. 
?Twas a thing very pleaſant, to ſeea Jeſuit 
at the head of all this Game.vo {1 opp his 


Will. Happily the Hare was kilPd, and I 
found the Father in the middle of thirty 
Horle-men, who all gave him the Honour 
of a Chaſe, which one might have better 
calld Chance: The Father receiv*d their 
Commendations with apparent Modeſty ; 
but in his Mind he deſpis?d very much the 
Manſuetun of good Father Saarez, and 
was rais*'d to the beſt humour in the 
World, in reflecting on the Miracles that 
he fancied he had done on the MarſhaPs 
Courſer : Yet he was not long without 
remembring that good ſaying of Solomon, 
Fanitas vanitatum, & omnia V anitas, He 
was no ſooner grown cool, buthe felt anun- 
eaſineſs which the heat had conceaPd from 
him, and falſe Glory giving place to true 


Grief; he wiſh'd for the repoſe of his So- 
. ciety, and the content of a peaceable 


Life, which he had quitted. Bur all theſe 
RefleCtions ſignified nothing, . he muſt go 
to the Camp, and he was ſo tir*d with his 
Horſe, that'I ſaw him ready to abandon 
his Bacephalus, and walk a' foot at the 
Head of the Infantry. I 
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I comforted him for his paſt Fatigue,and 
exempted him from any future Inconye- 
niences, in beſtowing on him the eaſieſt 
Nag he could have wiſht for. - He gave 
me a thouſand thanks, and was ſo lenſi- 
ble of my civility, that forgetting all re- 
gard of his Profeſſion, he convers*d with 
me more like an honeſt ſincere Fellow- 
traveller than a Jeſuit. I askt him what 
opinton he had of Monſieur 4 Hocquiz- 
corrt ? ?T'1s a good Lord, fays he, *tis a 
good Soul: He has quitted the Jaxſenifts ; 
our Order is oblig*d to him : but for my 


part, I think I ſhall never eat at his Table 


again, or borrow Horſe of him. 

Being much pleasd with this firſt free- 
dom, I had a mind to try him farther. 
Whence comes, continu*d I, the great 
Animoſities between the Jarſenifts and 
your Fathers ? Does it proceed from the 
diFerence in Opinion about the Doctrine 
of Grace ? What folly, what folly, ſays 
he, 1s it to think that we hate one ano- 
ther for not having the ſame Opinion as 
bout Grace | Tis neither Grace: nor the 
hive Propoſitions that have raiſed theſe 
Animoſities between us. "The jealouſie 
of governing Conſciences, 15 the truz rea- 
lon. The Jaxſeniſts found us in ure 
100 
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ſion of the Government, and they have a 
mind'to diſpoſleſs us. 

Now to effe&t their-ends, they have 
made uſe of Methods quite contrary to 
_ ours. We employ Gentleneſs and Indul. 
gence, and they affect Auſterity and Ri- 
gour. We cotnfort Souls by the Examples 
of the Mercies of God, and they frighten 
them by thoſe of Juſtice. 'They make uſe 
of Fear, where we make uſe of Hopes, 
They would ride thoſe that we would 
have to be our Subjects. Not but that both 
of us have a mind to ſave Men, and each 
has a mind to have the credit on't. And 
to ſpeak freely to you, the intereſt of the 
Director goes almoſt always before the 
falvation of him who 1s under the dire- 
Ction. TI ſpeak to you after another man- 
ner than I did to the Marſhal; I was pure- 
ly a Jeſuite with him, but with you T uſe 
the freedom of a Soldier, I commended 
very much the new Liberty which his laſt 
Profeſſion had made him take, and it 
lſeem'd to me that the commendation 
pleasd him. T had continu'd it longer, but 
as Night began to approach, we were ob- 
lig'd to ſeparate;the Father being as much 
contented with my proceeding, as I was 


farisfied with the confidence he repoſed in 
me. Mo- 
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Motives for a general Peace in the 
Tear 1678. 


F it be a difficult matter to diſcover 

the Origine of Winds and Subterra- 
nean Fires, *tis no leſs very often to dive 
into the hidden Cauſes of the greateſt part 
of our Wars; ſometimes Ambition and 
Avarice keep thoſe deſigns long conceaPd, 
that the leaſt pretence diſcovers. 

The Declarations of the pretended 
Cauſe, for the moſt part, are only calcula- 
ted to amuſe the People ; and oftentimes 
ſo dexterouſly, that the true Reaſons of 
State and Policy are covereq with ſome 
appearance of Juſtice. They neverſcruple 
to ruin the Foundation, and violate the 
moſt Sacred Rights of Nature. 

Dorrt let us look for any freſh Inſtances 
of this in the unhappy War which at pre- 
ſent opprefles all Countries of Chriſten- 
dom ; let us conceive for the Princes who 
are the cauſe of it, a Reſpect which per- 
haps Poſterity will not ſubſcribe to-; let 
us ſuppoſe, that they do all out of a good 

INcall- 
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meaning, and that Juſtice is the rule of 
ſo many deſtruttive Actions. It ſeems at 
leaſt, that they have not forgot all im- 
prefſions- of Equity , ſince they have a- 

eed to chuſe Mediators to decide thejr 
|. ae and that thoſe who are chiefly 
concerned ſeem willing to accept his In- 
tervention, whom the God of Peace hath 
made his Lieutenant upon Earth, 

But as it may happen, that theſe Prin- 


ces are not all equally diſpos'd to accept in 
of a ſpeedy | cace, *twill be neceſſary to MW. 


remember them, that they are obliged to 
it by the Motives of Glory, Intereſt and a 
good Conſcience. 

Glory is nothing elſe but an high Eſteem 


. ad n 
which 1s acquired amongſt Men, and 7 
which paſſes down to Poſterity. We may W.z 
ſay, that there is nothing more glorious ci 


for a Prince; than to make his People hap- 
* Nula Maior P £ * The 8'ory of ſtorm- 
Principis Gloria, ng Towns an acquiring 
quam feciſſe feli- ViCtories 1s common even to 
feat ſarifectlſe Barbarians. But to conquer 
Ny one's ſelf,and renounce one's, 
own Intereſt ; to give Repoſe and Peace 
to the World, is the proper CharaCter of 
an Hero. The People of France will ne- 
ver ceaſe to give a thouſand IRSS: 
an 


- 
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ind a theuſand Praiſes to'the Memory | 
of Philip the Good Duke of 'Buyrpuxdy ; His 
Hate and his Vengeance appeared juſt, 
ſince he armed againſt the'Murtherer of 
his' Father : Glory 'and the Reaſons of- 
State ſeemetl'to forbid him to think of a. 
Peace, ſince he might promiſe himſelf aſſus, 
red Conqueſts by the Union which he had. 
made with'a puiſfant Monarch. Yet for all 
this, out of a pious Confideration of the 
Publick Calamiries, heſtifled his Reſent- 
ments, .and .by one ſo great.a Mercy, he 
rendred himſelf A thouſand times more. 
lorious than, his' Son, who was ſo terri- 
ble and who fought {o many Battels. Ma-' 
ny Conquerours have thought to gain 
immortal Glory by their Arms, wlio in. 
the next Age have *been | 
reared as * Robbers 'and | ,,, 1 apy 
Pyrates. War 15 never trit- Seneca, Lucan, 
j glorious, but when it is 74 Win Care 
tounded upon Juſtice; which © 
alfo ceaſes. when one may have a reaſon- 
able SatisfaCtion ' without 1t, and when 
E - Intereſt | of the State demands a 


uw 


"It would be no difficult matrer to prove 
that even thoſe Princes whore at prefent 
hoſt concetn'd in this War, - will find: 
25 Na their 


- 
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their trueſt Intereſt in a Peace, if they 


bo 
. 


$14 ! ... -, ubjeets, which. 1s the. only 
© Saluspy (4), ve Intereſt. of | State, 
Fe ns”: Miſery is general, we. are a 

alike ruin'd by Friends and 
Enemies: To take any Place you mult 
ed the wi as it were,..of all the. 
People , who being ſedue'd to. the laſt 
Extremities ,, mourn ſecretly. .amidſt the 
Songs .of Triumph that. are publickly 


oonmanged. ood Fd - 
: In effeQ, rey are fo far fron being the. 

better for the C 2 W.ab! 

that they are.more, burthen'd with Taxes, 

and Impoſts,.. than ever.,.. Ihe. Towns 

and conquer'd Provinces:do.not.afford for 


the moſt part half- the, neceſſary Expence 
rofortifie, and-deftnd them. .."Chey mult 


Pay Contributions to. their Enemy, tur- 
niſh free Paſſage and Quarter;to Souldiers, 


who almoſt every-where: Iivg like :Licen-. 


cious Robbers. The. preſent poſture of 
Afﬀairs {ſcems.to re us OG ORIBLIOnS of 
the approach . of., 6he. day, of . 


wholly to lf; that. it, will be.the laſt 
by. the 


War of the V orld, foretold us 


: 


. 
— 


Way, 


SLOS a 


rg. to that. of their, own 


anquelts, of their Prince, 


of. he. day; of . Judgment, 
whoſe knowledge God hath reſerved. 


Scripture, ang, which will for gyer take a- 


LCD 
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of. + dong from Princes and Peoplez 
Ve UNUUNG and, Supporting each ds TN 
et this 15not all, they mult either re -nl 
deſtroys all they faved from rs, which 
the'C XP" aved trom the Pillage of 
= ETC 
IAC LXCENES, ©O/ each the People not to 
fear Death, i ople not to 
th, 11 rebbing the 
heve. to keep! them le. _ A hay 
—_ that this Deſpair in be _ be 
ry _ may produce ſome(s) C-) Maxini8 
247 cts 5 that 1t may-let the met.enta deſpe- 
Rple vjon looking for cas ee 
rom their Burthens elſe- ertimi mien 
where'; or at-leaſt that in _ Feitiefag 
ears; ormop" when the <4 
bas tibowrn fora -Peace; they, vill 6+ 
w_ = good- Inrentions RY. '% ; pe 
their Maſters' who we 0 
AOneER = des OS : 5 of 
he Ecclelialtical” Thunder for thei 
poral Intereſt , the xchon-p aa 
yy CLVE y SLES greateſt art A 
World never heeded it, me aa y 
er ought to be ertiployed ro edif m_—_ 
+ SIT 
| 4 at fnis' 7 
Father would: make uſe: of ths Ig 
Cenſures againſt the moft obſtinare O! ; 
ny f Peace, which is the Source of Ml 
TY G5, A © TE that lo ho- 
ah. oh ly 
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ly an Action would draw down the' Bleſ 
{ng of Heaven, and procure the Applauſe 
of all Mankind. FO HÞ WON i 
It may be objected, perhaps, "That the 
Intereſt of State, and Prudencedoes make 
Princes *defer Peace, in order: to weaken 
2 growing Enemy, whoſe Power, unleſs 
prevented, may occalion' a common Diſ- 
advantage : - A5.'for example, . the Ales 
ſeem to have ſome reaſon not to accord {0 
foon with France , ——_ that time 
may give them - ſome Advantages, to 
reduce hef toſuch a condition, that ſhe 
may not be in # capacity-ito hurt them, 
But this reaſon alone is-'not ſufficient to 
continue the War, 'no more than it would 
be to begin 1t.; *tis from Divine Provi- 
dence, and-not from Violence, we mult 
5 expect a Reinedy againſt the 
(a) 'llud vero featotanantertain Evil | 
minim? feren- TES O an Uncertain VI (c). 
dwm oft, quod quidam tradidernnn. jute genti.m arina reve ſu- 
mt ad unininuendam-gyentian crecentem, Je nimmum antta n+ 
cere vaſſct. Sed ut v;m part pr ſſe 4d vim tnferendam jus t1ibu ty 
ab omni aquit.. is ratrene ab horret. Grot. 1-2. cap 1. Sctt. 
17: Jure.Bellegy Fuego ne Von 


\ ; 45 
OY . 


- Whatever Intereſt. ive: may have ina 
War, and whatever :Juftice we have to 
taxce Arms; 'We ought ſerionſly to de- 
_ lire Peacotoytot'a purePrinciple of Con- 

. : JJ EM 


"EN {cience, 
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ſcience, though we are employed in'the 
juſteſt War. : ?T'is indeed the laſt Reaſon 
we have mentioned, but it woiild be the 
the firſt and ſtrongeſt, were ir not. for the 
univerſal Depravity-of the Workd. 


Heretofore/1t''was* a: Doubt, whether 
Chriſtians might make (b) (bY Non mi- 
War ; but not'to- raife any Iitandum Chri- 
dificulry upon the Argu-. THE " 
ment ; it15certain; they may  ceat.Tertul.liv, 
not, but upon thoſe cogdi- 4 149 
tions which have. been, ſeldom or never 
obſerved. *Tis'a'ftrange thing, that a 
private Man ſhall be put to Death, .if he 
kills another -who: with-holds his Eſtate 
from him ;. and yet a Prince tor the leaſt 


occaſion ſhall be permitted to lay all in 


Bloud and Flames: We:know the diffe- 
rence between them ; and-that'a private 
Man: has not the power tb dothinh elf Tu- 
tice, as/Sqveraigns'have ; but' neverthe- 
ls: they : ought! ito -preſeribe | Bounds 
to:1their»Pretentions and Re- « <abfl 
jenge;./ (4)-\ rhey-- ought rol) Prima 
makeit appeat; that they ſeek 1 atiut nifp+r 
Peace and 1ts EfteQs, | and not! queyita | 3h 


# y y | | "="9EV LC 4 
aPretence to: deftroy - their. :gx.c 16. * 


Neighbours:: But let us goon # 
farther; and: fbow-.in what caſe a Wat, 
ne Nn 3} though, 
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though never ſo. Jult, may injure a Prins 
|  ce's Conſcience ; (4) *tis firſt 
6G) mje-is when his Enemy-14s: as potent 
oe wart =I3 himſelk, and thereby en+ 
lud macim2ob- CO SETS . 
ſervandun tf, BAZES us Subjetts AD great ha. 
ne mpant0n-,,,2ard , and. when he fees that 
Sony the War. will...cauſe them 


CIP! aliy 1m Cum - ; - A 
cut paces, ſurt more prejudice: than advan 
vVire's , nam at : 
qudicem civilem ABE CO Waf!ts | 
ita qui armis farina nelit windicaney malto off: vnlidivrem at- 
tero oporiet, Acqire 1870 prudent a ygnta (HE ſuorum Caritas 
exigere joler, wt bel:o pericnliſo abſthearuY ſed Tepe ettam julli- 
tle rethor'a ſci'icet, qus x tp repiairts nutiira, ſuperiorern 
197 172uys ad eur an gro-infertortÞys,;.queitinferidres -ad ab-0:- 
ehtiain obligat. Grot. de Jur. Bell. & Pacls. C 24 
(b Riad fi pls davis eventt4e ppt cents? ex belio 
ſuſce;' o etiam julta; if r n-ep# debet reftimere dereimewa; This 
1s the Opinic-nof the Cafe, and. even, of the. feſuir Dit- 
"Re, Pamrmr!, 'deremalny. part.'s. Pra. 4 df ello Reg. 


4 
£ 
j 


3. 12.44 414 iT 263 FG. $10: 53-: - 

_ Tf we makeia Reflecton'on the:ſuccels 
of Parties who. are at:tweſent engaged, 
*twill be :haxd 0 determine which will 
have the. hetter ;-neventhetets, we may 
ſee, thar there's nonerhatr:do notdo more 
Mifchief to themfelves,)ichan-chear:cEne- 
my ; and'that.l1ke the Soldters'oh C:anmrs, 
in the Fahle they devour themſelves. 


; 
” 


'Ehe ſecond Reaſon which ought to.un; 
Cline a Prinee:to Peaie;> byaMotive of 
Conſcience, is: That he that isre{ponkible 
ro God tge att Oyeuamhoamny 

L240 BTL wh that 
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that his--Soldiers occaſhon 1Q a' Friends 
Country : Firſt, when they commit them 
for want of their Pay. 

_» This r6sthe Opimonof all the Divines; 
(a). and nideed of all thoſe | | 

thathave written about Po- :- (*) Poſh, Regem, 
lifiks, obliges him to make I, we Wins 
a Reparatibn. *Tis but' togi, flv, nn tantur 
often ſeeri; that the great- mit. ig 
eſt part of Soldiers pretend - ſed: ſabdiris fubt, 
2 Licenſe for! want of : be... G7 vicinis gr in 


dia cadti milites 


ing paid; andthatall.parts 'me bubuerwer. 

are much: :emibarras*d' at | Gre: de Jars Bell, 

preſent ,-+to;: furniſh their? 11. fe 4 Nu, 5 

Troops: with Subſiftence,, 

=_ that they will be nyre for the fatuire. 
. When a Prince ſuffers; -or permits Ra- 

pinesand the Viol 


engeof Soldiers, he is0b- 
liged to-tnake?em good We may alledg 
here, what heretofore-''(b) * 

Gerſon {aid in the preſence.-o6f- 200 Tom 4 
the King of , France, Tu ea w 
now agis mala,' verum oft: ſed: ea- fieri Y 
mittis & s, ers. Sic Ei Judicabit con- 
irate ,& diver, non tealii, ſed infernales Di- 
ibolj te creciabunt. How then can theſe 
Soveraigns that raake this preſent War 
diſpence' with :theſe Obligations, or -Pu- 
ailments? they know-well enough; that 
Cr, N n 4 where- 


&. 


298 Matives fara $/wral Peart. 
Shough never @-Jolh ap injure 5h Brine 
:: 6&'s;Comt Hee &.;. Oh 
CG), tra: , when his Boy . 
lmao 4 136-himſo el6.and 
from 4 #7 --1- = AILIIEN be. 4 
Mt thn jp 
Cpt apny m enum - 


cyt pares, Jant more 
Vives, nam at 
mn 4 citilen ABE 


14 gu TO rei eitgarStre 
tero oportet, Acque 1g is ha, pntMR . 4 76k | 
POgere 0, by vel: iy bw, neatuy, Jeu Jap! 


- exper engy 
jg 0 poem), 
a thar keg mon e than de 
Miſchief to. 4xmſelves 2:0hs 
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gy leefi of a e 
chathaveovritensbouoPo-.- p fo )reohes b 
cham to make; wi a miliribyryon 
>Reparatibn;i2Tis but! rogue, MENG: 
oſten Corp that-the cats. Tg nr 


genes fiS 


ſeeuths, 


Md 
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ahe "Xi ww apy MD wies's {4 

in Im80s," Verunt' aſt ſew en eo I 
mid Fix. roy erg..." Sic Dowsifuttrab#' con- 
irate, dr :dires; aonreialiig ſolinfornales Dh- 
abolj te: oreciabur.. 'How:thetcan theſe 
Soveraigns that rake 4liis-preſent War 
i ENCE © with-tlieſe Obligations, or Pu. 
ihments? they know: well enough; that 
com 17  Nan4 where- 


&. 
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S Pare DION fe wt "149 
&s them't6< eſtabliſÞ'ir” | 
rotake the moſt p 
res Jor- iO greatanid | 
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Rk ba. iungedeſgibdetBefors 
þecgu! e bheou A gaans: EE Me erith 
os nd remedy rhe fame biilds:frefence. 
{ what) hope ham adPrinceafierhs 

f WH! Ty Cody attr ho-dnows, what'm 
LET Zhindeoical Houour, 


-;rhat 


Npheler ad. be aorabee/'s 

_Reophe. Gra haing-axpoek ba Ex 
Ir6Micies auch infupportabls.Ourrages.. » : 
- "If 6008: poſlibls.but that fiach-prevs- 

enc-Reaſors: mule ingve [ther Chriſtian 


ARON: TIC acts *Bun-is not 
7 enough 
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Where-cver cher Troops paſs:,-nayy tho? 
it be:in a Friend's Countrylthat they Teave 
nothing behind them, that:they-can carry 
AWAY. ; "that they. mow,the Corn when ir 
5 green, and plunder both Women and 
Childron, © coke oftentimes Crimes 
0vus.. ' Berhaps:.itemay. be 
all;thefs Diſarders' do.not 
zowledge3of: the Prince : 
guilry before-God 
þecauie, ae oughtjtaentorm- honfelf exact- 
iy. and remedy rhe ſame by:lns;prefence. 
WW "te What: » hoper: cant {4-120 _ 


wee, N, ng Burn: 
and,-vacriigdge.;- thag he; might put 
all Clir; :iteadom., wa ſtarcighiFeace; and 
defend her _ the Affaoiit where vith 
the cormon Fnemy: threatensher ; -that 
he might faith the, Glory (and. Wor- 
ſhip of God; lo, mychgpropharyd! by rhe 
Viokuiens, of \Wier: o_ and that. he: might 
kinder an infinite -numbpe- of (innocent 
.People irom.; .heing-exposia ro-the laſt Ex- 
TIremities and inſu pportablg Outrages. 
It's not poſliþle but thar fuch preva- 
Jenr- bas ham -mult move : the; Chriſtian 
Prinezs (0 (rargh aller Peact. *Bur.'tis not 
1 enough 


Mortfies for a general] Peare. 30k 
enough to have bare Indlinations towards 


i£:\Piety obliges them to' eſtabliſh ir with 
and totake the moſt proper and 


Induſtry, 
ready - 
Work. - 


Jeaſures. tor- {0 great and good a 


+ -/Fhe beſt: and moſt afſured Method 


thax can be found- on both fides, is to 
ſpeak freely their Grievances and Preten- 
tions,” withour loſing rhe time in the 
diſcuſſion of Preliminadſes and Formali- 
ries ; :and not-pretend-an Indiſpoſition on 
purpoſe, or ſome default of the Equipage 
of 4 Pieniporentiary, toretard the Effet 


ef his Commiſſiqn. Every one ought to 


do-himſelf Juſtice in the Tribunal of his 
own Conſctence, as wiſſpas his Enerny , 


and offer him a Repaiſſeion of the Wrong 
he has FRO ;aft 1 eXAm-' 


? 


| Hexehiah, 
. 2 Kirps,' 
ln arte which ©? > = 


King "Was" hot eham'd to heitnn and 
fubmt himſelf ro fender a mult SatisfaQtl- 
on? Which westhecauſe that God, who 
hadptindhMd him"for 'this Breach, after- 


wats: ee tel upon him infinits Profpert: 
ow 


PII 


to 


113, 3. 


"After che rate : that the Mintiters aſſiſt 
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ta be yery tar from entertaining ſ@pious 


; | 


In Intention; They are ſoflow in corfiit 

ther, that, in all probability they will 
ot. be ſlower. in. moving Queſtions; and 
yet they may be more flow in reſolving 
ty] Ml, +; Ihe may make. it; la{t, if they 
piFaſc Eg Diet, of Rarybopne; and 


- - " 


crhaps amill}. theſe Delays -there tay 
appen ſame Accidents) that, will exaſpe- 
rate, their 'Spurt 9., much, 4 that they'll 
hreak it, as they. did,.the T'reaty..of: Co- 
Db... ft Rt orlt ; 

Whenever, there. is.a 


iacere-Inchnation 

tO. treat. of. Peace, the, Points are always 
op0s'd betare,. by a {ecnec {and private 

n, .endtgaciuded,.in the Cabi- 

x > ſending of Embaſla- 
dors and .Plenzpotgaggtarics, aad Publick 
Conferences: ſerve Mk;nothiag. elſe but 
ſhow." This appearsy. the moſt impor 
rant Treaties of this and particularly 
that of the Pyrepees ;. Igithat we may eaſt» 
ly ſee that Nameguen, where they :know 
not yet what they meay tp,propote, will 
cauſe us, a long; tune to, expect a-Peafe ; 
during which.every -Party,endeavours to 
make the beſt Advantage of the preſent 
Conjundure;z and flatter themſelves witi 
Suceelſcs they think tor find over the <A 
| 16 
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The Allies imagine perhaps, That France 
in the end will be diſtreſs *d by the vaſt 
Numbers of its Officers and Soldiers; _ 
that the poverty or RR. inconſtanc 
the People will cauſe a ſpeedy. Reel 
xs Proſperity. Qn-the.other fide, Frarce 
confides in the Union of i Its Foxces , in the 
good Fortune the has always hitherto had, 
and in the Diſſention ſhe endeavours to 
{ſprcad-amnong her Enemies; <and in fine, 
erufts rothe Revolation'of Afﬀairs, that 
the Port (or Polana- may | +3pmpaceh in. the 
North am the Empire "elf, 

--All thele ConjeQuresarcvery. ill editac. 
ed , bor ow onetlitle and VorJivr, bureſpe- 
cially through the il:Calffutt-of one Par- 
24 Theſs irhroe Yes they tave been 
raming' thento:no:gptpoſe, and accords 
ding to"rhe yudpmer 6 of ithe beſt-Polini- 
cans, eacit vide h&s\nidre reaſon to fear 
than\to hope, 4nthemear tne; foritheſe 
unertzin Hepes, / all Chriſtendom! unders 
goesinfinite Devaſtations; whieh-can 'ne- 
ver cnc jbuvdy: theend ofche'War.. We 


muft-expe& Peace from-God'vonly, ant 
believe, -that-ur laft he'wil move the 
Hearts of theſe Princes to heatken to'his 
Volo yas of "the People, | 
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Fhe Allies imagine perhaps, That France 
inrhe end will be diſtre!94 by the val 
atop of its Oloers 6 and Soldiers; and 
overty or natural nconſrancy gf 


e will caafirutccdyRever 


bays rity, Ot»th .other dide;. France 
confides in the nion of its Foxxes, in Go 
good Fortunethe has alway hero ha 


and in the Diſlention ſhoe endeavours. . 
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